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DISSERTATION 


ON THE 

ESTABLISHMENTS 

MADE BY 

Mahomedan Conquerors in Indostan. 

_ 

SECTION I. ^ 

E UROPEANS underftand by the Eaft-Indies all the coun¬ 
tries and empires, which lying fouth of Tartary, extend 
from the eaftern frontiers of Perfia, to the eaftern coafts of 
China. The iflands of Japan are likewife included in this denomina¬ 
tion ; as are all the Malay iflands, in which the Dutch have fuch 
valuable pofleffions, and which extend to the fouth ward, as far as the 
coafts of New Holland, and eaftward to lands unknown. 

But the name of India can only with propriety be applied to the 
country which is diftinguifhed in Alia as well as in Europe by the name 
of Indoftan. 

That part of the weftern fide of Indoftan, which is not bounded by 
the fea, is feparated from Perfia and the Ufbeg Tartary by defarts, and 
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A Dissertation on the 'Eftablijhments 

by thofe mountains which were known to the ancients under the 
name of Paropamifus : Mount Caucafus forms its barrier to the north, 
feparating it from various nations of Tartars, from the great and little 
Thibet. From mount Caucafus to Chitigan, marlhes and rivers divide 
it from the kingdoms of Tepra, Affam, and Aracan ; the fea, from 
Chitigan to cape Comorin and from hence to Perfia, embraces the reft 
of Indoftan. 

This great extent of country has been inhabited, from the earlieft 
antiquity, by a people who have no refemblance either in their figures 
or manners with any of the nations which are contiguous to them. 
Although thefe nations have at different times fent conquerors amongft 
them, who have eftablifhed themfelves in different parts of the country: 
although the Mogul Tartars under Tamerlane and his fucceffors have at 
laft rendered themfelves lords of almoft the whole of it; yet the origi¬ 
nal inhabitants have loft very little of their original character by the 
eftablifhment of thefe ftrangers amongft them. 

Besides the particular denominations which they receive from the 
cafts and countries in which they are born, there is one more general, 
which is applied indifcriminately to diftinguifh the original natives 
from all who have intruded themfelves amongft them, Hendoo, from 
whence Indian. 

The Indians have loft all memory of the ages in which they began 
to believe in Vistnou, Eswara, Br am a, and a hundred thoufaiul di¬ 
vinities fubordinate to tliefe. Thefe divinities are worfhipped in temples 
called Pagodas in every part of Indoftan, the whole extent of which is 
holy land to its inhabitants ; for there is no part in which fome di¬ 
vinity has not appeared and done fbmething to merit a temple and 
prieils to take care of it. Some of thefe fabrics are of immemorial an¬ 
tiquity: they are at the fame time monuments of fuch ftupendous la¬ 
bour, that they are fuppofed to have been built by the gods to whom 
they are conleerated. 


The 
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Th e hiftory of thefe-gods is a heap of the greateft abfurditfo B.1 It 
is EfWara. twilling off the neck of Brama; it is the Sun, who gets his 
teeth knocked out, and the Moon, who has her face beat black and 
blue at a feaff, at which the gods quarrel and fight with the fpirit of a 
mob. They fay that the Sun and Moon carry in their faces to this day 
the marks of this broil. Here and there a moral or metaphyfical alle¬ 
gory, and fometimes a trace of the hillory of a firft legiflator, is dif- 
cernible in thefe llories; but in general the y are fo very extravagant and , 
i ncoherent, that we fhould be left to wonder how a people ib reafonabl e 

in other refpedts Atonic! have adopted fuch a code of nonfenfe as a creed 

of religion, did we not find the fame credulity in the hi llories of nations 

much more enlightened^ ’ 

The Bramin$,who are the tribe of the priefthood, defeendfromthofe 
Brachmans who are mentioned to us with fo much reverence by anti¬ 
quity ; and although much inferior either as philofophers or men of 
learning to the reputation of their anceftors,as priefta their religious doc¬ 
trines are Hill implicitly followed by the whole nation; and as preceptors 
they are the lource of all the knowledge which exifts in Indollan. 

Even at this day fome of them are capable of calculating an eclipfe, 
which Teems to be the utmoft ftretch of their mathematical know¬ 
ledge. They have a good idea of logic; but it does not appear that 
they have any treatifes on rhetoric; their ideas of mufic, if we may i 
judge from the practice, are barbarous; and in medicine they derive no I 
afffftance from the knowledge of anatomy, fince diffections are repug¬ 
nant to their religion, 

T hey (lied no blood and eat no fleih, becaufe they believe in t he 
t ranfmigration of fouls ; they enconragp wbces to-hw^h&mklxcs " rith 
their deceafed hufb ands, and feem to make the perfection of religio n 
conhit in a punctual obfervance of numerous ceremonies performed in 
the worfhip of their gods, and in a ftri dt attention to keep their bodies 
free from pollution. Hence purifications and ablutions, as dictated by 
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A Dissertation on the Ejlablijhments 

their fcnptures, Eire fcrupuloufly obferved by them, and take up no ftnall 
portion of their time. 

r 

A Bit am in cannot eat any thing which has been prepared or even 
touched by any other hand than that of a Bramin, and from the fame 
principle, cannot be married to a p'erfbn of any other call in the king¬ 
dom, becaufe his own call is the higheft, even above that of the kings. 
They fay that they were formerly the kings of the whole country, and 
preferve to this day the privilege of commuting capital puniflunent, when 
merited, by the lofs of their eyes. To kill a Bramin Is one of the five 
fnis for which there is fcarce any expiation. 

The pre-eminence of the B ram ins admitted, it feems as if the In¬ 
dians had determined to compenfate the odium of fuch a fuperiority, by 
forming themfelves into a number of diftindt tribes or gradations of 
people, who refpe&ively fiibmit to the different degrees of eftimation in 
which they have at laft agreed to abide, as implicitly as the whole agree 
to acknowledge the fuperiority of the Bramins. 

The many temporal advantages which the bramins derive from 
their fpiritual authority, and the impoffibility of being admitted into their 
tribe, have perhaps given rife to that number of Joguees and ^acquires, 
who torture themfelves with fuch various and aftonifhing penances, only 
to gain the fame veneration which a Bramin derives from his birth. 

The calls or tribes into which the In dians are divid e arp wlmn. 
ed by travellers to be eighty-four : perhaps when India lhail be better 
known, we ihall find them to be many more ; for there is a fmgular 
difpofition in the Indian, from very trilling circumftances to form afedt 
apart from the reft of his neighbours. But the order of pre-eminence 
of all the calls in a particular city or province is generally indifputably 
decided. The Indian of an inferior would think himfelf honoured 
by adopting the cuftoms of a iuperior call; but this would give battle 
fooner than not vindicate its prerogatives: the inferior receives the vic¬ 
tuals 
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tuals prepared by a fuperior caft with refpedt, but the fuperior will not 
partake of a meal which has been prepared by the hands of an infe¬ 
rior caft. Their marriages are circumscribed by the fame barriers as the 
reft of their intercourfes; and hence, befides the national phyfiognomy, 
the members of each caft preferve an air of ft ill greater refemblance to 
one another. There are fome cafts remarkable for tlieip beauty, others 
as remarkable for their uglinefs. 

All thefe cafts acknowledge the Bramins for their priefts, and with 
them admit the transmigration. In devotion to this opinion fome afflict 4 
thetofelves at the death of a fly, although occafioned by inadvertence. 
But the far greater number of cafts are not fofcrupulous, and eat, although 
very fparingly, both of fifti and fielh; but, like the Jews, not of all 
kinds indifferently. 


Their diet is chiefly rice and vegetables drafted with ginger, tur- f 
meric and other hotter fpices, which grow almoft fpontaneouily in their 
gardens. They efteem milk the pureft of foods, becaufe they think it I 
partakes of fome of the properties of the ne&ar of their gods, and be¬ 
caufe they efteem the cow itfelf almoft a divinity. 


An abhorrence to the fhedding of blood, derived from his religion,' 
and feconded by the great temperance of a life which is pafled by moft 
of them in a very fparing ufe of animal food, and a total abftinence from 
intoxicating liquors; the influence of the moft regular of climates, in 
which the great heat of the fun and the great fertility of the foil leften 
■moft of the wants to which the human fpecies is lubjedt in aufterer 
regions, and fupply the reft without the exertion of much labour; 
thefe caufes, with various confequences from them, have all together 
contributed to render the Indian the moft enervated inhab itant o f 
the globe. 




He fhudders at the light of blood, and is of a pufillanimity only to 
be excufed and accounted for by the great delicacy of his configuration. 

This 
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This is fo flight as to give him no chance of oppofing with fuccefs the 
onfet of an inhabitant of more northern regions. 

t 

1 pj IS manners are gentle; his happinefs con lifts in the folaces of a do- 
i meftic life; to which fuffieiently inclined by the climate, he is obliged 
by his religion, which efteems matrimony a duty indifpenfible in every 
man who does not quit the world to unite himfelf to God: fuch is their 
phrafe. Although permitted by his religion, according to the example 
of his gods, to have feveral, he is feldom the hufband of more than 
one wife: and this wife is of a decency of demeanour, of a follicitude in 
her family, and of a fidelity to her vows, which might do honour to 
human nature in the moil civilized countries. 

His amufements confift in going to his Pagoda, in aflifting at reli¬ 
gious fhews, in fulfilling a variety of ceremonies prefcribed to him on 
all occafions, by the Bramin; for, fubjed to a thoufand lapfes from the 
ideas he has adopted of impurity, the Indian is always offending his 
gods, who are not to be appeafed untill their prieft is fatisfied. 

In a country of fuch great extent, divided into fo many diftind 
fovereignties, it cannot be expeded that there fhould be no exceptions 
to one general affertion of the charader of the inhabitants. There is 
every where in the mountains a wild inhabitant, whofe bow an Euro¬ 
pean can fcarcely draw. There are in the woods people who fubfift 
by their incurfions into the neighbouring plains, and who, without 
the ferocity of the American, pofTefs all his treachery; and according 
to Mr. Thevenot, India has had its cannibals in the centre of one of 
the moft cultivated provinces of the empire. The Raj pouts by their 
courage have preferved themfelves almoft independant of the Great 
Mogul* The inhabitants of the countries ftill nearer to the mountains 
of the frontier, diftinguiftied by the adivity of their charader from the 
indolence of the reft of the nation, have eafily turned MaHomedans; 
thefe northern converts we iuppofe to be the origin of the prefent 

Affghans 



made by Mahomedan Conquerors in Indojtan. 7 

Affghans and Pi tans, who are the bed troops in the emperor’s fervice, 
and the mod dangerous enemies of the throne when in arms againft it. 

The arts which furnifh the conveniences of life have been carried by 
the Indians to a pitch far beyond what is neceffary to fupply the wants 
of a climate which knows fo few. At the fame time no ideas of tafte 
or fine defign have exifted among them: and we feek in vain for 
elegance in the magnificence of the richeft empire of the globe. 

Their knowledge of mechanical powers is fo very confined, that 1 
we are left to admire, without being able to account for, the manner in 
which they have erected their capital Pagodas. It does not appear that 
they had ever made a bridge of arches over any of their rivers, before 
the Mahomedans came amongft them. 

It is to the fupplenefs with which the whole frame of an Indian is ■ 
endowed, and which is ftill more remarkable in the configuration of 
his hand, that we are indebted for the exquiiite perfection of their ma¬ 
nufactures of linnen. The fame inftruments which an Indian employs 
to make a piece of cambric, would, under the rigid fingers of an , 
European, fcarcely produce a piece of canvafs. 

His religion forbids the Indian to quit his own fhores: he wants 
nothing from abroad: he is fo far from being follicitous to convert the 
ftranger to his own opinions,or from wifiling him to afiimilate with the 
nation, that if a foreigner were to follicit the privilege of worfhipping 
Viflnou, hispropofal would be received with the utmoft contempt. 

Nothing feems to have been wanting to the happinefs of this na- t 
tion, but that others fhould have looked on them with the fame Indiffe¬ 
rence with which they regard the reft of the world. But not content 
with the prefents which nature has fliowered on their climate, they have 
made improvements when they felt no neceffities. They have culti- \ 
vated the various 1 and valuable productions of their foil, not to the mea- \ 

fure ' 
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fure of their own, but to that of the wants of all other nations j they 
ha ve carried their manufactures of linnen to a perfection which furpafles 
the moil exquifite productions of Europe, and have encouraged with 
avidity the annual tributes of gold and filver which the reft of the world 
conteft for the privilege of fending to them. They have from time im¬ 
memorial been as addicted to commerce, as they are averfe to war. 
They have therefore always been immenfely rich, and have always re¬ 
mained incapable of defending their wealth. 
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SECTION II. 

L ONG before Tamerlane, mahomedan princes had entered, made 
conquefts, and eftablifhed themfelves in India. 

Valid, the,6th of the Kalifs named Ommiades, who attended the 
throne in the year 70S of our ./Era, and in the 90th of the Hegira, made 
conquefts in India; fo that the Alcoran was-introduced very early into 
this country. 

Mahmoud, ton of Sebegtechin, prince of Gazna, the capital 
of a province feparated by mountains from the north-weft parts of India, 
and fi mated near Kandahar, carried the Alcoran with the fword into In- 
doftan in the year 1000 or 1002 of our ffra. He maintained himlelf 
in a vaft extent of territory out of, and feetns to have lubdued as large a 
one in, India, if it is true that he carried his conquefts as far to the fouth 
as the prefent capital of the kingdom of Vifiapore near Goa. He treated 
the Indians with all the rigor of a conqueror and all the fury of a con¬ 
verter,, plundering treal'ures, demoliflring temples, and murdering idola¬ 
ters throughout his. rout. His liiftorians are quite extravagant in their 
deferiptions of the wealth he found in Indoftan, One of them fays, no 
doubt allegorically, that he found a tree growing out of the earth to an 
enormous fize, of which the fubftance was pure gold, and this the 
effeft of nature. 

The fueceflbrs of this Mahmoud are called, from the capital ol their* 
dominions, the dynafty of the Gaznavides, and maintained themfelves in 
a great part of the countries which he had conquered in India until the 
year 1 155, or 1 157, when Kosrou Schah, the 13th and laft prince 
of Gazna, and of theGaznavide race, wasdepofed by Hussain Gaurt, 
fo called from the country in which he was born, Gaur, a province ly¬ 
ing to the north of Gazna. 
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This Huff&iii founded the dynafty of the Gau rides 5 wliicli fur^ 
nifhcd five princes who poffefled in and out of India nearly the fame do¬ 
minions as their predeccllors the Gaznavide$, and like them made Gazna 
their capital. # 

Sen easbe 13in, tlie*4th of the Gaurrde emperors, during the liie of 
his brother and predeceffor Gaiatreddin, conquered the kingdoms qf 
Multan* and Delhi.' He drew fueh immenfe treafures out of India, that 
his favourite daughter inquiring of the officer who had the cate of them, 
to what value they amounted, the treafurer anfwered, that there was the 
weight of three tboufand pounds in diamonds only, by which fhe might 
judge .of the reft: after deductions made for oriental exaggeration, we 
may ftill gather from this anecdote, that his conquefls in India had given 
him great wealth. An Indian, rendered defperate by the pollutions, and. 
infults to which he faw his gods and temples expofed, made a vow to 
affaffinate Sclieabbedin, and executed it. 

The race of Gaurides finifhed in the year 1212, in the perfon of 
Mahmoud, fuccefforand nephew toScheabbedin, The days ot this 
Mahmoud, like thofe of his uncle, though for a different caufe, were_ 
cut off by the fwords of affaffins. Whatever dominions Mahmoud pof- 
feffed out of India, he does not feera tohave had any great influence in it, 
or even in Gazna. itielf; he, contrary to the 'pra&ice of his predeceffors, 
made not this city the capital of his fovereignty. * His 'uncle Sche¬ 
abbedin, who had no children, and was remarkable for *a i'pirit of adop¬ 
tion, had prepared the difmemberment of the Indian provinces from the 
empire of Gazna, by giving the government of two of them to two of bis 
Haves. Naflereddir) received from him the countries of Multan, Coth- 
heddin-Ibeck thofe of Delhi. At the fame time he made another of his 
Haves, Tageddin-Ildiz, governor of Gazna. 

"* * * ^ 

In the year 1214 IvIohamed, the 6th Sultan of the dynafty of the 
Khowar asmians, whofe territories were contiguous to thofe of the 
Gaurides, took Gazna from the Have who had fucceeded the Have Ta- 

geddin- 
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geddin-Ildiz in the government of that city. But although he conquered 
the capital of their empire, it does not appear that he fixed himfelf in 
the Indian dominions of the Gaurides. He imprudently quarrelled with 
G i n g i s c h a n, and in the year j 218 was compelled to fly before the 
arms of that mighty conqueror. In the year 1220 he died a fugitive, at 
a great difhmce from India. 

The brave Gel Aladdin, foil of Mbhamed, made head in the 
province of Gazna againft the forces of Glngifchan: in the year 1221 
he was fo hard preffed by them as to be forced to fly into India, where, 
on the weftern banks of the Indus, he was totally defeated by Glngifchan 
in perfon, but faved his life by fwimming the river with an intrepidity 
which railed admiration in Gingifchan himfelf. He remained in Multan 
until the year 1224, when he left India never more to return into it. 
He was killed-in 1231 in Mefopotamia. 

Wi th Gelaladdin fltnilhed the dynafty of the Khowarafmians * and 
what fhare Gingifchan or his lucceflbrs took in the affairs of Indoftan, 
we have not had the good fortune to dilcover. We find that one Tur- 
mechirin Chan, Ailed in Tamerlane’s hiftory a defcendant of Gengis, and 
one of the great emperors of Afla, penetrated in the year 1240 to the 
city of Mirte lying to the north-eaft of Delhi, and made conquefts which 
preferved great reputation to his name in India, until the appearance of 
Tamerlane; but thefe conquefts did not expel from the fovereignty the 
family which at that time reigned in Delhi. 

Cothbeddin-ibeck, the Have of Sheabeddin, rendered himfelf 
independant in the fo vereignty of Delhi, which had been given to him by 
his mafter only in vicegerence. He extended the mahomedan domi¬ 
nions, and died peaceably on his throne in the year i 219. He was fuc- 
ceeded by his fon Aramschah, who. was depofed by his father’s 
Have Iletmische Schamseddin. 

C 2 


This 


12 


.z/D issertation on the EjlabUJIments 


This Iletmische conquered from the Have Naflereddin the pro¬ 
vinces which compofed the new kingdom of Multan. By uniting thefe 
to the provinces of Delhi, and by governing all thefe dominions in perfon 
without mterefting himfelf in what paffed out of India, he became the 
firft regular and the molt powerful mahomedan monarch who had 
hitherto reigned in Indoftah. He died in the year 1235. 

His defendants formed the dynafty of the firfi mahomedan kings 
of Delhi. 

Firouzchah Rocneddin fucceeded his father Iletmifche, 
and before he had reigned a year was depofed by his difcontented 
grandees, who placed his filter Radhiateddin upon the throne; an 
extraordinary phenomenon in a mahomedan government. This female 
fovereign was, after various adventures, depofed by her brother Beharam 
Schah, and killed in attempting to make her efcape from him. 

Beharam Schah, after reigning two years, was killed in a revolt. 
Massoudschah Alaeddin, fon of Firouz Schah Rocneddin, then 
mounted the throne, and in the year 1246 was depofed by his brother 
Mahmoud Sciiah Nassereddin, who made great conquefts in 
India. 

After the death of Mahmoud Naflereddin, Firouz his uncle and 
Alaeddin his nephew difputed 'the throne. Alaeddin caufed Firouz 
to be afiaflinated, and remained in pofiefiion of the throne of Delhi until 
the year 1317. 

Here we arrive at a chafin' of near 80 years in the hiftory of thefe 
kings, which our guide Monf. D’Herbelot could not find materials to fill 
up. Sultan Mahmoud, who reigned at Delhi in the year 1398, is filled 
oy Tamerlane s hiftorian the grandlon of the emperor Firouz Schah, con¬ 
cerning which Firouz Schah we can determine nothing more than that 
he was of the family of Iletmifche. 


Mahmoud 
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Mahmoud Schah, a weak prince, was governed abfolutely by his 
vizir Mellou Cawn, who placed his brother Sarenk in the government 
of the provinces which depended on the city of Multan, and the two bro¬ 
thers between them ruled the whole kingdom, without any other than 
a nominal interpofition of their fovereign. 

The MirzaPir Mohammed Gehanguir had in the year 1392 received' 
from his grand father Tamer lane the fovereign ty of all the countries which 
had formed the empire of Mahmoud the Khowarafmian, whom Gengif- 
clian conquered, and who was father of the brave Gelaleddin, Pir Mo¬ 
hammed, at the end of the year 1397, or the beginning of the year 1398, 
fet out from his capital of Gazna, advanced with a numerous army to 
Multan, and laid iiege to the city, which was well defended by Sarenk. 

During the fiege Tamerlane was advancing from Samar- 
cande. He entered India at the end of the year 1398, defending more 
terrible than all its inundations from the center of the northern part of 
the Indian Caucafus. This invincible barbarian met with no refinance 
from the Indians fufficient to juftify, even by the military maxims of Tar¬ 
tars, the cruelties with which he marked his way. He was joined near 
Multan by his grandfon, who had now taken that city, and took in per- 
fon the Ilrong fortrefs of Batnir; after which he marched towards Delhi. 
Here fultan Mahmoud, with his vizir, had the courage to Hand their 
ground, determined to rifk a battle with forces every way inferior to their 
enemies. 

Tamerlane, when in fight of their army, ordered a hundred thou- 
fandprifoners, which his own army had gathered in their rout, to be put 
to death, becaufe they were idolaters, and becaufe fome of thefe wretches 
had betrayed fymptoms 'of fatisfadKon at the fight of a fkirmiih which 
had been fought with a party of fultan Mahmoud's cavalry. As thefe 
marks of difafFedtion hadraifedthe apprehenfionof a general infurreclion 
of the flaves, during the battle which was impending, Tamerlane en¬ 
forced 
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forced his order with the greateft rigour, and it was executed with the 
utmoft diligence. 

Two or three days after this raaflacre, Tamerlane gave battle, and 
was, as ever, victorious. Sultan Mahmoud and his vizir'fled into Delhi, 
and in the night fled out of it. 

Delhi was taken without refinance, and its inhabitants were fubjedted 
to the fame pillage and cruelties, which we have leen renewed in this 
century by Thatmas Kouli Khan in the prefent capital of Indoftan, 
which, although bearing the fame name, is not lituated exactly on the 
fame fpot as the' antient Delhi. 

After having made the regulations neceflary to calm the convul- 
fions which his cruelties had railed in the inhabitants of the metropolis of 
Indoftan, Tamerlane marched to the north-eaft towards the Ganges, not 
without refiftance maintained in fome places with refolutipn, but in all 
without fuceefs. He crofted the Ganges at Toglipoor, and expofing his 
perfon in every fkirmifh that offered with the fpirit of a volunteer, ad¬ 
vanced to the ftraights of Kupele. 

^ *b i' 

At the foot of the mountains called Kentafli,in the country of Thibet, 
and in that part of them which lies between the thirty-firft and thirty— 
fecond degree of latitude and between the ninety-eighth and the hundredth 
degree of longitude, the Ganges, formed from feveral fources, paffes fuc- 
ceffively two great lakes, and flows to the weft until the opposition of a 
part of the Indian Caucafus turns it to the fouth, and foon after to the 
fouth-eaft, when at length flowing due fouth, and having completed 
in thefe various direiftions -a courfe of two hundred leagues, it enters In¬ 
dia by forcing its paijage through the mountains of the frontier. 

’ 

TuEpafs thrbugh which the Ganges difembogties itfelf into Indoftan 
is called the ftraights of Kupele, which are diftant from Delhi about 30 
leagues, in the longitude of 96, and in the latitude of 30,^2. Thefe 

ftraights 
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ftraights are believed by the Indians, who look very little abroad, to be the 
fources of the Ganges j and a rock 15 miles diftant- from them, bearing 
fome refemblance to the head of a cow, has joined in the fame part of 
the kingdom two very important objects of their religion j the grand 
image of the animal which they almolt venerate as a divinity, and the 
fir ft appearance of that immenfe body of holy water which wafhes away 
ail their fins. 

m j M 4 * ^ 

A great multitude of Indians were aftemhled, probably for the ce¬ 
lebration of a feaft, at the ftraights of Kupele, They made fome fiiew 
of refiftance againft Tamerlane's army;' but were no fooner attacked than 
difperfed. The field of this victory is the moil: diftant term of Tamer¬ 
lane’s conquefts in India and on the globe. 

W ■•’ft'* ** = *'-4 ' V bfcr* * 

He now prepared to return to his capital of Samarcande, and re pa He cl 
the Ganges; after which he directed his march along the foot of mount 
Caucafus, until he arrived at the iouthern frontiers of Kalhmire, the 
mahomedan king of which country fent ambaflhdors to make fubmif- 
fion. As this rout was through countries which the army had not 
hitherto palled, the fword was not yet fheathed, but large detachments 
.were making excurfions to the fouth, whilft Tamerlane referved to him- 
felf the talk of fubduingthe mountaineers who-made any refs fiance, or 
refufed to acknowledge his fovereignty. 
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From the frontiers of Kafhmire to the frontiers of Indoftan, the army 
pafled through countries which had fubmiited to Tamerlane at his en¬ 
trance into India; and the march outof India was through the mountains 

* 

of Shebertn, a part of the Caucafus. From'hence Tamerlane h aliened 
to Samarcande. Having repofed a few months in this capital of his vaft 
dominions, he fet out on the great expedition in which he fubdued Syria 
and the Kalif of F.gyp't,-vanquilhed Bajazet, and by the addition of thefe 
conquefts to- thDfe he had made before, rendered himfelf jord of an em¬ 
pire which extended from Smyrna to the banks of the Ganges. 
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Tamerlane never returned into India, but added the conquers he 
had made in it to the government of his grandfon Pir Mohammed Ge- 
hanguir, who ruled from Caznathe mahomedan dominions of Indpftan 
until the death of his grandfather, which happened in the year 
1404. An event in which fo many princes were interefted did not 
iail to raife great commotions amongft the princes of his family. On 
his death-bed Tamerlane, named Pir Mohammed Gehan Ghir the 
univerfal heir of all his dominions. The contempt with which his will• 
was tieated after ins death, was equal to the veneration which had been 
paid to his authority during his life. The fultan Khalil, another of his 
grandfons, immediately took pofleffion of the capita! of Samarcande, and 
proclaimed hirnfelf emperor. Pir Mohammed did not live long enough 
to afiert his rights, but was affaflinatedfix months after the death of Ids 
grandfather. 

The fultan Sharock, the youngeft of the two furviving fons of 
Tamerlane, fucceeded to the inheritance defigned for Gehan Ghir: he 
leigned near 42 years, during which the conquefts of his father in India 
feem to have remained in fubjedion to his authority. 

There is in Europe an excellent hiftory of the life of this prince, and 
of his deicendants, continued to the year 1497* There are likewife in 
England malxi ials iufficient to form a liilbory of the dependance in which 
India remained to the pofterity of Tamerlane, until one of them ereded 
the new dy nafty of mahomedan emperors in Indoftan, which is that of 
the prefent great Moguls; but thefe trads, hitherto,little regarded by 
thole, whole fortunes alone could furnilh the expence of prefen ting them 
to the public in languages of common ufe, remain out of the reach of 
public curioiity by the difficulties attending the ftudy of thole in which 
they are written. 

A few leraps detached from one another by conliderable intervals of 
time, and by fubjeds of little connedion with each other, would be of 
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little ufe to guide us through inch a length of obfcurity as that in which 
we view at prefent the hiftory of Tamerlane’s fucceflors in India, until 
the time of Sultan Babr: and this obfcurity mu ft remain, until the origi¬ 
nal hiftories brought into England by Mr. Frazer, or others equivalent 
to them, fliall be publiilied, 

The Sultan Babr was the 6th in defcent, not from Sharoch, but 
from the Mirza Miran Schah, another of the fons of Tamerlane ; this 
Babr, yielding to the conquefts of the Ufbeg Tartars, retired from the 
country of Mawhranhar towards India: after making feveral expeditions 
intoIndoftan,lie at laft in the year 1 526 defeated Sultan Ibrahim Loudi, 
and became emperor of Delhi. Who Sultan Ibrahim Loudi was, will 
in all probability be known, when the commentaries of Sultan Babr, 
written by himfelf, and which are at Oxford, fhall be trail Hated. After 
making ftill farther conquefts in Indoftan, Sultan Babr died near Agra 
in the December of the year 1530. 

The pride of the great Moguls defcended from Sultan Babr, in 
vaunting in tlieir titles and on all other occasions, their defcent from 
Tamerlane, has given rife to the common belief, that the throne of Delhi, 
and the whole extent of the conquefts made by Tamerlane in India, 
were maintained by his pofterity in a regular filiation, and without in¬ 
terruption. But fuch a fucceffion would have given no room for Sultan 
Babr’s conquefts over a ftranger,as Sultan Loudi appears to be, and would 
have excluded him from the honor of being the founder of the prefent 
dynafty of Great Moguls. 

Ho m a 1 o n fucceeded to his father Babr, and in 1 £4° into P er * 
fia before the Pitans, whom we imagine to have been the Mahomedan 
fubjects of Sultan Ibrahim Loudi conquered by Babr. By the aftiftance 
of the king of Perlia Homaion recovered his empire in 1 5.55, and died 
in 1556. Before his flight he had conquered and added to the Mogul 
dominions the kingdoms of Guzerat and Malva ; he had likewiie taken 
pofteflion of the kingdom of Bengal. 
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Acbar fucceded his father Homaion, and died, after a reign of near 
50 years, in 1605, He extended the empire, but not fo far to the 
fouthward as to prevent him from vouchfafmg to ftile the king of Portugal 
his neighbour, in virtue of the territories poffefted by this nation near 
Goa on the coafl of Malabar. 

To Acbar fucceeded his fon Jehanguir, who died in 1627, A weak 
prince, enflaved by the influence of his miftrefs Nourjehan, confined in 
his perfon, and conftrained in his government, by the ambition of his fon 
Gehan Schah. Sir Thomas Roe was fent embafiador to Jehanguir by 
king James the firft. 

Schah Gehan fucceeded to his father Jehanguir ; and after a reign 
fnccefsful until the change of his fortunes, to which a ficknefs of lan¬ 
guor occafioned by intemperance in his feraglio gave rife, was depofed 
and confined by his fon Aurengzebe, and died in 1666. 

There is not a more curious piece of hiftory than that of the rebel¬ 
lion of Aurengzebe againft his father, written by Mr. Bernier. After 
having murdered his three brothers and fome of their children, to ac¬ 
quire the throne, Aurengzebe maintained himfelf in it near 50 years, 
with fo ftridt an attention to the government of his empire, as entitles 
him to be ranked with the ableft princes, who have reigned in any age 
or country. He conquered more than half the provinces of the Penin- 
fula of India in perfon, and his viceroys conquered or fubjedted almoft 
all the reft, thefea coafts of Malabar excepted. The revenues of the 
empire amounted in his time to near thirty-eight millions of pounds fter- 
ling. He died in 1707. 

B u t all the abilities of Aurengzebe did not give him the power 
of fecuring his crown to one of his fons in preference to the reft, 
and it appears by his will, that he forefaw the contefts which enfued 
amongft them after his death. His fons Azem Schah, and Mahomed 
Mauzm, fought at the head of armies not equalled fince the time of 
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Tamerlane. That of Mahomed Mauzm confifted of more than three 
hundred thoufand fighting men, of which one hundred and fifty thoufand 
were cavalry. Azem, who feems by his father’s will to have been the 
favourite, was defeated and killed, and Mauzm was proclaimed em¬ 
peror, under the title of Bahadr Scitah, after which he attacked 
his brother Kaunbukfh, who was taken prifoner and died of his wounds. 
Bahadr Schah died after reigning about fix years according to Mr. 
Frazer. 

Of four fons which furvived their father Bahadr Schah, three joined 
againft the other, defeated and killed him, and then Jehander Schah 
feparated from the other two, defeated and put them to death; after 
which he was proclaimed emperor ; but as he was a very weak prince, 
and infatuated by his mi ft refs Lai Koar, who had been a public finger ; 
two brothers the principal men of his court dethroned him, and placed 
on the throne Mahomed Forruksir ion to Azem Schah, the prince 
who fell the firft of the three brothers, by whofe deaths Jehander Schah 
acquired the crown. 

We know not what term to give to the reign of Jehander Schah, the 
predeceiTor of Furrukfir, as Mr. Frazer, who is now the guide to whom 
we are moft indebted for the liiftory of this dynafty, feems to have made 
a miftake in the chronology of this period. Aurengzebe is fa id to 
have died in February 1707, and Mahomed Furrukfir in February 1719, 
which dates give an interval of twelve years. At the fame time Bahadr 
Schah the fucceffor of Aurengzebe is faidto have reigned about fix years, 
Mahomed Furrukfir the fucceflbr of Jehander Schah to have reigned 
feven : fo that we have in the reigns of thefe two princes, without the 
interpofition of Jehander Schah, more than the term which elapfed be¬ 
tween the deaths of Aurengzebe and Mahomed Furrukfir, whole deaths 
are afeertained by dates. Mr. Frazer has not afeertained the term of 
Jehander Schah’s reign ; but if thofe of Bahadr Schah and Furrukfir 
\ could be authentically reduced into the ipace to which they muft be con¬ 
fined, it would be fufficient, according to the ideas of Mogul hiftory, 
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that Jehander Schah only once performed the ceremony of fitting in 
public on the throne of Delhi, to intitle him to be ranked in the lift of 
the emperors of Indoftan. 

By that dependence to the great men of the kingdom to which their 
contefts for the crown had reduced the defcendants of Aurengzebe, the 
emperors defied, although reverenced as defpotic by the multitude, 
afcended the throne in bonds, and were in reality nothing more than the 
Haves of their minifters. 

Still the blood of Tamerlane continued to be held in too great ve¬ 
neration throughout the empire, to permit any others than his defcen¬ 
dants to entertain hopes of afcending the throne with impunity. Thofe 
who flood neareft to the throne, in virtue of their offices and power, 
were therefore contented to rule the empire as they pleafed, by {hewing 
to the people a pompous fovereign, who in reality commanded nothing 
but the women of his feraglio. 

Furruksir was the firft of the Great Moguls, whofe father had 
not been emperor, and we ihall foon fee more examples of this oblique 
fueceffion. The fame lords who had raifed, depofed him as a meafure 
neceflary to their own lecurity. Not content with confining him, they 
put out his eyes ; but even this degree of imbecillity and wretch ednefs 
did not appeafe their fears or fatisfy their refentments. They murdered 
him on the i 6th of February 1719, aggravating the deed with every in¬ 
dignity and infult. 

These depofers of Furrukfir placed on the throne his coufin german 
Raffeih al Dir]at fon of Raffeih al Shan, one of the brothers from 
whom the emperor Jehander Schah won the crown. Raffeih al Diijat 
was taken out of the caftle in which thofe of the royal family who are 
not murdered are fuffered to live. This change of his fortunes was not 
more extraordinary than it was of fliorf duration; for the fame difpofers 
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of' the throne who had made him emperor, murdered him when he had 
fcarcely reigned three months. 


They then took Raffeih al Dowlet, brother of Raffeih al Dirjat, 
probably out of the fame place of confinement, and placed him on the 
throne. The reign of this emperor was of fhorter duration than that of 
his brother, for lie died within a few days after his accellion, and his 
death was not fufpefted to be the effect of poifon. 


Mahomed Schah was now proclaimed by the two brothers Abdallah 
Khan, and Hoflan Ally Khan, whom we have feen powerful enough 
to make four and depofe five emperors of Indoftan. If there were no 
interreigns, four of tliefe fucceffions happened in the fpaceof four months. 

M A homed Schah was fon of Jehan Schah, one of the three brothers 
who perifhed in difputing the crown with their brother Jehander Schah. 
So that a fon of each of thefe three unfortunate princes became empe¬ 
ror only to be as unfortunate as his father. 

But the greateft humiliation, if not the moll tragical exit, was re¬ 
ferred for Mahomed Schah. But the beginning of his reign was not 
without a flroke of vigourinthe mode of eaftern politics; for his courtiers, 
to pleafe him, aflaflinated Hoflan Ally Khan, one of the two brothers 
whofe hands had been imbrued in fo much of the blood of his 
family. 

T H e other brother Abdullah Caun immediately appeared in arms, 
and oppofed another emperor of his own nomination to Mahomed Schah. 
A battle enfued, in which Abdullah iyas taken prifoner. He died three 
months afterwards of his wounds ; having, it is faid, received the af- 
furance of his pardon from Mahomed Schah; which, if true, is an 
example of clemency very rarely found in the politics of Afiatic mo- 
narchs. 
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The removal of two fuch dangerous enemies to the throne, placed 
Mahomed Schah in poflefEon of it with a fecurity unknown to his pre- 
dec effors, iince the reign of Aurengzebe; but this fecurity ferved only to 
render him unworthy of it. Indolent, fenfual, and irrefolute, lie vo¬ 
luntarily gave to favourites as great a degree of power, as that which the 
minifters of the throne had lately poffeffed in defiance of the will of their 
fovereigns. The fatal moment approached, in which a foreigner was to 
determine whether he fhould exterminate the race of Tamerlane, and 
annex the richeft empire of the univerie to his own. Caundorah the 
vizir and favourite of Mahomed Schah quarrelled with Nizam al Mu- 
luck the viceroy of the fouthern provinces, who had under his juris¬ 
diction very near a fourth part of the empire, and who without rebellion 
had rendered hinflelf almoft independant of the emperor. Bred under 
the eye of Aurengzebe, Nizam al Muluck cenfured openly and in the 
ftronge.ft terms, the lethargick and pufillanimous adminiftration, as well 
as the profligate and diffolute manners of the court; hoping, no doubt, 
to impair the influence of his rival Caundorah. At laft pretending that 
there could be no remedy to fuch defperate evils, but in a total revolu¬ 
tion of the empire, he advifed Tharaas Kouli Khan, who had ufurped 
the throne of Periia, to come and take poffeflion of that of Indoftan; 
and Thamas Kouli Khan followed his advice. 

Mr. Frazer has left us an authentic account of this extraordinary 
revolution. An army famifhed by its own numbers, commanded by 
chiefs unanimous in nothing but their unwillingness to fight, and thefe 
by an emperor who could not command his fears, fubmitted to 
enemies whom they outnumbered five to one : but thefe enemies had 
been inured to conflicts under the moft defperate foklier of the age, and 
were rendered invincible by the expectation of plundering the capital 
of the richeft empire in the world. A {kirmifh decided the fate of this 
empire, Mahomed Schah laid his regalia at the feet of Thamas Kouli 
Khan, who took poffeilion of Delhi, plundered it, and maffacred a 
hundred thouland of its inhabitants. 
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The conqueror referring to himfelf all the countries lying to the 
weftward of the river Indus and Attock, reftored all the reft to Maho¬ 
med Schah, and reinitiated him in the throne with formalities ; after 
which he returned to Perfia, carrying with him out of Indoftnn a trea- 
fure, which in effeds, fiver, gold and jewels, was valued at more than 
feventy millions of pounds fterling. He entered India from Kandahar 
in the beginning of the year 173b, and returned to Kandahar at the 
end of the year 1739. This dreadful incurfion is reckoned to have 
coft Indoftan, befides its treafures, the lofs of two hundred thoufand 
lives. 

The cruelties exercifed in India by Thamas Kouli Khan, were fuch, 
that a dervile had the courage to prefent a writing to him, conceived in 
thefe terms: <c If thou art a god, ad as a god ; if thou art a prophet, 
“ condudt us in the way of falvation ; if thou art a king, render the 
“ people happy, and do not deftroy them,” To which the barbarian 
replied, “ I am no god, to ad as a god ; nor a prophet, to fhew the 
“ way of falvation ; nor a king, to render the people happy; but I am 
“ he whom God fends to the nations which he has determined to vifit 
“ with his wrath.” 
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SECTION III. 

T H E northern nations of India, although idolaters, having fcarcc 
a religion, when compared to the multitude of fuperftitions and 
ceremonies which charaderife the inhabitants of the fouthern countries, 
were eafily induced to embrace Mahomedanifm, and are at this day the 
Affghans or Pitans, who figure fo much in all the late revolutions of 
Delhi. Excepting thefe, few of the other Indians have been converted. 

The armies which made the firft conquefts for the heads of the 
refpedive dynadies, or for other incurfors, left behind them numbers of 
Mahomedans, who, feduced by a finer climate and a richer country, 
forgot their own. 

T h e Mahomedan princes of India naturally gave a preference to the 
fervice of men of their own religion, who, from whatever country they 
came, were of a more vigorous conftitution than the flouted of the fub- 
jeded nation *. this preference has continually encouraged adventurers, 
from Tartary, Perfia, and Arabia, to feele their fortunes under a go¬ 
vernment, from which they were fure of receiving greater encourage¬ 
ment than they could exped at home. 

From thefe origins, time has formed in India a mighty nation of 
near ten millions of Mahomedans, whom Europeans call Moors : to 
them, under the authority of the Great Mogul, the greateft part of In- 
doftan is now fubjed: but, although the reigning nation, they are out- 
numbered by the Indians ten to one- 

This inferiority of numbers, has obliged the Mahomedans to leave 
in all parts of Indoftan, many Indian princes in pofleffion of their re¬ 
fpedive fovereignties, which they are permitted to govern without mo- 
leftation, on condition that they pay the ftipulated tribute, and do not 
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infringe any other part of the treaties by which they or their anceftors 
have acknowledged the fovereignty of the Great Mogul. Thefe Indian 
princes are called Rajahs, i. e. kings: more than one*half of the empire 
is at this day fiubjed to thefe Rajahs, of whom fome are princes of very 
fmall territories, and others, fuch as Jaffa mg and Jeffemfeing mentioned 
by Mr. Bernier in the hiftory of Aurengzebe, as alfo the kings of 
Myfore and Tanjore mentioned in the hiftory of the prefent wars of 
Coromandel, poffefs dominions almoft as large as the kings of Pruffia 
or Portugal. Many of them pretend to great antiquity of family, 
and one, whom the emperor Acbar conquered, boafted his dcicent 
from Porus. 


Besides the Indians who refide in the territories of the Rajahs, there 
are every where feen great numbers of them in thofe parts of the coun¬ 
try which are immediately fubjed to the great Mogul without the inter- 
pofition of an Indian prince to govern them. They are the only culti¬ 
vators of the land, and the only manufacturers of the immenfe quantities 
of linnen which are made in the empire; infonmch that at a diftance from 
the capital cities, the great trading towns, the encampments of armies, 
and the high roads, it is rare to fee in the villages or fields a Ma¬ 
homedan employed in any thing except levying contributions or ading 
in fome other refped as an officer of the Great Mogul. 


Intelligent enquirers affert that there are no written laws amongft \ 
the Indians, but that a few maxims tranfmitted by tradition lupply the 
place of fuch a code in the difcuffion of civil caufes ; and that the an¬ 
cient pradice, cor reded on particular occafions by the good fenfe of the 
judge, decides abfolutely in criminal cafes. In all cafes derived from the 
relations of blood, the Indian is worthy to be trufted with the greateft 
confidence; but in cafes of property, in which this relation does not exift, 
as a cunning fubtil people they are perpetually in difputes ; and for the 
want of a written'code the juftice or injuftice of the decifion depends on 
the integrity or venality of the judge. Hence the parties prefer to lubmit 
their caufe to the decifion of arbitrators chofen bythemfelves, rather than 
to that of the officers appointed by the government 
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The Alcoran is to the Mahomedans at once the fonrce of their religi¬ 
ous inftitutions, of their civil law, and of the adminiftration of juft ice 
in criminal cafes. The two firft of thefe heads have been as copioufly 
commented as in any religion or government whatfoever. 

The Mulla in Indoflan fuperintends the practice and punifhes the 
breach of religious duties, the Cadi holds courts in which are tried all 
difputes of property, and the Catwa) is the judge and executor of jufticc 
in criminal cafes. 

An accurate defcription of the functions allotted to the Cadi and the 
Mulla, would require a volume, which we have not materials to furnifh; 
and if furnifhed, this volume would leave us but imperfeCUy informed of 
the general adminiftration of juflice in the cafes fuppofed to fall under 
the jurifdiCtionof thefe officers ; fmce thefovereign or his delegate perpe¬ 
tually wrefts all kinds of caufes from the common forms of trial, and 
decides them himfelf without appeal. Some notion of the Catwal is 
given by Mr. Thevenot: the punifhments inflicted by this tribunal, are 
different from thofe prefcribed by the Alcoran; from the precepts of 
which the Catwal likewife deviates in exercifmg the torture, and it con¬ 
tradicts them, in being always open to bribery. 

We fee in thofe parts of Indoflan which are frequented by the Euro¬ 
pean nations, the cufloms or laws which regard lands fubjeCl to contra¬ 
dictions not eafily reconeileable. The hufbandman who pofTeffes a few 
' fields has the power of felling and bequeathing them, at the fame time 
that the diftrict in which thefe fields are included is annually let out by 
the government to a renter" who pays a certain fum of money to the lord 
* of the country, and receives from the cultivator a certain part of his har- 
vefts. The renter fometimes quarrels with the hufbandman, and dis¬ 
places him from his poffeffions : clamours as againfl the higheft degree 
of injuftice enfue; the prince interferes, and generally redreffes the poor 
man, who has fo much need of fupport in fuch a caufe of mifery; and if 
he fails to give this proof of his inclination to juftice, he is held in exe¬ 
cration, and deemed capable of any iniquity. 
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In all the countries abfolutely fubjecfted, the Great Mogul ftiles him- 
felf proprietor of all the lands, and gives portions of them at will as re¬ 
venues for life to his feudatories; but ftill thefe grants take not away from 
the cultivator the right of fale and bequeft. The policy of all the In¬ 
dian governments of Indoftan, as well as that of the Great Mogul, feems 
to confift more in a perpetual attention to prevent any one family from 
obtaining great pofieffions, than in the intention of multiplying oppref- 
fions upon the body of the people; for fuch a flavery would foon leave 
the monarch little grandeur to boaft of, and few fubjedts to command. 
As all acquifitions of land are fubjedt to the infpedtionof the government, 
the man who fhould attempt to make himfelf proprietor of a large eftate 
in land, would'be refufed the certificates neceflary to put him in poffef- 
fion, and would be marked as a victim necefiary to be facrificed to the 
policy of the ftate. From what we fee in the hiftories of this and other 
eaftern countries, the violences committed among the great, lead us to 
think that the man of more humble condition is fubject to ftill greater 
violences ; when, on the contrary, this humility is the beft of pro- 
tedlions. 

The Feudatory, by the acceptance of a certain title and the penfion 
which accompanies it, acknowledges the Great Mogul his heir. No 
man, from the Vizir downwards, has any truft of importance repofed 
in him but on thefe terms, and on his deceafe the whole of his property 
that can be found is feized for the ufe of the emperor, who gives back to 
the family what portion he pleafes. Tire eftates of all who are not feu¬ 
datories defcend to the natural heirs. 

These barriers raifed againft the aggrandizement of particular families 
became abfolutely neceflary in a ftate, neceflitated to repofe very great 
trufts in certain individuals. 

The whole extent of Indoftan is not divided into more than twenty- 
four provinces : each of thefe include feveral Indian principalities. A 
very large army ready to move at the firft warning was found neceflary to 
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coerce the Rajahs; the fame force divided under feveraldiftin& command¬ 
ers would have been ineffectual. Hence it was neceffary to give a large 
traCt of country to the government of a fmgle officer, or to relinquish 
the delign of extending the dominion. 

This officer, now well known in Europe by the title of Nabob, was 
made fubjeCt to the controul of others who reiided in the province with 
him, and over whom he had no authority. The fovereign referved to 
himfelf the power of life and death. Civil caufes were referved to the 
Cadi, and the revenues and expences of the province were fubjedt to the 
examination of the Duan, who managed the cuftoms and took poffeffion 
for the emperor of the eftates of the feudatories who died. The Great 
Mogul gave the government of the ftrongeft holds in the province to go¬ 
vernors who were in nothing fubject' to the Nabob. He was called to 
court, kept there, or tranflated into another government, whenever the 
miniftry thought thefe changes neceffary; and there was a time when 
they were fo frequent, that a new Nabob left Delhi riding contrary to 
the ufual manner with his back turned to the head of his elephant, and 
gave for a reafon, “ That he was looking out for his fucceffor.” 

The divifions of the royal family gave the Nabobs of provinces 
diftant from the capital, opportunities of acquiring a inability in their go¬ 
vernments, and the court.was now content to receive a stipulated fum, in 
lieu of the real revenues of the province, in which the Nabob became little 
lefs than abfolute, and had nothing to fear but an army from Delhi, which 
was always coming, and never came. But even before they arrived at 
this ftate of independence, we find them exercifmg the cruel caprices 
of defpotifm on wretches too weak to raile their complaints to the 
throne. Mandleflow tells a ftory of a Nabob who cut off the heads 
of a fet of dancing girls, that is, of a company of very handfome wo¬ 
men, becaufe they did not come to his palace on the firft iummons. In 
Tavernier we fee a man, who murders his wife, four children, and thir¬ 
teen flaves, and is left unpunifhed, becaufe he is the perfon on whom 
the Nabob relied for the cure of a diftemper. 
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made by Mahomedan Conquerors in lndoftan. 

The relations of all the travellers into Indoftan abound with examples 
of the vices of thefe princes. It has been obferved, that all the Ma- 
homedans eftablifhed in India acquire, in the third generation, the in¬ 
dolence and pufillanimity of the original inhabitants, and at the fame 
time a cruelty of character to which, the Indians are at prefent happily 
Grangers. Hence we are ahnoft induced to give aflent to the opinion, 
that the prohibition of fhedding blood of any kind, inculcated by the 
Indian religion, was a political inftitution, wifely calculated to change 
into gentler manners the fanguinary difpofition, which is faid to have 
chara&erifed all the inhabitants of lndoftan before the religion of Brama 
was introduced amongft them. 


The End of the Dissertation. 
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TO T FI E READER. 


S INCE the fir ft edition of this book in 1764, Mr. Alexander 
Dow has published a tr inflation, of The Hijlory of the Mahomedan 
Conquerors in Indojlan , written originally in Perfic by Feritsha. 
This work of Feritsha is an abridgement of other hiftorians, and 
extends from the beginning of the reign of Sebegtechin, the 
firft of the Ghaznavide Monarchs who made conquefts in Indoftan, to 
the end of the reign of the Emperor Acbar ; that is, from the year 
977 to 1605 of our JEra; and of the Mahomedan, from 365 to 
1014. 

Feritsha gives the origin and regular fucceffion of all the Kings 
of Ghazna and emperors of Delhi during this period, the progrefs of 
their conquefts in Indoftan, and the other principal events of their 
reigns ; and thus fupplies the voids and imperfe&ions of the hifto- 
rical part of our Dfertation on the EJlabliJhments made by Mahomedan 
Conquerors in Indojlan . We have, neverthelefs, left our diflertation in 
its firft ftate, that the attention of the Reader might be direifted to the 
work of Feritsha, which is the moft curious and valuable piece 
of Oriental hiftory, of which a tranflation has hitherto been given to 
Europe. 
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INTROD UCTION. 

T H E Englifli eftablifhments in the kingdom of 
Indoftan are divided into three governments, 
independant of each other. Bombay commands 
the factories on the weftern fide of the peninfula, com¬ 
monly called the Malabar coaft; together with tliofe in 
Perfia: the eftablifhments and poffeflions on the e aft era 
or Coromandel coaft are under the government of Ma- 
drafs: and thofe in Bengal depend on Calcutta. From 
the year 1745 to the conclufion of the late peace, the 

F Englifli 
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Englifh have been continually engaged in war, in one 
or other of thefe divilions: and the prefervation of their 
commerce in the E aft-indies abfolutely depended on 
the conduit and fuccefs of the wars of Coromandel and 
Bengal. We have therefore thought that a general 
hiftory of their military tr an factions in Indoftan, during 
this period, would not be unacceptable to the public; 
more efpecially as there is no part of the world in 
which the Britifh arms have, of late years, acquired 
more honour. 


BOOK 


h -i’-S 'J 





BOOK I. 


THE WAR OF COROMANDEL. 

LIE war declared between Great Britain and France in 1744* 



JL extended its operations to tlie fettlements of tlie two nations in 
India •, peace was no fooner restored to them by the treaty of Aix-la- 
Chapelle, than they took up arms againfl: one another, on the coaft of 
Coromandel, as allies to two Mooriih lords contending for the pof- 
feffion of the province of Carnatica. The competition between thefe 
lords had its rife in events, which happened feveral years before the 
Englifh or French took part in it; it therefore becomes neceffary to 
deferibe tliofe events; and as the government, policy, and cuftoms 
of the nations of Indoftan differ greatly from thofe of Europe, we fhall 
endeavour, in the courfe of our narrative, to give as much of their cha¬ 
racter and manners, as appears neceffary for the intelligence of the fads 
which we relate. 

Moft of the countries which have been conquered by the Great 
Mogul in the peninlula of India, are comprized under one viceroyalty, 
called from its lituation the Decan, or fouth. From the word Soubah, 
iignifying a province, the viceroy of this vaft territory, is called Soubah- 
dar, and by Europeans improperly Soubah. Of the countries tinder his 
jurifdidion, fome are entirely fubjeded to the throne of Delhi, and 
governed by Mahomedans, whom Europeans as improperly call Moors; 
whilft others remain under the government of their original Indian 
princes or Rajahs, and are fuffered to follow their ancient modes on 
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condi- 
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condition of paying tribute to die Great Mogul. The Moorifh gover¬ 
nors depending on the Soubah, a flume, when treating with their infe¬ 
riors, the title of Nabob, which fignifies Deputy : but this in the re- 
gifters of the throne is fynonimous toSoubahdar, and the greateft part 
of tliofe who flile themfelves Navabs, or Nabobs, are ranked at Delhi 
under the title of Phous-dar, which is much inferior to that which 
they affume, fignifying no more than the commander of a body of 
forces. The Europeans eftablifhed in the territories of thefe Pfeudo- 
Nabobs (if we may be allowed the expreffioh) following the example- 
of die natives with whom they have raoft intercotirfe, have agreed in 
giving them the title they fo much affeA. In deference therefore to 
the cuftprn which has prevailed, we fhall leave them in pofleffion of it, 
and in the courfe of our narration fhall likewife diflinguifli die great 
viceroy by that of Soubah, 

A Nabob ought to hold his commiflion from Delhi, and if at his 
death a iucceflor has not been previoufly appointed by the Great Mogul, 
the Soubah has the right of naming a perfon to adminifter the Nabob- 
fliip until die will of the Sovereign is known ; but a Nabob thus ap¬ 
pointed by a Soubah is not deemed authentically eftabliilied until he 
is confirmed from Delhi. The Soubah receives from the feveral Na¬ 
bobs the annual revenues of the crown, and remits them to the treaiury 
of the Empire. The Nabobs are obliged to accompany him in all mi¬ 
litary expeditions within the extent of his viceroyalty, but not in any 
without that extent. 1 heie regulations were intended to place them in 
luch a Hate of dependance on the Soubah as iliould render them fub- 
fe tv lent to the inteicfls oi the Empire, and at the fame time leave 
them in a Hate of mdependance, which would render it difficult for the 
Soubah to make ufe of their allifiance to brave the throne. 

1 he confiitudon of the Mogul Empire began to lofe its vigour im- 
mediately after the death of Aurengzebe, the able# monarch that ever 
reigned over IndoHan ; but fmee the dreadful incurfion of the Perfiarrs 
under 1 nanias EouLi Kdmn, it has declined daily more and more : lb 
Uiat curing the lafl fifty years, Soubahs have been feen to maintain 
themfelves in their governments again# the will of the throne, and 
have cotfequently appointed Nabobs under them with as little regard 

to 
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to its authority ; Nabobs likewife have kept pofleffion of their govern¬ 
ments in oppofition both to the Sou bah and the throne ; and what is 
more extraordinary in the offices of a defpotic ftate, both Soubahs and 
Nabobs have named their fucceflors, who have often fucceeded with 
as little oppofition as if they had been the heirs apparent of an heredi¬ 
tary dominion. What we have faid of the government of the fouthern 
provinces, is equally applicable to all the other Soubafhips of the 
Empire. 

The Carnatic is one of the moll cohfiderable Nabobfhips dependant 
on the Soubah of the Decan: from its capital it is likewife named the 
province of Arcot; but its prefent limits are greatly inferior to thofe 
which bounded the ancient Carnatic before it was conquered by the 
Great Mogul; for we do not find that the Nabobs of Arcot have ever 
extended their authority beyond the river Gondegama to the north, the 
great chain of mountains to the weft, and the borders of the kingdoms 
of Tritchanopoly, Tanjore, and Myfore to thefouth. The fea bounds 
it to the eaft. It was not before the beginning of the prefent century 
that this country was entirely reduced by the Moors. 

Sadatulla, a regular and acknowledged Nabob of the Carnatic, having 171 c, 

no iflue, adopted the two fans of his brother ; appointing the • elder, 
Doaft-ally, to fucceed in the Naboblliip; and conferring on the younger, 
Boker-ally, the government of Velore; he likewife directed that Gulam 
Haflein, the nephew of his favourite wife, ffiould be Duan or prime 
m ini Her to his fucceflpr. Having reigned from the year 1710 (01732, 1732. 

he died much regretted by his fubje&s. 

The difpolitions he had made were fulfilled without oppofition or 
difficulty ; but Nizam-al-muluck, the Soubah of the fouthern provinces, 
beheld the acccifton of Doaft-ally with averfion, fmce it took effect with¬ 
out that deference to his authority which he was determined to eftablilh 
throughout all the governments under his jurifdidUon,. The jealoufy 
of this powerful fuperior prevented Doaft-ally from procuring a regular 
confirmation from Delhi: it is faid that he only obtained forne letters 
of approbation from the vizir, without the proper forms of an au¬ 
thentic commilfion. 
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Doaft-ally had two ions, of whom the eldeft, Subder-atly, was arrived 
at man’s eftate when his father fucceeded to the Nabobfhip: he had 
like-wife feveral daughters, one of whom he had at that time given in 
marriage to his nephew Mortiz-ally, fon of Boker-ally ; and another to 
a more diftant relation named Chunda-falieb. This lord gave his own 
daughter by a former w T ife in marriage to Gulam Haffein, and availing 
himfelf of the incapacity of his fon-in-law, obtained die Nabob’s per- 
miJlion to adminifter the office of Duan in his ftead. 

The kingdoms of Tritchanopoly and Tanjore, although tributary to 
the Great Mogul, were each of them governed by its own prince or 
Rnjah, and the care of levying the tribute's of thefe countries was in¬ 
truded to the Nabobs of Arcot, who were fometimes obliged to fend 
an army to facilitate the collection of them. The death of the king of 
Tritchanopoly in 1736, was followed by difputes between the queen 
and a prince of the royal blood, which produced a confufion in the go¬ 
vernment fufficient to give the Nabob of Arcot hopes of fubjedVmg 
the kingdom to his authority. He therefore determined to fend an army 
under the command of his fon Subder-aily and the Duan Chunda-faheh 
to feize any opportunity which might offer of getting pofleffion of the 
city of Tritchanopoly; but to prevent fufpicions, the colledion of the 
tribute was given out as the only intendon of the expedition, and the 
army was ordered to move leifurely down to the fea-coaft, before they 
proceeded to the fouth : accordingly they came to Madrals, where they 
remained fome days, and then went to Pondicherry, where they Raid 
a longer time; during which, Chunda-faheb laid the firft foundation 
of his connexions with the French government in that city: from hence 
they marched to Tritchanopoly. 

By intrigues, of which we have not the details, Chunda-faheb pre¬ 
vailed on the queen to admit him with a body of troops into the city, 
having firft taken an oath on the Koran, that he would ad in nothing 
to her detriment: the people of the country fay that fhe fell in love 
with him ; if fo, fhe was ill requited, for he foon after feduced the 
garrifon, feized the city, and confined her to a prifon, where fhe died 
of grief. The fubmiffion of the reft of the kingdom foon followed that 
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of the capital; after which, Subder-ally leaving Chunda-faheb to govern 
thefe new acquifitions, returned to his father at Arcot, who appointed 
Meer-affud, the preceptor of Subder-ally, to fucceed Chunda-faheb in 
the office of Duan. 

The new Duan was well acquainted with the ambitious char after 
of hispredeceffor, and reprefented to Subder-ally the confequences which 
were to be apprehended from a man of fuch dangerous views, placed 
in a government of fuch importance. Subder-ally faw his error when 
it was too late to red re fs it; for when he reprefented to his father the 
neeeffity of recalling Chunda-faheb to Arcot, the Nabob, apprehendve 
of open ruptures in his family, and attached to his fon-in-law from 
an opinion of his abilities, could not be induced to follow Meer-afTud’s. 
advice. 

Chunda-faheb hearing what had been attempted againft him, took 
meafures to fecure himfelf: he put the city of Tritchanopoly in a good 
ftate of defence, and placed his two brothers in the ftrongeft towns 
dependant on. his fovereignty j Buda-faheb in Madura, and Saduck-fa- 
heb in Dindigul: but notwith{landing thefe preparations, he determined 
not to throw off his allegiance to the Nabob, before he fhould be 
openly attacked. 

In the mean time Nizam-al-muluck’s refentments againft the family 
of Doaft-ally increaied with their, acquifitions ; for, notwithftanding the 
independency affefted by Chunda-faheb, he did not doubt that the force 
of Tritchanopoly would always be united with that of Arcot, whenever 
danger from foreign powers ffiould threaten either of the two govern¬ 
ments. But his attention was for fome years taken up by affairs of much, 
greater importance than the reducing of this family to his obedience. 
At one time, he was prepared to join the great Mogul, whom he 
wifhed to fee dethroned, againft Thamas Kouli Khan, whom he 
had invited to invade the Empire: and after the Per ft an left Indoftan, 
he was obliged to keep his arms turned towards Delhi, where he was 
equally dreaded and detefted. Titus prevented from marching into the 
Carnatic, he at length determined to give the Morattoes permiffion to 
attack it. By this meafure he fatisned, in part, the obligations he lay 
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j 7^9, under to that nation, and at the fame time employed a force, which, 

v ' next to his own, was the moil capable of conquering the dominions 

of Doafl-ally. 

The country of the Morattoes lies between Bombay and Gol-Kon- 
dah: its limits are not known with any degree of certainty to Europeans, 
and we are equally ignorant of the origin and hiftory of the people. 
It is now a century that they have made a figure as the moft enterprizing 
foldiers of Indoftan, and as the only nation of Indians, which feems to 
make war an occupation by choice ; for the Raj pouts are foldiers by 
birth. Of late years they have often been at the gates of Delhi; fome- 
times in arms againft the throne : at others, in defence of it againft the 
A Afghans or Pi tans. The ftrength of their armies coniifts in their 
numerous cavalry, which is more capable of refilling fatigue than any 
in India ; large bodies of them having been known to march fifty 
miles in a day. They avoid general engagements, and feem to have 
no other idea in making war, but that of doing as much milchief 
us poffible to the enemy’s country. This they effect by driving off 
the cattle, deftrpying the harveft, burning the villages, and by exer- 
cifmg fuch cruelties as makes the people of the open country take 
flight on the firft rumours of their approach. The rapidity of their 
motions leaves the prince with whom they wage war little chance of 
finking a decifive blow againft them,, or even of attacking with effect 
any of their detachments. Hence the expence of maintaining an army 
in the field with very little probability of even fighting fuch an enemy, 
and the greater detriment arifing from the devaftations they commit, ge¬ 
nerally induce the governments they attack to purchafe their retreat with 
money. Great parfimony in their expences, and continued collections 
of treafure by the means now delcribed, have been the principal caufes 
of railing them, in lets than a century, from a people of inconfiderable 
note, to a nation which at prelent ftrikes terror into all the countries 
between Delhi and Cape Comorin. They often let out bodies of men, 
and fometimes whole armies; but the hiring of them is a dangerous re- 
fo urce ; for the offer of better terms feldom fails to make them change 
fides: and they feldom relinquish their pra&ice of plundering even in 
the countries which they are hired to defend. But notwithflamUng 
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their warlike character, they are in other refpeSs, the moil fcrupulous 1739. 
obfervers of the religion of Brama; never eating of anything that has 
life, nor even killing the.. infers which moled them: however, abuifalo 
facrifieed, with many ftrange ceremonies, atones for the blood of their 
own fpecies which they fhed in war. 

Before the Carnatic was conquered by the Great Mogul, the Morat- 
toes were in poffeffion of feveral fortreffes and territories in the country: 
retreating from which before the arms of the Moors, they ftipulated to 
receive annually a portion of the revenues, as a recompence for the pof- 
feffions which they relinquished, and as a tribute for defifting from 
their ufualpredatory incurfions into the province. The Nabobs of Ar- 
cot had for many years negleded to pay this tribute, and the Morat- 
toes had refrained from their ufual methods of obtaining reparation, 
from no other motive than their great fear of Nizam-al-muluck : but 
this re lira! jit was now removed by the encouragement which they re¬ 
ceived from him to invade the Carnatic, At the lame time the kings 
of Myfore and Tanjore, in relentment of the injuries they had differed 
from Chunda-faheb in his government of Tritchinopoly, incited them, 
as brethren of the fame religion, to attack the Carnatic, and to revenge 
the violations committed in their temples and holy places by that Maho- 
medan governor, and the Moors in his fervice. 

In the month of May, 1740, an army of 10000 Morattoes, under 1740, 
the command of Ragogee Bonlbla, approached the province with their 
ufual rapidity, and arrived at the mountains, which feparate it from 
the weffern country, before Doaft-ally was able to colled the whole of 
his forces to oppofe them; for a large part of his army happened at that 
time to be employed to the fouthward, under the command of his fon 
Subder-ally. The Nabob, however, marched from Arcot with what 
troops he was able to affemble, about 4000 horfe and 6oco foot, and 
with thefe determined to defend the paffes of Damal-cherri, through, 
which the Morattoes intended to enter the province, until he could be 
fuccoured by his Ton’s army, and the other troops of the province, which 
were advancing to his affidance: it is thought he would have fucceeded 
in this intention if he had not been betrayed by one of his officers, an 
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Indian, who fuffered the Morattoes to pafs the ftation where he com¬ 
manded. The next day, being the 20th of May, the whole army ap¬ 
peared in the Nabob’s rear, which was not defended by intrenchments, 
and having every advantage, attacked his troops with great fury ; who, 
encouraged by the example of their prince, defended themfelves refolutely 
for fevcral hours, until they fawhim, together with his fon Haffan-ally, 
fall dead from their elephants on the field of battle; the rout was then 
general; moil of the principal officers of die army were /lain, and Meer- 
affud, the Duan, was taken prifoner. 

Subder-ally, with the troops under his command, was advanced as far 
as Arcot when he heard of his father’s fate, upon which he immediately 
took refuge in Velore. Chunda-faheb likewife took the field with 5000 
horfe and 10000 foot, giving out that he intended to march to the Na¬ 
bob’s affiftance ; but by contrived delays he kept at a difiance from the 
field of battle, and as foon as he heard of the Nabob’s defeat, haflened 
back to Tritchinopoly. 

The Morattoes, after their victory, fent detachments to plunder and 
levy contributions in'every part of the province, but found that what 
they acquired by thefe means did not anfwer their expectations; for 
the wealthy inhabitants had removed all their valuable effects into the 
ffrong holds with which the province abounds. Thus difappointed, 
they readily liftened to the propofals of their prifoner Meer-affud, 
who was empowered by Subder-ally from Velore to treat with them: 
it was agreed that they fhouki be paid, at ffated periods, 10,000,000 
of rupees, equal to one year’s revenue of the province, on condition that 
they quitted the Carnatic immediately; thus much was made public, 
but another article was kept fecret. As foon as the treaty was ratified, 
Subder-ally affumed the title and authority of Nabob; but this power 
was now fo much impaired, that Chunda-faheb thinking he had nothing 
to apprehend from it, came to Arcot to do homage to him: however, 
the iplendor of his retinue, and the military force which accompanied 
him, made him appear rather the equal than the dependant of Sub- 
dcr-ally. 
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The fortifications of Pondicherry were at this time in inch reputation, 
amongft a people who had never before feen any tiling equal to them, 
that the late Nabob, as well as Subder-aily and Chunda-faheb, had fent 
their wives, children, and treafures, to remain there during the war. 
As foon as the Morattoes quitted the province, Subder-ally and Chun¬ 
da-faheb, attended by a large retinue, went to Pondicherry, where they 
flayed federal days. Subder-ally returning to Arcot, took with him his 
own and his father’s family; but Chunda-faheb proceeding to Tritch- 
inopoly, left the women of his family and one of his fpns there. 

In the month of December the province was again /truck with con- 
fternation by the return of the fame army of Morattoes which had lately 
a/Hidled it with fb many calamities. This fecond irruption was in 
confequence of the fecret engagement which they had made -with 
Subder-ally. 

Befides the fum of money which he had agreed to pay them, they 
had farther infilled on receiving fome territories in fovereignty, and in 
this demand Meer-afiud found them lb inflexible, that, confidering the 
territories of Tritchinopoly ferved only to render the power of Chunda- 
faheb formidable to his mailer, he confented to yield thofe countries to 
the Morattoes,' on condition that they fiiould attack them at their own 
expence : this they agreed to do, and at the fame time engaged to dif- 
pofe of Chunda-faheb, if he fell into their hands, in fuch a manner as 
ihould be raoft conducive to the interefts of the Nabob of Arcot. 

Tritchinopoly was ftrongly fortified in the Indian manner of defence; 
and Chunda-faheb, on the firft news of the approach of the Morattoes 
again ft Doaft-ally, ftored it with a great quantity of grain, which is 
considered as the bell fecurity of a fortified place amongft a people who 
are very little {killed in the ufe of cannon or other engines of battery. 
Meer-afiud therefore forefeeing that he would be able to p rot rad his de¬ 
fence as long as his provifions Lifted, advifed the Morattoes to quit the 
Carnatic, and to encamp at fuch a diftance as might prevent anyfufpicion 
of their intentions to return. This artful condud produced the effejft 
intended by it; for Chunda-faheb imagining that the Morattoes were me¬ 
ditating expeditions into other provinces, fold his ftores of grain ; of 
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1 740. which they no fooner received intelligence than they fet out from their 
camp at Sevegunga, and by very expeditious marches appeared in fight 
of Tritchinopoiy before he could remedy the di ft refs to which he had fa 
unwarily reduced it. 

1741. They invefted the city clofely, and were attentive to prevent the in¬ 
troduction of any fupplies or reinforcements; neverthelefs the brothers 
of Chunda-faheb attempted to relieve it. Buda-faheb advanced from 
Madura with a large convoy of provifions, efcorted by 3000 horfe and 
7000 foot: the.Morattoes detached 20000 men to intercept this rein¬ 
forcement, which defended itlelf with bravery until Buda-faheb fell, when 
the death of the leader was followed by a general rout, as it always hap¬ 
pens in tire battles of Indoftan: they cut off Buda-faheb’s head, and fent 
it to Chunda-faheb as a confirmation of his brother’s defeat. Another 
detachment attacked Sabduck-faheb, approaching from Dindigul with 
1500 horfe and 3000 foot, who were likewife defeated after a fharp 
fight, which ended with the death of Saduck-faheb. 

Chunda-falieb, notwithftanding thefe misfortunes, continued to de¬ 
fend the city with great refolution, and protracted the fiege until the 
greateft part of his provifions was confumed, and a confiderable num¬ 
ber of his men, with feme of his beft officers, killed; the dread of fa¬ 
mine had alio caufed many to defert: thofe remaining, worn out with 
'fatigues, called upon him with one voice to {urrender. He delivered up 
the city and himfelf on the 26 th of March, 1741, after having Tuf- 
tained a fiege of three months. The Morattoes placed him, with his 
Ion, and feveral principal officers, under the ftri&eft confinement, in¬ 
tending to be well paid for the ranfom of their perfbns. After i'ome 
time fpent in draining Tritchanopoly of all they could find valuable in it, 
they appointed Morari-rov/,one of their generals, viceroy of the kingdom, 
and leaving 14000 of their beft troops under his command, returned to 
their own country, where they confined their prifoners in a ftrong fort 
in the neighbourhood of Sattarah their metropolis. 

The Morattoes, by the poflefhon of Tritchinopoiy, were now become 
of enemies, allies to Subder-ally ; and the imprifonment of Churida- 
faheb at fuch a diftance from the Carnatic, removed the only leader 
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deemed capable of exciting inteftine commotions. But the refentment 
of Nizam-al-muluck flill remained to be appealed, which could only 
be done by remitting to him thofe large arrears of revenues which the 
Nabob Poaft-ally, availing himfelf of the convulfions of the empire, had 
withheld. Suhder-ally therefore was convinced that a florin would 
break upon him from this quarter as foon as Nizam-al-muluck himfelf 
fh'ould have none to fear from Delhi : but as .this time was not yet 
come, he determined not to exhauft his treafures from the apprehen- 
fion of dangers, which, although-probable, were hill uncertain; he 
amufed Nizam-al-muluck with humble excufes, founded on the po¬ 
verty to which he pretended to be reduced by the incurlion of the Mo¬ 
rattoes ; and even demeaned himfelf fo far as to give out he intended to 
go to Arabia, and there fpend the remainder of his days in a£ts of de¬ 
votion at the tomb of his prophet. 

The poverty to which he pretended to be reduced was a$ little real 
as the fpirit of devotion which he affe&cd, for the greateft part of 
his father’s treafures had been preferved under the care of liis mother, 
when /lie took refuge in Pondicherry. However, the late calamities 
left filch an imprefiion of terror upon his mind, that he did. not ven¬ 
ture to keep his court in the open and defencelefs city, of Arcot, but 
took up his refidence in Velore, which was well fortified, and its citadel 
built two hundred years ago by the Morattoes, the ftrongefl in the Carna¬ 
tic : with the fame fpirit of precaution he fent the women and children of 
his family, together with his treafures, to Madrafs; giving this preference 
to the Engli/h nation by the advice of Meer-afihd, who already Jiifped- 
ed the connexions which fubfifted between Chuada-faheb and Mr. Du- 
pleix, the governor of Pondicherry. From Velore the Nabob made fe- 
veral vilits to his family at Madrafs, and thefe journies were reported 
to Nizam-al-muluck as proofs of his intention to proceed from thence 
by fea to Mecca. 

The commanders of all the towns and forts in the Carnatic had 
been afifefled in funis proportioned to their incomes, which were levied 
at hated periods, in order to difeharge the ranfom of the province due 
to the Morattoes. The government of Velore was the richeft fief fub- 
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jed to the NaboMMp of Arcot, and by the treasures which Mortiz-ally 
inherited from his father, as alfo by a very pariimonious management 
of the revenues of his government, he was become the richeft man in 
the province, Having married the iifter of Subder-ally, and being iiIce- 
wife nearly related to him by birth, he thought that thefe titles of kin¬ 
dred, joined to the reception which he gave to the Nabob and his coui\, 
would excufe him from the neceffity of furnifhing what remained due 
of his proportion of the general afiefiment; but the Nabob, who knew 
the Morattoes were not to be diiappointed with impunity, and who 
was as unwilling as Mortiz-ally to difbutfe Ms private treafures until the 
laft extremity, determined to oblige him to furnifh his contingent with 
the fame punctuality as the other governors ol the province. Many of 
thefe were attentive to the conduct of the governor ol \ elore, and 
were ready to withhold their proportions of the aflellment as foon as 
they fhould find a refpedable leader to fet the example, and to Uipport 
them in the confequences of refufing to obey the Nabob s orders; they 
therefore confederated with Mortiz-ally, and reprelented to him, that 
Nizam-al-muluck, the Soubah of the fouthern provinces, would behold 
with fatisfadion even the moil: defperate meal tires which might be taxen 
by the officers of the Carnatic, again ft a prince who paid fo little defe¬ 
rence to his authority. 

Mortiz-ally, born cruel and treacherous, had no reflraints in his com- 
pofition to flop his hand from the perpetration of any crime by which 
Ms avarice, ambition, or revenge could be gratified: he was indeed by 
many fufpeded of being uncommonly deficient in perfonal courage, but 
this perfuafion feems to have taken its rife from the fufpicious habits of 
his domeftic life; fince he never moved, even in his own palace, with¬ 
out being furrounded by guards, nor ever ventured to tafle any thing 
that was not brought to him in a veffel to which his wife had affixed 
her feal. The Nabob therefore held the pufillaninious charader of his 
brother-in-law in the greateft contempt, and apprehended no danger 
from a man who lived in perpetual apprehenhons of poifon from his 
own family and domefiics. Mortiz-ally Hill continued to evade the pay¬ 
ment of his arrears of the afiefiment; and the Nabob, wearied by 
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trifling excufes, one day in public imprudently threatened to difpoffefs 1742. 
him of his government, if he evaded any longer to comply with 
his orders. This outrage immediately flung him into the clofeft con¬ 
nection with the diflatisfied governors, who now flattered his ambition, 
by a (Turing him that they would acknowledge him Nabob of Arcot as 
foon as Subder-ally (hould be removed. 

The Nabob’s army was encamped within the fuburbs and under the 
walls of Velore : a body of guards and a numerous retinue conftantly 
attended him within the fort, fo that he feemed in no danger from 
open violence, or fecret treachery. But nothing of the confpiraey 
tranfpired; and he was unfortunately confirmed in his fecurity by the 
extreme humility with which Mortiz-ally carried himfelf after the out¬ 
rage he had received. 

At the time of that feftival to which the Mahomedans of Indoflan 
have the greateft devotion, all the Nabob’s fervants aTked permiffion 
to be abfent for two or three days to celebrate it in their own families. 
Contrary to the tifual cuftom of the courts of Indoflan, the Nabob 
fuffered all his retinue and guards, excepting four perfons, to quit him; 
and fo little was he fufpicious of die danger to which he expofed him¬ 
felf by this unguarded indulgence, that he even defired fome of the 
officers and menial fervants of Mortiz-ally might attend him during the 
abfence of his own. Mortiz-ally determined not to lofc this oppor¬ 
tunity, which was fuch as might never offer again, to ftrike the blow 
he had meditated. On the 2d of October, the day after the Nabob’s 
retinue had left him, the victuals prepared for his table were poifoned. 

The Nabob had fcarcely finifhed his meal before he began to be greatly 
difordered, and although the ffrength of his conffitution, with timely 
affiftance, enabled him to throw off the mortal effeCts of the poifon, 
yet it left him much enfeebled. Even this attack did not tho¬ 
roughly awaken his fufpicions, which thole of Mortiz-ally’s family, 
who waited on him, contributed to ffifle, by representing his indifpo- 
fition to be the accefs of a bilious diforder, very common in India. 
Mortiz-ally knew he had no time to lofe, and propofed to fome of his 
officers, in whom he had the moft confidence, to go and put an end to 
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the Nabob’s life. It is faid that all refufed to ferve him in this cruel 
commiffion, excepting one, whole wife Subder-ally had formerly de¬ 
bauched : this man, a Pi tan, having engaged fome Abyffinian Haves, 
led them at midnight to the Nabob’s apartment, where the few fervants 
who attended the Nabob-were afleep round his bed. They were im¬ 
mediately feized, and prevented from making refinance. The Nabob 
himfelf, inftead of taking up his arms, attempted to make his ef- 
cape through a window. The leader of the afiafTms feized liim before 
he could pal's through it, and upbraiding him with the injury of his 
adultery, and exulting in the revenge he was taking, killed him with 
l'everal Hubs of a poniard. 

Meer-afiud the Tuan was in the fort, and the inviolable attachment 
which this mini Her was known to bear to his mailer, fuggeftcd to 
Mortiz-ally the intention of ddlroying fo dangerous awitnelsof the mur¬ 
der which he had committed. The orders were given to put him to 
death, when fqme of Mortiz-ally’s officers rcprelented to him the ne- 
cefiity of preferring the life of a man, from whom alone he could 
obtain that knowledge of the affairs of the Carnatic, which would be 
neceffiary for his own conduct, as foon as he fhould be declared Nabob. 
1 hefe reprefentations were dictated by reverence to the character of 
Meer-aflud, whofe virtues preferved him in this iaftant of imminent 
danger from the deftrutlion to which he had been doomed. 

I he gates of the fort of Velore were ftriddy guarded during this 
night of horror, and thofc only who produced a particular permiflion were 
fuffered to pafs out the enliiing day. So that the news of Subder-ally 
Khan s death was carried the next morning to the army encamped near 
Velore, by emiffaries employed by Mortiz-ally himfelf, who reprclentedit 
as an accident in which their mailer had no part, and imputed it to the 
fudden refentment of fome of the principal officers, of whom the Nabob 
had treated l'everal with ignominious language, and had affronted one 
by a blow. But luch was the general opinion of Mortiz-ally’s charac¬ 
ter, that the foldierv immediately Hew to their arms, and cried out ill 
tumult, that their Nabob had been affallinated by the governor of 
Velore. The principal officers of the army were abfent celebrating the 
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feaft; and the foldiery left to their own conduft, in the firfl impulfe of 
deteftation, threatened to florin the fort immediately, and to. maffacre 
all who were in it; but, on recoiledion of its foength, this refolu- 
tiori fubJided, and they agreed to wait the return of their officers, before 
they fhould proceed to extremities. The emiffaries of Mortiz-ally took 
advantage of this fufpenfion of their rage, and called to their re¬ 
collection the great arrears of pay, which were due to them from Sub- 
der-ally, who, although well able, had conflantly evaded to fatisfy their 
demands : whereas if the army, they faid, would admit Mortiz-ally s 
pretenfions to the Nabobfhip of Arcot, and declare in his favour, he 
would doubtlefs agree to pay all that was due to them. 

The armies of the Mahomedan princes of Indoftan are compofed of 
a number of diftinCfc bodies of troops inliited by different leaders; who, 
with their bands, enter into, aud quit the iervice of different princes, ac¬ 
cording to the advantages which they expeCfc to receive. Hence the degree 
of reliance which a prince can have on his army is proportioned to the 
treafures of which he is poffeffed, joined to his inclination to difburfe 
them; and it is common in the wars of Indoftan to fee larg'e bodies of 
troops going over to the enemy on the very field of battle. The army at 
Velore forgot its refentments againft Mortiz-ally in proportion as the 
terms pvopofed by his emill'anes appeared to be real. The officers, 
as they arrived in the camp, were immediately brought over to his 
intereft by prefents; accounts were adjufted, times of payment were fti- 
pulated, and all, officers as well as foldiers, agreed to acknowledge 
Mortiz-ally Nabob of the Carnatic, within two days after he had 
murdered Subder-ally. 

Mortiz-ally now pitched his tents without the gates of Velore, and 
caufed himfelf to be proclaimed Nabob. In November lie made his 
entry with'pomp into the city of Arcot, and was again proclaimed there. 

As foon as the firffc agitations which this fudden and unexpected 
revolution had occaiioned began to fubfide, feveral of the principal 
officers in the Carnatic communicated to one another their fentiments 
on his acceffion, and concurred in a deteftation of it; Thefe ap- 
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plied to Morari-row, the Morattoe governor of Tritchinopoly, -who 
did not hefitate to declare openly againft him. The Englifti at 
Madrafs were requeued to protect the fon and family of Subder-ally, to¬ 
gether with their wealth, notwithftanding any menaces which they might 
receive from Mortiz-ally j who did not fail to demand this prey, and had 
the vexation to find it placed out of his reach. .Several of the principal 
officers of the army, won by the friends of Subder-ally’s family, en¬ 
gaged to effect a general revolt. On a hidden the army demanded im¬ 
mediate payment of the whole of their arrears, which at Velore they had 
agreed to receive at diftant periods, and furrounding the palace in 
tumult, accompanied their demands with threats. 

Mortiz-ally had not courage to ft and this ftorm ; but immediately 
determined to place liimfelf out of the reach of danger. Women 
of rank in Indoftan never appear in public; and travel in covered 
carriages, which are very rarely hopped or examined even in times of 
fufpicion. He therefore difguifed himfelf in a womans drefs, 
quitted Arcot in the night, in a covered Pallankin, accompanied by fe- 
veral female attendants, and in this equipage gained his fort of Velore 
without interruption. 

As foon as his flight was difcovered, the army proclaimed Seid Ma¬ 
homed Khan, the fon of Subder-ally, an infant who refided in Madrafs 
with his mother. The government of the province was entrLifted to 
a Duan cliofen by the friends of the family, and the young Nabob 
and his mother were removed from Madrafs to Vandiwafh, the fort of 
Tnckia-fahcb, who had married one of the fifters of Subder-ally. 

Thefe revolutions in the Carnatic happened at a time when Nizam- 
al-muluck, having no longer arty thing to apprehend from the politics 
of the court of Delhi, where he had obtained for his fon Ghazi-o’dm 
Khan the poft of captain general of the Mogul’s armies, was preparing 
to vifit the Carnatic. He left Gol-Kondah in the beginning of the year 
J743, and arrived at Arcot in the month of March following. His 
army is faid to have confifted of 80,000 horfe and 200,000 foot. 
Their numbers, and the reputation of their leader, deterred all the princes 
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of the countries through which they pafl'ed from making any refinance: 
and they entered the province of Arcot with as little oppofition. When 
arrived at the city, Nizam-al-muluck was ftruck with amazement at 
the anarchy which prevailed in every part of the government. Every 
governor of a fort, and every commander of a diftridt, had affirmed the 
title of Nabob, anti had given to the officers of his retinue the lame 
names as diftinguilhed the perfons who held the moft conliderable em¬ 
ployments in the court of the Soubah. One day, alter having re¬ 
ceived the homage of feveral of thefe Jittle lords, Nizam-al-muluck 
faid, that he had that day feen no lefs than eighteen Nabobs in the Car¬ 
natic; whereas he had always imagined that there was but one in all 
the fouthern provinces. He then turned to his guards, and order¬ 
ed them to fcourge the fir ft perfon who, for the future, Ihould in his 
prefence affume the title of Nabob. 

The young fon of Subder-ally, accompanied by fever al of his 
principal officers, paid his vifit of homage to the Soubah, who re¬ 
filled him the permiffion of returning to Vandiwafh, and ordered iome 
of his own officers to take charge of his perfon, directing them to 
treat him with lenity and refpedt He then appointed Coja Abdulla 
Khan, the general of his army, Nabob of Arcot, and ol all its 
dependencies, and Cent a fummons to Moran-row, the governor of 
Tritchinopoly, to furrender the city. Finding that the Morattoe perlfft- 
ed in refilling to obey his orders, he marched with his whole army, and 
fat down before it: prefents and promiles fupplied the place of hoftilities 
in reducing it. In the month of Auguft Morari-row evacuated Trit¬ 
chinopoly, and foon after quitted the Carnatic with all his Morattoes. 

Nizam-al-muluck having thus fettled the affairs of the province 
without unfheathing the {word, returned to Gol-Kondah. Coja Ab¬ 
dullah continued to command the army until it arrived there; leaving 
one of his dependants to adminifter the government of Arcot during 
his abfence. It was not before the month of March in the next 
year that he prepared to return, and after having been diftinguifhed 
with particular honours on the day that he took leave of the Soubah, 
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1744. was the next morning found dead in his bed. His body bore marks of 
1 —poifon; but as the hand from which it came could never be difcovered, 
it was imputed to the perfon who received the moll advantage from it, 
by fucceeding him in the government of the Carnatic. This was 
An war-odean, who was immediately nominated to that employment, 
and arrived at Arcot in the month of April. 

The introdudlion of this flranger into the Carnatic was the fourcc of 
many of the events which it is the intention of this narrative to com¬ 
memorate ; and there are fo many and fuch injurious mifreprefentations 
of his'origin, and of that part of his life which preceded his acceffion to 
the Nabobfhip, that it is neceffary to invalidate them by an impartial 
defcription of his hiilory. 

Anawar, the father of An’war-odean, diftingmfhed- himfelf by his 
great erudition, and by the application of it to explanations of the 
original text of the Koran: he made the pilgrimage of Mecca, with¬ 
out which proof of piety it is difficult, among Mahomedans, to acquire 
the reputation of a truly devout man. At his return from this voyage 
he was apjointed by Aurenzgebe, to be one of thofe religious officers 
who are appointed to offer up daily prayers for the health and profperity 
of the fovereign. In confequence of this appointment, he received a 
. penfion, and was ennobled by being ranked as a commander of 250 
horfe, with the right of taking the title of Khan, which fignifies Lord, 
or father Chieftain. This title would appeal* incompatible with the 
character of a religious man, if every title of nobility in Indoftan did 
not confift in a military commiffion; by which it is iuppofed, although 
rarely infilled on, that the perfon who receives the commiffion fhall 
maintain a certain number of horfe for the Emperor’s fervice. With 
thefe honours and advantages Anawar retired to Gopee-mahoo, and 
the're finifhed his days. 

His fon-An’war-odean went to court with recommendations from his 
father, which procured him a title of the fame rank as had been 
given, to his father: he was afterwards raifed to the command of 500 
horfe, and was appointed governor of the diftrict of Coora-Geha- 
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nabad. Ill fuccefs, or perhaps ill conduct,' preventing him from 1 4 -f • 

being able to pay the ufual revenues of his government to the 
throne, he quitted it privately aud went to Amedabad. Here Gazi- 
o’din Khan, the Soubah of the fouthern provinces, gave him a 
poll of confidcrable trull and profit in the city of Surat, whilft his 
friends at Delhi took care to prevent" further enquiries concerning him, 
by reporting him dead. After the death of Gazi-o'din Khan, father of 
Nizam-al-muluck, An’war-odean went to pay'his court to Nizam-ai- 
muluck, who had fucceeded to the Soubahfhip of the fouthern pro¬ 
vinces, and was by him appointed Nabob of the Yalore and Raja-mun- 
dnun countries, which he governed from the year 172 3 to 1741. When 
Nizam-al-muluck was preparing to vifit the Carnatic, An’war-odean at¬ 
tended his court, and was left by him in one of the principal flations in the 
city and territory of Gol-Kondah; and a very few days after the death of 
Coja Abdulla, Nizam-al-muluck appointed him to adminifter the go¬ 
vernment of the Carnatic, in which choice he fee ms to have been in¬ 
fluenced by his opinion of the neceffity of placing a province, in which 
he fufpefled commotions, under the direction of a brave and experienced 
fold ter ; fiich was An’war-odean. 

There is no country in which the titles of defeent are lefs inflrumental 
to the fortunes of men than they are in Indoflan; none but thofe of the 
royal blood are confidered as hereditary nobility; to all others, the 
exclufion is fo abfolute, that a new atft from the fovereign is neceffary 
to ennoble even the fon of the Grand Vizir of the Empire. The field 
of fortune is open to every man who has courage enough to make ufe 
of his fword, or to whom nature has given fuperior talents of mind. 

Hence it happens, that half the grandees of Indoflan have arrived to 
the highefl employments in the empire from conditions not lefs humble 
than that of An’war-odean Khan, againil whofe accefiion to the Nabob- 
fhip of the Carnatic, the people had taken an averfion, from caufes in¬ 
dependent of his perfonal char after. 

During the 30 years which preceded thevifitationof Nizam-al-muluck, 
the Carnatic had been governed by the fame family, in a fticceffion of 
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three Nabobs, -who, availing themfeives of the general eonfufion of the 
empire, had acquired a greater liability in their office than is the ufual 
lot of governors in Indoftan. The Nabobs of this family, confidering the 
fovereignty as a kind of inheritance, had not conducted themfeives in 
their adminiflration with that fpiritof ravage, which is the ufual eonfe- 
quence of uncertain and tranfitory pofleffion. The revenues of the Car¬ 
natic depend upon the harveils oFgrain, and thefe on the quantities of 
water, which are referved to fupply the defect of rain during the dry feafon 
of the year: for thispurpofe vafl refervoirs have been formed, of which 
not only the eonftru&ion, but even the repairs in cafes of inundation re¬ 
quire an expence much beyond the faculties of the farmer or renter 
of the land. If therefore the avarice of the prince with-holds his 
hand from the prefervation of thefe fources of fertility, and at the 
fame time dilates to him an inflexible refolution of receiving his 
ufual incomes; the farmer oppreffed, opprefles the labourer, and 
the mifery of the people becomes complete, by the vexations of collec¬ 
tors exercifed in times of fcarcity, of which the cruel pariimony of the 
prince has been the principal Game. 

It is not therefore to be wondered at that the province which had felt 
the good effects of amild and generous adminiftration,fromthe reigns of 
the family of Sadatulla Khan, fhould behold with regret the introduc¬ 
tion of any ftranger whomfoever to govern the Carnatic. The young 
(bn of Subder-ally was the only perfon whom the province wiihed to fee 
their ruler. 

In deference to this affection, and from the danger of Shocking it 
at once too violently, Nizam-al-muluck gave out that he intended 
to confer the Nabobfhip of Arcot on this youth, as foon as he fhould 
arrive at the age of manhood. At the fame time he gave An war- 
odean Khan all the powers neceflary for governing the Carnatic during 
this interval, and committed the young prince to his care, with the 
authority of a guardian. From the palpable impropriety of repofing 
fo delicate a trull in the very perfon to whom the greatefl advan¬ 
tages would accrue from an unfaithful difeharge of it, Nizam-al- 
muluck may be fufpe£ted of having dilfembled throughout this tranl- 
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aftion. The general joy with which the youth was received, on his ar- 1 744 * 
rival in the province, eclipfed all the homage that was paid to the fove- 
reign power of his guardian ; and it is fuppofed that the provUional 
Nabob did not behold without jealoyfy thefe demondrations of the public 
attachment to the fon of Subder-ally. 

An’war-adean however did not difcover any fymptorns of difeon- 
tent in his treatment of the young prince : on the contrary, he main¬ 
tained him in a fplendor adequate to his birth, and affigned the palace 
in the fort of Arcot for his residence. Here the young Seid Mahomed 
pafied fome time without any other inquietude, than that which he re¬ 
ceived from the importunities of a band of Pitan foldiers, who had been 
in the fervice of his father, and who pretended that a long arrear of pay 
was due to them. 

The Pitan s, whole country is in the mod northern part of the Em¬ 
pire, are the braved of the Mahomedan foldiery levied in Indodan. 

From a confcioufnefs of this fuperiority, together with a reliance on the 
national connection which exids amongd them howfoever difperfed into 
the fervices of different princes, they have acquired an infolence and au¬ 
dacity of manners, which diftinguilhes them, as much as the hardnefs 
of their phyfiognomy, from every other race of men in the Empire : 
they treat even the lords they ferve with very little of that refpeft which 
char after ifes all the other dependents of a fovereign in Indodan. From 
the known ferocity of their temper, it is thought dangerous to Inflict, 
punifhment on them, even when they deferve it; as a drong fpirit of 
revenge has familiaidfed them with afl'aflination, which they feldom fail 
to employ whenever the finallnefs of their numbers difables them 
from taking vengeance by more open attacks. The Pitans, who had 
ferved Subder-allv Khan, continued to prefent themfelves every day 
before his fon, demanding their arrears with clamour and info¬ 
lence. 

In the month of June a wedding of one of the relations of Subder- 
ally was celebrated in the fort of Arcot. The young prince, as 
being the head of the family, was invited to prefide at the ceremony. 

The cudomary invitations were likewife given to all the other relations, 
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1 744. many of whom were lords of governments in the Carnatic; among thefe 

* ■ ’ was Mortiz-ally. The young Seid Mahomed was taught to conceal the 
-emotions he naturally felt at feeing the murderer of his father named in 
the till: of his friends as a gueft invited with his approbation. Such are 
the manners of a court in Indoflan. It was thought that Mortiz-ally 
would not venture bis perfon out of the forts of Velore, during the 
fir ft days of a new adminiftration; but, in contradiction to this notion, 
he came to Arcot, and prefented himfelf before the young prince, as 
one of the guefts at the wedding; and was* treated with diftindlion and 
refpeft by the regent Nabob An’war-odean Khan, who was like wife in¬ 
vited to the wedding. 

Chi the day appointed for the folcmnization of the marriage, twelve 
Pitans, with the captain of the band, prefented thcmielves before the 
young prince, and demanded their arrets with a more determined fpirit 
of infolcnce than they had hitherto fhewn in any of their former ap- 
' plications. It is reckoned the higheft indignity that can be offered to a 
folclier, to order him to retire by an expreffion of contempt; and if any 
violence is employed to remove him, he generally relents it in the inftant 
with blood-fhed. Thefe confiderations were not fufficient to reftrain the 
zeal of Seid Mahomed’s attendants from refenting the infult which was 
offered to their prince ; and finding that expo (halations did not prevail, 
they feized on the Pitans, and turned them out of the palace by force. 
The Pitans fuffered themfelves to be removed with much lefs refinance 
than it was expelled they would have made again!! a treatment 
fo repugnant to the ideas which thefe haughty foldiers entertain 
of their own importance. The fame day they advanced again into 
the prefence of Seid Mahomed, and apologized for their difre- 
fpe&ful behaviour : their fubmiffions fuppreffed all fufpicions of their 
condudt during the remaining part of the day. 

In the evening Seid Mahomed, with Mortiz-ally and mod of 
the other guefts, were aflembled, and as foon as the young prince was 
informed that An’war-odeap was approaching, he arofe from his feat, 
and palled into the veflibule of the hall, intending to pay his guardian 
the compliment of receiving him at the bottom of the fteps, which 
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led into the palace. He was attended by all the other guefts, and 
many of his own officers and guards. The thirteen Pitans, who had 
made their fubmiffion in the morning, appeared the fore mo ft of the 
fpe&ators in the court below, and diftmguifhed themfelves by the affec¬ 
tation of great reverence in their manner of faluting Seid Mahomed 
Khan, as foon as he appeared in the veftibule. After thefe compliments, 
their captain, with the appearance of a man fenlible that be had 
offended his lord, and intended to fubmit himfelf at bis feet, afeended 
the Iteps, and was permitted to approach within the reach of his perfon; 
when the affaffm drew a dagger, and at the fir ft blow ftabbed him 
to the heart. 

A thoufand fwords and poignards were drawn in an inffant: the 
murderer was cut to pieces on the very fpot; and ten of his accom¬ 
plices fuffered the fame fate from the fury of the multitude below. 
During this feene of bloodfhed, An’war-odean Khan arrived, and 
endeavoured to calm the general trepidation, by giving fuch orders 
as were neceffary for the difeovery of the confpirators ; for the multi¬ 
tude had already perfuaded themfelves that the Pitans had been employed 
by fome fuperior power. 

All who beheld the young prince deprived of life by this affaffination, 
were inftantly {truck with the remembrance of the murder of his father 
committed in Velore ; murmurs from many had already declared the 
fufpicions that were entertained of Mortiz-ally, when it was reported, 
that, during the general confufion, he had gained the gates of the fort, 
where a large body of cavalry and other troops, which compofed his 
retinue, were waiting for him; and that, furrounded by thefe guards, he 
was already on his way to Velore. The precipitation of this Bight, 
which appeared as much the confequence of previous difpolitions as the 
effect of fudden fear, left no doubt that he was the author of the 
affaffination. Nothing was now heard but curfes and imprecations on 
his head, for the murder of the innocent and much-loved Seid Mahomed 
Khan, and for the murder of the father of this unfortunate prince. The 
people faw themfelves obliged to confine their indignation to thefe ex- 
preffions of it: for the ftrength of Mortiz-ally’s elcort required a larger 
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body of cavalry to be fent in purfuit of it, than could be aflembled 
within the time neceffary to overtake him, Velore being no more than 
twelve miles diftant from Arcot. 

The multitude now received orders from An’war-odean to retire to 
their homes; and, as men ftriick with difmay at a common calamity, 
affembled in fecret companies, to communicate their thoughts on the 
murder of which they had, been fpedtators. 

An’war-cdean, either actuated by the fame fpirit of indignation 
as the people, or affe&ing the appearanre of it, not only removed 
the Pitans in his fervice from their employments, but alfo gave orders 
that all of that nation Ihould immediately quit the city ; and, as a 
ftronger proof of his refentment, caufed their lioufes to be razed to the 
ground, a mark of infamy rarely pradifed, excepting the perfons, whom 
it is intended to fligmatize, have deferved capital puniihment. But 
thefe expreffions of indignation did not exempt him from imputations. 
Many perfons of rank and power in the province afferted that they had 
difeovered fecrets, which convinced them that the affailination was the 
refult of a confederacy between him and Mortiz-ally. 

They laid, that the refpedt and attachment which were Ihewn by all 
ranks of people to Seid Mahomed, joined to the great influence which 
his relations bore in the Carnatic,by poffefling the belt forts and govern¬ 
ments in the province, had filled the mind of An ’war-ode an Khan, with 
apprehensions of conlpiracies and revolts, which might at one time 
or other remove him, in order to place Seid Mahomed in the fove- 
reignty: that, actuated by thefe fufpicions, he regarded the dellruc- 
tion of Seid Mahomed as neceffary to his own fecurity, and was 
only with-held from executing it by the dread of Nizam-ai-mu- 
hick’s relentment; which fuggefted to him the fcheme of prac~- 
tiling on- Mortiz-ally, by fuch infinuations and offers, as might induce 
him to undertake the deftru&ion of Seid Mahomed ; but in fuch a 
manner, that, if a difeovery Ihould be made, the murder might be im¬ 
puted to Mortiz-ally alone j who being perfuaded of the probability of 
a revolution in. favour of Seid Mahomed, and dreading the revenge of 
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this prince for the murder of his father, hired the affaflins, having pre- 1744. 
yioufly allured himfelf of protection from An’war-odean Khan,and even 

of rewards by ail encreafe of the Domain of Velore. 

/ 

The fecrets of the princes of Indoftan are very difficult to be 
difcovered. In affairs of conference nothing, except in the moft equi¬ 
vocal terms, is ever given by them in writing; and whenever the matter 
is of great importance or iniquity, it is trufted to a meffenger, a man 
of low rank and great cunning, who bears a letter of recommendation, 
teflifying that he is to be trufted in all he fays. So indefinite a commif- 
iion referves to the lord who gives it, the refource of difavowing the 
tranfaction of his agent; and this he never fails to do, whenever the 
iniquity is difcovered. Hence the public in Indoftan, deprived of au¬ 
thentic evidence, are left to judge of the actions of their rulers either 
from probable conjectures, or from the general idea of their characters. 

The conftitution and defeats of the government have rendered poifofas 
and aftaffinations, in the practice of the great, the common method of 
removing thofe who ftand in oppofition to the ambition of others; in- 
fomtich that a hiftory of one century in Indoftan would furnifh more 
examples of this nature than can be found in the hiftory of one half of 
the kingdoms of Europe fmce the time of Charlemagne. From the fre¬ 
quency of thefe enormous practices, even the deaths which happen in 
the common courfe of nature, are imputed to thofe who receive im¬ 
mediate advantage from them. Such were the principles on which the 
people of the Carnatic judged and condemned An’war-odean Khan 
for the murder of Seid Mahomed; although no pofitive proofs were 
brought of his having been accelfory to it. The moft probable argu¬ 
ment againft him was founded on the early appearance of Mortiz-ally at 
Arcot in the days of a new adminiftration. This was thought incom¬ 
patible with the warinefs of his character, without fuppofing a con¬ 
nection which affured him of protection from An’war-odean. 

An’war-adean ftrongly denied all connections with Mortiz-ally, and 
challenged any proof to be brought that either he himfelf, or any of his 
dependents, had ever had any correfpondence with the Pi tans who com- 
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1744 ; mltted the murder; which he attributed folely to Mortiz-ally, alledging 
as a proof, that the Titans had often been at Velore, and were known to 
have received many marks of favour from him. On the other hand, 
Moi tiz—ally rctoited the accufation,but brought no teflimoniesto fupport 
his aflertion : It was'fuppofed that the only proofs which he could 
have brought agaiiift An’war-odean, would at the fame time have con¬ 
demned himfelf. 

Although An var-odean was not able to exculpate himfelf in 
the opinion of his fubjedls, he found means to convince his fupe- 
rior, Nizam-al-muluck, that he was intirely innocent of the blood of 
Seid Mahomed. Nizam-al-muluck, who never did any thing by 
halves, thought it neceflary to give him fupport, in proportion as he 
became odious to the Carnatic, and fent him a full and regular com- 
miffion foi the Naboblhip of Arcot loon after the death of Seid IVIa- 
liomed. The province, irritated by their averfion to a lord, whofe 
fovereignty deflroyed their hopes of being ruled by one of the family 
they io much loved, complained loudly of the avarice and parfimony of 
his government, and contrafled it, much to his difadvantage, with that 
of their former Nabobs. 

War was now declared between Great Britain and France, in confe- 
quence of which a fquadron of EngUfh men of war appeared in the 
Indian feas. It confifled of two 60 gun ihips, one of 50, and a frigate 
or 20 guns: thefe fliips did not*come immediately to the Englifh fettle- 
ments in Indoftan, but pahing beyond them, criiifed in two divifions 
in the flraits of Sunda and Malacca, They took in thefe Nations three 
French lliips returning from China to Europe, and one returning from 
Manilha to Pondicherry; the cargoes of which produced 180,000/. 
fieri mg. They alfo took a French flap at Atchin, which was con¬ 
verted into an Englifh man of war of 40 guns, and called the Med- 
way’s Prize. After rendezvoufing at Batavia, the fquadron united ap- 
3 745 * pearedon thecoaflof Coromandel in the montluof July 1745, at which 
time the garrifon of'Pondicherry confifled of no more than 436 Eu¬ 
ropeans, its fortifications were not completed, and.no French fquadron 
had hitherto appeared in India, 
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The appearance of the Englifh fquadron,- and the report of the rein¬ 
forcements which they expected from England, alarmed Mr. Dupleix 
for the iafety of Pondicherry. He prevailed on the Nabob An'war- 
odean to in lift with the government of Madrafs, that the Englifh 
fhips of war llioukt not commit any hoftilities byland againfl the French 
pofleffions in the territories of Arcot; but the Nabob at the fame time 
affined the Englifh, that he would oblige the French to obferve the 
fame law of neutrality, if their force iliould hereafter become fuperior 
to tliat of the Englifh. The government of Madrafs remonflrated, that 
they were always ready to. obey his commands as far as their power ex¬ 
tended ; but that Mr. Barnet, the commander of the Englifh fquadron, 
was the immediate officer of the King of Great Britain, by whole orders 
and commiffion he a£lecl, independent of the Eaft India company’s 
agents at Madrafs. The Nabob replied, that all officers of the Eng- 
liffi nation who came to the coaft of Coromandel were equally obliged 
to refpedt his government in the Carnatic; and that if Mr. Barnet, with 
his fquadron, fhould venture to a£t contrary to the orders he had now 
given, the town of Madrafs fhould atone for their difobedience. 

Thefe threats made fo much impreffion upon the government of Mad- 
rafr, that they requeued and prevailed on Commodore Barnet to confine 
his operations to the fea. He therefore fent one of the qo gun fhips to 
cruife in the road of Balafore, at the entrance of the river Ganges, where 
ffie took two or three French fhips returning from different parts of India 
to the French fettlements in Bengal. The reft of the fquadron left the 
coaft of Coromandel to avoid the approaching ftorrny feafon, and went- 
to Mcrgui, a port fituated on the coaft which lies oppoftte to that of 
Coromandel in die Gulph of Bengal. , • * 

In the beginning of the year 1746 the fquadron returned to the 
coaft of Coromandel, and were reinforced by two 50 gun fhips, 
and a frigate of 20 guns, from England: but at this time the 60 gun 
ffiip, in which Mr. Barnet hoifted his flag, was found unfit for a£lion, 
and, together with the 20 gun fhip which came firft into India, was fent 
back to England, 
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There was now certain intelligence that a French fquadron was prepa¬ 
ring to come on the coaft of Coromandel,, when that of the Englifh was 
deprived of one of its principal ad vantages* by loiing Commodore Barnet, 
who died at Fort St. David’s in April. His death, happening at a time 
when the Englifh affairs-in India were threatened with,danger, was gene¬ 
rally regretted as a public lofs, and indeed he was a man of great abili¬ 
ties in lea affairs. 

Early in the morning of the 25 th of June, the Englifh fquadron 
cruifmg to the fouthward of Fort St. David, near Negapatnam, defcrietl 
that of the French arriving on the coaft of Coromandel. It conftfted of 
nine fhips, which were commanded by Mr. De la Bourdonnais, who had 
equipped them at die ifle of Mauritius, and afterwards, when fcattered 
by a hurricane, had refitted them in the ifland of Madagafcar, overcom¬ 
ing the greateft difficulties with fuCh indefatigable perfeverance and acti¬ 
vity, as intitles him to a reputation equal to that of the ahleft marine 
officer his country has produced. Of tliefe fhips one mounted 2 6 guns, 
two 28, one 30, three 34, one 36, and that on board of which Mr. 
De la Bourdonnais hoifted his flag mounted 70 guns, of which 60 were 
1 8 pounders. There were but 14 other guns of this fize in the 
whole fquadron, the reft being 12 and 8 pounders. All but the 70 gun 
fhip were bored to mount more guns than the number with which Mr. 
De la Bourdonnais had been able to equip them; and five of them for 
50 guns. On board of the Blips Were 3300 men, of which 700 
were either Caffres or Lafcars: 3 or 400 of the whole number were 
rendered unfit for fervice by ftek fiefs. 

The Englifli fquadron confifted of one 60 gun Blip, three of 50, one 
of 40, and one frigate of 20 guns, which was too fmall to be brought 
into the adtioii. The number of men did not amount to one half of that 
in the French fquadron; but the Englifli had greatly the advantage in 
the weight of their cannon, by which the fortune of engagements at fea 
is at prefent generally decided : and they likewife failed better than the 
French, and were worked with much greater fkill* 

Mr. De la Bourdonnais, knowing the advantages ahd difad vantages of 
his force, had determined to decide the impending engagement by board¬ 
ing 
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mg the Englifh fhips, if it were poffible to bring his own into the filia¬ 
tions neceffary to accomplifh this deiign. Mr. Peyton, who commanded 
the Englifh fquadron, perceiving this intention, determined to engage 
with his fquadron nearer to the wind than that of the enemy, fmce in 
this fituation their efforts to board would be eafily avoided; and a great 
part of the day was employed in preferving this advantage. It was not 
until 4 in the afternoon that the fight began: it was maintained at fuch 
a diftance that the fire of the finall arms from the French fhips, not- 
withftanding the great numbers and expertnefs of their mufketeers, 
did very little execution ; but, on the other hand, the cannon of the 
Englifh, from the fame caufe, did much lefs than might have been ex¬ 
pected from them in a clofer engagement. The fight finifhed with the 
entrance of the night; about 35 men were killed in the Englifh fqua¬ 
dron, and the greateft part of thefe on board the Medway’s Prize. We 
are not exactly informed of the l'ofs fuftaincd by the French; but 
it was believed that the killed and wounded together did not amount 
to lefs than 30O. One of their fhips, which mounted 30 guns, was 
in lefs than half an hour difmafted, and fo much fhattered, that im¬ 
mediately after the aflion, Mr. De la Bourdonnais ordered her to pro¬ 
ceed to Bengal to be refitted in the Ganges. 

The next morning Mr. Peyton called a council of war, when, on a 
review of the condition of the fquadron, it was not thought prudent, 
efpecially as the 60 gun fhip was extreamly leaky, to venture a fecond 
engagement, before the damages it had fuftained were repaired. In con¬ 
fluence of this refolution, the fhips made fail for the harbour of Trinca- 
nomalee in the iflandof Ceylon, and in the evening loft fight of the French 
fquadron, which had lain to the whole day, as if challenging the Englifh, 
who were to windward, to bear down and renew the fight. This appear¬ 
ance of refolution in Mr. De la Bourdonnais was no more than a feint, 
pra&ifed to deter the Englifh from doing what he moll dreaded; for moft 
of his fhips had expended the greateft part of their ammunition, and. 
feveral of them had not victuals on board for twenty-four hours. 

In the night of the enfuing day the French fquadron, now confifting 
of eight Grips, arrived in the road cf Pondicherry j where Mr, Dupleix 
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17^6. commanded,for the French Eaft India company, ail the eftablifimientsof 
' 'T* his nation in India, the iflands of Mauritius and Bourbon excepted. 

Thefe were under the government of Mr. De la Bourdonnais, to whom 
all the operations of the fquadron were intruded, independent of the con- 
troul of Mr. Dupleix, 

The reputation and riches which it was probable Mr. De la Bourdon¬ 
nais would gain in the command of his armament,created jealoufy in the 
mind of Mr. Dupleix. Diflenfions arofe between the two commanders: 
but the zeal of Mr. De la Bourdonnais did not fuffer the interefts of 
his nation to be facrificed to them. Judging that the force which he 
commanded could not be employed by land with any probability of iuc- 
eefs, until the EngliJh fquadron fliould be either ruined or forced to quit 
the coaft of Coromandel; lie determined to go in quell of them as foon 
as his own Blips were refitted and provided with 30 or 40 pieces more of 
heavy cannon than they mounted on leaving the ifland of Mauritius. 

On the 24th of July the French fquadron tailed from Pondicherry, 
working to the fouthward againft the louthern monfoon, and on the 6th 
of Auguft difeovered the Englilh, which had been refitted at Trinca- 
nomalee. The Englilh perceiving the addition of cannon with which 
the enemy had been fupplied at Pondicherry, avoided an engagement. 
The two fquadrons were three days in fight of each other, after which, 
according to Mr. De la Bourdonnais’s account, the Englilh Ihips a- 
vailing themfelves of the advantage of failing better than the French, 
difappeared. 

Mr.De la Bourdonnais returned with his Blips to Pondicherry, imagin¬ 
ing that the Englilh fquadron, would remain on the coaft of Coro¬ 
mandel, at leaft with the hope of deterring him from attempting any 
operations againft the Englilh fettlements. But encouraged by their 
fhynefs at the laft meeting, he now determined to lay fiege to Ma- 
drafs. 

The Englilh, informed of tile preparations which were making 
at Pondicherry to attack them, called on the Nabob to fulfil 
his promife of reftraining the French from committing hoftilities 
againft them by land. But they omitted to employ the moft certain 
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means of obtaining his protedion, by negleding to accompany their 
application for his afilflance with a prefent of money. This ill-judged 
par limony left the Nabob fo lukewarm in their inter efts, that although 
he did not give Mr. Dupleix a pofitive perroiflion, he refrained from 
making any preparations, or even from tiling menaces to prevent the 
French from attacking Madrafs. 

This Settlement had been about i co years the principal eftabhfhment 
of the Englilh nation on the coaftof Coromandel. It was built in a ter¬ 
ritory granted by the Great Mogul to the Eaft India company,which ex¬ 
tended about five miles along the fea fhore, and about one mile in land. 
The town conliftedof three divifions; that to the fouth extended about 
400 yards in length from north to fouth,and about 100 yards in breadth: 
none but the Englilh, or other Europeans under their protedion, relided 
in this divilion, which contained about 50 good houfes, an Englilh and 
a Roman Catholic church, together with the reftdence of the fadory, 
and other buildings belonging to the company: it was furrounded with a 
{lender wall, defended with four baftions and as many batteries, but 
thefe were very flight and defedive in their conftrudion,nor had they any 
outworks to defend them: this quarter has long been known in Europe 
by the name of Fort St. George, and was in India called for diftindion 
the White Town. On the north of this, and contiguous, was another 
divilion, much larger and worfe fortified, in which were many very good 
habitations belonging to the Armenian and to die richeft of the Indian 
merchants, who relided in the company’s territory: this quarter was called 
the Black Town. Beyond this divilion, and to the north of it, was a 
fuburb, where the Indian natives of all ranks had their habitations pro- 
mifeuoufly. Belldes thefe three divilions, which compofed the town of 
Madrafs, there were two large and populous villages about a mile to the 
fouth ward of it, within the company's territory, and thefe were like wife 
inhabited by Indian natives. 

The trade from England to the coaft of Coromandel, together with 
that which is carried on by merchants of various nations from one part 
of India to another, had raifed Madrafs to a degree of opulence and re¬ 
putation, which rendered it inferior to none of the European eftablifh- 
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merits in India, excepting Goa and Batavia. There were 250,000 in¬ 
habitants in the company’s territory, of which the greateft part were 
natives of India of various cafts and religions; amongft thefe were three 
or four tlioufand of thofe Indian chriftians who call themfelves Portu- 
guefe, and pretend to be defcended from that nation. The EngliHi in 
the colony did not exceed the number of 300 men : and 200 of thefe 
were the foldiers of the garrifon ; but none of them excepting two or 
three of their officers, had ever feen any other fervice than that of the 
parade ; the reft of the Englifh inhabitants, folely employed in tire oc¬ 
cupations of commerce, were ftill more unfit for military Cervices. At 
the lame time the defence of the place depended on this finall number 
of Engliih fubjedts : for it was known that the reft of the inhabitants, 
regarding themfelves as neutrals, would take flight on the firft approach 
oT danger. 

On the 18th of Auguft the French fquaclron appeared and cannonaded 
the town, but without doing any damage. They attempted to take a 
Chip belonging to the EngHili company out of the road ; but fhe moved 
into fhoal-water, fo near the batteries of the fort, that the French did not 
venture to attack her with arm’d boats ; and it was evident, from the 
unfkilfulnefs of their operations during this cruife, that Mr. De la Bour- 
donnais did not command them in perfon: he was at this time in Pondi¬ 
cherry, confined to his bed by ficknefs. 

The protection of the Engliih fettlements on the coaft of Coroman¬ 
del was the principal objeCt for which the fquadron had been fent into 
India; and their appearance before Madrafs was at this time thought fo 
neceflary to its defence, that the Inhabitants were in hourly expectation 
of feeing them, although they had received no intelligence of them fincc 
they were laft feen, fix weeks before, by Mr. De la Bourdonnais. The 
confternation of the town was therefore little lefs than defpair, when it 
was reported that they had appeared on the 23d of Auguft 30 miles to 
the northward of Madrafs, in fight of the Dutch fettlement of Pal- 
liacatte, from whence they had again put out to fea, and difappeared. 
hey proceeded to Bengal; for the 60 gun ffiip was fo leaky, that it was 

feared 


Book I, 


History of the Carnatic. 


67 


feared the (hock of firing her own cannon would fink her, if file fiiould 
be brought into an engagement. 

On the 3d of September the French fquadron anchored four leagues 
to the fouth of Madrafs, having on board the troops, artillery and (tores 
intended for the liege. Here a part of the troops was landed; and 
marching along the epaft advanced the next day within cannon (hot of 
the town, where the red of the foldiers were landed. The whole con¬ 
fided of 1100 Europeans, 400 CafFres, and 4c o Indian natives dif- 
ciplined in the European manner. There remained on board of the 
fquadron 1 Boo European mariners,. 

Mr. Be la Bourdonnais direded his attack againft the White Town, 
in which the EnglUh refided; the northern fide of this divihon could 
not be attacked by cannon, as the houfes of the next diviiion aimed 
touched the wall, which (Separated them from each other : the eaftern 
fide could only be battered from the iea ; but the fouth and wed lay 
open to the plain. On the 7th of September the French began to bom¬ 
bard the town, from a battery of nine mortars, which they ere&ed to 
the wedward, under the (helter of a large houfe, within 500 yards of 
the walls. In the evening three of their larged (hips drew as near as the 
depth of water would permit, and cannonaded the town. In the night 
Mr. De la Bourdonnais was flung into great perplexity by intelligence 
that feme large (hips were feen to the iouthward of Pondicherry j 
which indeed was contxadided in the morning: but the fird report 
caufed fo much alarm in the French camp, that they were preparing to 
refhip their heavy cannon. 

On the 8th of September the French had finifhed a battery of five 
mortars to the fouth, and bombarded the town without inter million un¬ 
til the next morning, when two Englifh deputies went to their camp, 
to treat with Mr. De la Bourdonnais, who infilled that the town 
lliould be delivered up to him on his own terms; and threatned, in 
cafe of refufal, to make a general aflault. This refolution arofe from 
his apprehenfion of the return of die Englifii fquadron. As foon as the 
deputies returned, tne bombardment recommenced, and continued until 
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1746. the evening,when it was fufpended for two hours,during the conference 
' of another deputy fent from the town; after which it continued during 
the reft of the night 

The next morning, the icthof September, the deputies returned to 
the French camp, and, after fomc altercations, confented to the articles 
of capitulation, which had been dictated to them, in the fir ft conference. 
It was agreed that the Englifh fhould furrender themfelves prifoners of 
war: that the town fhould be immediately delivered up; but that it 
fhould be afterwards ranfomed. Mr. De la Bourdonnais gave his 
promife that he would fettle the ranfom on eafy and moderate terms. 

The capitulation was figned in the afternoon, when Mr. de la Bour¬ 
donnais, at the head of a large body of troops, marched to the gates, 
where he received the keys from the governor. The French colours 
were immediately difplayed ; and, at the fame time, the Englifh fhip 
belonging to the Eaft India company, which lay in the road, was taken 
poffeflion of without refiftance by the boats of tire French fquadron. 
There was not a man killed in the French camp during the fiege : four 
or five Englifh men were killed in the town by the explofion of the 
bombs, which likewife deftroyed two or three houfes. From this pe¬ 
riod it is ufeful to contemplate the progrefs made by the Englifh in In- 
doftan, both in the fcience and fpirit of war. 

The Englifh inhabitants were permitted to refide without moleftation 
in their houfes; but the magazines and ware-houfes belonging to the 
Eaft India company were taken pofTeffion of by the French coramii- 
faries. 

On the day in which Madrafs was furrendered, a meftenger from 
the Nabob An’war-odean Khan, difpatched for more expedition on a 
camel, arrived at Pondicherry, and'delivered to Mr. Dupleix a letter, 
in which the Nabob exprefled great furprize at the preemption of the 
French in attacking Madrafs without his permifiion, and threatned to 
fend his army there, if the fiege was not immediately raifed. Mr. Du¬ 
pleix fent directions to his agent at Arcot to pacify the Nabob, by pro- 
mifing that the town, if taken, fhould be given up to him; and by re- 
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prefenting, that the Englith would certainly be willing to pay hint a 
large fum of money for the reftitution of fo valuable a poffeffion. 
By this tranfatSion, Mr. Dupleix firft difcovered that he thought 
the right of difpofing of Madrafs, was in veiled in.himfelf as governor 
general of the French eftablifhments in India. 

But Mr. De la Bourdonnais, relying on his own commiffion, did not 
admit of this authority in the governor of Pondicherry, and, conform¬ 
able to his promife, proceeded to treat with the Englifh for the ranfom 
of the town. Mr. Dupleix and the council of Pondicherry protefted 
againft the treaty, as a meafure highly detrimental to the inter efts of 
their nation, which, they faid, would be facrificed to private advantages, 
if Madrafs was not razed to the ground, Difputes enfued, which, for¬ 
tunately for the Englifh affairs, prevented many evils, which in all pro¬ 
bability would have befallen them, if the councils of the enemy had 
not been divided by thefe contentions. For on the 27th of September 
three fhips of war, one of 72, the others of 40 guns, with 1360 men 
on board, arrived at Pondicherry, and with this reinforcement, the 
French force was fufficient to have conquered the reft -of the Englifh 
fettlements in Indoftan. Such indeed was the deftination and intention 
of De la Bourdonnais ; and he would have immediately began to carry 
this plan of hoftilities into execution, if all his operations had not been 
contradi&ed by Mr. Dupleix, and the council of Pondicherry. 

However, the effects of Madrafs, which Mr. De la Bourdonnais in¬ 
tended to carry away in his fhips, were put on board by the 1 ft of 
October, and two of them had failed to Pondicherry. Mr. Dupleix was 
not as yet reconciled to the treaty of ranfom, and Mr. De la Bourdonnais 
was determined not to leave Madrafs before the governor and council 
of Pondicherry had given their approbation: at the fame time his ex¬ 
perience in the navigation of India fully apprized him of the danger to 
which his fhips were expofed, by remaining on the coaft of Coromandel 
at this critical feafon of the year, 

In India, the year is divided into two feafons. From the month of 
Oflober to March the winds blow from the north, and during the reft 
of the year from the fouthern points of the cbmpafs; thefe feafons are 
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1746, by mariners called monfoon s; the change from one to the other is gene- 
'—'—- rally preceded by an interval of about twenty days, in which calms, or 

light and uncertain winds prevail: the fetting in of the northern monfooti 
generally falls out fome time in the month of October, as that of the 
fouthern in the month of April. On the coaft of Coromandel the 
northern monfoon fometimes begins with a violent tern pe ft or hurricane; 
and if the monfoon fets in with moderation, it is often productive of 
tempeftuous weather at different intervals, until the middle of December, 
and fometimes later ; fo that it is held dangerous for any veflels to re¬ 
main on the coaft after the 15th of October, or to return to it before the 
20th of December. 

On the ad of October the weather was remarkably fine and moderate 
all day, About midnight a furious ftorm arole, and continued with the 
greateft violence until the noon of the next day. Six of die French ihips 
were in the road when the ftorm began, and not one of them was to 
be feen at day-break. One put before the wind, and was driven fo much, 
to the fou-thward, that flie was not able to gain the coaft again : the 
70 gun {hip loft all her mails: three others of the fquadron were like- 
wife difmafted, and had fo much water in the hold, that the people on 
board ex peCled every minute to perift^notwithftanding they had thrown 
over-board all the cannon of the lower tier: the other {hip, during the 
few moments of a whirlwind which happened in the moft furious part 
of the ftorm, was covered by the waves, and foundered in an inftant, 
and only fix of the crew efcaped alive. Twenty other veflels be¬ 
longing to different nations, were either driven on fhore, or periflied 
at fea. 

The other two {hips, laden with part of the effeCts of Madrafs, to¬ 
gether with the three lately arrived from Europe, were at anchor in the 
road of Pondicherry, where they felt no effeCt of the ftorm which was 
raging at Madrafs: It is obferved, that the violence of thefe hurricanes 
is generally confined to 60 or 80 miles in breadth, although in their 
progrels they generally blow quite acrofs the Bay of Bengal. 

The articles of the treaty of ranfom had been adjufted the day before 
the ftorm happened. It was agreed that the French fliould evacuate the 
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town by the of October; and by one of the articles, the artillery and 
warlike ftores remaining in the town, were to be equally divided be¬ 
tween the French and Englilh, 

Mr. Dupleix had reprefented to Mr. De la Bourdonnais, that he 
would not interfere in any tranfad ions with the Englifh after his depar¬ 
ture, unlefs the French remained in poffeffiori of Madrafs for fo much 
time as might be necefTary to adj.uft all difculfions arifmg from the treaty. 
Mr.De la Bourdonnais therefore reprefented to the Englilh, theneceflity 
to which he was reduced, by the obftinacy of Mr. Dupleix, of protrad¬ 
ing for three months, the term in which he had agreed to put them in 
poffeffion of the town: the Englilh, apprehenfive that if they refufed to 
admit of this alteration, they fhould be left to the mercy of Mr. Dupleix 
without a treaty, acquiefced in this propofal; and the treaty was figned 
on the icth of Odober. 

All the merchandizes, and a part of the military flores, belonging 
to the Eaft India company, together with all the naval ftores found in 
the town, had been laden on board of the French fhips: thefe articles, 
according to the computation made by the French, amounted to 130,000 
pounds fterling; and the gold and filver of which they took pofleffion to- 
the value of 31,000 pounds fterling; the half of the artillery and mi¬ 
litary ftores was eftimated at 24,000pounds fterling: all the other effeds- 
and merchandizes were relinquiihed to the proprietors of them. It was 
agreed that the French fhould evacuate the town before the end of the 
enfuing January, after which the Englilh were to remain in polTeffion of 
it, without being attacked by them again during the war. Upon thefe 
conditions the governor and council of Madrafs agreed to pay the fum of 
1,100,000 pagodas, or 440,000 pounds fterling. Of this fum 240,000 
pounds were to be paid at Pondicherry, by fix equal payments, before 
the month of Odober in the year 1749: and for the remaining 200,000 
pounds, bills were drawn on tire Eaft India company in London, pay¬ 
able a few months after they Ihould be prefented. The Englilh gave 
hoftages for the performance of this treaty. 

On the 12th of Odober, Mr, De la Bourdonnais inverted one of the 
council of Pondicherry, appointed by Mr, Dupleix, with the government 
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1 ^ 6 . of Madrafs, and went on board of his own fiiip, which had been 

' • * refitted with jury malls. Pie anchored in the road of Pondicherry on 

the 15th, and failed from thence the 2cth with feven (hips, intending to 
proceed to Achin: but forefeeing that a part of them would probably 
be unable to reach that port, he formed the fquadron into two divifions; 
one confifted of the three (hips which arrived laft from Europe, together 
with another that had efcaped the ftorin: thefe were all in good condi¬ 
tion; and were therefore ordered to make their way to Achin, without 
waiting for the other divifion, which confided of Mr. De laBourdonnais’ 
70 gun fiiip, one that had been difmafted, and a merchant-ftup which 
had like wife fitffered in the ftorm. The four found (hips very foon failed 
out of light of their comrades: and Mr. De la Bourdonnais, finding that 
the fhattered condition of the other three rendered them incapable of 
gaining their deftined port againft a violent and contrary wind, made 
fail for the ifland of Mauritius, where they arrived in the beginning of 
December without any accident. He foon after left Mauritius, which, 
from a foreft, he had rendered a flourilhing colony, and the arfenal of all 
the French military expeditions in India. Every body knows the treat¬ 
ment lie received on his arrival in France. The friends of Mr. Dupleix 
had influence enough at the court to get him confined to the baftile, 
where he remained aprifoner almoft three years: upon an examination of 
his conduct, his juftifi cation, proved by original papers which have been 
made public, procured him his liberty. Had he furvived the fubfequent 
ill fuccefles of his nation at fea, his abilities would probably have raifed 
him to the higheft commands in the navy of France. His knowledge 
in mechanics rendered him capable of building a fiiip from the keel: 
his fkill in navigation, of conducting her to any part of the globe : 
and his courage, of defending her againft any equal force. In the con¬ 
duct of an expedition, he fuperintended ail the details of the fervice, 
without being perplexed either with the variety or number of them. 
His plans were ilmple, his orders precife, and both the beft adapted 
to the fervice in which he was engaged. His application was mceffant; 
and difficulties ferved only to encreafe his activity, which always gave 
the example of zeal to thofe he commanded. 
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The ftonn ruined the French marine force in India, and preferved 
the Englilh eftabliihments from imminent danger: but the events which 
enfued on the coaft of Coromandel, feem to have been the confequence 
of that augmentation of troops, which Pondicherry acquired after 
the French fquadron was reduced to the incapacity of attempting any 
farther expeditions. Mr. De la Bourdonnais left behind him 1200 
difciplined men; 450 more were landed out of the three fhips which 
came laft into India, and 8 or 900 Tailors were taken out of the fhips 
that remained on the coaft, and difciplined as fbldiers. By which ad¬ 
ditions'the forces of Pondicherry amounted to 3000 Europeans. 

The Nabob An’war-odean, very foon after the French had taken 
Madrafs, began to fufpedt, or had difcovered, that the promife of Mr. 
Dupleix to put him in pofleftion of tire town, was a fraud employed 
to divert him from giving the Englilh any affiftance-t!uring the fiege. 
He determined to revenge this affront by laying liege to Madrafs; which 
he made no doubt of taking from the French, with as much eaie as they 
had taken it from the Englifh: for meafuring the military abilities of the 
Europeans, by the great refped and humility with which they had hi¬ 
therto carried tkemfelves in all their tranfadtions with the Mogul 
government; he imagined that this fubmiflion in their behaviour 
proceeded from a confcioufnefs of the fuperior military prowefs of the. 
Moors. 

Sbme of his troops arrived in the neighbourhood of Madrafs before 
Mr. De la Bourdonnais’s departure, and foon after, his eldeft fon Ma- 
phuze Khan with the reft. The whole army amounted to 10,000 
men, and inverted the town: two deputies were immediately fent 
to treat with him, and thefe he kept prifoners. The French gover¬ 
nor had received orders from Mr. Dupleix to refrain as long as poffible 
from committing any hoftilities againff Maphuze Khan, who imputed 
this inaction to fear: and having received information of the diipofitions 
which Mr. De la Bourdonnais had made for the attack of the place, he 
endeavoured to imitate them ; great heaps of faggots and earth were 
brought to the fpot where the French had ere&ed one of their batteries 
of mortars againrt the town; here the Moors intended to form a battery 
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of their cannon, which were fo old, as not to be fired without rifle to 
thofe who managed them.. 

A (hallow river ran along the weftern-fide of Madrafs: its outlet to 
the fea was about 700 yards to the fouth of the White Town ; but 
this was generally flopped by a mound, formed of the fands, which 
were continually thrown up by the furf. This obftrudtion confining the 
waters of the river, rendered it of as much defence as a wet ditch to 
that part of the town by which it pafied. The Nabob’s army intended 
to efcalade the Black Town, of which the walls were low, and .the bai- 
tions of very little ftrength; this had been the project of Mr. De la 
Bourdonnais. To facilitate their approach to the walls in a general al- 
fault, they employed a great number of men to cut through the mound 
of fand, a practice which they were informed the Englilh always made 
life of, whenever* they thought it neceffary to drain the river. At the 
fame time a large body of troops took pofleffion of a fpring lying about 
three miles to the north of the town, which was the only fource from 
which the inhabitants were fupplied with good water. Thefe meafures 
fiie wed a degree of intelligence very uncommon in the military operations 
of the Moors. The French finding the waters of the river decreafe, 
and their communication with the fpring interrupted, commenced 
hoftilites, and fired from the baftions of the Black and White Town, 
upon the Moors, wherever they appeared; who immediately retreated 
from the mound, and the reft of their ftations, which were expofed to 
this fire ; but ftill kept pofleflion of the ground near the fpring, which 
was out of the reach of cannon-fhot from the town. 

The next day, being the 226 . of October, a body of 400 men, 
with two field pieces, marched out of the town, and attacked that 
quarter of the Nabob’s army, which was encamped to the north- 
weft, between the town and the fpring. Their cavalry mounted 
on the firft alarm, and uniting their fquadrons, advanced with the 
appearance of refolution. Having never experienced the effc£t of 
field pieces, they had no conception that it was- pofiible to fire, 
with execution, the fame piece of cannon five or fix times in a 
minute ; for in the aukward management of their own clumfey 
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artillery, they think they do well if they fire once in a quarter of an 
hour. The French detachment concealed their two held pieces be¬ 
hind their line, until the enemy’s cavalry approached near enough to 
feel the full effeft of them, when the line opening to the right 
and left, the field pieces began to fire: two or three of the enemy's 
horfes were killed by the firft difcharge, which threw the whole body 
into confulion : however they kept their ground fome time, as if wait¬ 
ing for an interraiffion of the fire; but, finding that it continued with 
vivacity, they took to flight with great precipitation. The French' 
plundered their tents and baggage without interruption, and took two 
pieces of cannon, fo little fit for fervice, that they flung them into a well. 
They did not lofe a man in the attack, and killed about feventy of the 
Moors. 

Maphuze Khan, immediately after this defeat, collected all his troops 
into one camp, about two miles to the wefhvard of the town: but upon 
hearing that the French expected a reinforcement from Pondicherry, 
he quitted this camp the next day, and took pofleffion of St. Thome, 
a town fimated about four miles to the fouth of Madrafs. 

This place, once in the pofleffion of the Portuguefe, and during the 
time of their profperity in India famous for the fplendor and riches of 
its inhabitants, has long fmce been reduced to a town of little note or 
refort, although it ftill gives title to a Portuguefe hifliop. The town had 
no defence, excepting here* and there the remains of a ruined wall ■ a 
river ran into the fea from the weft, about a quarter of a mile to the 
fouth of the town. Maphuze Khan took pofleffion of the ftrand be¬ 
tween the river and the town with his whole army, and planted his ar¬ 
tillery along the bank of the river. 

On the 2^ tli of October the French detachment arrived, by break of 
day, at the bank of the river oppofite to St. Thome, and found the 
Nabob’s troops, horfe and foot, drawn up on, the other fide, to oppofe 
their paflage. It had been concerted, that a party of 400 men fliould 
march from Madrafs, and attack the Moors on the northern fide of the 
town, at the fame time that the detachment from Pondicherry attacked 
them on the fouth. j but the troops from Madrafs failed to arrive in time. 
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1746. The other detachment neverthelefs advanced without hesitation to the 
attack. The river was fordable, and they pafled it without lofs, not- 
wi th handing they were expofed to the fire of the enemy’s artillery,which, 
as ufual, was very ill ierved. As foon as they gained the opposite bank, 
they gave a general fire of their Small arms, and then attacked with 
their bayonets. The Moors, unaccuftomed to-Such hardy and precipi¬ 
tate onfets, gave way, and retreated into the town, where they again 
made a Shew of refinance from behind fome pallifadoes which they had 
planted in different parts of the fouth fide. The French continued to 
advance in good order, and no fooner fired from three or four platoons 
than the Moors gave way again ; when the horfe and foot falling back 
promifcuoufly on each other in the narrow Streets of the town, the con- 
fufion of the throng was fo great, that they remained for fome time ex¬ 
pofed to the fire of the French, without being able to make refinance, or 
to retreat. Many were killed before the whole army could get out of 
the town, and gain the plain to the weftward. Their general, Ma- 
phuze Khan, mounted on an elephant, on which the great Standard of 
the Carnatic was displayed, was one of the firft who made his efcape. 
They were Scarcely fled out of the town before the detachment from 
Madrafs arrived, and affifled in the pillage of the enemy’s baggage, a- 
mong which were fome valuable effects: many horfes and oxen, and 
Some camels were likewife taken. It is Said, that the French troops 
murdered.fome of the Moors whom they found concealed in the houfes 
they were plundering. This defeat Struck fuch a terror into the Nabob’s 
army, that they immediately retreated fome miles from Madrafs, and 
foon after returned to Arcot. 

It was now more than a century fmee any of the European nations had 
gained a decifive advantage in war againft the officers of the Great 
Mogul. The experience of former unfuccefsful enterprises, and the 
fcantinefs ot military abilities which prevailed in all the colonies, from 
a long difufe of arms, had perfuaded them that the Moors were a 
brave and formidable enemy j when the French at once broke through 
the charm of this timorous opinion, by defeating a whole army with .a 
tingle battalion. 
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The officer who commanded the detachment, which routed the Moors 
at St. Thome, was a Swifs, named Paradis. He had gained, the favour 
of Mr. Dupleix, by manifesting a violent enmity againft Mr. De la Bour- 
donnais: and Mr. Dupleix regarding him as the moft proper perfon to 
carry into execution any oppolition to Mr. De la Bourdonnais’s mea- 
fures, appointed Paradis governor of Madrafs. At the fame time, the 
French inhabitants of Pondicherry, inftruded by Mr. Dupleix’s gmiffii- 
ries, aflembled and drew up a reprefentation, addreffed to Mr. Dupleix 
and the council, in which they let forth the neceffity, as they pretended, 
of annulling the treaty of ranfom. Mr. Dupleix, and the council of 
Pondicherry, affecting to refped the general voice of the inhabitants, 
which they had- fuborned, inftruded Paradis to execute this refolution. 
On the 30th of Odober, the inhabitants of Madrafs were called toge¬ 
ther; the French garrifon was drawn up under arms, and a manifesto, 
add re lied to the Engliffi, was publicly read. This paper contaiued the 
following declaration and injunctions : 

The treaty of ranfom made with Mr. De la Bourdonnais was declared 
null. The Engliih were enjoined to deliver up the keys of all maga¬ 
zines without exception: all merchandizes, plate, provifions, warlike 
ftores, and horfes, were declared the property of the French company; 
but the Engliih were permitted to difpofe of their moveables, cloaths, 
and the jewels of the women; they were required to give their parole 
not to ad againft the French nation until they ffiould be exchanged ; 
and it was declared, that thofe who refufed to obey this jnjundion, 
ffiould be arrefted and Pent to Pondicherry. All, excepting fuch as were 
willing to take the oath of allegiance to the French King, were ordered 
to cjuit die town in four days, and were prohibited from taking up their 
1 evidence within the bounds of IMadrals, or in any of the country houses 
belonging to the Engliffi without thofe bounds. 

Such injurious and diftrefsiul terms aggravated the iniquity of that 
breach of public faith which produced them. 

The French put their manifefto into execution with the utmoft 
rigour, and took poffeffion of the effeds of the Engliffi with an avarici¬ 
ous exaditude rarely pradifed by thofe who fuddenly acquire valuable 
booties: the fortunes of moft of the Engliffi inhabitants were ruined. 
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.1746., The governor and feveral of the principal inhabitants were conduced, 
by an efcort of 400 men, to Pondicherry : here Mr. Dupleix, under 
pretence of doing them honour, caufed them to enter the town in anoften- 
tatious proceflion, which expofed them to the view of 50,000 fpe&ators, 
like prifoners led in triumph. Others of the inhabitants, with feveral 
of the military officers, refolved not to give their parole, alledging very 
jullly, that the breach of the treaty of ranfom releafed them from that 
which they had given to Mr. De la Bourdonnais: and thefe made their 
efcape out of the .town by night, and, travelling through the country by 
various roads, went to the Englilh fettlement of Fort St. David. 

The Eaft India company was here in po Belli on of a territory larger 
than that of Madrafs: it had been purchaled, about a hundred years 
before, from the Indian prince of the country; and their title to it was 
confirmed by the Mogul’s viceroy, when the Moors conquered the Car¬ 
natic. The fort was fituated near the lea 12 miles to the lbuth of 
Pondicherry: it was fmall, but better fortified than any of its fize in 
India, and ferved as a citadel to the company’s territory. About a mile 
to the fouth of it was fituated the town of Cuddalore, in which the prin¬ 
cipal Indian merchants, and many of the natives dependent on tlie 
company refided. This town extended 1 200 yards from north to fouth, 
and 900 from eaft to weft: three of its Tides were defended by walls 
flanked with baftions j that to the lea was for the greateft part open ; 
but a river palling from the weftward between Fort St. David and the 
town, flowed, juft before it gains the fea, along the eaftern fide of the 
town, of which whilft it wafhed the fkirts on one hand, it was on the 
other feparated from the fea by a mound of fand, which the lurt throws 
upon the fhore in raoft parts of the coaft. To the weftward of the fort, 
and within the company’s territory, were two or three populous villages, 
inhabited by the natives* The government of Fort St. David depended 
on that of Madrafs, to which it was immediately the next in rank: 
but on the breach of the treaty of ranfom, the company’s agents 
at Fort St. David, regarding thofe of Madrafs as prifoners to the French, 
took upon themfelves the general adminiftration on the coaft oi Coro¬ 
mandel. 
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They began their admini fixation by applying to the Nabob of Arcot 
for his affiftance againft • he French, by whom they expected every day 
to be attacked. The defeat of Maphuze Khan at St. Thome had ir¬ 
ritated the Moors fo much againft that nation, that the Nabob readily 
engaged to fend his army to Fort St. David, on condition that the Eng¬ 
lish would furnifh part of the expence. This propofal being agreed to, 
the army prepared to take the held in two bodies, one commanded by 
Maphuze Khan, and the other by his brother Mahomed-ally. 

In the beginning of December Mr. Dupleix recalled Paradis from 
Madrafs to Pondicherry, intending to give him the command of an ex¬ 
pedition lie was preparing againft Fort St. David. Paradis fetout with 
a detachment of 300 Europeans, and took the opportunity of this efcort 
to carry away what booty he had collected in his government. Ma¬ 
phuze Khan, defirous to revenge the defeat of St. Thome, refolved to 
intercept this detachment; and waited for it, with 3000 horfe and 2000 
foot, about ten miles to the north of Sadrafs, a Dutch fettlement lying 
30 miles to the fouth of Madrafs. The detachment marched in two 
bodies ; one before and one behind the baggage, which was carried by 
Coolies, a caft of Indians whofe foie occupation is to carry burthens. 
The Moorilh cavalry continually harrafTed the rear, retreating as loon 
as the French prepared to fire, and returning as foon as they re¬ 
newed their march : the infantry armed with match-locks, fired from 
the fhelter of thickets and other covers at too great a difiance to do exe¬ 
cution. However tliele attacks greatly retarded the progrefs of the de¬ 
tachment ; and Paradis, apprehe-nfive of being overtaken by the night 
in the open plain, ordered his baggage to proceed before the firft divifion, 
and then inarched away himfelf with this body as faft as pofiible 
to Sadrafs, leaving the rear to maintain the fight as they could ; 
who neverthelefs did not lofe courage, and by never firing until the 
enemy were within certain reach of execution, made their way good 
to Sadrafs, with the lofs of 12 men, who faultering on the way were 
taken. Thefe prifoners Maphuze Khan fhewed as an incontefiible 
proof of victory : and this opinion was in fome meafitre confirmed 
by the conduct of Paradis, after his arrival at Sadrafs, not ven¬ 
turing to proceed until he had been reinforced by a large detach¬ 
ment . 
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' v ' for the greater fecurity of his own baggage, which con filled of valuable 
effe&s. Maphuze Khan, fatisfied with the advantage he had gained, 
left the fea-coaft the day after the a&ion, and proceeded to join his 
brother Mahomed-ally, who had taken the field. 

The troops deflined to attack Fort St. David aflembled at Arian- 
copang, a finall fort built by the French about two miles to the fouth- 
well of Pondicherry, and about one mile and a half from the fea : but 
the officers refufing to admit Mr. Paradis to command them, in pre¬ 
judice to the right of his leniors in the fervice; the command was given 
to Mr. Bury, the oldefi: officer of the French troops in India. 

• The European troops in the fervice of the colonies eftablifhed in 
Indollan, never confilled intirely of natives of that country to which the 
colony belongs: on the contrary, one half at lead was compofed of men 
of all the nations in Europe. The chriftians, who call themfclves 
Portuguefe, always formed part of a garrifon : they are little fuperior 
in courage to the lower calls of Indians, and greatly inferior to the 
higher calls, as well as the northern Moors of Indollan; but be- 
caufe they learn the manual exercife and the duties of a parade with 
fufficient readinefs, and are clad like Europeans, they are incorporated 
into the companies of European troops. From wearing a hat, thefe 
pretended Portuguefe obtained amongil the natives of India the name of 
Topafles; by which name the Europeans likewifediflinguilh them. The 
Indian natives, and Moors, who are trained in the European manner, 
are called Sepoys: in taking our arms and military exercife, they do not 
quit their own drefs or any other of their culloms. The Sepoys are 
formed into companies and battalions, and commanded by officers of 
their own nation and religion. Thofe troops of the natives, who bring 
with them their own arms, and continue their own manner of itfing 
them, retain the names they bear in their feveral countries ;■ but on the 
coaft of Coromandel the Europeans dillinguilh all thefe undifciplined 
troops, whether armed with {words and targets, with bows and arrows, 
with pikes and lances, with match-locks, or even with raufkets, by the 
general name of Peons. 
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In the night of the 8th of December the French army fet out from * 74 ^ 
Ariancopang, and arrived the next morning, by break of aay, at the 
river Pannar, which runs into the lea about a mile and a half to the 
north of Fort St. David ; their force confided of 1700 men, for the 
mod part Europeans, of which 50 were cavalry: they had one or two 
companies of Caffre Haves, natives of Madagafcar and of the eaftern 
coaft of Africa; which had been difciplined, and brought into India, 
by Mr. De la Bourdonnais. Their artillery confided of llx field pieces, 
and as many mortars. 

The garrifon of Fort St David, with the addition of the officers and 
foldiers who had made their efcape from Madxafs, confided of no more 
than 200 Europeans, and 100 TopafTes. ’I hefe were intended to de¬ 
fend the fort: and as the Nabob’s behaviour, when Madrals was at¬ 
tacked by De la Bourdonnais, had caufed the Englifh to fufped his 
a durances of aflifiance, they hired 2000 Peans for the defence of Cud- 
dalore and the company's territory, and diftributed 8 or goo mufquets 
amongft them. At this time die Englilh had not adopted the idea of 
training the Indian natives in the European difcipline, notwithstanding 
the French had fet the example, by raifing four or five companies 
of Sepoys at Pondicherry. 

The French army eroded the river Pannar, and entered the company’s 
territory without any other oppofition than die fire of fome of the Peons, 
who galled them a little from behind thickets, and other covers; but re¬ 
treated as foon as fired upon by the enemy’s field-pieces. At the defiance 
of a mile and half to the north-weft of Fort St. David was a country- 
houfe appointed for the refidence of the governor, behind which, to the 
north, was a large garden inclofed with a brick wall, and before the 
houfe, to the fouth, a court with buildings on each fide of it. The ford 
where the French had palled the river was about a quarter of a mile 
from the garden; in which fome Peons were Rationed, whom the 
enemy foon iliflodged. Mr. Dupleix having received intelligence that 
the Nabob had fent no more than 1500 men to the alliftance of the 
Englilh, had inftruded Mr. Bury to march through the company’s 
territory, and aflault the town of Cuddalore. The French, having met 
with no other refiftance than from the irregular fkirmilhes of the Peons, 
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j 746. fufpe&ed no other attacks, and from this confidence, the fold lets, fatigued 
with a inarch of twelve miles, were permitted, as foon as they had taken 
poilefuon of the garden, to lay down their arms; and the officers neg- 
le&ed to ftation guards, or to take the ufual precautions which are ge¬ 
nerally thought indifpenfible againft a furprize, In a few minutes the 
whole army had quitted their arms, and every man was (haggling ac¬ 
cording to his own inclination ; fome were cutting wood to drels their 
meal, fome were cooking it, fome were eating, and others were laid 
down to fleep: tjie Coolies and the Indians conducting the camels, carts, 
and oxen laden with the baggage, dilcharged it promifeuouily in the 
court before the garden-houfc, and then difperfed. Such was the ge¬ 
neral diforder, when a large body of forces, horfe and foot, were dis¬ 
covered approaching in good order from, the well ward. Thefe were the 
Nabob’s army, confining of 6000 horfe and 7000 foot, under the com¬ 
mand of his fons Maphuze Khan and Mahomed-ally, who having united 
the iOrces they l'eparately commanded, had arrived the preceding day 
on the plain of Chimundelum, four miles to the weft of Fort 
St. David. 

Every man ran to his arms in confufion, and terror prevented them 
from conceiving the advantage of their fituation in the garden, the walls 
of which fecured them from the attack of cavalry: but imagining that 
their fafety confifted in recroffing the river before theyfliould be attacked, 
they hurried out of the garden into the open plain; all, excepting the 
artillery, in much diforder. The enemy came up before they reached 
the river. The Peons of the Nabob’s army, joined by thofe belonging 
to the Englilh, intermixed with the cavalry, and kept up a conftant but 
irregular fire, whilft the cavalry advanced (word in hand in various 
on lets; but they were always repulfed by the fire of the artillery. 

As foon as the French troops had gained the bank, they plunged into 
the river, where the water was four feet deep ; and many dung away 
their arms before they reached the other fide : but the artillery con¬ 
tinued to preferve their courage, and laved the field-pieces, tranfporting 
them over the river one after another; and turning them again upon 
the enemy as foon as they were landed on the oppofite bank. 
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The Englifh at Fort St. David were apprized of the arrival of the 
Nabob’s army at Chimundelum; and the whole garrifon, excepting 50 
Topafles, falfied out as fbon as they perceived the French retreating* 
but did not come up in time to affift in interrupting their paffage 
over the river. Having prevailed upon the Nabob's army to accom¬ 
pany them, they advanced in purfuit of the French, but did not over¬ 
take them until they had marched fix miles on the other fide of the 
river. - By this time the French troops had recovered from their panic, 
and were drawn up in fuch good order, that it was not thought prudent 
to attack them. They continued their march to Ariancopang, where 
they arrived at feven in the evening, having been in motion, with very 
little refplte, for 24 hours. On a review of a ftate of their army, 
it was found that 120 of their Europeans had been wounded, and 12 
killed. They had left behind them at the garden all the baggage which 
was come up before the Moors appeared. The Englilh, on their return 
from the purfuit, found feveral chefts of mufquets* and other military 
Bores; but a body of the Nabob’s cavalry had plundered all the reft of 
the baggage as loon as the French quitted the garden. 

Mr. Dupleix judging, from the ill fuccefs of this expedition, that 
any open attempts againft the Englifh at Fort St. David would be frus¬ 
trated whilft the Moors continued to affift them, entered into a cor- 
refpondence with the Nabob and Maphuze Khan, to induce them to 
withdraw their troops : and at the fame time he formed a projedt to 
take Cuddalore by furprize. The French army continued at Arianco¬ 
pang; and on the night of the jcth of December 500 men embarked in 
boats, with orders to proceed by lea to Cuddalore, where they were to 
enter the river which runs along the eaftern fide, and to attack this 
open quarter of the town at break of day. The boats were fcarcely 
through the furf, when the wind rofe from the fouth, and blew fo hard 
that feveral of them filled with water, and all were obliged to put back. 
The furf beat fo high on the fhore, that the foldiers flung away their 
arms, as dangerous incumbrances; for in high furfs the boat is quitted 
as loon as it touches the ground, left the fucceeding wave ffiould break 
upon it, and overwhelm thofe who are in it. 
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1746. Mr. Dupleix, thus difappointed a fecond time in his views againft 
Cuddalore, finding that the Nabob’s army ftill continued with the 
Englifh, attempted tocaufe a diverfion of their troops, by carrying the 
war into the Nabob’s country near Madrais. A detachment from, the 
town marched 20 miles inland, burning and deftroying villages with¬ 
out refiftance ; for the inhabitants took to flight as they approached; 
and the Nabob had no troops in that part of his country. The French 
found large quantities of grain in feveral places, which they fet fire to, 
for want of means to carry .it away. They gained no advantage but 
plunder by this expedition j for the Moors remained at Fort St. David, 
and the Nabob was more exafperated than before. 
s 747 * On the 9th of January the four (hips, that compofed the largeft di- 
vifion of the fquadron in which Mr. De la Bourdonnais quitted the coaft, 
returned from Achin to Pondicherry. Mr. Dupleix informed the Nabob 
of their arrival, exaggerated the addition of force which Pondicherry 
received from it, and at the lame time reprefented the Englifh at Fort 
St, David as a handful of men abandoned by the reft of their coun¬ 
trymen. The princes of Indoftan, as well as their fubje&s, take no 
pains to inform themfelves of any affairs excepting thole of their own 
country; and the long abfence of the Englifh fquadron, joined to the pre¬ 
cipitation with which it had quitted the coaft in September, concurred 
with Mr. Dupleix’s affertions, to make the Moors believe that the Eng¬ 
lifh concerns in India were becoming delperate. The governments 
of Indofhm have no idea of national honour in the condtufl: of their 
politics; and as Don as they think the party with whom they arc engaged 
is reduced to great diftrefs, they fhift, without hefitation, their alliance to 
■the oppofite fide, making immediate advantage the only rule of their 
■action. The Nabob ordered his fon Maphuze Khan to iiften to Mr. 
Dupleix’s propofals of an accommodation, and fent back to Pondicherry 
the two deputies, who had been detained prifoners by Maphuze Khan, 
when he invefted Madrafs. One of thefe prifoners was nephew to Mr. 
..Dupleix, and the other a member of the council of Pondicherry : they 
had been kept at Arcot during their captivity, and were perhaps the 
only Europeans, excepting fome vagabonds and Jefuits; who had made 
fo long a refidence in the capital of the Carnatic, fince the province had 
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been conquered by the Great Mogul. The Moors had hitherto been 
careful to prevent Europeans from informing themfelves of the date of 
the country, and the Europeans, folely employed in commerce, weie 
fo little felicitous of acquiring fuch information, that at this time they 
knew as little of Arcot as of Delhi. 

But Mr. Dupleix, while he was perfuading the Nabob that the 
Englilh affairs were without refource, was himfelf apprehendve of the 
return of their lquadron, and did not think the Ihtps arrived from Achin 
a force fufEcient to encounter it : therefore, as loon as he found that 
there was a probability of withdrawing the Moors from the abidance of 
the Englifh, he ordered the ihips to quit the coads of Coromandel. 
They left Pondicherry the 8th of February, and failed to Goa, the 
capital of the Portuguese fettle me nts in India. A few days after, Ma- 
phuze Khan came to Pondicherry, where he was received with pomp 
and much refpedt. Mr. Dupleix paid him 50,000 rupees in money, 
and made him a prefent of European trinkets to the value of 100,000 
rupees more 1 a peace was concluded between the French and the Na¬ 
bob, who recalled his army from Fort St. David. The Englifh at Fort 
St. David had not hitherto received any fupplies either from Europe or 
the colonies in India. 

A (hip from England belonging to the company appeared in fight of 
Madrafs In the month of November, and ignorant of the lofs of the 
place, approached the road. The governor Paradis, immediately hoift- 
ed Englifh colours in the town, and fent feme fokliers on board of the 
fhip which was taken when Madrafs furrendered. This fhip likewiie 
hoiked Englilh colours. The fhip from the fea, deceived by thefe ap¬ 
pearances, caft anchor near the prize, which immediately attacked her, 
but in fo unfkilful a manner, that Paradis apprehending the prize herfelf 
would be taken, began to fire from the batteries of the town upon the 
Englilh fhip, which, difeovering by thefe hoftilities that Madrafs was in 
poffefTion of the French, weighed her anchor, and went out of the road 
without having received any damage. In January another fhip from 
England came to an anchor before .Madrafs: the French immediately 
fent, by a fibiing-iioat, a letter written in Englilh, pretending -that the 
town was in veiled by the Moors, and that they fhould immediately lend 
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j 747. boats to bring on fliore the trcafure and the foldiers. The captain, de- 

' ’ * eeived by this letter, as well as by the flag which was flying in the town, 

entertained no fufpicion, and permitted the boats to come to the {hip 
without examination. A number of foldiers were concealed in them, 
who in the fame inflant boarded the fliip from different quarters. The 
greatefl: part of the fliip’s company were enfeebled by the fcurvy, and 
thofe who were capable of making refiftance were fo much furprifed, 
that they were eaiily overpowered. This was a rich prize, having on 
board hefides merchandizes 60,000 pounds flerling in bullion. I11 the 
interval another of the company’s {flips anchored in the road of Fort St. 
David, where the governor immediately fent off a letter to the captain, 
acquainting him with the lofs of Madrafs, of the great luperiority of the 
French force on the coaft of Coromandel., and of the di lire lies to which 
the fort was reduced by the want both of men and money. The fhip 
was, as ufual, configned to the governor and council of Madrafs ; and 
the diftreffes of Fort St. David, inftead of inducing the captain to affift 
them, only fuggelled to liim the rifk to which his own fortune might 
he expofed, by landing the company’s treafure, contrary to the letter of 
his inftrudtions, in a fettlement threatened with fuch imminent danger: 
he therefore refufed to comply with the requeft of the governor, 
and fet fail for Bengal without landing the foldiers, or any part 
of the cargo. Thefe flnifter accidents ferved to confirm Mr. Du- 
pleix’s affertions,even in the opinion of theEngliih themfelves, that their 
iituation was growing defperate, when at laft, 011 the 1 9th of February, 
the fliip which had efcaped out of the road of Madrafs in November 
came from Ceylon, and landed 60,0001, in iilver, together with zo 
recruits for the garrifon : the money was a very important fupply; for 
fhe.treafury of Fort St. David was almofl exhaufted when the fliip ar¬ 
rived. 

The French army appeared in fight of Fort St. David in the morn¬ 
ing of die 2d of March : it conflfled of the fame troops which had 
been routed by the Moors at the garden : but Mr. Dupleix had now 
prevailed on the officers to receive Mr. Paradis for their commander. 
The Englifli garrifon marched out, with three field pieces, and a troop 
of horfe compofed chiefly of volunteers, to prevent the French from 
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croffing the river Pannar, and found them, drawn up about 600 yards 1747. 
on the other fide of it: they cannonaded one another during the greateft '—*—' 

part of the day; and in the evening part of the French army croffed'the 
river, out of the reach of cannon-ffiot, to the weftward: the horfe were 
detached to reconnoitre them, and returned with the lofs of two men 
killed by the fire of the French CafFres; upon which all the troops re¬ 
treated to the fort. Of the Englifh 12 men, and of the French, 22 
were killed during the cannonade. Before morning the whole French 
army had paffied the river, and taken poffeffion of the garden. A few 
hours afterwards a number of Chips were deferied in the offing, ap¬ 
proaching the road : thefe were the Englifh fquadron from Bengal. 

The French no fooner perceived them than, they recroffed the river, and 
marched back with great precipitation towards Pondicherry. 

The fquadron had been reinforced in Bengal by the arrival of two 
fliips, one of 60 guns and the other of 40, fent from England with 
admiral Griffin. The prefulency of Bengal fent in the fquadron a com¬ 
pany of 100 Europeans, who were landed as foon as the ffiips an¬ 
chored; and Mr. Griffin Iikewife went on fhore with J50 marines and 
500 lailors; but thefe were only intended to be a temporary aug¬ 
mentation of the garrifon. The fhips were foon after ftationed iu 
tight of Pondicherry, where their appearance made Mr. Dupleix recal 
the French army into the town. 

In the month of June, a reinforcement of joo Europeans, 200 
Topafles, and 100 Sepoys, arrived from Bombay, and 400 Sepoys from 
the Englifh fettlcment of Tellicherry: 150 foldiers came Iikewife in the 
company’s fhips in the courfe of the year from Europe. In September, 
the fquadron failed to Madrafs, and their boats fet fire to and defbroyed, 
in the road, the Neptune of 50 guns, one of the ffiips of Mr. De la 
Bourdonnais’s fquadron, which had remained on the coaft ever fince his 
•departure, 

Notwithftanding the approach of the ftormy monfoon in October, Mr. 

Griffin determined to continue with the fquadron in fight of Fort St. 

David; the monfoon began and continued without any violent hurri¬ 
cane ; but the weather was notwithftanding fo ftormy that only two of 
the ffiips, one of which was the admiral, were ablo to keep their fta- 


tions. 


88 


The War of Coromandel.' 


Book I,. 


1747. tions. The reft made fail to the Bay of Trinconomalee in Ceylon; to 
4 v / which place Mr. Griffin with the other fhip likewife went in December 
to take in wood and water, and returned to Fort St. David in the begin¬ 
ning of the year 1748 with all the fquadron, excepting the Medway. 
This fhip, which had been the firft caufe of the Englifh difgraces and 
misfortunes in India, was in fo bad a condition, that fhe was foon after 
condemned as unfit for fervicc; fhe had been hove down at Calcutta in 
Bengal, but her leaks had not been thoroughly repaired. 

* 74 ^ In the month of January 1748, Major Lawrence arrived from England 

at Fort St. David, with a commifiion to command all the Eaft India 
company’s forces in India. At this time intelligence was received that 
Mr. Dupleix was preparing to make another attempt againft Cudda- 
lore: upon which the Major ordered all the troops at Fort St. David 
to form a camp between the garden and the river Pannar. Here they 
continued Come time ; when it was difeovered that the commander of 
tire Tellicherry Sepoys, a Moor, had formed a defign to defect with 
all his men to the French, in the firft engagement that fhould happen. 
This difeovery led to others. It was found that an Indian, who, be¬ 
fore Madrafs was loft, had a£ted as interpreter and agent of the Englifh 
governor of that place, carried on a correfpondenee with the wife of 
Mr, Dupleix in the Malabar language, which the underftood. When 
the governor was removed by the French to Pondicherry, this man 
accompanied him; and Mrs. Dupleix, bycivilities and promiles,engaged 
him to give her intelligence of the tranfaftions of the Englifh at Fort 
St. David, which he had for fome time done with great pun&uality. 
The faifts were proved; and the traitor, with another Indian his accom¬ 
plice, was hanged. The commander of the Tellicherry Sepoys, with 
ten other officers belonging to that body, were banifired to the ifland of 
St. Helena, where feveral of them affifted one another in putting an end 
to their lives, rather than remain in flavery in a place, of winch the fitu- 
ation excluded them from all hopes of being able to make their efcape 
to their native country. 

The four French fhips which failed from Pondicherry in February 
»747, left Goa and the coaft of Malabar in October, and failed to the 
ifland of Mauritius. They were here joined by three others, one of 50 
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and two of 40 guns, fent from France. The two 40 gun fhips had been, 
in India, and had taken an Engliih Fail India fhip in fight of the ill and 
of Bombay. This prize would have been very confiderable, had not 
the vigilance of the governor of the illand faved the filver that was on 
board, by fending from the fhore two fifhing-boats, which brought away 
the treafure, whilil the fhip was defending itfelf againft the enemy. 

On the 9th of June at night the Englifh 20 gun fhip returned from a 
cruize, and brought intelligence to Fort St. David,that fhe had difcovered 
feven large fhips and two finaller veffels to the fbuth. Tltefe were the 
French fquadron which had failed from Mauritius in the latter end of 
April. The Engliih fquadron, lately reinforced by three fhips from 
England, was now compofed of three fhips of 6c guns, three of 50, 
three of 40, and one of 20 guns. Thefe were at anchor in the road ; 
but the rudders of two of the 40 gun fhips were unhung, and Mr. Griffin 
and feveral of the officers were on fhore, where many of the men were 
likewife, in the hofpital. 

During the fouthern monfoon the wind blows conftantly from the 
fbuth-wefi in all parts of the Bay of Bengal, except at the difiance of 1 o 
or j 5 leagues from the land; and here it generally changes in 24 
hours, blowing a part of this time from the lea at fouth-eaft, and during 
the reft from the land at fouth-weft: the land-wind generally riles about 
midnight, and lafts till noon, but it is not always confined to this inter¬ 
val ; for fome days it continues until the evening, and at other times, 
when very ftrong, blows for three or four days without interruption. 
The fea-wind very feldom continues more than 12 hours, and is gene¬ 
rally preceded by a fhort interval of calm. During the fouthern mon¬ 
foon the currents, as well near the land as out at fea, drive ftrongly to 
the north. 

A fhip during the fea-wind cannot gain way to the fouth; for the fea 
is then rough, and the wind feldom inclines to the eaft of the fouth- 
eaft point: but as the land-wind often veers to the weft point, and al¬ 
ways renders the fea fmooth within light of the coaft, fhips bound to 
the fouth make lbme progrefs during this wind, and either drop anchor 
to maintain their ground if they are near fhore when the land-wind 
fails, or if they are at fome diftance they continue under fail, and with 
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the fea-wind come near the fhore, where they are ready to avail tiiem- 
felves again of the land-wind as foon as it fets in. By thefe operations 
a veffel that fails well fometimes gets ten or fifteen miles to the fouth in 
a day; but it is not uncommon to fee others employed a month in get¬ 
ting only j oo miles to the fouthward. 

On the ioth of June at an hour and a half after noon the French 
-fhips were difcerned in the fouth-eafh The fea-wind was fet in, and 
they were failing direfily before it toward Fort St. David. The pofition 
of the Englifh fquadron, at anchor near the land to leeward, rendered it 
impoffihle for them to get nearer the enemy during the fea-wind j for 
had they weighed anchor immediately, the neareft courie they could 
.have made would have been to the north-eaft out to fea, and this would 
very foon have carried them to leeward of Pondicherry. Mr. Griffin 
•therefore determined not to weigh anchor till night, when the land-wind 
fhould fet in: in the interval the men on fhore were ordered to join their 
fhips. At four in the afternoon the French fquadron, being within 
three leagues of the road, altered their courie, and plied to the fouth- 
weft. This operation made the Englifh believe that they kept to wind¬ 
ward with intention to gain Pondicherry at all events. About midnight 
the Englifh put to fea with the land-wind, endeavouring to keep in the 
latitude of Fort St. David; and in the morning they fhortened fail, in 
“expectation every minute of feeing the enemy again to the fouth ; but 
before the evening they fell to leeward of Pondicherry, when Mr. Griffin, 
finding his expectations deceived, made fail to Madrafs, where he arrived 
the next evening, and found no French fhips in the road. 

The French fquadron was commanded by Mr. Bouvet, governor of 
the ifle of Bourbon, an able and experienced mariner. He had been 
apprized, at the French fettlement of Karical, of the fuperior force of 
the Englifh : his operations, when in fight of Fort St. David, were 
defignedtto make the Englifh .believe that he intended to engage 
'them the next morning ; but as foon as the night fet in he changed 
his courfe, and croudmg all the fail his fhips .could carry, went away 
-to Madrafs, where he arrived the next morning the x i.th of June, and 
.immediately landed 4cofoldiers, with 200,000 pounds in iilver, which 
ihad been Tent from France -to the if!and of Mauritius for the fervice of 
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Pondicherry. Having thus effeded the defign of his voyage, he put 1748.. 
out to fea on his return to Mauritius before the Engl ifh fquadron appeared v —•—■* 
in fight of Madrafs. 

Mr. Dupleix perceiving that the Englifh fquadron had failed to Ma¬ 
drafs, from whence they could not return to Fort St. David in fomc days, 
determined to avail himfelf of their abfence, and make another attack 
upon Cuddalore. Eight hundred Europeans, with 1000 Sepoys, march¬ 
ed from Pondicherry, and making a circuit inland, arrived on the 17th 
of June in the morning within three miles' of Cuddalore, at the hills of 
Bandapolam. Here they halted during the day, and intended at night 
to attack Cuddalore by furprize. 

Major Lawrence receiving intelligence of this defign, ordered the gar- 
rifon to march and the - cannon to be removed to Fort St. David, in¬ 
tending by this operation to make the French believe that he did not 
think the place tenable. As foon as night came on, the garrifon, 
augmented to the number of 400 Europeans, together with the cannon, 
were fent back to Cuddalore, with the precautions neceffary to prevent 
the enemy from receiving intelligence of their return. The ftratagem 
fucceeded. 

At midnight the French advanced with fcaling ladders, which they no 
fooner began to apply to the walls than they received the fire of all the 
mufketry from the ramparts, together with that of four or five pieces 
of cannon loaded with grape-fhot. This unexpe&ed refinance ftruck 
the whole body, officers as well as fbldiers, with a panic. Molt of the: 
men flung away their arms without firing a fhot: but the precipitation 
of their flight prevented the Englifh fire from doing much execution 
amongft them : nor did their fears quit them when arrived at the place 
of their encampment; for expeding to be followed, they marched on 
without halting until they came to the bounds of Pondicherry. 

It was now fbme time that Mr. Dupleix had, with- great activity, 
been employed in making difpofitions to refill: ail armament bound to 
the Eaft Indies under the command of admiral Bofcawen, of whofe 
deflination the French at Pondicherry, as well as the Englifh at Fort St. 

David, had received intelligence. This armament confifted of one fhip 
of 74 guns, one of 64, two of 60, two of 50, one of 20, a floop of 14 
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guns, a bomb-lliip with her tender, and an hofpital-jfhip. Thefe be¬ 
longed to the navy of England; and 11 of the Eaft India company’s 
fhip 0 \\ cl e like wife employed to tranlport the military ftores, and the re¬ 
gular troops, which amounted to 1400 men. This fleet left England 
in Tsovember, and the greatefl part arrived at the Cape of Good Hope 
the latter end of March, but five Chips not until the 1 rth of April. They 
were joined at the Cape by fix Chips belonging to the Dutch Eaft India 
company, on board of which were 400 foldiers. The troops having 
been landed to refrefh, were all reimbarked before the 26th of April, 
when it was inteudedto fail ; but contrary winds and weather detained 
the fleet until the 8th oi May, when they left the Cape, bound to the 
ifland of Mauritius, which Mr. Bofcawen was ordered to attack in his 
way to the -coaft of Coromandel. 

The Portugueie, in their firft navigations to India, difcovcred three 
•iflands, lying to the eaftward of Madagascar, -between the icjth and 
20th degree of latitude. The moll weftern of thefe, from the name 
of the perfon who tlifcovereil it, they called Mafearenhas ; but the 
French, when they took pofleffion of it in 1gave it the name of 
Bourbon, which now prevails. The eaftern Ifland the Portuguefe 
called Diego Reys; which name it retains to this day; and that be¬ 
tween Bourbon and Diego Reys they called Cerne, probably from a 
fiippofition that it was the Cerne of the ancients. The Dutch, when 
they made this a ftation of refrelhment for their fhips coining from In¬ 
dia, called it Mauritius: the French, when they took polFeflion of it tire 
beginning of the puefent century, named it the Ilie of France; but this 
appellation has prevailed only amongfl themfclves, the other Europeans 
ftill calling it Mauritius. 

1 he Portuguefe found on thefe iflands neither men nor any four- 
.footed animals, excepting land-tortoifes, but great flocks of paroquets, 
-doves, and Tea-fowls; and the fea abounds with fifh of various kinds, 
-and with great numbers of turtle. 

1 he ifland of Bourbon is 60 miles in length from north to fouth, and 
4 5 in breadth from eaft to weft. It has no port; and the only part 
■where boats can land is in the road of St. Paul to the north-weft. It 
■has no plains, the whole being either hills of eafy alcent, or deep .moun¬ 
tains 
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tains feparated by narrow vallies. Thefe mountains continue rifing one 1748 
above another from the Tea coaft to the middle of the ifland ; fo that in 1 — 

whatever view it is Teen at a difhnce, it appears one convex furface 
rifmg out of the fea. The French took pofleflion of it in the year 16o 5, 
and finding the foil'rich, cultivated it with great afiiduity: it now pro¬ 
duces wheat, and moil of the garden vegetables of Europe, as well as 
thofe of India, with many fruits peculiar to both climates: the mango, 

China orange, and peach, grow in great plenty and in great perfec¬ 
tion. But the principal objetft of their agriculture, and what has ren¬ 
dered the iiland of importance in their commerce, is the cultivation of the 
coffee-tree, of which they brought the plants from Beit-ul Fakih in 
Arabia ; and thefe have thriven fo well, that the ifland now produces 
2000 tons of coffee every year. The cultivation of this tree, as well 
as moft other iervices of toil, are performed by CafFre flaves brought 
from Africa and Madagalcar. The French have a breed., of horfes, 
which, though fmcdl, are efteemed for their hardmefs; and they have 
reared beeves, goats, fheep, and hogs, in fufficient quantities to flip ply 
the wants of the inhabitants, although not in fuch plenty as to furiiiih 
provifion foi their fhipptng j but this neglect Teems to have arifen from 
ihe facility and cheapneis wherewith thefe and other provifions may 
be procured from the wsftern fide of Madagafcar, where they have 
futlements. Se\tral families fiom France eftabiifhed themlelves here 
loon aftei t.ie Fiench took pollefhon of it, and from them are de- 
feenued the pielent inhabitants, who are now multiplied to the number 
of 4000, of which 1000 are men capable of bearing arms : thefe 
have not degenerated from their ancestors, but on the contrary are a 
race fo remarkable for ftature and proportion, as well as for health 
and ftrength, that they equal, if not exceed in theie qualities, the moll 
athletic of the European nations. They are the only colony of Euro¬ 
peans eflablifhed within the tropics ■which have prelerved theie ad¬ 
vantages. 

The inconveniencies arifingfrom the want of a port at Bourbon, in¬ 
duced the French to take poffeffion of Mauritius. This ifland extends 
about 45 miles in length from north to fouth, and about 30 from weft 

.to eaft. In the noith-eaftern quarter is a plain extending about ten 
* 
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174S. miles from eaft to weft, and in fome places five miles in-land from the 
1 ' northern coaft. All the reft of the illand is full of high and fteep moun¬ 
tains, laying fo near to oue another that the intervals between them, in- 
ftead of valfies, form only beds of torrents ; and thefe are choaked 
with vaft fragments of ftone torn from the rock above. The fummits 
of thefe mountains are covered with forefts of ebony and other large 
trees, and the ground under the fhade of the trees produces herbage, 
ftirubs, and plants of various forts, from the common grafs to the 
ftrongeft thorn, in fuch profufion that they form a thicket fo clofely 
interwoven, that a ftep cannot be made, but with the hatchet in hand. 
Many plantations have been railed with fuccefs on thefe mountains,, 
and fome improvements made on the plain to the north-eaft ; but the 
productions, altho’ moldy of the fame kind, are in lefs quantity, and 
in lefs perfection than at Bourbon: it produces no coffee ; but, by the 
induftry of M. De la Bourdonnais, fugar, indigo, and cotton, which are 
not at Bourbon, were cultivated here with fuccefs; and although tlieie 
plantations have been much negleCted lince his departure, they may at 
any time be recovered. They are at this time endeavouring to culti¬ 
vate the genuine cinnamon, from plants procured at Ceylon; but thefe, 
if they do not periih, will in all probability, from the difference of foil 
and climate, greatly degenerate. Iron mines have been dilcovered in the 
mountains, near the plain to the north-eaft; and, the mountains lup- 
plying great quantities of fuel, forges have been erected; but the iron 
produced is brittle, and is made into cannon-balls and fhells for mortars. 
Beeves, fiieep, and goats, are preferved with great difficulty: the beeves 
generally die before they have been a year in the illand, and are there¬ 
fore frequently imported from Madagafcar and other parts. Common 
domeftic fowls breed in great plenty; which, with fifh and turtle, 
furnifh a great part of the food of the European inhabitants; who- 
have multiplied very little by marriage, moft of them being natives 
of France. Their Caffre Haves are fubjeCt to great mortalities from the 
finall-pox and other epidemical diftempers. 

Mauritius has two ports, one on the fouth-eaft coaft, and the otlier 
on the north-weft. The trade-wind from the fouth-eaft blows in thefe' 
latitudes all the year round, excepting for a few days at the iummer 
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folflice, when it is interrupted by hard gales and hurricanes from the 174!?.. 
north. The facility with which this wind enables (hips to enter the * v ' 
fouth-eafl: port, induced the French, when they firft took poffeffion of the 
ifiand, to give the preference to this harbour; but on. finding that the fame 
wind often rendered the padage out fo difficult that a fhip was fome- 
times obliged to wait a fortnight before fhe could put to fea, they left it, 
and have ever fince made ufe of the other harbour. This lies nearly in 
the middle of the north fide of the ifiand; and its entrance is through a 
channel formed by two flioals, which advance about a mile into the 
fea. When a fhip arrives oppofite to this channel, the fouth-eafl wind 
hinders her from entering the port under fail; and fhe mu ft either warp 
in with cables, or be towed in by boats : the neceffity of this opera¬ 
tion, joined to the narfownefs of the channel, which does not afford 
paffage for two {hips a-breaft, is one of the greateft difficulties an 
enemy would meet with in attacking the harbour; for although there 
are two forts, and as many batteries, which command the channel, yet 
thefe might eafily be reduced, if fhips of force could approach them, 
under foil. This port is capable of containing joo foil, and is provided 
with all the neceffaries for repairing and even for building of fhips. The 
entrance of the fouth-eaft port is defended by batteries ; and an army 
landed here would meet with great difficulties in paffing over the moun¬ 
tains to the other^arts of the ifiand. There are feveral places, between 
the north-eafl extremity and the north port, where boats may land; but 
thefe acceftes are defended by batteries, and the country behind them is 
a continued thicket: the reft of the coaft is inacceffible; and the French, 
relying on the difficulties of approaching the fir ore, had made no forti¬ 
fications in any part of the ifiand to obflrudt the progrefs of an enemy 
when landed. 

The greateft extent of Diego Reys is 27 miles: it is full of rocks, 

'which harbour great numbers of land tortoifes of a very large fize, 

'■which are efteemed excellent food : here the French keep a detach¬ 
ment of men, who are employed in catching thefe animals for the in¬ 
habitants of Mauritius; and this is the .principal uic they make of 
Diego Reys, 
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The fouth-eaft trade-wind obliges all fhips bound tothefe iflands to 
approach them from the ealt. The paffage from Diego Reys to Mauri¬ 
tius is performed in two days, and from Mauritius to Bourbon in one j 
but it requires near a month to go from Bourbon either to Mauritius or 
Diego Reys : from April to October the voyage from Mauritius to the 
coaft of Coromandel is ealily performed in a month. Theie iflands 
being out of the track of common intelligence, a large armament, lent 
in detail from France, may rendezvous in the port of Mauritius, and 
from thence arrive in India before any intelligence is received there 
either of its ftrength or deftinataon: hence it is evident, that, if we 
have any regard to our fettlements in India, the redu&ion of this place 
ought to be one of the firft objects of our attention in the beginning of 
a war with France. The poHellion of Mauritius would probably be fol¬ 
lowed by the voluntary fubraifFion of Bourbon, or would certainly render 
it of no ufe to the French for the purpofes of war. 

The fleet was thirty-five days in its pafi'age from the Cape ot Good 
Hope to Mauritius, and came in fight of the eaftern coaft on the 23d 
of June at day-break. Three of the Dutch fhips were miffing, having 
feparated from the reft in bad weather. As foon as the fhips came to 
the north-eaft point of the illand, they proceeded along the northern 
coaft in- a line of battle a-head, the men of war leading, and the com¬ 
pany’s fhips following them ; and before night they had advanced 
within two leagues of the port, and came to anchor in a kind of bay 
lying between the mouths of two finall rivers. They had hitherto dis¬ 
covered only two places along the fhore where the fmoothnefs of the 
water feemed to indicate a poffibility of making a defeent, and each 
was defended by a fafeine battery of fix guns, which fired on the fhips 
as they palled: all the reft of the fhore was defended by rocks and 
breakers. 

The next morning the French began to fire upon the iquadron from 
two other fafeine batteries raifed at the entrance of the two rivers be¬ 
tween which it was at anchor, and the fire was returned from one of 
the 50 gun fhips, but with very little execution on either fide. 

Mr. Bofcawen now ordered the floop to reconnoitre the coaft quite up 
to the port; and fhe reported, on her return, that flie had been firetT 
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tipon by eight different batteries planted along the fhore, as well as from 
tin* forts at the entrance of the harbour, where a large {hip of two tiers 
lay at .anchor, with her broadfide acrofs it; and that there were twelve 
other ihips at anchor within the harbour, four of which were of force-, 
and equipped for fervice. As foon as it was dark the barges of the fix 
line of battle {hips were fent to found, and on their return reported that 
a reef of rocks ran all along about 20 yards from the fhore, which ren¬ 
dered it impoffible for boats to land, except at the entrance of the rivers 
ovec-againft which the fleet was at anchor, or at the harbour itfelf: here 
they had difcovered, that the channel leading into it was not more than 
100 fathom wide, and that this entrance would be lubjedl to the grcateft 
difficulties by the oppofition of the fouth-eaft wind. Upon receiving 
this intelligence, the admiral called a council of war, compoled of the 
principal land and fea officers, and it was refolved, that, as they were 
ignorant of the flrength of the enemy, three armed boats fhould be fent 
to endeavour to land in the night, and take by iurprize a man from the 
fhore, from whom intelligence might probably be obtained : this was 
attempted, but in vain. The next morning, the 25th of June, the 
council of war affembled again, and were of opinion, that although- 
their force was fufficient to reduce the ifland, yet the attack, and the 
maintenance of it when taken, would not only retard, but might pro¬ 
bably dliable the armament from undertaking the liege of Pondicherry, 
which Mr. Bofcawen was inftruCted to conflder as the principal objedt 
of his deflination: it was therefore refolved to proceed to the coaft of 
Coromandel without delay, that the fquadron might arrive there in time- 
to a<ft before the change of the monfoon in October. 

The ifland would certainly have been reduced, if the conqueft of it 
bad been the principal obje£t of the armament; for the whole of the 
French force coniilled only of 500 regular troops, 200 European inha¬ 
bitants difeiplined as militia, 1500 Caffre flaves on whole fervice and attach¬ 
ment the French had little reliance, and 1000 failors belonging to the 
Chips. If the wind, as it generally does, blew always againft the entrance 
of the northern harbour, it would indeed be impracticable ,to reduce it 
with Ihips w T orking againft a contrary wind in a narrow channel,and ex- 
poled without refiftance to the fire of the enemy’s Ihips and batteries, 
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1748. But it has been diicovered that the fouth-eaft wind generally blows with 
leaf!; ftrength about fun-rife; and it alfo happens, on four or five days at 
intervals in the courfc of a month, that early in the morning this wind 
■ceafes in the northern "part of the id and for an hour or two, when 
a breeze rifes, although faintly, from the north-wed: during which a 
fliip ftationed at the entrance of the channel, to avail herfelf of this 
breeze, may enter the harbour and ply her cannon under fail. 

The fleet left the ifland the 27th of June, when the Dutch fhips, now 
joined by one of their comrades which had parted company during the 
paflage, quitted the English, and failed away for Batavia; and Mr. Bof- 
cawen fleered for the coaflof Coromandel, by the neareft paflage, between 
the iflands and flioals that lie to the north of Mauritius; he arrived 
■on the 29th of July at Fort St. David, where he found the fquadron 
■under Admiral Griffin, who refigned the command to him, and a few 
^ays after proceeded with a fixty-gun fhip and two frigates to Trinco- 
nomaly, from whence in the month of January he fet fail with them to 
England. 

The jumflion of'the two fquadroire formed 'the greateft marine force 
belonging to any one European nation that had ever been feen together 
in the Eafl Indies; for it confifted of more than 30 fhips, none of which 
were of lefs than 500 tons burden, and i 3 of them men of war of the 
line. Every perfon attached to the Engliih caufe, who beheld this 
formidable force, was-elated with joy, from expectation of its fuccefs; 
•and no one doubted that the 3 ofs of Madrafs would be revenged by the 
capture of Pondicherry, Preparations had been made at Fort St. David 
to enable Mr. Bofeawen to proceed to aftion without delay; and on the 
8th of Auguft the army began to march. 

Twelve independent companies of too men each, 800 marines be¬ 
longing to the fhips, with 80 artillery-men, compofed the regular troops 
in the king’s fervice : the company’s troops confifted of a battalion of 
750 men, of which 300 were Topafles, together with 70 artillery-men-: 
the Dutch at Negapatam fent a reinforcement of 120 Europeans : and 
there were on board the fhips, ready to be landed, 1000 feamen, who 
had been taught the manual exerciie at fca: in all 3720 Europeans, 
•and 300 TQpalTes, to which were joined about 2000 Sepoys, paid by 
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the company, who as yet were fcarcely better difciplined than common 
Peons. The Nabob An’war-odean, ft ill changing Tides, as he found 
the French or Englifh affairs gaining the advantage, promiled to 
fend a body of 2000 horfe, but only 300 came, and they towards the 
end of the fiege. The heavy cannon and the cumbrous ftores were 
laden on board the flfips, which proceeded before die army, and 
anchored two miles to the fouth of Pondicherry. 

The company’s agents at Fort St. David had gained very little in¬ 
telligence neceflary to dire# Mr. Bofcawen in his operations ; for when 
the army approaching near the bounds of Pondicherry, came in fight of 
the fort of Ariancopang, there was no peribn who could give a defcrip- 
tion of the place: however, it was determined that it ihould be taken 
before the army proceeded any farther. An engineer of the company's, 
troops was ordered to reconnoitre it, but was afraid to go near enough 
to make certain obfervations: he however reported that the fort itfelf 
was of little ftrength, but that it was covered by an entrenchment* 
A deferter likewife reported that it was garrifoned only by 100 Sepoys: 
on which Mr. Bofcawen determined to florin the place. Accordingly 
a detachment of 700 men marched at day-break again ft the eaft fide ot 
the fort to attack what they fuppofed the entrenchment, which on a 
nearer approach they difcovered to be a heap of ruins; they likewife per¬ 
ceived that the fort itfelf was a triangle regularly fortified with three ca¬ 
valiers, a deep dry ditch full of pit-falls, and a covered way. Thefe 
works were fufficient-to protect the place from a hidden onfet, even had 
it been only garriibned as the deferter had reported ; inllead of which it 
was defended by 100 Europeans and 300 Sepoys, under the command 
of Captain Law, an active officer. The Englifh troops were imme¬ 
diately afiailed from the walls with mufketry and grape-fhot; and al¬ 
though they had brought no fealing-ladders, the fear of fhame kept 
them in reach of the enemy’s fire, until 150 were either killed or 
wounded. Major Goodere, the molt experienced officer of the king’s 
troops, was mortally wounded in this attack. 

This blundering difafter greatly affe&ed the fpirits of the men. How¬ 
ever, it was determined to perfift in reducing Ariancopang, and the dif- 
ciplined Tailors, with eight pieces of battering cannon, were landed from 
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'J 748, the £hips. The French, knowing the advantage of gaining time at this 
feafon of the year, prudently determined to defend the fort as long as 
poffible. On the oppofite fide of the river which runs to the north, and 
clofe by the fort of Ariancopang, they erected a battery of heavy can¬ 
non to obftru£t and enfilade the approaches to the fort. The Englifh 
engineers ere&ed a battery in the plain on the Couth fide of the river, to 
oppofe and filence that of the enemy; but fuch was their negledt in re¬ 
connoitring, or their want of drill in their art, that when at day-break 
they opened the battery, moil of the guns were found to be intercepted 
from the fight of the enemy’s by a thick wood. The artillery officers 
iiow offered their lervice to ere£t another, which they compleated with 
fufficient drill before the next morning: and for greater feeurity, threw 
up before it an entrenchment, in which a large detachment, confiding 
of foldiers and Tailors, was polled. At day-break the battery began to 
play on that of the enemy, and the fire was continued for fome time on 
both Tides, with little execution done on either. Befides the troops 
within the fort, a body of 60 European cavalry -encamped without the 
walls. This cavalry, f'upported by infantry, advanced to the entrench¬ 
ment where the Tailors were • polled, who ftruck with confternation 
at their appearance, took flight, and communicated their panic to 
the regular troops. The French cavalry ‘purfued them to the bat¬ 
tery, by the fire of which they were, however, foon repulied. Ma¬ 
jor Lawrence commanded this day in the entrenchment, and rather 
than participate of the ignominy of ’taking -flight with the troops, 
remained there with two or three officers : he was Manned, and 
obliged to furrender himfeif priToner to a French trooper, who knowing, 
■it is probable, the value of his prize, immediately hurried him away by 
the fide of his hor'fe to Ariancopang. 

The Tame day a large quantity of gunpowder talcing fire in the ene¬ 
my’s battery, blew it Up, and near 100 men were either killed or dis¬ 
abled by the explofion. This difafter ftruck fuch a terror amongft fhofe 
'who remained in the fort, that fome hours after they fet five to the 
'chambers with which they had undermined the fortifications, and blew 
“up the greateft' part of the walls and cavaliers, and then marched away 
with great-precipitation to Pondicherry: as foon as theEnglilh faw the 
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ex pi oft on, they marched up and took pofleffion of the ruins. Thus 
fortunately delivered, the army did not immediately proceed to Pondi¬ 
cherry, but remained five days longer at Ariancopang, employed in re¬ 
pairing the fort, in which it was determined to leave a garrifon ; for it 
was apprehended, that during the fiege a detachment of the enemy’s 
troops might again take pofTeffion of it, and from hence be enabled to 
intercept convoys, or harrafs the army. 

The town of Pondicherry was fituated about 70 yards from the Tea- 
fhore : its extent within the walls was a little more than a mile from 
north to fouth, and about 1100 yards from eaft to weft ; it was fortified 
on the three iides to the land with a wall and rampart, Hanked by 
eleven baftions; and two half-baftions were at the north and fouth ex¬ 
tremities neareft the Tea: thefe works were iurrounded by a ditch, and 
an imperfeft glacis. The eaflern fide was defended by feveral low bat¬ 
teries, capable of mounting t co pieces of cannon, which commanded the 
road; and within the townwas built a citadel,too fmall to make a long de¬ 
fence. The grcatefl.part of the ground lying round the town was in- 
clofed, at the diftance of a mile from the walls, by a hedge of large aloes 
and other thorny plants peculiar to the country, intermixed with great 
numbers of coco-nut and palm-trees, which altogether formed a defence 
'impenetrable to cavalry,'and of very difficult paffage to infantry: this in- 
clofure began at the.north, clofe by the iea-fhore,and.continuedfive miles 
and a half, ddcribing a large figment of alemi-circle, until it joined the 
river of Ariancopang to the fouth, at about a mile and a half from the fea- 
ihore, and in this part the courfe of the river ferved to compleat tlve line 
of defence. There were five roads leading from the town into the ad¬ 
jacent country, and at each of the openings, tn the hedge was built a re¬ 
doubt mounted with cannon. It is probable that the hedge, at the fame 
time tliat.it was intended to be a defence againft hidden incurftons, 
marked the limits of the territory conceded by the prince of the country. 
to the French, when they firft eftablifhed themfelves at Pondicherry; and 
hence obtained the name of the Bound-hedge. 

On the 26th of Auguftthe army marched from Ariancopang, and 
took pofTeffion of the village of Oulgary, lying about two miles from 
: the fouth-weft part of the town. From hence a detachment was fent 
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1748. the fame day to attack the north-weft redoubt of the bound-hedge, 
* ' ' which the enemy abandoned without re fi ft a nee, notwithftanding it was 
capable of making a defence that would have coft the Englifh many 
lives, had they been obliged to ftorm it. The garrilbns in all the other 
redoubts were foon after withdrawn. 

By the advice of the engineers, it was determined to attack the town 
on the north-weft fide j and, to facilitate the communication between 
the fleet and the camp, the fhips were ftationed to the North of the 
town. 

On the 30th of Auguft at night the army opened ground, at the 
diftance of 1500 yards from the walls: by this the engineers fhewed 
themfelves little Hulled in their art; for it is the general practice in lieges, 
to make the fir ft parallel within 800 yards of the covered way. In 
the morning a detachment of 150 men, from the trench fir ft thrown up,, 
were ordered to lodge themfelves about ioo yards nearer the town, and 
being fupplied with working tools,foon covered themfelves from the fire 
of the enemy’s cannon. About noon 500 Europeans and 700 Sepoys- 
fallied from the town under the command of Paradis, and attacked both- 
trenches at the favo£ time: they were repulfed at both, and loft 1 00 men 
and feven officers ; amongft the latter their commander Paradis. En- 
fign Clive diftinguilhed himfelf with much gallantry in the defence of 
the advanced trench ; of which we do not repeat the defeription pub- 
lifhed in our fir ft edition of this work, becaufe we are informed, that 
that deicription is very erroneous. 

The approaches were continued, but carried on very (lowly, from a 
want of experience in fuch operations. Two batteries of three guns 
Were raifed within 1200 yards of the town, to check any future Tallies. 
When the army firft opened ground, the bomb-ketch was ordered to 
bombard the citadel night and day: but in a very few days the enemy 
began to bombard her, and got her diftance fo exactly, that one of their 
fliells ftaved the boat aftern, and another threw the water in upon her 
decks; after which fire kept out of the reach of the enemy s mortars in 
the day-time, and only bombarded in the night. Parties fallied at fe- 
veral times, and attacked the detachments which efcorted the (lores and 
cannon from the fhips to the camp; and one day a detachment efcorting 
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two pieces of battering cannon was defeated, and tbe cannon taken. 
Some troops were fent immediately to recover them; but could not 
come up before the enemy had conveyed them under fhelter of the 
ramparts. 

After much hard labour the trenches were advanced within 800 yards 
of the walls, when it was found impoffible to carry them on any nearer; 
for a large morafs extended itfelf before this part of the town, and the 
French had preferved a back water, with which they overflowed not 
•only the morafs, but likewife all the ground lying between the trenches 
and the foot of the glacis. During the approaches, and the conftruftion 
-of the batteries on the edge of the morafs, the enemy kept lip a conftant 
fire on the working parties, by which many were killed. 

Two batteries were finifhed and began to fire on the 26th of Septem¬ 
ber, one of eight, the other of four pieces of cannon, of 18 and 24 
pounders : a bomb-battery of five large mortars and fifteen royals, 
.and another of fifteen-coliorns were likewife ere&ed. The French 
now opened fevera! embrafures in the curtain, and began likewife to fire 
from two or three batteries on the creft of the glacis, infomuch that the 
fire of the befieged was double that of the befiegers. Mr. BoTcawen, 
willing to employ all the means of annoyance in his power, ordered the 
fhips to batter the town; and before the next morning all the fliips of 
two tiers had warped within the diftance of 1 oco yards of the walls, the 
ihallownefs of water not permitting them to approach nearer: the can¬ 
nonading was inceffant, and terrible in appearance, but of no real effect; 
■for the diftance of the fliips, and the motion of the fea, hindered the 
fhot from ftriking fucceffively the fame object. The French at firft 
withdrew a great number of their artillery-men from the land fide, and 
•employed them in firing againftthe fhips from the batteries which com¬ 
manded'the road ; but perceiving the little damage that the town 
fuftained from the fire of the fhips, they flackened their defence on that 
fide, and renewed it to the land fide with as much vigour as before. 

The cannonading from the fhips continued until night, when Mr. 
Bofcawen, finding that they had expended a vaft quantity of ammuni¬ 
tion to no purpofe, ordered them to move in the night out of the reach 
tof-cannon-fhot; but the wind Jetting in from the fea prevented them 
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from executing this intention: remaining therefore in the fame Nations, 
they began early in the morning to cannonade the town again, from 
whence they were fired upon with more vivacity than the day before; 
but at noon the wind changing, the fhips moved farther from the 
ihore, and the firing ceaied on both fides. Only two perfons were killed 
on board the fleet, the one a common failor, the other captain Adams, 
commander of the Harwich, a 50 gun {hip. The French gave out 
that the fire from the fhips had, in the two days, done no other execution 
than that of killing a poor old Malabar woman in the flreet. 

The fire from the batteries continued three days longer,during which 
that from the town increafed, and dilmounted nine pieces of can non. 
Very little impreffion had been made on the defences, iicknefs prevailed' 
in the camp, the weather likewife had changed, and the rainy monfoon 
was begun three weeks earlier than it ufually fets in: a council of war 
was therefore fummoned on the 30th of September, who, appreheniive 
that the rains, which at, or foon after, their fir ft fetting in generally over¬ 
flow the whole country, might render the removal of the cannon and 
heavy ftores impracticable, and fearing likewife that the fhips might 
be driven off the coaft by hard gales of wind, unauimoufly determined’ 
to raife the liege without delay. 

Five days were employed in Slipping the cannon and heavy ftores, 
deftroying the batteries, and reimbarking the failors; and on the 6th of 
October the troops began to march to Fort St. David ; but halted at 
Ariancopang, and blew up the fort: the rains had already rendered 
the roads very difficult to be patted. On a review of the army, it was- 
found, that during the Siege there had periihed in aCtion and by iick-’ 
nefs 757 foldiers, 43 artillery-men, and 265 feamen ; in all 1065 
Europeans: very few of the Sepoys were killed, for they had been 
only employed to guard the fkirts of the camp, and had always ran 
away on the approach of danger. The French garrifon confifted of 
1 Soo Europeans, and 3000 Sepoys, of which they loft 200 Europeans, 
and about 50 Sepoys. 

Several caufes concurred to fruftrate this attempt againft Pondicherry; 
of which the late arrival of the armament on the coaft, and the early 
fetting in of the rains, were the principal. There was no abfolute ne- 
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ceffity to reduce the fort of Ariancopang, for a party 01 20< -) men fta*- 
tioned near it would have always kept in awe the garrifon, which, con- 
filled only of 100: now the reduction of this little fort, befides caufmg 
the lofs of I if o men, together with two of the moll experienced officers, 
and thereby difcouraging the reft, ftopt the progrels of the whole army 
eighteen days. When arrived before the town, Mr. Bolcawen, unex- 
perienced in military operations by land, relied, in obedience to his in- 
ftraftions, on the opinion of the engineers, who made a great blunder 
in carrying on the attacks againft that part of the town, to which an in- 
fuperable morafs prevented them, from approaching nearer than 800 
yards; and even had there been no morafs, the fituation of the camp t;o 
theweftward would have been injudicioufly chofen, iince it fubjedtcd 
the tranfporting of the cannon and heavy ftores to a difficult paftage of 
two or three miles, which employed the labour of numbers of Tailors, 
and demanded frequent detachments of foldiers to efcort and defend them 
from the Tallies of the enemy; and the foldiers and failors thus employed 
were taken off from the operations of the fiege, which required nothing 
leis than the fen'ice of every European in the camp. The north-fide 
was the part againft which the attack ought to have been directed : for 
the ground in front of this fide was found, and would have permitted 
the approaches to have been carried on to the foot of the glacis, with¬ 
out meeting with any natural impediments; and the camp extending 
behind the lines to the northward, would have effectually protected the 
cannon and ftores, when landed, from the danger of Tallies; and at the 
fame time have faved the labour and inconventend.es of tranfporting 
them from a long diftance; for they might have been landed at the camp 
itfelf. Very few examples of gallant fervice were exhibited during the 
fiege. The engineers were utterly unqualified for the enter prize, but 
the artillery-men and officers knew their bufinefs, and always behaved 
with refolution; and Mr. Bofcawen himfelf on all occalions exerted 
the fame activity and courage which diftinguilhed his character as a 
naval officer; but thefe qualities did not compenfate his want of know¬ 
ledge in the art of war on ffiore. This knowledge is not incompatible 
with Ikill in the marine fervice; and it is much to be lamented, that 
both together have not of late years been cultivated by the fame officer; 
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1748. for there are very few inftances, of late years, of a fiege carried on by the 
**~**-> Engli/h with lefs fkill than this of Pondicherry. 

The French fang Te Deums, as foon as the fiege was raifed, and gave 
as many demonftrations of joy, as if they had been relieved from the 
greateft calamities of war. Mr. Dupleix lent letters to all the princes of 
Coromandel, and even to the great Mogul himfelf, acquainting them, 
that he had repul fed the mod formidable attack which had ever been 
made in India; and he received from them the higheft compliments on 
his owh prowefs, and on the military char after of his nation: This in¬ 
deed was now regarded throughout Indoftan as greatly fuperior to that 
■of the Englifh. 



End of the First Book- 



BOOK II. 


T H E fquadron, fbon after the raifmg of the fiege of Pondicherry, 
left the coaft to avoid the ftormy monfoon: five fhips went to 
Achin, and the reft to Trinconomalee j but Mr. Bofcawen himfelf re¬ 
mained with the land-forces at. Fort St. David. In November news 
arrived, that a ceffation of arms between Great Britain and France 
had been proclaimed in the preceding April: but Mr. Bofcawen was, 
notwithftanding,inftru(fted to remain in India until he fhould receive in¬ 
telligence that the general peace was concluded. In the beginning of 
January 1749, the fquadron returned to Fort St. David, and about the 
fame time Mr. Bouvet, with the fame fquadron which had eluded Mr. 
Griffin, came again from Mauritius to Madrafs, where he landed a'krge 
fum of money, together with 200 foldiers. 

The fword was fheathed, and it depended on the agents of the t-wo 
companies to re-aflume in tranquility their mercantile occupations : 
but the war had brought to Pondicherry and Fort St. David a number of 
troops greatly fuperior to any which either of the two nations had hither¬ 
to affembled in India j and as if it was impoffible that a military force, 
which feels itfelf capable of enterprizes, fhould refrain from attempting 
them, the two fettlements, no longer authorized to fight againft each 
other, took the refolution of employing their arms in the contefts of the 
princes of the country : the Englifh with great indilcretion, the French 
with the utmoft ambition. 

An unfortunate prince, who about feven years before had been de¬ 
throned at Tanjore, came to Fort St. David, and implored the affiftance 
of the Englifh to reinflate him, afferting with great confidence that he 
fhould no looner appear in the kingdom, fupported even by a moderate 
force, than his ftandard would be -joined by numbers, and his title ac¬ 
knowledged by thoufands. The fucceflion of the princes of his family 
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had been lb complicated, that it was difficult to afcertain to whom the 
crown rightfully belonged. 

In the year 1680, -the king of Tanjore, attacked and well-nigh over¬ 
powered by the king of Tritchinopoly, called the Morattoes to his 
affiftance. The famous Sevagee, who at that time reigned over all the 
Morattoe nations, lent his brother with a ftrong army, which foon left 
the king of Tanjore nothing to fear from his enemy, but evety thing 
from tliefe freebooters j for they made out fo large an account of ex- 
pences, that all the riches in the kingdom would have been infufficient 
to difcharge what they demanded: under pretence therefore of collect¬ 
ing this money, they took polfeffion of the government, and fhortly 
after the brother of Sevagee declared himfelf king of Tanjore. He 
reigned fix years, and left three fons. The eldeft, Sevagee, was fucceeded 
by the next brother, Serbogee, and he by the third, Tuccogee. 'Each of 
the three brothers left children ; and after three irregular fucceffions 
which took place amongft thefe coufm-germans in lefs than feven years, 
Saujohee, who now appeared at Fort St. David, was depofed, and his 
brother Pratop-fmg, born of one of the inferior wives of their father 
Serbogee, was placed on the throne, by tjie general concurrence of the 
'principal men in the kingdom, which had fuffered much from the weak 
adminiftration of Saujohee. The Englifh had certainly no right to inter¬ 
fere in his caufe. But the offers he made of conceffions to the company 
in the kingdom df Tanjore, the favourable account given of him by the 
•interpreters who introduced him to the prefidency, and the belief too 
hallily entertained of a falfe narration of his -misfortune, induced the 
Englifh to think they fhould acquire as much honour as advantage by 
‘their efforts to reinflate him in the throne. It was ftipulated that Sau¬ 
johee fhould give the company the fort and territory of Delvi-Cotah,and 
pay all the expences of the war, if it proved fuccefsful. 

The kingdom of Tanjore extends about 70 miles from north to 
fouth, and about 60 from eaft to well. The river Coleroon bounds it 
; to the north ; the fea-coaft, running nearly north and fouth, to the 
seafi; to the fouth it is bounded partly by the fea-coaft extending 
«saft-and weft, .and partly by the -country of Morawar : -to the weft 
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it is limited by the kingdom of Tritchinopoly and the country of Ton- 
diman : the capital, bearing the fame name as the kingdom, lieth 
about 20 miles weft of Tritchinopoly, 

The force appointed for the conqueft of Tanjore confided of 430 
Europeans, and 1000 Sepoys, with four field pieces and four finall 
mortars : the battering cannon and provifion for the troops were fent 
in four fhips, two of which were of the line. The army, accom¬ 
panied by Saujohee, left Fort St. David in the latter end of March, and 
on the 1 3th of April encamped on the bank of the river Val-aru, which 
difembogues itfelf at Portonovo. In the evening the northern monfooh 
changed,and the fouthern commenced with ahurricane,whichlaftedwith 
fuch violence until four o’clock the next morning, that the tents of the 
Engliih camp were blown into rags, many of the draught bullocks and 
horles were killed, and all the military ftores were fo much damaged, that 
the army was obliged to march to Portonovo in order to repair the detri¬ 
ments it had fuftained. Here they were informed that theilormhad com¬ 
mitted much greater ravages at fea : two of the company’s fhips were 
Branded between Cuddalore and Fort St. David: the Apollo hofpital-ihip 
was loft, with all her crew: the Pembroke, a 60 gun fliip, which failed' 
on the expedition, was wrecked, and only fix of the crew faved: and the 
Namur of 74 guns, in which Admiral Bdfcawen hoifled his flag, anti 
which was the fined fliip of her fize belonging to the navy of England, 
perifhed, with 750 men. Fortunately mod of the other fhips were 
either at Trinconomalee, or in parts of the coaft to which the greateft 
violence of the ‘hurricane did not extend. 

The army having repaired its damages, left Portonovo, and march¬ 
ing by the great pagoda of Chilambaram, arrived at the bank of the 
. northern arm. of the Goleroon. Here Captain Cope, who commanded, 
encamped and intrenched, refolving to learn the date of affairs on the 
oppofite fhore before lie proceeded any farther. The intelligence lie re¬ 
ceived was very different from what he expended : no per tons -of any 
rank offered to declare--for Saujohee, and not a Angle fquadron.appeared 
ready to join him: on the contrary, a great number of troops belonging 
ttothe king of Tanjore were feen moving up and down the oppofite bank, 
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and Teemed determined to difpute the pafTage of the river, Thus dif- 
appointed, and ignorant of the enemy’s ftrength as well as of the na¬ 
ture of the country, Captain Cope did not think his force fufficient to 
profecute the enterprize, and waited until he was reinforced from. I<ort 
St, David with ico Europeans and 500 Sepoys: he then eroded the 
river, which, although a mile broad, was fordable, and, contrary to His 
expectation, the army met with little refinance from the enemy wliilft 
they were palling it; but difficulties in.creafed as they advanced : the 
road in which .they attempted to march led through a thick wood, 
and the enemy from behind the bullies began to annoy them with 
arrows, and the fire of their matchlocks ; whilil large bodies of hori'e 
and foot appeared in the circumjacent plains, moving in the rear and on 
the-flanks. Tins being the firft expedition in which the Englifli troops 
were engaged againft the forces .of an Indian prince, the Soldiers were 
ftruek with no final! degree of fear, on comparing the fuperior numbers 
of the enemy with their own ; but the artillery-men preferred their re- 
folution, and fired with fo much fpirit and aim, that they kept the enemy 
at a difiance, and reftored the courage of their own troops, who being or¬ 
dered to inarch back, gained the bank of the river without confufion. 
Here the army drew up, the field-pieces fecuring the flanks, and the river 
the rear. A council of war was held to deliberate whether they fhould 
proceed, or wait for more favourable advices than thofe hitherto received 
out of theTanjore country; but whilft the council were fitting, amefTenger 
arrived with poll five orders from Mr. Bofcawen to continue the march, 
and attack the Fort of JDevi-Cotah at all events. In the interval fome 
of the foldiers had difeovered a road leading along the bank of the river 
towards the fea-coafi ; and the army began to march this way, al¬ 
though very little of it had been reconnoitred: it led through a much 
more open country than the other, and the river defended the troops 
from being furrounded. This lucky difeovery fayed them from deftruc- 
tion ; for'it was afterwards found, that by perfifting in the firft road, 
they would, from the nature of the country, have been involved in 
inextricable difficulties, into which the Tanjorines had hoped to intice 
them, by making no reliftance at the paflage of the river. They ftill 
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fometimes threatening to attack, but always retiring as foon as the 

field-pieces began to fire. After a march of ten miles the troops y ■ 

halted, late in the evening, a mile to the eaftward of Devi-Cotah: where i 

they neither faw, nor received intelligence of the fhips; for not a mart of 

the country ventured near the army 5 and the lownefs of the ground, 

together with the thick woods that covered it, prevented the fhips from 

being difeovered, although they were at anchor near the mouth of the 

river, within four miles of the camp. 

The army, relying on the fhips, had brought no more provifion man 
were neceflary for the confumption of three days, and were deterred, 
by the numbers of the enemy, from fending detachments to procure 
any ; at the fame time they were without battering cannon. Under 
thefe inconveniences there appeared no means of reducing the fort, ex- 
. cepting by a fudden afiault, and the walls were too high to be eafily 
efcaladed. Some propofed to advance the field-pieces in the night, and 
batter down the gates j which indeed was the only practicable method 
of attackj but being deemed too defperate, it was determined to en¬ 
deavour to terrify the enemy by bombarding the place with cohorns. 

Shells were thrown until the morning, when, the fire ceafed until the 
next night: and before the next morning all the fhclls were ex¬ 
pended, without having done any damage to the fort, or made any ira- 
preffion on the minds of the garrifon. It was therefore refolved to retreat 
without delay. 

The army returned by the fame road it came. During the fir ft 
mile the country was covered with wood's, from which the enemy 
galled the flank of the line, not only with mufquetry, but alfo with 
fome pieces of heavy artillery, which they had brought into the thickets; 
and fome platoons of Europeans were detached to diflodge them. 

The thickets extended to the bank of a rivulet which the troops had 
croffed in the march to Devi-Cotah, during the retreat of the tide : tile 
rivulet was at that time fordable, and no one had examined it finF- 
ficiently to form an idea of the depth of the channel, which was now 
filled with water by the riling of the tide, and the ftream ran very 
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1749. rapidly. The Coolies, who carried the lefs bulky parts of the bag- 
' ; gage, marched before the troops, and as foon as they came to the 
bank of the rivulet, were fired upon with great vivacity from the 
thickets. Timorous, as are all the lower calls of Indians, they 
plunged into the fir earn, which was feven or eight feet deep, and 
preffing upon one another with outcries and confufion, loft by their 
fears the ftrength neceflary to fave themfelves, and in lefs than a quarter 
of an hour 400 of the poor wretches were drowned. The troops, fpe(Tu¬ 
tors of this difafter, halted, and fired to difiodge the enemy, until the 
tide had ebbed fufficiently ; when they palled the rivulet without inter¬ 
ruption, and continuing their retreat umnolefted, arrived at Chilam- 
barum late at night, much fatigued with the fkirmifhes they had iuftained,. 
and with a march of 15 miles: the next day they returned to Fort St. 
David. 

The intelligence gained during this expedition, convinced every one 
that the caufe of Saujohee was deftitute of abettors amongft his 
countrymen. The prefidency neverthelefs determined to continue 
the war ; but this refolution did not now proceed fo much from the 
intention of reftoring Saujohee, as from the defire of wiping out, by 
■ome fuccefs, the reproach of having retreated before the arms of an 
ndian prince, and from the views of making feme aequifitions to 
compenfate the expences which had already been incurred. The 
fort of Devi-Cotah is fituated in a populous country, in which manu¬ 
factures of linnen proper for the company’s trade are fabricated ; 
and the neighbouring territory is the moll fertile part of the eoaft 
of Coromandel. On this coaft, from Maiulipatnam to Cape Co¬ 
morin, there is no port capable of receiving a Ihip of 300 tons 
burden; which defeCt fobjects the navigation of theie parts to great 
rifques at particular feafons. The mouth of the river Coleroon, near 
Devi-Cotah, is indeed generally obftru&ed by fands, but the channel 
within the bar is deep enough to receive ftiips of the largeft burden ; 
and it was thought that the bar itfelf might with fome labour and expence 
be removed: if this fhould be effected, the greateft advantages would ac¬ 
crue to the European nation which fhould obtain the exclufive pofleffion 

of 


Book II. 


History of the Carnatic. 


of this harbour. It was therefore determined to make the reduction of 1749- 
Devi-Cotah the principal object of the new expedition, which it was ' ■ * 
thought would be amply compenfated by gaining poiTeffion of this place, 
even if no farther advantages accrued from the war. 

The whole body of the company’s troops, amounting with the artil¬ 
lery-men to 800 Europeans, together with 1500 Sepoys, were ordered 
on the expedition, under the command of major Lawrence. From the 
difficulties already experienced in approaching Devi-Cotah by land, it 
was determined that the army fliouLd now proceed by fea : the Euro¬ 
peans, with the artillery and baggage, were embarked on board fix fliips, 
three of the line and three belonging to the company, and the Sepoys 
accompanied the fhips in large boats, ufed by the people of Coromandel 
to carry on their traffick along the coaft. The veflels arrived at the 
fame mouth of the Coleroon where the fhips of the former expedition 
had anchored ; and the troops and ftores paffed in boats up the arm of 
the river which led to Devi-Cotah, and were landed on the oppohte 
fhore, from which it was determined to batter the fort, becaufe the 
ground on the other fide was marfhy and covered with woods, and the 
king of Tanjore’s army was encamped under the wails. 

The fort was about a mile in circumference, having fix unequal fides j 
and the walls were about i 8 feet high, built with bricks, the mafonry of 
which was in moft parts broad enough to form a rampart, without 
any addition of eartli: and were flanked at unequal diftances by pro¬ 
jecting towers, fome of which were circular, and others f'quare. The 
Englifh fired acrofs the river obliquely upon the eaftern fide of the fort 
from four 24 pounders, which in three days made a practicable breach. 

The enemy did not return the fire, nor attempt to repair the breach, but 
employed themfelves in carrying on an entrenchment from the bank of 
the river acrofs the fide of the fort which the Englifh attacked. 

The paffiige of the troops over the river was rendered dangerous, both 
by the rapidity of the ftream, and by the numbers who had taken pof- 
feffion of the thickets which covered the oppofite fhore. John Moor, a 
carpenter belonging to one of the men of war, offered his ferviee, and 
made a ftage joupable of receiving ^00 men, which was launched at 
fome diftance below the battery, and towed up to it again ft the ftream. 

The 
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1749. The raft could not be moved acrofs the river unlefs by a rope fixed on 
' ¥ * the oppofite bank; but the illations of the enemy rendered this a very 
hazardous enterprize: the fame carpenter who had made the raft, of¬ 
fered to execute this fervice likewife, and in the middle of a very dark 
night fwam over the river, carrying the end of a rope with him, which 
he fattened to the root of a large tree within a few yards of one of the 
enemy’s advanced guards, by whom he was not difcovered. 

The rope was funk in the water, that the enemy might not perceive 
it ; and the next day, at two in the afternoon, the firfl: detachment of 
400 Europeans, with three field pieces, embarked upon the raft; at the 
fame time the four pieces of battering cannon, with fix field pieces, be¬ 
gan to fire with great vivacity upon the oppofite thickets, to deter the 
Tanjorines from approaching the bank near enough to difcover the rope. 
They were fo much furprized at this new and unexpected manner of 
approach, that, fortunately, none of them gueffed the means by which 
it was performed. The walls and towers of the fort were manned with 
multitudes, who, as well as thofe under cover of the thickets, fired 
irregularly, but without intermiffion, from their matchlocks;. but the 
detachment, although much galled, refrained from returning the fire, 
left the buttle of handling their arms fhould overfet the raft, which in a 
quarter of an hour gained the fhore. The troops advanced immediately 
to diflodge the Tanjorines potted in the thickets, who retreated as foon 
as they were fired upon, and took (belter either within the fort,or behind 
the projections of the towers. The raft was lent back, and in the (pace 
of two hours made feveral paiTages, during which the enemy kept up a 
continual fire, both on the troops that were landed, and on thofe on the 
raft, and killed 50 Europeans and 50 Sepoys before the whole army had 
patted the river. 

Major Lawrence determined to ftorm the breach without delay. The 
entrenchment which the Tanjorines intended to throw up before it, was 
left unfinifhed; for the Coolies quitted the work as foon as it was ad¬ 
vanced fo far as to place them in the line of the (hot battering the walls. 
The part which was finifhed was neverthelefs of fome fervice, for it 
commanded the ground over which the Englifh troops' were obliged to 
march to the attack, and likewife flanked the breach itfelf. About fifty 
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yards in front of the entrenchment ran a deep and miry rivulet, which 1749. 
extended quite acrofs the idand on which Devi-Cotah is fituated. 

Lieutenant Clive offered his fervice to major Lawrence to lead the 
attack; and the major, who had remarked the riling military genius 
of this officer, very readily gave him the poll of honour he requeued. 

A platoon of 34 Europeans, with 700 Sepoys, were appointed for this 
fervice, who were to be fupported by the whole army as foon as the 
entrenchment Ihould be carried. Tiie Europeans, marching at the head 
of the Sepoys, eroded the rivulet with difficulty, and four of them were 
killed by the fire from the fort before they gained the oppofite bank. 

As foon as part of the Sepoys had paffed Ukewife, lieutenant Clive 
advanced brilkly with the Europeans, intending to attack the en¬ 
trenchment in flank at that end where die Coolies had dilcontinued the 
work. The Sepoys who had paffed the rivulet, inffead of following 
elofeiy, as they were ordered, remained at the bank, waiting until 
they were joined by greater numbers.- The enemy perceived this ncgleft, 
which left the rear of the Europeans expofed: a number of horfe were 
concealed along the fouth fide of the fort, between the projections of the 
towers; the neareft of which was not more than forty yards from that 
part of the entrenchment which lieutenant Clive was preparing to attack, 
juft as his men were presenting their mulkets to fire, a party of horfe 
rufhed fword in hand from behind the tower, and by a rapid evolu¬ 
tion, which manifefted the excellence both of the hories and the riders, 
fell on the rear of the platoon with fo much bnpetuofity, that the men 
had no time to face about and defend themfelves, and in an inflant 26 
of the platoon were cut to pieces. A horferaan had his fword uplifted to 
ftrike at lieutenant Clive, who efcaped the blow by ftepplng on one fide 
whilff the horfe paffed him; he then ran towards the Sepoys, whom he 
had the good fortune to join,being one of four who were all that efcaped 
from this daughter. He found the Sepoys drawn up in order, but they 
had not advanced a ftep to fupport the platoon. The Tanjorine horfe, 
fatisfied with their fuccefs, did not profecute their advantage by attack¬ 
ing tlie Sepoys, but returned to the ftations from whence they had made 
the onfet. 
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Major Lawrence, on this difafter, determined to attack the trench 
with all the Europeans, who now croffed the rivulet, and advanced in 
a compact body, with a platoon of grenadiers at their head. The ene¬ 
my kept up an irregular fire until the grenadiers came to the trench, 
and then they took flight along the fouthern fide of the fort: The Eng- 
lifli troops immediately moved up to the breach, when the Tanjorine 
horfe fallied again from behind the tower j and were fuffered to ap¬ 
proach withm fourteen yards before the firft platoon gave its fire, 
which was fo well direded that it ftruck down fourteen horfemen : 
this execution flung the reft into fuch confufion that they immediately 
fled back, and the troops mounting the breach, found it abandoned by 
the garrifon, whom they difeovered hurrying from all quarters of the 
fort to make their efcape out of the oppofite gateway: at the fame time 

all the 1 anjorine horfe quitted their ftations near the fort, and retreated 
to the weft ward. 

Some of the officers examining the different buildings of the fort, 
found m one of the chambers a Tanjorine lying on the ground defpe- 
rately wounded, whom, incapable of moving without affiftance, the 
garrifon in their precipitate flight had neglected to carry off, aft ho’ he was 
an officer of rank, and an Indian of a very high caft. He was taken care 
■of, but with a fullen obftinacy refufed every kind of affiftance, and 
would not fobmit to the neceffary operations, until he found that the 
lurgeon intended to ufe force. He was no fooner left alone than he 
ftripped off the bandages, and attempted to put an end to his life, by 
tearing open his wounds: fome perfons were therefore appointed to watch 
him continually, and he was removed into a thatched hut in a diftant 
part of the fort, that his reft might not be difturbed. Finding him- 
felf conftantly watched, he behaved for three days with fo much com- 
pofure, that they, to whole care he was entrufted, thought he was re¬ 
conciled to life, and relaxing their attention, left him in the night, as 
they imagined, afleep; but they were no fooner got to fome diftance, 
than the Tanjorine crept to the corner of the hut, where a lamp was 
burning, and with it fetfire to the thatch, which, in that dry feafon of 
th^ y^.ir, caught the blaze fo fiercely, that he was fuffocated before It 

could 
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could be extinguifhed. This Indian fell a martyr to his ideas of the 174 g, 
impurity lie had contracted by fuffering Europeans to adminifter to liis '— v — ' 
wants. 

The troops were employed for a few days in repairing the breach, and 
in other works necelfary to put the fort in a good Rate of defence; after 
which major Lawrence detached a party of 100 Europeans, with 300 
Sepoys, to take pofleilion of the pagoda of Achevaram, lying five miles 0 / • 
to the fouth-weft of Tevi-Cotah. All the pagoda’s on the coaft of Co¬ 
romandel are built on the fame general plan : a large area, which is 
commonly a fquare, is inclofed by a wall of 15 or 20 feet high, and 
in the middle of the area are the temples, which, as if it was intended 
that they fliould be concealed from public view, are never raifed above 
the height of the furrounding wall. In the middle of one or more of 
the fides of this wall is a gateway, over which is built a high tower, nor 
defigned as a defence to the pagoda, but as an hiftorical monument of 
the gods to whom it is dedicated ; for the four faces of the tower are 
crouded with fculptures, reprefen ting the attributes and adventures of thefe 
divinities. The pagoda of Achevaram is alquare of which each of the fides 
extends about 300 yards: it was furrendered to the Englifh detachment 
on the firft fummons by theBramins, who intreated them not to cnter'thc 
morefacred places; buttheTanjorine army no fooner heard that the Eng- 
Ufh had got pofleffion of it, than their horror of the pollutions to which 
their temple was expofed, infpired them with a refohition, which neither 
their attachment to their prince, nor their notions of military honour, 
would have produced. A party of 5000 men marched from the camp, 
and as foon as it was night attacked the pagoda ; fome with ladders at¬ 
tempting to mount the walls, whilft others endeavoured .to burn down, 
the gate, by piling up againfl it large bundles of ftraw mixed with 
other combuftible matters. The Englifh, knowing they fhould all be 
put to the fword, if the Tanjorines retook the place,.defended themfelves 
vigoroully: fome were employed in overfetting the ladders, whilfi others 
■fired upon thofe who attempted to mount them. The guard who 
defended the gate opened the wicket, firing through it and pulhiiig 
down the bundles of ftraw with their halberts: the enemy ftill perfifted 
lo bring more ftraw, and continued their attacks until break of day, 

when 


Book IL 


The War of Coromandel. 

when they retreated, having loft near 300 men : only five or fix of the 
defenders were killed. The next day major Lawrence inarched with 
the greateft part of the army to captain Cope’s affiftance, and the Tan- 
jorines made no farther attempts. 

By this time admiral Bofcawen and the government of Fort St. David 
had fufficient reafon to believe, that any future undertaking againft the 
kingdom of Tanjore would be attended with great difficulties. At the 
fame time the king made propofals of accommodation. The Engliih 
ftipulated that the fort of Devi-Cotah, with as much land adjoining to 
it as would produce the annual income of 9000 pagodas, ihould he 
ceded to the Eaft India company for ever : that the king of Tanjore 
fhould rehnburfe the expences of the war; and that he fhould allow 
Saujohee a penfion of 4000 rupees; they obliging themlelves to be 
anfwerable for his perfon, as Ukewife that he fhould never give any 
more difturbance to the kingdom. The king of Tanjore acceded with¬ 
out heiitation to thefe conditions ; but his compliance did not proceed fo 
much from his dread of the Englifli arms, as from his ienfe of the danger 
with which his kingdom was threatened, in confequence of events which 
happened a few days before in the Carnatic, and which had ftruck the 
whole coaft of Coromandel with confternation. 

Chunda-faheb, made pnfdnef by the. Morattoes, when they took the 
city of Tritchinopoly in 1741, was efteemed by them a prize of fo 
much importance, that they not only kept him under the fi n Cl eft con¬ 
finement, but rejefted all the offers he made for his ranfom, as much 
inferior to what they imagined his wealth enabled him to pay. The 
richeft prince in Indoftan never hefitates to plead poverty whenever 
money is to be paid; and Chunda-faheb, either unable or unwilling to 
fatisfy their exorbitant demands, remained in Ids confinement, corre- 
lponding for fix years with his friends in different provinces, and !ug- 
gefting to them the means of inducing the Morattoes to fet him at li¬ 
berty for a moderate fum. 

The chiefs whowere related to the former fucceffion of Nabobs, which 
ended by the aflaliination of the young Seid Mahomed, retained their 
averfion to the reign of An’war-odean Khan; but they faw no one 
amongft themfelves in the Carnatic endowed with fufficient power and 
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reputation to attempt the recovery of the government into their own 
family. There exifted indeed at Vandiwafh a brother of Seid Mahomed, 
born after the death of their father, the Nabob Subder-ally; but 
the infancy of this prince rendered him unfit to appear at the head of a 
confederacy: And altho’ Mortiz-ally, the governor of Velore, was 
a near relation to the former Nabobs, and pofTeffed a large domain 
with great treafures, yet he' wanted intrepidity fufficient to head a 
dangerous enterprize, and the knowledge of his treacherous difpofition 
deftroyed all confidence in the engagements he might enter into. Of 
the reft, none had great reputation as generals, nor great power as 
princes ; but, collected under a proper head, their ftrength might be¬ 
come formidable. 

Chunda-faheb had made his way to the high eft offices of the govern¬ 
ment by the fervices of his fword, and was efteemed the ableft foldier 
that had of late years appeared in the Carnatic. His contempt of the 
fordid means by which mod of the Indian .princes amafs treafures, had 
gained him the affections of the whole province; and an excellent un¬ 
der/landing contributed to make his character univerfally revered. The 
reft of the chiefs therefore concurred in regarding him as thefitteftperfon 
to enter into competition with Anwar-odean Khan for the Nabob Hr ip ; 
but this teftimony of their deference for fome time only ferved to rivet his 
fetters more ftrongly; for the Morattoes increafed their demands in pro¬ 
portion as they found the character of their prifbner rifing in importance. 

The wife and fon of Clnmda-laheb had remained at Pondicherry 
from the time that he was carried away by the Morattoes; and the year 
after that event Mr. Dupleix arrived there, appointed governor-general 
of the French nation in India. He treated the family of Chunda-faheb, 
under his protection, with great refpeCt; and by a frequent intercourfe 
with the wife, very foon learnt theftate of her hufband’s affairs, and the 
difpofitions of his relations in the province. His fagacity diftinguifhed, in 
tliefe latent principles of future convulfions, a poffibility of aggrandizing 
his nation in India, where many caufes concurred to prevent their eftab- 
lifhments from becoming io eminently advantageous as he was ambitious 
of rendering them. 

The Englifh, eftablilhed in Indoftan many years before the French 
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1749. had made any fettlements in the country, had confirmed in the na- 
' • ' tives a prepofleflion in their favour, by the punctuality of their deal¬ 
ings, the goodnefs of the commodities they imported, and, above all, 
by the great extent of their trade; and this fuperiority perpetually inter¬ 
rupted the progrefs of the French commerce. At the fame time the af¬ 
fairs of all the European colonies were controuled by the Mogul govern¬ 
ment almoft as much as thofe of the natives themfelves, who are fubjeCt 
to the raoft delpotic fway; for their trade was liable to the interruption of 
^very great and petty officer through whole diftriCt or department it pa {Ted; 
and in Bengal, where Mr. Dupleix had refided for along time, there fcarcely 
paffed a year in which the Nabob did not extort large lums of money 
from each of the European fettlements: garrifons were maintained, and 
other military expences,incurred,which greatly dimimihed the profits of 
the trade; but fuch was the high opinion of the military ftrength of the 
Indian governments, that the European troops were never employed in 
oppofition to the will of the prince of the country. At the lame time all 
the manufa&ures of India proper for the markets oi Europe had, from a 
long fuccelfion pf importations of filver, rifen fo much in price, and 
diminifhed fo much in the goodnefs of the fabrick, that they afforded 
much lefs profit than in former times. The concurrence of thefe difad- 
vantages convinced Mr, Dupleix that the trade of Indoftan was no longer 
worth the attention of France, nor indeed of any other nation in Europe. 

But difcovering the unmilitary character of the natives, and the perpe¬ 
tual difientions of their rulers, he was led to imagine, that by joining fome 
of thefe competitors he might gain by conqueft more advantages than any 
other European nation had hitherto derived from commerce. ITe therefore 
determined to profecute this plan, by giving affifiance to Chunda-faheb. 

Thefe ideas probably di&ated thofe impediments which he flung in 
the way of Mr. De la Bourdonnais's operations, to prevent him from 
employing his troops, after the capture of Madrais, in other parts of 
India; for at that time Mr. Dupleix held a conftant correfpondence with 
Chunda-faheb in his iinprifonment, and they were then concerting, the 
means of accomplifhing their mutual interefts. The meafure neceffary 
to be firft carried into execution, was the releafe of Chunda-iaheb; and, 
Mr, Dupleix guaranteeing the engagement, the Morattoes were at laft ' 
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fatisfied with 700,000 rupees, and confented to furniih hint with jooo 
of their own troops. 

With this force, and the fpirit of an adventurer, he left Sattarah in 
the beginning of the year 1748, intending to make conquefts wherever 
opportunity prefented itfelf, until he fhould acquire, by contributions, 
the treafures neceffary to maintain an army Sufficient to attack the 
province of Arcot. He arrived, during the fiege of Pondicherry, 
on the weftern confines of the Carnatic, and found two Rajahs at war : 
lie lided with one of them, who, betrayed by fome of his officers, 
was totally defeated in a general battle, in which it is faid that 
Chunda-faheb himfelf was taken prifoner, but that he was immediately 
releafed on producing a declaration from the king of the Morattoes, 
which enjoined all princes whomfoever to refpedt his perfon, on pain of 
incurring the refentinent of the whole Morattoe nation. The greatefl 
part of Chunda-faheb’s troops, were difperfed after this defeat, and he 
was left with only 300 men, when he received an invitation from the 
Rajah of Chitteklourg, to come to his affiftance, and take the command 
of his army again ft the Rajah of Bednour. The territories of thefe two 
princes He near the eaftern confines of the country of Canara, which 
extends along the coaft of Malabar between the rivers Alega and Can- 
grecora. Difafters could not depreis the fpirit of Chunda-faheb ; he 
marched away, with the handful of men he commanded, and arrived 
juft: as the two armies were ready to engage. In this battle his courage 
and (kill were fo well feconded by the troops of Chitterdourg, that he 
obtained a compleat victory: three thoufand of the enemy’s horfe, after 
the defeat, offered their fervice to him, whom he took into his pay, 
and likewife 2500 of the troops of his ally*, fo that he was now at the 
head of 6000 men: but this force being foil infufficient to attempt tk£ 
conqueft of the Carnatic, he found refourees in the confequences of 
other events, which had lately happened at Delhi, and in the govern¬ 
ment of the foubahftup of the fouthern provinces. 

The Great Mogul Mahomed Sehah, who had fuffered in 1739 the 
humiliation of laying his crown at the feet of Thames Kotili Kan, by 
whom he was again reinftated in the monarchy of Indoftan, continued 
to govern the empire with fo trembling a hand, that the principal offi¬ 
cers of his court a&ed in their feveral departments without controul: 

R but 


3749* 


The War of Coromandel. 


Book II. 


12 2 

1749. but the vizier Kimmir-ul-dien, who had held this office ever fince 
' the acceflion of Mahomed, continued inviolably attached to his fovereign. 

None of the fubfequent events of the government of Delhi affect im¬ 
mediately the prefent objed of our narrative, until the year 1748; when 
an army of Afghans from Candahar, invaded the northern provinces 
tinder the command of Ahmed the Abdalli , fo called from his tribe. 
This man was treasurer to Nadir Schab, when affafTinated on the 8th of 
June 1747. in Perfia; on which event, he went off with all the treafure 
under his care, and in lefs than fix months effablilhedhimfelf in the fove- 
reignty of all the provinces of Indoftan ceded to the Perfia ns in 173 9, 
and of as large a territory on the other fide of the mountains. Ahmed 
Schah, the ekleft fon of Mahomed, with the vizier, marched againfl the 
Abdalli; various encounters enfued with various fuccefs, and during a can¬ 
nonade the vizier was flain by a {haggling cannon ball, whilfl at prayers 
in his tent. TIis death afflided the emperor fo violently, that after paf- 
fing the night in lamentations, he expired the next day fitting on his 
throne, in a fit brought on by the agony of his grief. The prince Ah¬ 
med, leaving the command of the army to Munnu the fon of the deceaf- 
ed vizier, immediately returned from the army to Delhi, and was ac¬ 
knowledged emperor without oppofidon, in the month of April 1748. 

The death of Mahomed Schah was in a few months fucceeded by ano¬ 
ther of greater confequence to 1 ndoftan: it was that of Nizam-al-mu- 
luck, Soubah of the Decan, who notwithhanding his whole life had 
paffed in the utmoft intrigues, anxieties, and iniquities of oriental 
ambition, arrived to the uncommon age of 104 years. 

He left five foils; the eldeft, Ghazi-o-dean, inherited all the ambition 
and wicked nefs of his father, with a more enterprizing and intrepid fpirit. 
Nizam-al-muluck, when returning to the Decan, after the retreat of Na¬ 
dir Schah, had obliged the weak Mahomed to confer the offices of pay- 
mailer and captain-general of the army on this fon; in which polls he con¬ 
tinued at the court, employing his power, as his father before him, againfttlie 
authority of his fovereign, and foon became the patron of all the turbulent 
or difafFeded omrahs in the empire. Onthedeathof his father, he obtained 
the fucceffion to the foubahfhip of the Decan from the emperor Ahmed 
Schah: but was too much engaged in other affairs at Delhi to proceed to 
this government. 1 ’he fecond fon Nazir-jing had once iled from his father’s 
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court, and appeared in arms againfi: him. The father took the field ; 1749* 

and when the two armies were near each other, confined himfelf to his * 
tent fa ftri&Iy, that by firft making his own army believe he was re¬ 
duced to the point of death by ficknefs, the report was iikewife believed 
in the camp of Nazir-jlng, and^by Nazir-jing himfelf, to whom mef- 
fengers were continually fent with pathetic invitations from his father, 
defiring to embrace him before he died. The flratagem was fo well 
conducted, that Nazir-jing at laft determined to pay the vifit, and no 
fooner entered Nizam-al-mul uck’s tent, than he was arrefted, and put 
into fetters, and accompanied his father under this reftraint during feveral 
months, until Nizam-al-mnluck being periuaded of his contrition, ac¬ 
cepted of his fubmiffions; and fet him at liberty; after which he was not 
guilty of any difobedience. The other three fons had not diftinguifhed 
themfelves either for good or evil, but had always remained conftant at¬ 
tendants at their father’s court. 

The great men in Indoftan bear great affection to their children 
during their infancy ; but as foon as thefe arrive at the age of 
emancipation, the perpetual intrigues of an Indian court render them, 
from being a confolation to their parents, the objects of their mif- 
truft: for there are never wanting thofe who endeavour to engage 
them in parties, and even in plots : from hence it often happens, that 
a prince, in his latter days, lives without affection to Inis own fons, and 
gives every kind of paternal preference to his grandchildren ; and this 
recurs fo frequently to obfervation, that one of the oriental poets has 
faid, M that the parents have, during the life of their fons fuch over¬ 
weening affedtion for their grandchildren, becaufe they fee in them 
the enemies of their enemies.” Amongft the grandfons -of Nizam-al- 
muluck was one born of his favourite daughter. This young man, 
called Hidayet mohy-o-dean, he had always kept near his perfcn, andche- 
rifhedwith great affection, infomuch that, immediately after his death, 
a report prevailed, that he had in his will not only appointed this grand- 
fon to inherit the greateftpartof his treafures, but had Iikewife nominated 
him to fucceed in the government of the fouthern provinces. It is very 
difficult to afeertain the authenticity of any of the written a£ts aferibed 
to the princes of Indoftan, for ufing a feal as their fignature, the ira¬ 
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1749. preffion is eafily counterfeited ; and this, as well as other methods of 

' ■ ' forgery, are commonly pradtifed without fcruple, whenever it is thought 

expedient to have recourfe to them: fo that we cannot determine whether 
the report of the bequeft made by Nizam-al-muluck to his grandfon 
was well grounded, or without foundation : it is certain, that it was 
generally believed. As a feudatory to the Mogul empire, Nizam-al- 
muluck had no right to bequeath even his trealures, much lefs his 
fovereignty. 

Nazir-jing had for fometime commanded his father’s army, and avail¬ 
ed himfelf of the power derived from his offices to oppofethe pretenfions 
of his nephew Hid aye t mohy-o-dean. He began by leizing Nizam-al- 
multick’s treafures, and with them prepared to* keep pofieffion of the fo¬ 
vereignty: he pretended, that his father had named his eldeft fon Gliazi- 
-o’-din Khan to be his heir *. and that Ghazi-o’-dm Khan preferring the 
employment he held at the court of Delhi, had ceded to him the foubah- 
fhip of the fouthern provinces : and that this fovereignty was confirmed 
to him from the throne. 

Amongft other infiances of the contempt with which the majefly of 
the emperor has been treated, the governors of provinces have of late 
years not only counterfeited without heiltation, letters, orders, and patents, 
from the court, buthaveevenliired men to ad the part of officers invefied 
by the Great Mogul with the power of conferring with them on the af¬ 
fairs of their government. Tliefe mock delegates are received with great 
pomp in the capital: the vice-roy or Nabob humbles himfelf before the 
pretended reprefentative, who delivers in public his credentials, and 
the iiditiuus orders he has been inftrudted to enforce. 1 hefe mea- 
fures are pradtifcd to appeafe the minds of the people, who iiill 
retain fo much reverence to the blood of h amerlane, that a viceroy 
* always thinks it neceffiiry to create an opinion amongft them that 

he is a favourite with the emperor, even when he.is in arms againft his 
authority. Both Nazir-jing and Hidayet mohy-o-dean exhibited patents 
from the Mogul, and produced delegates from Delhi. Hidayet mohy- 
-o-dean gave out that tire emperor, on appointing him to lucceed to his 
grandfather’s eflates, had dignified him with the name of Murzafa-jing, 
or The Invincible; by which he was afterwards dillinguifhed. But the 
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wealth of which Nazir-jing had taken poffeffion enabled him to keep 17 49 * 

his father’s army in pay; and this was fo numerous, that the forces 
which Murzafa-jing had colleded were not fufficient to oppofe him with 
any probability of fuccefs. This prince therefore kept the field in the 
countries well of Gol-condah, with an army of 25000 men, nailing 
for fome lucky event that might enable him to attack his uncle with 
more advantage. 

Chunda-faheb, foon after his fuccefs at Chit ter dourg, heard of the 
fituation of Murzafa-jing’s affairs, and regarding him as a prince, who, 
like himfelf, from the fimilarity of their fortunes, was obliged to try the 
chance of bold and defperate enterprizes, he determined to join, and 
offer him the fervice of his fword; his military reputation caufed him 
to be received with open arms, and the troops which he brought with 
him were taken into Murzafa-jing’s pay. Chunda-faheb highly^ ac¬ 
knowledged his right to the foubahfhip of the fouthern provinces, and foon 
gained his confidence by the zeal he exprelied for his caufe: he then ex¬ 
plained his own pretenftons to the government of the Carnatic, andeafily 
prevailed on his new lord to confirm his titles by letters patent, appoint¬ 
ing him to the Nabobfhip of Arcot; but the obtaining of this favour 
was not the only proof of the great afcendance which he had acquit cd 
over the young prince’s mind. He repreiented that the countries near 
Gol-condah were too much awed by the terror of Nazir-jing’s army to 
declare in Murzafa-jing’s favour, until he could colled a much greater 
force than that which accompanied him at prefent; and that'the fame 
dread would be a perpetual obftacle to the augmentation of his army 
in the countries where he now kept the field ; but that his force 
was fully fufficient for the conqueft of the Carnatic agamft his own 
rival An’war-odean Khan; that this conqueft, by putting them in pof- 
feffion of the extenftve territories which lie between Arcot and Cape 
Comorin, would furnifh fuch refources both of men and money, as 
might enable him to return and attack Nazir-jing with equal force. 
Chunda-faheb then offered himfelf as the companion and conductor of 
Murzafa-jing, until this hardy enterprize ffiould be accomplifhed, or, if 
fortune frowned, until they fhoukl both periili in the attempt. The 
romantic caft of this projed could not fail of making the ftrongeft im- 
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preffion on the mind of a young prince naturally brave, and ambitious 
of acquiring a fovereignty. Murzafa-jing now looked upon Chunda- 
faheb as his guardian angel, and agreed implicitly to follow all his 
views. 

Mr. Dupleix very foon received intelligence of thefe refolutions, and 
was invited to take part in the project, with aflfurances of receiving con¬ 
siderable advantages for himfelf and the French Eaft India company, 
if it fucceeded. Nothing could be more conformable to his views than 
fuch an opportunity of aggrandizing at once his own reputation and 
the interefls of his nation in India. As foon as he heard that Murzaia- 
jing’s army approached the coniines of the Carnatic, he ordered 400 
Europeans and 2000 Sepoys to march- and join them. This body was 
commanded by Mr. d’Auteuil, and accompanied by Raja-faheh, the fon 
of Chunda-faheb, who had refided at Pondicherry during the whole 
time of his father’s impnfonrnent. 

An’war-odean, the Nabob of Arcot, from his acceffion after the 
murder of Seid Mahomed, had governed the Carnatic without re¬ 
ceiving any difturbance from intelline commotions, and very little from 
foreign hostilities; for all the military operations of his reign had con¬ 
fined in the redudionof certainPolygars,who, from territories confining 
on the Carnatic, had made fome predatory incur lions into the province. 
But his attention had been conftantly fixed on the perfon of Chunda- 
faheb : he kept emiflaries at Sattarah, to obferve him during his con¬ 
finement, which it is probable he protracted by bribing the Morattoes. 
As foon as Chunda-faheb was fet at liberty, the Nabob never doubted, 
how much foever he diffembled, that the time approached when he 
fhould be obliged to maintain his government by his (word. He re¬ 
formed his army, which, like thofe of moll Indian princes in times of 
peace, was compofed of an undifciplined rabble; and enlifted none but 
the beft men and liorfes, of which he compofed a well-appointed army, 
confifting of 12,000 cavalry and Booo infantry, and with this force de¬ 
termined to defend the entrance of the Carnatic to extremity : but ano¬ 
ther meafure equally neceffary to his prefervation he omitted j lor lie 
negle&ed, probably from the parfimony of his dilpofition, to alk from, 
the Englifh the affiftance of a body of their troops; and the Englilh, 
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employed in fupporting a much Iefs important cauie, were equally blind 1749. 
to their real intereft, in negle&ing to join the Nabob of their own 1 ■ 1 

accord, as foon as they found the French determined to iupport his 
rival. 

Chunda-faheb a 11 dMurzafa-jing approached, levying contributions in 
- the countries thro’ which they paffed, in virtue of the quality of Soubah, 
aflumed by Murzafa-jing. In their progrefs they like wife augmented 
the number of their troops, which, when arrived at the borders of 
the Carnatic, amounted to 40,000 men. The troops fent from Pondi¬ 
cherry croffing the weftern mountains, at a diftance from the Nabob’s 
army, joined Murzafa-jing without oppofition; who immediately pro¬ 
ceeded to attack the Nabob, and found him encamped, with 20,000 
men, under the fort of Amboor, lying 50 miles weft of Arcot, and 
about 30 to the fouth of Damal-cherry, where Doaft-ally Khan was 
killed fighting againft the Morattoes in 174.0, This fort of Amboor is 
built on the fummit of a mountain, between which and a large lake at 
fome diftance from it is one of the principal paffes leading into the Car¬ 
natic. The Nabob had thrown up acrofs the pafs a ftrong entrenchment 
defended by cannon, which was ferved by about 60 vagabond Euro¬ 
peans : and he had likewife caufed the ground in front of the en¬ 
trenchment to be fwamped with water from the lake, which, although 
it might bemire, was not fufficiently deep to prevent the paffage of de¬ 
termined troops. 

Mr. d’Anteuil offered to Chunda-faheb to ftorm the entrenchment with 
the troops fent from Pondicherry, without the affiftance of any part of 
Murzafa-jing’s army; and Chunda-faheb, glad of an opportunity to 
(hew that prince the great fervices which the European allies he had 
procured him were capable of performing, readily accepted the offer. 

The French foldiers were animated by exaggerated reprefentations of 
the great treafures and other valuable plunder in the Nabob’s camp, and 
advanced with the Sepoys refolutely to the attack ; but they were re- 
pulfed, chiefly by the Nabob’s artillery, of which the firft difcharge 
was well pointed, and did execution : they rallied, and madeafecond 
attack, which lafted more than half an hour, and many of them had 
mounted the breaft-work of the entrenchment; but they were again 
beaten off', and obliged to retire; and in this attack Mr. d’Auteuil was 
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iy\q. wounded. Stimulated by the*expeditions which were entertained of 
v * their prowefs by Chunda-faheb and Murzafa-jing, who with the whole 
army under their command had been fpe&ators of the repulfes they had 
fuftained, and equally encouraged by the intrepidity of their own officers, 
efpecially of Mr. Buffy, they called out to be led on again ; at the 
fame time the courage of the defenders had been ftaggered by the 
progrefs which the French troops had made in the preceding attack ; 
who in this found lefs refinance than they expected, and got over 
the breaft-work with little lofs. The different bodies polled to de¬ 
fend the intrenchment took flight as foon as they faw the French in 
polfeffion of it: thefe formed, and advanced in order towards the 
enemy’s main body, where the Nabob’s ftandard was difplayed. He 
was here in perfon, mounted on an elephant., and furrounded, accord¬ 
ing to the Indian military array, by the chofen cavalry of his army, 
whom he was animating with great fpirit to Hand their ground, when 
numbers of the troops of Murzafa-jing, led by Chunda-faheb, having 
eroded the entrenchment, joined the French battalion, and appeared 
advancing with them. In this inftant the Nabob was informed that the 
ftandard of Maphuze Khan, his eldeft fon, who commanded a wing 
of the main body, had difappeared, and that Maphuze Khan him'felf 
was {lain by a cannon {hot. In the hr ft agitations caufed by this dif- 
after, he perceived the elephant of Chunda-faheb, and knew the enfigns 
of his rival: more than one paffion was now excited j and the Nabob, 
furious by the fight of the author of this calamitous day, ordered the 
conductor of his elephant, with the promife of a great reward, to pufli 
diredtly againft the elephant of Chunda-faheb. A part of the French 
battalion was in the way : they fired j a ihot from the muiquet of a 
Caffre went through the Nabob’s heart, and he fell from his elephant 
dead on the plain. As it generally happens in the battles of lndoftan 
on the death of the commander in chief, all thole troops who had hi¬ 
therto appeared determined to Hand by the Nabob s ftandard, lied as loon 
as he fell, and the rout became general. Murzafa-jing’s troops pur- 
fued the fugutives, took many, and killed more. Amongilthe fiain were 
three or four principal officers ; and amongft thole who lurrendered 
was Maphuze Khan the Nabob’s eldeft fon : his fon Mahomed-ally 
was likewife in the battle j but he faved himfelf by flight. Twelve 
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of the French battalion were killed, and 63 wounded: and about 300 
of their Sepoys were either killed or wounded : of Murzafa-jing’s 
army very few were loft. This decifive battle was fought on the 23d 
of July: the victorious army found the tents of, the defeated handing., 
and great quantities of baggage in the camp,- which they plundered: 
the booty was valuable; fixty elephants, and a great number of horfes, 
were taken j which, with the artillery, arms, and military flares, 
Chunda-faheb and Murzafa-jing referved to themfeives, and permitted 
their foldiery to take the reft of the fpoil: the French battalion had their 
reward in money. The next day the army fet out for Arcot, the 
capital, and took poff^ffion of the city, and its fort, without meeting any 
oppofition. 

Murzafa-jing here aflumed all the ftate and ceremonial of a Soubah; 
and, as the fir ft mark of his authority, iflued letters patent, appointing his 
friend Chunda-faheb Nabob of the Carnatic, and of all the other dominions 
which had been under the jurifdi&ionof An’war-odean Khan. This Hid¬ 
den revolution naturally ftruck with confternation all the chiefs and princes 
of the coaftof Coromandel, who wifhed ill to the caufe of Chunda-faheb. 
Foremoft of thefe was the king of Tanjore, whofe anceftor, at the time 
that the Moors conquered the Carnatic, fubmitted on condition of go¬ 
verning his country by its ancient cuftoms ; and for the enjoyment of 
this privilege agreed to pay an annual tribute, as well as to furnifli a 
contingency of troops whenever the government of the Carnatic fhould 
be at war in fupport of tlie intereft of die great Mogul. When Chunda- 
-faheb, in 1736, was confirmed in the government of Tritchinopoly, he 
fummoned the king of Tanjore to account for arrears of tribute, and 
pretended that he had in other refpefts offended againff the fovereignty 
of the emperor. A war enfued, in which Chunda-faheb befieged the 
capital of Tanjore, but without fuccefs. The dread entertained of his 
ambition by the princes of the fouthern parts of the peninlula, together 
with their deteftation of the violations committed by his troops in their 
temples, induced thefe princes, and above all the king of Tanjore, to 
fol licit the Morattoes to invade the Carnatic, at the fame time that 
Nizam-al-muluck, from other motives, was inftigating that people to 
attack it. The di falters brought on the reigning family at Arcot, and 
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the detriment which Chunda-faheb himfelf had fuffered by the incur- 
fion of the Morattoes, were fuch as left no hopes of reconciliation in 
tliofe who had contributed to bring about that revolution. The news 
of the battle of Amboor reached Tanjore whilft the Englilh troops under 
the command of Major Lawrence were in the country, and ftruck the 
king with fo much terror, that, to gain their friendihip, or even to make 
them ceafe hoftilities at this critical conjuncture, he would, if infilled 
on, have agreed to much harder terms than thofe which the Englilh iin- 
pofed. After the ratification of the treaty by which Devi-Cotah was 
ceded, Major Lawrence, leaving a garrifon in that fort, returned with 
the refl of the troops to Fort St. David, where news had been lately 
received that a peace was concluded in Europe between Great Britain 
and France. 

The revolution at Arcot did not fail to create much follicitude in the 

■ 

Englilh at Fort St, David; and the part which Mr. Dupleix had taken 
in it fufficiently explained his ambitious views: but unfortunately their 
own proceedings at this very time againft the king of Tanjore deftroyed 
the propriety of any protefis againft Dupleix’s conduit; for they could 
accufe him of nothing, which they had not done themfelves. Avoid¬ 
ing therefore any dilcuffions on the battle of Amboor, they confined 
themfelves for the prefent to demand the reiteration of Madrafs, which 
the French, by an article in the peace of Aix la Chapelle, were obliged 
to deliver up. Mr. Bofcawcn, with a part of the fquadron, failed 
thither to take poffelfion of the town: it was evacuated in the middle of 
Auguft ; and the Englilh received it in a condition very different from 
that in which they had left it. The buildings within the White 
Town had fuffered no alteration; but the baftions and batteries of this 
■quarter had been enlarged and improved. The French had utterly de- 
'•moliftied that part of the Black Town which lay within 300 yards 
from the White ; in which fpace had ftood the buildings belonging 
to the moll opulent Armenian and Indian merchants : with the ruins 
they had formed an excellent glacis, which covered the north fide of the 
White Town; and they had likewife Hung up another to the fouth fide. 
The defences, neverth clefs, remained Hill much inferior to tliofe of Font 
■St. David, where the fortifications had been lo much improved, r f t 
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the Eaft India company had ordered the presidency of their fijttlements 1749* 
on the coaft of Coromandel to be continued here. *—1—* 

Mr. Bofcawen, during his ftay at Madrafs, difcovered that the Indian- 
Roman Catholics reliding at St. Thome, who compofed. the greateft 
part of the inhabitants of this place, were, by the influence of their 
priefts, attached to the French, as brethren of the fame perfuafion. 
the conftant intercourle arifing from the vicinity, the priefts of St. 

Thome were enabled to get intelligence of the tranfadions of the ling- 
liih at Madrafs, and never failed to communicate them to Mr. Dupleix, 
who gave out that Murzafa-jing had made over the property of St. 

Thome to the French company, Mr. Bofcawen, to remove the prefent 
inconveniences, and to prevent the greater detriments which would 
arife by the eftablifhment of a French garrifon in the town, took pot- 
feffion of it for the Englifh company. The town had for many years 
belonged to the Nabobs of Arcot; and after the death of An’war-odean 
Khan feemed to belong to nobody, for there were no officers either civil 
or military aaing with authority in the place. All the fufpe&ed priefts 
were bnnifhed; and one of them, who had been lent by Mr. Dupleix 
from Pondicherry, was tranfported to Europe. The Engliih flag was- 
hoifted in the town, and a fmall redoubt, capable of containing about 
30 men, was raifed at the mouth of the river. 

In the mean time Murzafa-jing and Chunda-faheb were employed at 
Arcot in fettling the affairs of their new government: theyfummoned all 
the chiefs of diftri<fts, and governors of forts, friends as well as foes, to 
pay a contribution, which they received from many, and, amongft the 
reft, Mortiz-’ally, the governor of Velore, paid 700,000 rupees. After 
having thus eftablifhed the reputation of their authority as l'overeigns, 
they proceeded with the greateft part of their army, accompanied by 
the French battalion to Pondicherry, and made their entry into the 
city with great pomp. Mr. Dupleix received them with all the often- 
tatious ceremonies and oriental marks of relpetft due to the high rank 
they affumed, and {pared no expence in his entertainment of Murzafa- 
jing, to raife in him a high opinion of the grandeur and magnificence 
oi the French nation. Here they fettled the plan of their future opera¬ 
tions j and Chunda-faheb prefented Mr. Dupleix with the fovereignty 
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of 81 villages in the neighbourhood of Pondicherry: after which he 
took the field with Murzafa-jing, and encamped about 20 miles to the 
weft of the city. 

Mahomed-all y, the fecond fon of An’war-odean Khan, fled from the 
battle of Amboor diredly toTritchinopoly, where his mother, with the 
greateft part of, his father’s treafures, had been fent for fecurity, on the 
firft news of Chunda-faheb’s approach to the Carnatic. This city was 
much better fortified than any place of the fame extent under An’war- 
odean Khan’s government; neverthelefs there remained little hopes of 
defending it again ft Murzafa-jing, affifted by the French troops,unlefs the 
garrifon was reinforced by a body of Englilh ; and Mahomed-ally, not 
doubting but they would be convinced of the neceftity of flopping the 
progrefs of the French, applied to them, as foon as he arrived at Tritchi- 
nopoly, for affiftance. He afferted, that both Murzafa-jing and Chunda- 
faheb were rebels to the empire ; that Nazir-jing was the real Soubah 
appointed by the Great Mogul 5 that he himfelf was the real Nabob 
of the Carnatic, having obtained the reverfion of the Nabobfhip from 
Nizam-al-muluck; and that he daily expeded to receive the con fir ma T 
tion from Nazir-jing: a few days after he affirmed that lie had received 
the patents of his appointment. 

Whilft Mr, Dupleix was prolecuting a plan which he knew to be 
entirely agreeable to the views of the monarch and minifters of France, 
the agents of the Englilh Eaft India company were not authorizedjrom 
the court of diredors to involve their affairs in the rifk and expen ces of 
military operations: for having neither fufpeded the views of Mr. Du¬ 
pleix, nor, until the tranfitory expedition to Tanjore, entertained any 
fuch views themfelves, they had negleded to alk, ami coufcquently 
the diredors to give, fuch a power to exert themfelves as the prefent 
emergency of affairs required: at the fame time they retained their an¬ 
cient reverence to the Mogul government. Murzafa-jing, for ought 
they knew, might be the Mogul’s reprefentative, and fo might Nazir- 
jing: they were in the fame uncertainty of Mahomed-ally s title ; and 
therefore dreaded the rifqueof fubjeding the company’s fettle me nts inall 
parts of India to the refentment of the court of Delhi, if, by interfering 
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is the prefe.nt war, of Corpmandel, they fhould chance to take the 1749. 
wrong fide. Ne^effity was their juftihcadon for having taken poffeffion ' j! • 
of St.,Thome ; and they already repented feverely of their expedition to 
Tanjore: and relinquifhing all views of conqueft, they imagined that 
the reftitution of tliefe places would at any time fatlsfy the Mogul go¬ 
vernment,'which they were very unwilling to offend any farther. Re¬ 
trained by this fpirit of caution, at the fame time that they fully law 
the dangers to which they were expofed, they were incapable of 
taking the vigorous refolutions which the neceffity of their affairs de¬ 
manded. They fhould have kept Mr. Bofcawen with his force on 
the coaft, and joined their whole flrength to Mahomed-ally, without 
confidering who was or was not authorized to fight in the Carnatic : 
whereas they only lent 120 Europeans to join Mahomed-ally at 
Tritchinopoly, and differed Mr. Bofcawen to return to England with 
the fleet and troops, notwithftanding he had declared that he would 
remain, if the preiidency publickly requefted his ftay at this critical 
conjuncture. 

On the 21 ft of O&ober the fleet failed from Fort St. David, leaving 
behind 300 men, to reinforce the garrifon. The French were fo fenfible 
of the great advantages they fhould derive from Mr. Bofcawen’s de¬ 
parture, that they could not immediately bring themfelves to believe 
he intended to quit India ; but imagined that he had only left the coaft 
to avoid the ftormy monfoon, and purpofed to return as foon as that 
feafon was paffed. However, they were prepared to take advantage 
even of this abfence, fhort as they fuppofed it; and the very next day 
Murzafa-jing’s army, accompanied by 800 Europeans, 300 Caffres and 
Topaffes, with a train of artillery, began to march from Pondi¬ 
cherry, and crofting the river Coleroon, entered the kingdom of 
Tanjore. 

Mr. Dupleix had ftrongly recommended to Chunda-faheb to fuffer 
nothing to divert him from proceeding direftly to attack the city of 
Tritchinopoly ; fince it was evident, that until this place was reduced, 
the family of An’war-odean Khan would always be enabled to make 
■efforts to recover the Naboblhip. Chunda-faheb acquiefced in the 
truth of this reafoning; and, not to difeourage the ardour with which 
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1749. Mr. Dupleix iupported his caufe, folcmnly promifed to follow his ad- 

*■ *—' vice, when at the fame time he intended to aCt contrary to it. From 
the dread of leflening his own importance, as well as that of Murzafa- 
jing, he had carefully concealed from Mr. Dupleix that their trea- 
fures, notwithstanding the large contributions they had raifed, were 
alraoft exhaufted by maintaining fo numerous an army j and fear¬ 
ing that the fiege of Tritchinopoly might be protracted fo long, that 
their troops would defert for want of pay before the place was taken, he 
had determined to open the campaign by the fiege of Tanjore, which 
being ill fortified, he hoped in a few days either to take, or to reduce 
to fuch extremities, as would induce the king to pay a large fum off 
money to fave his capital and his crown. 

As foon as the army entered the kingdom, Chunda-faheb fum- 
moned the king to pay the arrears of tribute from the death of the 
Nabob Subder-ally Khan in 1742 ; aliening, that whatever he 
might have paid in the interval to An’war-odean Khan was not a tri¬ 
bute to the Mogul government, but a contribution to fupport a rebel. 
It is the cuftom in Indoftan to make the conquered pay all die ex¬ 
pellees of tlie war; and Chunda-faheb adding to the account of the 
arrears an exaggerated account of the charges of Murzafa-jing’s expedi¬ 
tion into tlie Carnatic, made the total of his demand amount to 40 
millions of rupees. The king, upon the firll approach of the enemy,, 
had fliut himfelf up in his capital, and now feeing the ftorm, which 
he had for fome time apprehended, ready to break upon his head, loll 
courage, and offered to pay a ranfom: this was more neceflary to Chunda- 
faheb, than either the reduction of the city, or even the conqueft of the 
kingdom; for in the firft cafe the treafures, as is the cuftom in times off 
danger, would be buried, and in the other no revenue, in the confufions 
of a revolution, could be collected for fome months. In order therefore 
to convince the king off his readinefs to enter into a negotiation, he did 
not fuffer his army to approach nearer than three miles of the city ; and 
he requefted the commander of the French battalion not to commit 
hostilities during the treaty. The wily Tanjorine knew that by pro¬ 
tracting time he fliould increafe the diftrels of his enemies, and in his- 
letters exprefled himfelf with fo much feeming humility, that Chunda- 
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falieb fuffered himfelf to be amufed to the middle of December, with- 1749, 
out having fettled the terms of accommodation. In the mean time the '—" ' 

king, correfponding with Mahomed-ally at Tritchinopoly, joined with 
him in exhorting Nazir-jing, at Gol-condah, to come and fettle the 
affairs of the Carnatic in perfon, after the example of his father 
Nizam-al-rouluek. He likewife follicited the affiftance of the Englifh, 
who exhorted him to defend himfelf to the iaJh extremity; but 
fent to his affiftance no more than 20 Europeans, who were de¬ 
tached from Tritcliinopoly, and entered the city of Tanjore in the 
night. 

Mr. Dupleix beheld with great anxiety this detention of the army be¬ 
fore Tanjore, and continually fent letters, reprefenting to Chunda-faheb 
the fuperior importance of Tritchinopoly: and finding that his exhorta¬ 
tions had no effe&, he ordered the commander of the French battalion 
to endeavour to break off the treaty, by committing fome fignal hoftility. 

By this time Chunda-faheb likewife thought it neceffary to attack the 
place, and, in order to intimidate the Tanjorines, made his whole army 
march round the walls founding their military mulic. Tins proceffion 
was repeated four days fucceffively, but without effect The Tanjorines 
fired from the walls upon the troops, whilft they were making this parade; 
and on the fifth day the French troops attacked three redoubts, about 600 
yards from the walls, and carried them with the lofs of five Europeans. 

Early the next morning fome of the king’s mini/lers came to the camp, 
and entered into conference with Chunda-faheb, who made his propofals, 
and allowed the king two days to confider of them; but finding that no 
ailfwer was returned on tlie third, he direded the French commandant 
to bombard the town: a few fhells fell near the king’s palace, and 
frightened him fo much, that he immediately fent deputies to the 
camp; who renewed the conferences,which continued three days longer 
without concluding any thing. The French commandant, more weary 
.than Chunda-faheb of thefe delays, renewed the bombardment; and the 
enemy, affifled by the Englifh foldiers, anfwered it by the fire of many 
pieces of cannon, which they had brought from different parts of the 
fortifications to that which was oppofite the French attack. Exafperated 
by this unexpected refillance, they aflaulted one-of the gates of the city, 
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and carried it; but were neverthelefs prevented from entering the town 
by ftrong entrenchments. However, this face eh thoroughly intimidated 
the king, and he new, for the firft time, entered ferioufly into the dif- 
cuffion of Chunda-faheb’s demands, and ratified the treaty on the z .ft 
of December; by which he agreed to pay. Chunda-faheb, as Nabob* 
7,000,000 rupees, and 200,000 immediately in hand to the French 
troops; lie likewife ceded to the French company the fovereignty of 81 
villages, which had formerly depended on the town of Karical, where the 
French had eflablilhed themfelves, and built a fort, again!! his will, in 
the year 1736. 

We are not exactly informed of the fumi flipulated to be immediately 
paid; but in thele military collections the firft payment rarely exceeds a 
fourth part of the whole afleAment. The king paid the money with 
the fame fpirit of procraftination that he had employed in making the 
agreement. One day he lent gold and lilver plate, and his officers 
wrangled like pedlars for the prices at which it fhould be valued; an¬ 
other day he fent old and obfolete coins, fuch as be knew would require 
ftri£t and tedious examination; andthenhefentjewelsand precious ftones, 
of which the value was ftill more difficult to be aftertaitied. Chunda- 
faheb faw the drift of thefe artifices, and knowing them to be common 
practices, fubmitted to wait, rather than lofe the money, of which he 
was fo much in want. In thefe delays feverai weeks more elapfed ; 
and the king of Tanjore had not completed the firft payment when 
Mr. Dupleix informed Chunda-faheb, that Nazir-jing was approaching 
from Gol-condab, and advifed him at all events to take pofleffion of Tan¬ 
jore as a place of refuge. But this news ft ruck Murzafa-jing with fo 
much terror, that he immediately broke up his camp with precipitation, 
and marched back towards Pondicherry. 

Nazir-jing, little regarding the fch ernes of Murzafa-jing, but very ap- 
prehenfive of the intentions of his elder brother, Ghazi-o-dean, to fuper- 
fedehim'in the lbubahfhip of the fouthern provinces, was advancing to¬ 
wards Delhi with a coriiiderable army, when he heard of the battle of 
Amboor. The conqueft of the Carnatic rendered his nephew no longer 
a chimerical adventurer, but a formidable rival; he therefore defifted 
from, his journey to Delhi, and returned to Gol-koudah, where he im¬ 
mediately 
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mediately began to augment his army, and fent orders to all the Nabobs 1 7 5 °* 
and Rajahs, whole territories lie to the fouth of the Kuiftna, to hold 
themfelves in readineis to accompany him, with the number of troops 
which, either as princes paying tribute, or as feudatories of the empire, 
they were obliged to turnilh in times of danger to the Mogul govern¬ 
ment. It is probable, from the implicit obedience which was paid to 
thefe orders, that he was generally believed to be the real reprefentative 
of the emperor. For fome time Nazir-jiug imagined, that the report 
alone of thefe extraordinary preparations would intimidate his nephew, 
and induce him to make fubmifiions ; but finding that Murzafa-jing, 
purfuing his fuceefles, had marched into the kingdom of Fanjore, he 
let out from Gol-condah, and advanced towards the Carnatic. His 
army, encumbered with all the preparations neeeffary to furnilh the 
fame luxuries in his camp as he enjoyed in his capital, made flow and 
dilatory marches, and was during its progrefs every day augmented by 
the coming in of the different troops i'ummoned to join him. He had 
hired three bodies of Morattoes, of i o,c.oo men each, to act as the 
huflars of the army: one of thefe was commanded by Morari-row, 
the fame man who was left governor of Tritchinopoly when the Mo¬ 
rattoes took the city from Chunda-faheb in 1743* Morari-row was 
fent forward, and in the middle of February arrived on the bank of the 
Coleroon, the fouthern boundary of the Carnatic, before any other 
part of Nazir-jing’s troops had entered the province to the north. They 
met near the Pagoda of Chillambrum the army of Murzafa-jing, re¬ 
turning with the French battalion ; and being not ftrong enough to 
venture a general battle, they divided into different bodies, and con¬ 
tinued to harrafs the enemy’s line of march, which extended three 
leagues: they were often repulfed by the fire of the French field pieces, 
notwithfianding which they continued to return to the charge, and 
accompanied Murzafa-jing s army until it arrived at Villanore. Mur- 
zafa-iing and Chunda-faheb went into Pondicherry to confer with 
Mr. Dupleix, who fharply reproached Chunda-faheb for having de¬ 
viated from the plan of attacking Tritchinopoly, as alfo for not taking 
po Hellion of Tanjore. It was now no longer time to dillemble, and 
Chunda-faheb confeifed the motives of his conduct, by reprdenting the 
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diftrefs to which Murzafa-jing’s affairs, as well as his own, were at that 
time reduced for want of money: he added, that what they had re¬ 
ceived at Tanjore had likewife been expended in the pay of the army, 
to whom fuch arrears were Hill due, that he every day apprehended fome 
tumult, or perhaps a general defection to their common enemy Nazir- 
jing. The known generofity of Chunda-faheb fecured him from the 
fufpicion of diffembling in this declaration, and Mr. Dupleix now 
{hewed his ability to conduct the ambitious caufe in which he was en¬ 
gaged, by not hefitating to employ the treafures of the French com¬ 
pany to relieve the diftrefs of his allies. He lent them 50,000 pounds, 
and gave out that he intended to furnilh them with Hill larger fums: this 
well-timed affifiarice reconciled and pacified the army of Murzafa-jing. 
At the fame time Mr. Dupleix augmented the French battalion to the 
number of 2000 Europeans, and ordered this body to encamp, under 
the command of Mr. d’Auteuil at Villanore, where the army of Murza¬ 
fa-jing was polled. 

Nazir-jing, on entering the Carnatic, fummoned Mahomed-ally to 
join him from Tritchinopoly, and difpatched letters to Fort St. David, 
requefting the Englilh to fend a body of Europeans; and he ordered all 
the troops that marched from the northward to rendezvous under the forts 
of Gingee, fituated about 35 miles to the northweft of Pondicherry. 
Large bodies arrived there every day; and at length, about the middle 
of March, came up Nazir-jing himfelf with the main body. When 
the whole was affembled, his army confided of 300,000 fighting men, 
of which more than one half were cavalry, together with Seo pieces 
of cannon, and 1 300 elephants. This force, and the number of great 
lords who followed his ftandard, convinced the Engiifli that Nazir-jing 
was the real Soubah of the fouthern provinces, and they ordered the de- 
tachment at Tritchinopoly to proceed with Mahomed-ally, who with 
6000 horfe joined Nazir-jing at Valdore, about fifteen miles from Pon¬ 
dicherry. A few days after, on the 2 2d of March, major Lawrence, 
with a body of 600 Europeans from Fort St. David, came to his camp, 
which was now in fight of that of Murzafa-jing. 

A member of the council, and captain Dalton, a military offi¬ 
cer, accompanied major Lawrence, and were authorized, in con¬ 
junction 
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jun&ion ■with him, to treat with Nazir-jing on the interefts of the 1750. 
Eaft India company; he received this deputation with politenels, ' ’ ' 
and, among other oriental compliments, deli red Major Lawrence 
to take upon him the command of his whole army, and propofed to 
attack the enemy immediately. Major Lawrence reprefented, that the 
attack would coll the lives of many brave men, as the French occupied 
a ftrong pofl defended by a large train of artillery ; but that, by moving 
his army between the enemy and Pondicherry, he might, by cutting off 
their communication, oblige them to fight at a greater difadvantage. 
Nazir-jing replied, w What! fhall the great Nazir-jing, the fon of Ni- 
“ zam-al-muluck, even for an advantage, differ the difgrace of feeming 
“ to retreat before fo defpicable an enemy? No, he would march and 
“ attack them in front.” Major Lawrence replied, that he might a£t 
as he pleafed ; the Englifh would be ready to fupport him. The two 
armies were fo near, that an engagement feemed inevitable; and there 
was fo much diforder at this time in the French battalion, that had the 
advice of Nazir-jing been followed, the attack he propofed would have 
been fuccefsful. 

The French officers who accompanied Murzafa-jing to Tanjore had 
taken care to receive, out of the fir ft payments made by the king, 
the money that had been flipulated as their fliare of the contribution. 

On the return of the army to Pondicherry, moft' of thefe officers re- 
quefted and obtained leave to quit the camp, and repofe themfelves from 
their fatigues in the city, and others were fent to fupply their places. 

Tliefe entering upon fer vice juft as Nazir-jing’s army atlembledatGingee, 
complained loudly that they fhould have been chofen to ft and the brunt 
of danger, without any profpect of advantage, whilfl thofe, who had 
without any rifque got fo much money at Tanjore, were differed to 
retire from the field. They made remonftrances, and demanded a 
fnm of money, to put their fortunes upon an equality with thofe to 
whole polls they fucceeded. Mr. Dupleix attempted to bring them 
back -to their duty by feverity; but on arrefting one, all the reft 
infilled on receiving the fame treatment; and their numbers being 
too great to be fpared from the fervice of the camp at this critical 
time, the whole party were fuffered to remain without punifhment, and 
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1750. continued to fow fattion and difcontent. The foldiers, from this 
example of their officers, grew infolent, and became regardlefs of their 
duty. 

Such was the confufion in the French camp, when Major" Lawrence 
arrived at that of Nazir-jing, The next day the two armies drew out in 
view of each other, and a cannonade enfued. Mr. d’Auteuil having no 
reliance on his troops, and dreading the confequences of being attacked 
by the Englifh, fent a meffenger to acquaint Major Lawrence, that 
although the troops of the two nations were engaged in different caufes, 
yet it was not his intention that any European blood fhouid be fpilt: and 
as he did not know in what part of Nazir-jing’s army the Englifh took 
port, he could not be blamed if any of the French fhot came that way. 
Major Lawrence returned aniwer, that the Englifh colours were carried 
on the flag-gun of their artillery, which if Mr. d’Auteuil would look out 
for, he might from thence difeover where the Englifh were polled. He 
added, that although he was as unwilling as Mr, d’Auteuil, to fpill 
European blood, yet if any fhot came that w^y,hc fhouid certainly return 
them. A fhot from the French entrenchment flew over the Englifh batta¬ 
lion; and Major Lawrence, imagining that it was fired by Mr. d’Auteuil's 
order, to try whether the Englifh would venture to come to action with 
the French, directed it to be anfwered from three guns: the feditious 
French officers, inftead of encouraging, difheartened their men, by ex¬ 
aggerated deferiptions of the fuperior force of the enemy. The can¬ 
nonade did little execution, and ceafed in the evening. 

As foon as the night fet in, 1 3 officers went in a body to Mr. d’Auteuil, 
gave up their commiffions, and immediately left the camp; and by this 
fcandalbus defertion confirmed the panic of the troops, who naturally 
imputed it to fear. Mr. d’Auteuil dreading the confequences of expofing 
his men in this confufion to a general action, took the refolution of w r ith- 
d rawing immediately from the field, and ordered the battalion to march 
without delay to Pondicherry. Murzafa-jing and Chunda-faheb knew 
of the fedition, but never fufpedting that it would have produced this 
confequenee, were overwhelmed with aflonlfliment, when they found 
thatiheir entreaties and remonftrances could not induce Mr. d’Auteuil to 
alter his determination. 


For 
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For fome days before the cannonade, meffengers had pafled between 
the two camps, with overtures of accommodation; and feveral officers 
in Nazir-jing’s army had affined Murzafa-jing, that if he fubmitted, 
they would protect his perfon, and guarantee the execution of any treaty 
which he might make with his uncle ; but his reliance on the French 
troops and Mr. Dupleix, had hitherto prevented him from laying down 
his arms. There was now no time to be loft in deliberation, for every 
one was convinced that in confequence of the retreat of the F rench bat¬ 
talion, the whole army, before another fuii was let, would provide for 
its fafety, either by taking llight, or by going over to Nazir-jing. Chunda- 
ffiheb, who had every thing to fear from the refentment of Nazir-jing, 
took his refolution in the inftant, to accompany the French troops to 
Pondicherry. Murzafa-jing ftill hefitated. His principal officers de¬ 
termined him, by reprefenting the irreparable dilgrace of expofing the 
ftandard of the empire, which he dilplayed, to retreat: for it is luppofed 
that this enfign never retreats. He therefore refufed to accompany 
Chunda-faheb; and relying on the aflurances which had been made to 
him from Nazir-jing’s camp, refolved to fend deputies thither, with 
offers to furrender. After this gloomy conference, the two friends op- 
preffed, but not fo much overpowered by their misfortunes as to defpair 
of meeting again in a better hour, embraced and fe pa rated with profef- 
fions of inviolable attachment, which although made by princes in Iri- 
doftan, were fincere. The French battalion, with fome fquadrons of 
horfe led by Chunda-faheb, decamped at midnight in lilence, hut in 
fuch confuffon, that they left behind forty gunners, with eleven pieces of 
cannon. At the fame time the deputies of Murzafa-jing repaired to the 
tent of Shanavaze Khan, who with the principal officers of the durbar , 
or court, introduced them to Nazir-jing. This prince was fo overjoyed 
at the profpeft of having his nephew in his power, that it is faid he did 
not hefitate to fwear on the koran, that he would neither make him a. 
prisoner, nor deprive him of the governments which he enjoyed during; 
his grandfather’s life. 

On thefe aflurances, Murzafa-jing left his camp, and proceeded to 
pay his refpefts to his uncle; but on approaching the head-quarters, was 
arrefted, and carried.under a ftrift guard into a tent near that of Nazir— 
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jing, where he was immediately put into fetters: as foon as the prince 
was feized, his camp was attacked, and his troops furprifed made little 
rellftance: many were flam during the purfuit, for the Soubah’s troops 
gave no quarter. A party of horfe fell in with the French gunners, who 
had been abandoned by the reft of the battalion, and cut the greateft 
part of them to pieces. They would have deftroyed the whole, had not 
the Engliih refcued fome of them from their fury ; but moft of thefe 
were wounded. The Morattoes commanded by Moran-row, pufhed 
on in purfuit of the French battalion, and came up with it before it had 
gained the bound-hedge. Mr. d’Auteuil formed his men into a hollow 
fquare, which Moran-row attacked and broke into, with only 15 men, 
imagining that the reft of his party followed him; on feeing his danger 
when fur rounded he immediately made another effort, and broke through 
the oppofite fide with fix men, lofing nine in this fecond attack. The 
Morattoes continued to harrafs the army until they arrived at the bound- 
hedge: they killed 19 of the Europeans, and would have done more 
execution, had they not been vtgoroufly oppofed by the cavalry com¬ 
manded by Ghunda-faheb, who behaved with great adivity and refolu- 
tion during the retreat. 

This victory intirely difperfed the army of Chunda-faheb and Mur- 
zafa-jing, and, together with the imprifonment of his rival, feemed to 
allure to Nazir-jing the quiet polfefiion of the foubahflhip: but his capa¬ 
city was unequal to the management of fo great an employ, and trealon 
began already to taint his councils. The Nabobs of Gudapa, Canoul, 
and Savanore, were the moft confiderable of the feudatory lords who had 
accompanied him into the Carnatic: they were all three Pitans by birth, 
and poffelfed the daring temper which characterizes that nation. They 
had obeyed the fummons of Nazir-jing, and taken the field without re¬ 
luctance, becaufe they made no doubt of obtaining, in reward of their 
military'fervice, a remiffion of large fums they owed to the Mogul’s trea- 
fury, as well as confiderable immunities in their refpeCtive governments: 
but Nazir-jing, who alTumed the full rtate of a foubah, paid no regard 
to their pretenfions, and treated them as feudatories, who had done no 
more than their duty in joining the Mogul’s ftandard, Difappointed 
in their expectations, they grew weary of a war by which their interefts 
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were not benefited, and to put an end to it, had been the firft to advife 1750. 

Murzafa-jing to fubmit. They were feconded in thefe intentions of ' 

bringing about a reconciliation by Shanavaze Khan the prime minifter, 
and leverai of the principal fervants of Nazir-jing’s court: but thefe 
were actuated by better motives; for, owing their fortunes to Nizam-al- 
muluck, their gratitude to his memory, and attachment to his family, 
made them behold with affliction a civil war between his fon and grand- 
fon. It was to thefe nabobs and mmiffers, as well as to the anabaffa- 
dors of Murzafa-jing, that Nazir-jing had given thofe folemn affurances 
of not injuring his nephew, which he broke as foon as he got him into 
his power. This breach of faith hurt the minds of all who had inter¬ 
fered in inducing the young prince to furrender: but the minifters 
were content to make gentle representations to their mafter, whiht the 
Pitan Nabobs openly and loudly complained of the affront caff upon 
themfelves, by his contempt of obligations, for the performance of 
which they had promifed to be refponfible ; and from this hour they 
confederated, and meditated mifchief, but agreed to fhew no farther 
fymptoms of difcontcnt until they could carry their defigns into exe¬ 
cution. 

At Pondicherry, the retreat of the French battalion, the news of 
Murzafa-jing’s imprifonment, and the difperfion of his army, naturally 
created the greateft conflernation. But Mr. Dupleix, although more 
affeded than any one by thefe fudden reverfes, had command enough 
over himfelf to fupprefs the emotions of his mind, and diffembled great 
ferenity. Pie immediately ordered the army to encamp out of the 
bounds, fent other officers to command it, arretted the mutinous, di¬ 
rected Mr. d’Auteuil to be tried for retreating without orders, and by his 
own refolution re-eftablilhed in feme meafure that of the troops. At 
the fame time he knew that the number of his Europeans, unfupported 
by an Indian army, was infufficient to make a ftand againft the vaft 
force of Nazir-jing, affifted by the Englifh battalion ; but his know¬ 
ledge of the general charader of the princes of Indoftan, made him not 
defpair of discovering, or even of creating fome fadion in the court of 
Nazir-jing, which, artfully managed, might contribute to re-eftablifh, 
the broken affairs of Murzafa-jing and Chunda-faheb. In order there¬ 
fore- 
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fore to gain tire time and intelligence of which he flood fo much in 
need, he determined to enter into a negotiation. He had iome days 
before written a letter to Nazir-jing, in which he had offered to make 
peace, on condition that Murzafa-jing was re-inflated in his former go¬ 
vernments, and Chunda-faheb put in polFeflion of die Nabobfhip of 
the Carnatic. To this letter Nazir-jing had returned no anfwer, and 
Mr. Dupleix made ufe of this neglect as a pretext to continue the cor- 
reipondence. He aflerted, that the retreat of the French troops had 
been executed in confequence of orders which he himfelf had given, 
in hopes of accelerating the peace, by that proof of his averfion to 
continue hoftilities; and to convince Nazir-jing that die troops had 
not taken flight, as was believed in his camp, he boldly magnified 
the daughter they made when attacked in their retreat. He reminded 
him of the hospitality and good treatment which his lifter the mother 
of Murzafa-jing, received in Pondicherry; recommended this prince to 
his clemency, and defired leave to fend embaftadors. 

Nazir-jing contented to receive the embaffy, and two of the council 
o£.Pondicherry went to the camp; one of them was well verfed in the 
Indoftan and Perfic languages, which are the only tongues ufed in the 
courts of the Mahomedan princes. They had an audience of ceremony, 
after which they conferred, as ufual, with the council of rainifters, and 
after feveral higher demands, they made their ultimate propofals, which 
were, that the effaces of Murzafa-jing fhould be inverted in the fon of 
that prince, until Nazir-jing could be prevailed upon to reconcile himfelf 
to the father; and that Chunda-faheb fhould be appointed Nabob of the 
Carnatic. The council of minifters, although many of them wifhed 
well to Murzafa-jing, would not venture to represent to their martcr the 
demands made by Mr. Dupleix in his behalf; and told the French de¬ 
puties, that the preteniions of Chunda-faheb were ftill lefs admiffible, 
feeing that the government of the Carnatic was bellowed on Ma- 
homed-ally, the fon of An’war-odean Khan. The French deputies y 
left the camp, after having remained in it eight days; but although 
they failed in gaining the apparent ends of their million, they ob¬ 
tained the real advantages Mr. Dupleix propofed from it, by making 
themfelves acquainted with the flate of Nazir-jing s court, and by efta- 
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blifliing the means of carrying on a correfpondenee with (he difeontented 1750* 
Nabobs of Cudapa, Canoul, and Savanore. '— v —' 

Sufpicions were entertained of the clandeftine conduft of the French 
deputies, and Major Lawrence was informed, that fome defign was 
carrying on in the camp againft the Soubah, in which Shanavaze Khan, 
the prime minifter, was the principal agent. The latter part of 
this report was not true, and the firft could not be proved 1 how¬ 
ever, the major, at an audience, endeavoured to acquaint Nazir-jing with 
what he had heard, but his interpreter had not courage to make a decla¬ 
ration, which would probably have cofthim his life, and mifreprefented 
what he was ordered to fay. There was no other method of con¬ 
veying this intelligence; for the ftate maintained by Nafcif-jing, as 
Soubah, fuffered no letters to be direftly add re [fed to him, and no one 
was admitted to a private conference but his prime minifter, who was 
involved in the accufation, or his domeftics, who, as in all courts, were 
dependants on the minifter. 

On the return of the deputies, Chunda-faheb began to levy troops, 
and Mr. Dupleix thought it neceffary to re-eflablifh the reputation of 
the French arms by lome enterprize, which might convince the allies 
he had gained in Nazir-jing’s camp, that he'was both prepared and de¬ 
termined to continue the war. Mr. d’Auteuil, who had taken the com¬ 
mand again, marched before day, and attacked by furprize one of the 
quarters of the camp, into which the troops penetrated a mile, firing 
at fugitives: for, as it is the cuftom in an Indian army to make the 
great meal at night, and after it to fmoke opium, and other foporiferous 
•drugs, the whole camp towards morning is generally in fo deep and 
heavy a fleep, that a few refolute and difeiplined men may beat up 
thoufands, before they recover alertnefs fufficient to make any vigorous 
refiftance, 

In the mean time major Lawrence with the battalion remained in 
the camp, and with the other deputies follicited Nazir-jing to confirm 
the grant, which Mahomed-ally, now efteemed Nabob of Arcot, had 
made to the Eaft-India company of a territory near Madrafs, in return 
for the affiftance of their troops. He had often promifed to com¬ 
ply with this requeft; but his minifter Shanavaze Khan regarded 
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fuch a ceffion as inconfiftent with the majefty of the Mogul empire, 
and prevented the phirmaund , or patent, from being iflfued from his 
office. Wearied with prevarication, major Lawrence infilled on a pe¬ 
remptory anfwer, on which he was allured that he fhouldbe immediately 
fatisfied, provided he would march with the battalion to Arcot, where 
Nazir-jing had taken the refolution of going with his whole army. He 
did not think it prudent to comply with this propofal, left the French 
and Chunda-faheb ffiould take advantage of his abfence and invade the 
Englifh territory. He therefore endeavoured to divert the Soubah 
from this purpofe,' by representing that it would give the enemy am 
opportunity of recruiting their forces, and recommencing hostilities-; 
whereas by remaining near Pondicherry, he might, by cutting off their 
communications with the country, reduce them to fuch diftreffes as 
would oblige them to accept of peace on his own terms. This reafoning 
producing no effect, the major returned with the battalion to Fort St. 
David, and in the latter end of April Nazir-jing broke up his camp at 
Valdore, and marched to Areot. 

From hence he lent orders to feize the houfes and effects, which the 
French, company had in the city of Mafulipatnam, and at Yanam, a 
weaving town about 25 miles farther north. His officers proceeded 
without violence, plundered nothing, andfealed up what they took pof r 
feffion of. The detriment iuftained was not confiderable.; but Mr* Du¬ 
ple ix, apprifed of the defencelefs condition of Mafulipatnam, deter¬ 
mined to revenge it ten-fold, by attacking this city, which, he had for 
fome months confidered as an acq.uifition foneceffiuyto his future views, 
that he had prevailed on.Murzafa-jing upon, his firft. arrival at Pondi¬ 
cherry to promife the- ceffion of it to the. French company. Ma¬ 
fulipatnam is fituated at. the mouth of the river. Kriftna, which 
bounds the coaft of Coromandel, and the ancient. Carnatic to the 
north : it is the fea-port of Gol-condah and the weftern countries, 
in that part of the, peninfula, with which, it has communication 
by the river Kriftna, and by feveral high roads: it was formerly the 
greatest mart, and one of the moft opulent and populous cities of In- 
doftanj infomuch that feveral modern authors, firjft blundering in the 
acceptation and orthography of the termination Patnam, which fignifiesa 
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town; and then forming conjectures on the reputation of this place, 
have not hefitated to derive the whole Pitan nation, but alfo a race of 
kings at Delhi, from a colony of Arabians, who, about 4.C0 years ago, 
as they fay, founded Mafulipatnam. The city is even at this day a place 
of conliderable trade and refort, and famous for its manufactures of 
painted cloths ; for the plants from which the dies are extracted grow 
no where in fuch perfection as in the adjacent territory. In the 
beginning of July a detachment of 200 Europeans and 300 Sepoys, 
together with feveral pieces of battering cannon and a quantity of 
military {tores, were put on board two large (hips, which, after a padage 
of three days, anchored in the road. The troops landed in the night, 
and attacking the city by furprize, took it with very little lofs. They 
kept podeflion of it , and immediately began to put it into a better pofture 
of defence. 

In the meantime theFrench battalion had, foon after the retreat of the 
Soubah’s army, formed their camp, as if in defiance of his authority, on 
the limits of the new territory ceded by Murzafa-jing to the French com¬ 
pany} but this infult produced no effeCt on the mind of Nazir-jing, who 
deeming the imprifonment of his nephew aTufficient fecurity again ft afty 
farther commotions, indulged the bent of his nature, and gave his whole 
time to the pleafures of women, and hunting: but although he gave no 
application to bufinefs, he decided peremptorily on the affairs which hismi- 
nifters reported to him; and his orders, howfoever abfurd, were irrevoca¬ 
ble: his caprices difgufted his friends, and his indolence rendered him 
contemptible to his enemies. The Pitan Nabobs infinuated themfelves 
into his favour, by encouraging him in his vices, and at the fame time 
advifed Mr, Dupleix to proceed to aftion. 

Mr. Dupleix followed their advice, and ordered 500 Europeans to 
attack the pagoda of Trivadi, lying about fifteen miles to the weft 
of Fort St. David,' The pagoda ferved as a citadel to a large pettah , 
by which name the people on the coaft of Coromandel call every town 
contiguous to a fortrefs. Trivadi made no refiftance, and the French 
having garrifoned it with 50 Europeans and 100 Sepoys, began to col¬ 
lect the revenues of the diftridh This acquifition carried them to the 
fouth of the river Pannarj and Mahomed-ally concluding that they would 
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not hefitate to pulh their conquefls kill farther, requefled Nazir-jing to- 
permit him to take the field, and defend the territories of which he had 
created him lord, alledging that the Englifh, for the fake of their own 
interefts, would join his troops with their whole force. Nazir-jing was 
fo exafperated againil the Englifli, for having refufed to accompany him 
to Arcot, that it was fome time before he could be prevailed on to fuffer 
his vaffal to afk their affiflance: at length however he confented, but 
without giving his own name as a fan ft ion, The 1 Englifh, allured by 
Mahomed-ally that he would punctually defray all expences, ordered a 
body of 400 Europeans and 1 500 Sepoys to take the-field, and the Nabob 
marched from Arcot with an army of 20,000 men, of which more than 
one half were the troops of Nazir-jing ; but not thinking even this force 
fufficient to pafs through the countries near Pondicherry, before it was 
reinforced by the Englifh troops, he encamped and waited for them near 
Gingee, where they joined them in the beginning of July. 

The army then moved towards Port St. David, and encamped' on the 
plain of Trivandapamm, waiting for two 24 pounders and military ftores.; 
As foon as thefe arrived, they marched on the* 19th of July towards the- 
French, whom they difeovered in the evening about eight miles to the- 
caft of Trivadi, near the northern bank of the Pannar, which river was. 
at this time fordable. The army halted on the fouth fide of the river;, 
and a large body of Sepoys, with the company of Caffres, were detached 
to attack the enemy’s advanced polls, and to reconnoitre the fituatron of 
their camp. A fkirmifh enfued, which lafted until night, when the 
detachment was recalled. They reported, that the enemy’s camp was. 
in a grove, enclofed by ftrong entrenchments, mounted with ten; 
pieces of cannon. In order to draw them from this fituation, cap¬ 
tain Cope perftraded the Nabob to march againfl Trivadi; and the army 
appeared before the place the next day, and fummoned the garriibn,.. 
who refufed to futrender. Captain Cope therefore propofed to the 
Nabob to order his troops to fcale the walls, and make a general aflault, 
whilff the Englifli battered down the gates. The Nabob confented, but 
his troops refufed to undertake fo perilous an attempt; the army there¬ 
fore marched back the next morning towards the French encampment,, 
and halting, formed for battle within gun-fhot of. their entrenchments. 
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The commander of the French troops fent a meflenger to afk the 
reafon. why the Englifh came fb : near their pofts, and declared that if 
they did not immediately march away, he fhould in his own defence be 
obliged to fire upon them. Captain Cope replied, that the Englifh acting- 
as allies to the Nabob, were determined to accompany him into all parts 
of his dominions, and to affift him againft all who fhould oppofe 
his authority. The meffenger was fcarcely returned when a fhot 
from the French entrenchment killed fome of the Englifh foldiers. 
It was anfwered from the two 18 pounders and four held pieces j 
and a cannonade enfued, which Iafted from noon till night, when 
the Englifh quitted their ground with the lofs of 10 Europeans and. 
50 Sepoys, and 200 of the Nabob’s troops were likewife killed : 
the French, fecured by their entrenchments, fuffered much lefs. This 
ill fuccefs depreffed Mahomed-ally as much as if the army had fuf¬ 
fered a total defeat, and rendering him anxious to remove out of 
the neighbourhood of the enemy, he propofed to march to the 
weft, pretending that his army could not fubfift in their prefent 
fituation, fince all their provifions coming from Arcot, and the in¬ 
land parts of the province, would be expofed to the French ftations 
at Gingee, Valdore, and Trivadi. By accompanying the Nabob the 
Englifh would have been of no other fervice than that of fhewing 
him to the province in parade at the head of an army : but this, ridi¬ 
culous ns it may appear, was the very fervice he preferred to all others; 
fince it would have produced not only the homage of the renters 
and farmers of the country, but likewife fome money by the pre¬ 
sents he would have obliged them to make. On, the other hand, 
captain Cope was inftru&ed not to march beyond any of the French 
pofts, left his communication with Fort St David fhould be cut off; and 
he was likewife ordered to endeavour by all: means to bring the enemy 
to an engagement: he therefore infilled with the Nabob that the 
army fhould place themfelves between the French camp and Pondi¬ 
cherry. There were no means of reconciling two opinions fq dire&ly 
oppofite *, and this difagreement indifpoied the Nabob fo much, to¬ 
wards his allies, that when they demanded the money promifed for 
their expences, he firft made excufes, and at laft declared he hadi 
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17^0. none; having, as he faid, exhaufted his treafury by giving Nazir-jing 
* ■ ' two millions of rupees. Major Lawrence, who now commanded at 
Fort St. David, not only as the firft military officer, but alfo as tempo¬ 
rary governor of the fettlement, was as much offended by thefe prevari¬ 
cations of Mahomed-ally as he had been by thofe of Nazir-jing, and 
with the fame fpirit of indignation which had dictated to him the re- 
folution of quitting the Soubah, ordered the troops to leave the Nabob, 
and march back to Fort St. David, where they arrived the 19th of 
Auguft. 

As foon as they retreated, Mr. Dupleix ordered the main body "at 
Valdore to march and join the camp near Trivadi: the whole force, 
when united, confifted of 1800 Europeans, 2500 Sepoys, and icoo 
horlc, levied by Chunda-faheb, together with twelve field pieces. The 
army of Mahomed-ally confifted of 5000 foot and 1 5000 horfe, varioufly 
armed : his camp extended between two villages which fecured the 
flanks; the rear was defended by a river; in front were feveral entrench¬ 
ments occupied by the infantry; and in the other intervals, where there 
were no entrenchments, cannon were planted : the cavalry, inftead of 
being out on the plain, formed a fecond line within the camp. On the 
21 ft of Auguft the French advanced to attack this abfurd difpofition: 
their field pieces were diftributed in front; the baggage-carts were ranged 
in a regular line in the rear, and the cavalry were on each wing: they 
made feveral halts, during which they gave a general dilcharge of their 
artillery, which was anfwered by the enemy’s cannon and inufketry, not 
a fhot of which did execution ; but a rocket, which the Moors make 
ufe of to frighten cavalry, fet fire to a tumbril, and this blowing up, 
- wounded fome of the Sepoys. As foon as the French troops were 
within 200 yards of the camp, they marched up brifkly to the entrench¬ 
ments, which the Nabob’s troops immediately abandoned, and at the fame 
time deferted the cannon. The French having entered the camp, 
formed again, brought up their artillery, and began to fire upon the 
cavalry, who were foon flung into confufion. The rout became general, 
and horfe and foot fled promifcuoufiy and with fuch precipitation, 
that many pufhed dire£tly into the river, where they were drowned. 
They continued to fire upon the fugitives whilft any remained in the 
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wko fzrveid it. They then proceeded to petard one of the gates of the 
outer wall on the plain, and got polleffion of it a little before night, with 
the iofs of only three or four men, and the troops with all the artillery 
and baggage entered the town; where they immediately fortified them- 
felves by barricading the narrow ftreets with the baggage-waggons, and 
by diftributing the cannon in the larger avenues. In this fituation they 
were expofed to a continual fire from the three mountains: the Moors 
■likewife threw great numbers of rockets, in hopes of fetting fire to the 
combuftible ftores. The French bombarded the forts with mortars, and 
fired upon them with artillery until the moon fet, which was the fignal 
to florm the fortifications on the mountains. None but the Europeans 
were deftined to this hardy enterprize, who attacked all the three moun¬ 
tains at the fame time, and found on each redoubts above redoubts, 
which they carried fucceffively fword in hand, until they came to the 
fummits, where the fortifications were flronger than thofe they had fur- 
mounted ; they neverthelefs pufhed on and petarded the gates, and by 
day-break were in pofleflion of them all, having loft only twenty men 
in the different attacks. On contemplating the difficulties they had 
conquered, they were aftonifhed at the rapidity of their own fuccefs, and 
the extreme pufillanimity of the defenders j and indeed, had the attack 
been made in day-light, it could not have fucceeded; for the Moors, as 
well as Indians, often defend themfelves very obftinately behind ftrong 
w^alls j but it fhould feem that no advantages, either of number or fitua- 
tion, can countervail the terror with which they are ftruck when attacked 
in the night. 

The great reputation of the ftrength of Gingee naturally exalted the 
fame of the French prowefs ; and the lofs of this important fortrefs 
awakened Nazir-jing, and made him at laft recoiled that it was time to 
oppofe the progrefs of an enemy who Teemed capable of the boldeft en- 
terprizes. On his arrival at Arcot, he had fent back to Gol-condah 
two of his generals, with the greateft part of the troops in his own pay, 
and had likewife permitted many of the Rajahs and Indian chiefs to re¬ 
turn home with their troops. He now recalled all thefe forces; but 
hoping that the news of thefe preparations, with offers of moderate ad¬ 
vantages, would induce the French to lay down their arms, he determined 
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to try the efFeCfc of negociation before he took the field, and feat two of 
hia officers to Pondicherry, to treat with Mr, Dupleix: who now not 
only infilled on the reftoration of Murzafa-jing to his liberty and eftates, 
together with the appointment of Chunda-faheb in the Carnatic ; but re¬ 
quired alfo, that the city of Mafulipatnam, with its dependencies, Ihould 
be given up to the French company, and that their troops Ihould keep 
poffeflion of Gingee until Nazir-jing returned to Aureng-abad. 

He fcarcely expected that Nazir-jing would agree to thefe imperious 
terms, and bypropoling them had no other intention than to provoke him 
to take the field, for it was in the field alone that the projects he had 
formed again It him could be carried into execution. His expecta¬ 
tion was not difappointed, for Nazir-jing immediately ordered his troops 
to march towards Gingee, and in the latter end of September joined 
them himfelf. His army was now much lefs numerous than when he 
entered the Carnatic; for very few of the chiefs who had been permitted 
to return to their own. countries rejoined his ftandard, and the troops 
which he had lent to Gol-condah were at too great a diftance to march 
back into the province of Arcot before the rainy feafon. His camp 
however confiffed of 60,000 foot, 45,000 liorfe, 7co elephants, and 
360 pieces of cannon, and with the attendants, who in an Indian 
army always out-number tlie regular troops, contained a multitude little 
lefs than 300,000 men. This great body moved very {lowly, and em¬ 
ployed fifteen days in marching thirty miles ; and when at the difiance 
of fixteen from Gingee, were prevented from getting any farther by the 
rains, which fetting in with great violence, overflowed the whole coun¬ 
try. The notion of expofing the ftandard of the empire to difgrace, 
by appearing to retreat, prevented Nazir-jing from returning immediate¬ 
ly to Arcot, and in two or three days his army was inclofed between two 
rivers, which were rendered almoft impafiable by the inundation. The 
communication with the neighbouring countries grew every day more 
difficult, provisions became fcarce, and the army differing likewife from 
the inclemency of the weather, ficknefs began to fpread in the camp, 
and thefe diftreiles were likely to continue until the return of fair 
weather in December. The wavering temper of Nazir-jing grew im¬ 
patient at thefe unexpected impediments, which protracted a war, in 
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which he had already wafted a year, abfent from the reft of the vaft 
eftates of his foubahfhip ; and growing on a fudden as anxious to quit 
the Carnatic as he had hitherto been fond of remaining in it, lie renewed 
his correipondence with Mr. Dupleix j and to avoid the difgrace of feeing 
the French maintain their pretenfions in hoftile defiance of his authority, 
he determined atlaftto give hispatents for alltheceffions they demanded, 
on condition that they fhould hold them as his vaffals. 

Mr. Dupleix, who well knew the little faith to be repofed in any 
engagements or profeflions made by the princes of Indoftan, neither fuf- 
fered the offers of Nazir-jing to flacken his machinations with the dil- 
eontented confederates in the army, nor his reliance on thefe to interrupt 
his negociation with their fovereign. It was now the month of Decem¬ 
ber, the rains were ceafed, and the important moment was at hand, 
when it was abfolutely neceffary to make the option between two very 
different methods of accomplifhing his views. 

His correipondence with the Phan Nabobs had been carried on feven 
months, and they had engaged in their confpiracy above twenty other 
officers of principal note; fo that all together the confederates commanded 
one half of Nazir-jing’s army: they reprefented, that if it was wonder¬ 
ful the fecret had been fo long kept by fo many, every hour’s delay now 
teemed with infinite rifques, fince, in order to make the difpofnions ne¬ 
ceffary to infur e the fuccefs of the enter prize, they were obliged every 
day to communicate to numbers of fubaltern officers a fecret, which, at 
the time of execution, muft be known to all their troops. 

At the fame time came deputies from Nazir-jing to Pondicherry, who 
confidently affirmed that he would immediately fign the treaty, break 
up his camp, and march out of the Carnatic. 

Affined of fuccefs by either of thefe events, Mr. Dupleix left chanc.e. 
to decide which fhould take place, andpreffing Nazir-jing’s deputies to. 
produce the treaty ratified, he at the fame time ordered the commander 
of the French troops at Gingee to march the very inftant that theconfe- 
derates fhould fignify to him that every thing was prepared to carry the. 
long-meditated fcheme into execution. The fummons from the Pitan 
Nabobs arrived at Gingee before the ratification of the treaty at Pondi¬ 
cherry. 
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It was on the 4th of December that Mr. de la Touche, who now 
commanded the troops, began his march from Gingee with boo Eu¬ 
ropeans, 3000 Sepoys, and ten field pieces. Some hints were given 
fufficient to infpire the foldiers with confidence, but Mr. de la Touche 
communicated the whole plan only to Mr. Bufly and three or four of 
the principal officers. A guide fent by the confederates conduced the 
army towards the quarter where the troops immediately commanded 
by Nazir-jing encamped, which, after a march of hxteen miles, the 
French came in fight of at four o’clock the next morning. The 
whole camp extended eighteen miles, every Nabob and Rajah having 
a feparate quarter. Some cavalry going the rounds difcovered the 
French battalion, and alarmed the advanced pofts, which were very 
foon difperfed : the French then came up to the line of Nazir-jing s 
artillery, behind which were drawn up 25,000 foot. Here the con¬ 
flict became fharper; for the fir ft firing having fpread the alarm, moft 
of the generals devoted to Nazir-jing fent their troops to the place of 
a£tion; l'o that one body was no fooner repulfed than another fucceeded, 
and even many of the fugitives rallied, and formed again in their rear. 
The French never experienced with more fuccefs the advantage of field 
pieces managed with the dexterity of quick firing ; for this alone pre¬ 
served the troops in many a repeated charge from being broken by the 
cavalry. Thus furrounded, they gained their way very fiowly, and 
after paffing the line of cannon, were three hours advancing three 
miles into the camp. They had already difperfed one half of the army, 
when they defcried at fome diftance a vaft body of horfe and foot drawn 
up in order, which extended as far as the eye could reach ; and the 
French troops were on the point of loling courage at the idea of having 
this formidable hoft ftill to encounter, when they perceived in the 
center of it an elephant bearing a large white flag. This was the fignal 
of the confederates; it was immediately known by Mr. de la Touche, 
and explained to the troops, who exp re fie d their joy by repeated 
ihouts: they were ordered to halt, until foine intelligence fhould 
be received from the Pitan Nabobs, whofe enfigns were now difcerned 
approaching. 
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Nazir-jing, who had the day before ratified his treaty with Mr. Du- 
pleix, and lent it to Pondicherry, gave no credit to thofe who firft 
reported to him that his camp was attacked by the French troops: 
when convinced of it, the majeftic ideas in which he had been educated, 
together with fome degree of natural courage, did not fuffer him to ap¬ 
prehend any danger from fuch a handful of men, and calling their at¬ 
tack (t the mad attempt of a parcel of drunken Europeans,” he ordered 
the officers who were near him to go and cut them to pieces, and at 
the fame time ordered the head of Murzafa-jing to be ftruck off and 
brought to him. Meffengers arrived every minute to inform him of 
the progrefs which the French troops were making; and on enquir¬ 
ing what difpofitions were made by the different Nabobs and chiefs 
who followed his ftandard, he was told, that the troops of Cudapah,. 
Canoul, Candanore, of Myfore, together with 20,000 of the Mo- 
rattoes, were drawn up in order of battle, but had not yet advanced 
to repull'e the French. Enraged at this inaction of fo large a part of 
his army, he mounted his elephant, and accompanied by his body¬ 
guard, advanced toward theie troops; and the firil he came to- 
were thofe of Cudapah, whofe Nabob was at their head. Nazir- 
jing rode up to him, and told him, that he was a daftaxdly coward, 
who dared not to defend the Mogul’s ftandard againft the moll con¬ 
temptible of enemies. The traitor replied, that he knew no ene¬ 
my but Nazir-jing, and at the fame time gave the fignal to a fufileer, 
who rode with him on the fame elephant, to fire. The fhot miffed, 
on which Cudapah himfelf difeharged a carabine, which lodged two 
balls in the heart of the unfortunate Nazir-jing, who fell dead on 
the plain. Elis guards were flruck with fo much difmay at this fudden 
affaffination, that few of them attempted to revenge it, and thefe few. 
were foon difperfed, or cut down. The Nabob of Cudapah then or- ; 
dcred the head to be fevered from, the body, and lulled away with it 
to the tent of Murzafa-jing, concerning whofe fafety he had no anxiety 
having engaged in the confpiracy the officer to whofe care tlie con¬ 
finement of this prince had been entrufted : he found him freed from 
the fetters which he had now worn feven months, and hailing him 
Soubab of the Decan, prefented to him, as a confirmation of the 
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title, the head of his uncle. Murzafa-jing ordered it to be fixed on a 1750. 
pole, and to be carried to the army of the confederates, whither he re¬ 
paired himfelf attended by the Nabob. 

The news was fpread through the confederate army with great rapi¬ 
dity by the elevation of fmall white banners : Mr. de la Touche difco- 
vered tbefe fignals very foon after he had ordered the French battalion 
to halt, and knew the meaning of them: a few minutes after came a 
Iiorfeman at full ipeed, fent from Murzafa-jing; upon which Mr. Bufiy was 
immediately difpatched to compliment him, and receive his orders. The 
death of Nazir-jmg was no fooner known amongft his troops than 
the greateft part of them came in crowds to range themfelves under 
the banner of his fucce'flbr, and by nine o’clock in the morning every 
l'word was fheathed, notwithftanding that three brothers of the murdered 
prince were in the camp. The new Soubah proceeded to the tent of Bate, 
where he received homage from moft of the great officers, who the day 
before had paid it to his uncle. But the prime m miller Shanavaze Khan 
was not of the number; he, dreading the refentment of Murzafa-jing, 
for having fuffered him to remain fo long in prifon, made his efcape 
to the fort of Chittapet: and Mahomed-ally, the open rival of Chunxla- 
faheb, knew he had every thing to apprehend from this revolution: 
fortunately his quarters were at a confiderable diftance from the fcene 
of this cataftrophe ; and the inftant he heard of * it, he mounted 
the fleeteil of his horfes, and, accompanied only by two or three 
attendants, hailed with the utmofl precipitation to gain his fortrefs of 
Tritchinopoly. 

In the evening, Mr. de la Touche, accompanied by all his officers-, 
went in ceremony to pay his refpedts to Murzafa-jing, by whom they 
were received with demonflrations of gratitude worthy the important 
fervice they had rendered him. The oriental compliments paid to 
them on this occafion, were, for once, not deflitute of truth; for, 
excepting the conquefis of Cottez 1 and PizarrO in the new world, 
ne ver did fo fmall a force decide the fate of fb large a ibvereignty. The 
do mini bus of the Great Mogul confifl of 22 provinces, fix of which, 
comprehending more than one third of the empire, compofe the foubah- 
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fhip of the Decan; the viceroy of which divifion is, by a title Hill more 
emphatical than that of Soubah, filled, in the language of the court, 
N izam-al-muluck, or regulator of the empire: his jurifdi&ion extends in 
a line nearly north and fouth, from Brampore to cape Comorin, andeaft- 
ward from that line to the fea. Gol-condah, one of thefe provinces, 
comprehends what Europeans call the Nabobfhips of Arcot, Canon I, 
Cudapa, Raja-mandrum, and Chicacole; fo that there were under Nizam- 
al-muluck thirty fucli Nabobs, befides feveral powerful Indian kings, 
and many others of leffer note: the number of fubjects in the Decan 
probably exceeds thirty-five millions. Of this great dominion, Mur- 
zafa-jing, from a prifoner in irons, and condemned to death, faw him- 
felf in the revolution of a few hours declared almofl the abfolute lord, 
and witli the profpeft of maintaining pofieffion of it; for his pretenfions 
were highly fupported by the Vizir at Delhi: but the fun did not fet be¬ 
fore the joy infpired by this fudden change of his fortunes was tainted 
with anxiety; for the Pitan Nabobs began to demand imperiouily the 
rewards they expe&ed for the parts they had contributed to his elevation: 
their pretenfions were exorbitant, and even inconfiftent with the prin¬ 
ciples of the Mogul government. It is not to be doubted that Murzafa- 
jing had, during his imprifonment, promifed every thing they thought 
proper to afk, not intending to fulfil more than what the necefl'ity of his 
affairs Ihould oblige him to; but the prefence of the french troops now 
rendered him little apprehenfive of their refentment, and to them alone 
he entrufted the guard of his perfon, and the care of his treafures: 
however, not to irritate the Nabobs, by an abfolute rejection of their 
claims, he told them that his engagements with the French nation would 
not permit him to determine any thing without the advice and participa¬ 
tion of Mr, Dupleix, and encouraged them to hope that every thing 
would be fettled to their fatisfa&ion at Pondicherry. 

Here the tidings of Nazir-jing’s death, and of the enthronement of his 
nephew, arrived in the afternoon: it was fir It brought to Chunda-faheb, 
who forgetting the ceremonies and attendance without which perfons of 
his rank never appear in public, quitted his houfe alone, and ran to the 
palace, where he was the firft who announced it to Mr. Dupleix. 
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They embraced with the agitations of two friends efcaped from a fhip- 
wreck : the news was proclaimed to the town by a general difcharge 
of the artillery; and in the evening Mr. Dupleix held a court, and re¬ 
ceived the compliments of all the inhabitants. The next day a Te 
Deum was fung in full ceremony, and three deputies were fent to com¬ 
pliment Murzafa-jing: and two days afterwards another deputation car¬ 
ried fix coftly Seer paw, thefe are garments which are prefented fome- 
times by fuperiors in token of protection, and fometimes by inferiors in 
token of homage; and with the Seerpaws was carried a white flag on an 
elephant, which were likewife prefented. Murzafa-jing pretended to 
be fo much pleafed with the compliment of the flag, that he ordered it 
fhould in future be always difplayed in the midft of the enfigns of his 
fovereignty. 

On the 15th of December at night he came to the gates with a. 
numerous and fplendid attendance, in which were moil of the principal 
lords of his court: he was received by Mr. Dupleix and Chunda- 
faheb in a tent without the city; and difcovered great emotions of joy 
in this interview. It was intended, in deference to his rank, that 
he ihould have entered the town on his elephant; but the animal was 
too large to pafs under the beam to which the draw-bridge was fufpend- 
ed; whereupon he politely defiled to go in the fame palankin with Mr. 
Dupleix to the palace: here they had a private conference, in which 
he explained the difficulties he lay under from the pretenfions of the 
Pitan Nabobs, and afterwards retired to the houfe appointed for his re¬ 
ception, where he was expedted' with impatience by his mother, his. 
wife, and his foil. 

The next day the three Pitan Nabobs came into the town, and de— 
fired Mr. Dupleix to determine what rewards they ihould receive for the 
fervices they had rendered : they demanded, that the arrears of tribute,, 
which they had not paid for three years, fhould.be remitted;, that the. 
countries which they governed, together with feveral augmentations of 
territory they now demanded, fhould in future be exempted from tribute 
to the Mogul government; and that one half of the riches found in 
Nazir-jing’s treafury fhould be delivered to them.. 
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It was known that alHhe lords of Murzafa-jing’s court waited to 
meafure tlieir demands by the conceilions which he fhoulil make to 
the Pitan Nabobs: if thefe obtained all they afked, the whole qf his 
dominion would fcarcely fuffice to fatisfy the other claimants in 
the fame proportion; and, on the other hand, if they were not iatisfied, 
it was much to be apprehended that they would revolt; Mr. pupleix 
therefore poftponed all other coufiderations to this important difeuffion, 
and conferred with the Pitatis for- feveral days fuccefftvely. fie 
acknowledged the great obligations Murzafa-jing lay under to them 
for their conduct in the revolution; but infilled that he himfelf had 
contributed as much to it as they, and was therefore entitled to as 
great rewards, and that if fuch conceilions were extorted, the Sou- 
bah would no longer be able to maintain the dignity lie had ac¬ 
quired : intending therefore to fet the example of moderation, he, 
in the laft conference, told them, that he Ihould relinquifh liis 
Own pretenfions to any Ilia re of the treafures, or to any other advan¬ 
tages, which might diflrefs the affairs of Murzafa-jing. The Pitans 
finding him determined to fupport the caufe of this prince at all 
events, agreed araongfl themfelves to appear fatisfied with the terms 
he preferibed: which were, that their governments Ihould be augment¬ 
ed by fome diilridts much lefs than thofe tb.ey demanded ; that their 
private revenues fhould be increafed by the addition of fome lands 
belonging to the crown given to them in farm at low rates ; and 
that the half of the money found in Nazir-jing’s treafury Ihould be 
divided among ft them; but the jewels were referred to Murzafa- 

This agreement was figned by the Nabobs, who like wife took on 
the Alcoran an oath of allegiance to the Soubah; declaring at the fame 
time that Nizam-al-muluck himfelf had never been able to obtain 
from them this mark of fubmiflion: and he on his part fwore to protect 
them whilfl they remained faithful. 

All diflentions being now in appearance reconciled, feafts and enter¬ 
tainments enfued, in which Mr. Dupleix fpared no expence to raife in his 
guefts a high opinion of the grandeur of his nation by the fplendour 
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with which he affected to reprefent his monarch. Amidft thefe rejoic¬ 
ings was performed the ceremony of inftalling the Soubah in the throne 
of the Decan: it was very pompous; and Mr. Dupleix appeared, next 
■to the Soubah, the principal actor in it; for in the drefs of a Maho- 
medan lord of Indoftan, with which the prince himfelf had clothed 
him, he was the firft who paid homage; after which he was declared 
governor for the Mogul of all the countries lying to the fouth of the 
river Kriftna; that is, of a territory little lefs than France itfelf: he 
likewife received the title of MunJ'ub, or commander, of 700c horfc, 
with the permiftion of bearing among ft his enfigns that of the fifli; 
neither of which diftin&ions is ever granted excepting to perfons of 
the firft note in the empire : It was ordered, that no money fhould 
be current in the Carnatic, but fuch as was coined at Pondicherry; 
and that the Mogul’s revenues from all the countries of which Mr. Du¬ 
pleix was now appointed vicegerent flrould be remitted to him, who was 
to account for them to the Soubah; and Chunda-faheb was declared Na¬ 
bob of Arcot and its dependencies, under the authority of Mr. Dupleix. 
All the Mogul and Indian lords paid homage, and made prefents: pen- 
fions, titles of honour, and governments, were beftowedonthofe who had 
affifted in the revolution, or had otherwife merited favour: but he 
granted none of thefe to any, excepting fuch as prefented requefts iigned 
by the hand of Mr. Dupleix. 

The immediate advantages arifing to the French Eaft India company 
by thefe conceftions, were the po Hellion of a territory near Pondicherry 
producing annually 96000 rupees; of that near Karical in the kingdom 
of Tanjore, valued at 106,0003 and the city of Mafulipatnam with its 
dependencies, of which the yearly income amounted to 1 44,000 rupees; 
in all, a revenue of 38000 pounds fterling, according to the accounts 
publilhed by the French, which there is reafon to believe are greatly 
.extenuated. But thefe advantages were fmall in comparifon of tliofe 
which Mr, Dupleix expected to obtain from the extenfive authority 
with which he was now inverted; and altho’ not one of thefe grants could 
according to the conftitution of the Mogul empire, be of any validity, 
timlefs confirmed by the emperor, he, .without fcruple, aflumed them 
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1750. as lawful acquifitions: it is certain that, imperfect as they were, they 
ierved greatly to raife the reputation of his importance in the Car¬ 
natic, where the Sou bah of the fou them provinces is more re- 
fpe&ed than the Great Mogul liimfelf. Even Mahomed-ally ap¬ 
peared to be confounded by thefc conceffions ; and from Tritchino- 
poly, to which place he had efcaped with great difficulty, impower- 
ed the Morattoe, Raja Janogee, to treat with Mr. Dupleix for the fur- 
render of the city, and offered, as the French affirm with gr -at con¬ 
fidence in more than one memoir, to relinquifh his pretenlioris to the 
Nabobfhip of Arcot, provided Murzafa-jing would give him feme 
other government in the territory of Gol-condah, and leave him in 
poffeflion of his treafares, without demanding any account of his 
father An’war-odean Khan’s adrainillration. Mr. Dupleix agreed to 
thefe terms, and imagined that they would very loon be carried into 
execution: fo that nothing npw retarded the departure of Murzafa-jing 
to Gol-condah and Aureng-abad, where his prefence became every day 
more neceffiiry. As the power of Mr. Dupleix depended on the prefer- 
vation of this prince, whole government in a country fubjedl to fiich 
ludden revolutions, probably would not be free from commotions, he 
propofed that a body of French troops fhould accompany him until he 
was firmly eflablifhed in the foubahlhip j and from experience of the fer- 
viees they were capable of rendering, this offer was accepted without 
hesitation. 

The treafures offNazir-jing were computed at two millions Her]mg, 
and the jewels at 500,000 pounds: in the partition of this wealth, 
a provifion for the private fortune of Mr. Dupleix was not neglected, 
notwithftanding the offer which he had made in the conference with the 
Pitan Nabobs to relinquifh all pretenfions to any fuch advantage by the 
revolution; for, befides many valuable jewels, itisfaid, that he received 
y 00,000 pounds in money. Murzafa-jing gave 50,000 pounds to be 
divided among the officers and troops who had fought at the battle of 
Gingee, and paid. 50,000 pounds more into the treafury of the French 
company, for the expences they had incurred in the war. The 
long experience of Shanavaze Khan in the admin titration of the 
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Decan rendering his knowledge neceffary to the inftru&ion of a new 
regency, he was invited by Murza facing to enter into his fervice, and 
came from Chittapet and made his fubmiffion. 

Mr. Dupleix and Murzafa-jing feparated with profeffions of mutual 
gratitude and attachment, and the army left the neighbourhood of Pon¬ 
dicherry on the 4th of January ; the French detachment was com¬ 
manded by Mr. Buffy, and confiftedof 300 Europeans, and 2000 Se¬ 
poys, with ten field pieces. The march was continued without inter¬ 
ruption until the latter end of the month, when they arrived in the terri¬ 
tory of Cudapah, about fixty leagues from Pondicherry, There fome 
ftraggling liorfemen quarrelled with the inhabitants of a village, and, 
with the ufual licentioufnefs of the cavalry of Indoftan, fet fire not only 
to that, but likewife to two or three other villages in the neighbourhood. 
The Nabob of Cudapah, pretending to be greatly exajperated by this 
outrage, ordered a body of his troops to revenge it, by attacking the , 
rear-guard of Murzafa-jing’s diviiion. A fkirmifh enfued, and the 
troops of Cudapah, overpowered by numbers, retreated to their main body. 
Their attack, whether by.chance or defign is uncertain, had been directed 
againft that part of the army which efcorted the women; fo that this 
defiance was aggravated by the moll flagrant affront that the dignity of 
an Indian prince could receive : for the perfons of women of rank are 
deemed facred, -even in war. Murzafa-jing no fooner heard of this m- 
fult, than he ordered his whole army to halt, put himfelf at the head 
of a large body of troops, and prepared to march againft the Na¬ 
bob of Cudapah. Mr. BulTv, who had been inftrudted to avoid, if 
poffible, all occafions of committing hoftilities in the rout -to Gol- 
condah, interpofed, and with much difficulty prevailed on him to fuf- 
pend his refentment, until the Nabob ffiould explain the reafons of his 
■conduit. Meffiengers were fent both from Murzafa-jing and Mr. Buffy: 
to thofe of Murzafa-jing the Nabob of Cudapah anfwered, that he 
waited for their mafter fword in hand; but to Mr. Buffy he fent word, 
that he was ready to make fubmiffions to the Soubah through his medi¬ 
ation. The difference of thefe anfwers flung this prince to the quick, 
and nothing could now flop him from proceeding to take inftant revenge. 
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He told Mr. Buflfy, who Hill attempted to calm him, that every Pitan in 
his army was a traitor born; and in a very few minutes the truth of his 
afTertion was confirmed : for his fpies brought intelligence, that the 
troops of all the three Nabobs were drawn up together in battle-array ; 
that they were ported to defend a defile which lay in the road of the 
army, and thatfeveral ports leading to the defile were defended by can¬ 
non, which had been brought thither fome days before. Theie prepara¬ 
tions left no doubt that the rebellion of the Nabobs was premeditated ; 
and indeed they had began to concert it from the very hour that they 
had taken the-oath of allegiance in Pondicherry. Murzafa-jing, in 
full march at the head of his cavalry, grew impatient of the flow 
pace of the French battalion, and hurried away to attack the re¬ 
bels without their afliftance. The Pitan Nabobs had in their fervice 
many of their own countrymen, who, although much inferior in 
number, flood the lhoek with great intrepidity, and had even repulfed 
his troops before Mr. Bufly came up. The fire of the French artillery, 
after ‘a fevere daughter, changed the fortune of the day, and obliged the 
Pitans to retreat; when Murzafa-jing, irritated by the repulfe he had 
fnftained, rallied his troops, and heedlefs of the remonftrances of Mr. 
Bufly, purfued the fugitives, and left once more the French battalion be¬ 
hind, who endeavoured to keep in fight of him, but in vain: they foon 
after came up to Pome of his troops, who were cutting to pieces the body 
of the Nabob of Savanore dead on the ground. The Nabob of 
Cudapah had lied out of the field defperately wounded, and in pur¬ 
ging him, Murzafa-jing came up with the Nabob of Canoul, who 
finding he could not efcape, turned with the handful of troops that fur- 
rounded him, and pulhed on towards the elephant of his enemy. Exas¬ 
perated by this defiance, the young prince made a fign to his troops to 
leave the perfon of the Nabob to be attacked by hiinfelf. The two 
elephants were driven up clofe to each other, and Murzafa-jing 
had his fword uplifted to ftrike, when his antagonift thrufting his 
javelin, drove the point through his forehead into the brain; he fell 
back dead: a thousand arms were aimed at the Nabob, who was in 
the fame Inftant mortally wounded; and the troops, not fatisfied with 
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this atonement, fell with fury on thofe of the Nabob, whom they foon 
overpowered, and cut to pieces. The French battalion was preparing 
to hail them returning from the field with acclamations of vi&ory,when 
the news of Murzafa-jing’s fate flruck them with the deepeft confter- 
nation. They immediately marched back to the camp, which they 
found in the utmoft confufion; for large arrears of pay were due to the 
army5 and it was to be apprehended that the foldiery would mutiny 
and plunder, and every general fufpeQ.ed all the others of finifter in¬ 
tentions. 

But this difafter affetled no intereft more fcverely than that of the 
French; for by it were annihilated alt the advantages which were 
gained by the murder of Nazir-jing: and Mr. Bully was left without 
preteniions to interfere any farther in the concerns of the Decan. This 
officer faw all the defperate confequences of his prefent fituation without 
lofiug his prefence of mind:' he afiembled the generals and minifters, 
and found them as ready as himfelf to admit of any expedient by which 
the lofs of their fovereign might be repaired. Bolides the fon of Mur- 
zafa-jing, an infant, there were in the camp three brothers of Nazir-jing, 
whom that prince had brought into the Carnatic under ftritt confine¬ 
ment, to prevent their engaging in revolts during his ablence; and 
after his death they were continued under the fame reftraint by Murzafa- 
iing. Mr. Buffy propofed, that the vacant dignity of Soubah fliould 
be conferred on the eldeft of the brothers, by name Salabat-jing ; 
and the generals, from a fenfe of the convullions to which the reign 
of a minor would be expofed, readily acquiefced to the exchifion of 
Murzafa-jing’s fon, and unanimoufiy approved of Mr. Buffy’s ad¬ 
vice. It was immediately carried into execution, the three princes 
were releafed from their confinement, and Salabat-jing was proclaim¬ 
ed Soubah of the Decan, with the univerfal confent of the army. 
His elevation, and the fignal cataftrophe of this day, in which three 
of the confpirators of Nazir-jing’s death fell in battle fighting 
againft each other, were regarded as a retribution of the divine 
juflice. 




Mr. 


i66 


The War of Coromandel. 


Book TI, 


“R /T . I ? /Tl . ! n JiT. 7k M 1 Aht\ 1 OI TI* rtf 1 O I'ftTTrtlnf trtn n %~l vl 



agreed to confirm all the cefiions made by his predeceffor, and to give 
ftill greater advantages to the French nation. On thele conditions, Mr. 
Dupleix acknowledged his right to the Soubahfhip, with as much ardor 
as he had aflerted that of Murzafa-jing; and as fbon as this approba¬ 
tion was received, the army left the country of Cudapah, and continued 
its march to Gol-condah. 


End of the Second Book. 
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T H E nations of Coromandel, accuftomed to fee Europeans af- 
fuming no other character than that of merchants, and pay¬ 
ing as much homage to the Mogul government as was exaCted 
from tliemfelves, were aftonifhed at the rapid progrefs of the French 
arms, and beheld with admiration the abilities of Mr. Dupleix, who 
had (hewn himfelf at once as great an adept in the politics of In- 
doftan, as if he had been educated a Mahomedan lord at the court 
of Delhi : knowing the rivalfhip which exifted between the two 
nations, they were equally furprized at the indolence of the Englifh, 
who, fince the retreat of their troops from Mahomed-ally at Trivadi, 
had taken no mcafures to interrupt the progrefs of his fchemes ; 
and indeed this inactivity, at fo critical a conjuncture, is difficult to 
be accounted for, unlefs it be imputed to their dread of engag-. 
ing, without authority from England, in open hoftilities againft the 
French immediately after the conclufion of a general peace in Europe. 
Whatever might be the motives, their difpoiition to remain in peace 
was fo great, that major Lawrence himfelf, who commanded the troops, 
and had great influence in their councils, left Fort St. David on fome 
private concerns, and failed for England in the month of October. The 
affiiflination of Nazir-jing and its conlcquences overwhelmed them 
with afbnUhment, and made them fenfible, when too late, of the errors 
they had committed in not continuing a body of their troops with the 
army of that prince. There remained, even after his death, a means 
of fnatching from the conquerors their laurels, and flic fruits of their 
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victory ; for Murzafa-jing, with his uncle’s treasures, moved from Gin- 
gee wit i only a detachment of his own army, and 300 of the French 
troops, who marching without apprehension of danger, obferved little 
military order: Mr. Benjamin Robins, at that time juft arrived from 
ngland to luperintend die company’s fortifications as engineer-general 
pi opo l * to the goves nor, Mr. Saunders, that 800 Europeans fiiould 
march out and attack them in their return: difeovering in this advice the 
mme fagacity which had diffinguiffied his peculations in the abftrufer 
iciences, and which renders his name an honour to our country; for there 
is the greateft probability that the attack, if well conduced, would have 
fucceeded, and the treaiurcs of Nazir-jing have been carried to Fort St. 
David, in (lead of Pondicherry. Mr.'Saunders much approved the proiefl 
but when Captain Cope, the commander of the troops, propofed it to 
the officers, they unammoufiy declared it rafh and impracticable. 

Mahomed-ally, flill more perplexed and difpirited than the Engliih 
had no hopes of prelection but in their affiftance, which he preffiiHy 
o hcited at the fame time that he was capitulating with Mr. Dupleix for 
the furrender of Tritchinopoly: and the Englilh, apprehenfive of the 
•conclulion of fuch a treaty, winch would have left them without any 
pretence to oppofe Mr. Dupleix and Chunda-faheb, at laft took the 
rei'olution of lending once more to Tritchi nopoly a detachment to en 
courage Mahomed-ally to defend the city j it confifted of 280 Europeans 

with 300 Sepoys, who arrived there under the command of captain Cone 
in the beginning of February. 1 P 

About the lame time Chunda-faheb marched from Pondicherry with 
an army of 8000 men, horfe and foot, which lie had levied in the 
province, joined by a battalion of 800 Europeans; and with this force 
proceeded to Arcot, where he received homage as Nabob ; and there 
was feapee a flrong hold to the north of the river Coleroon of which the 
governor did not acknowledge his fovereigntv. Morbz-ally of Velore 
who had temporized, and affedfced obedience to Nazir-jing from the time 
that prince entered the Carnatic, immediately after his death reaflum- 
«cd his connexion with his relation Chunda-faheb, and was the firft 

to reacknowledge him; and his example determined mod of die other 
chief®. 
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The countries lying between the Coleroon and the extremity of 
the peninfula did not openly throw off their allegiance to Mahomed-ally, 
but were lukewarm in his interefls: he therefore fent 2500 horfe, and 
3000 Peans, under the command of his brother Abdul-raliim, together 
with a detachment of 30 Europeans, to fettle the government of Tini- 
velly, a city lying 160 miles to the fouth of Tritchinopoly, and capital 
of a territory which extends to cape Comorin. Abdul-rahim met with 
no refiftance from the people of the country, but found it difficult to 
reftrain his troops from revolt j for moft of the officers being renters, 
were indebted to their prince as much as lie was indebted to their fol- 
diers, and expected as the price of their defection that Chunda-faheb 
would not only remit what they owed to the government, but likewife 
furnifh money for the pay of their troops. However, great promifes, 
and the vigilance of lieutenant Innis, who commanded the Englifli de¬ 
tachment, prevented them from carrying their fcliemes into execution ; 
but the fame fpirit of revolt manifefted itfelf more openly in another 
part of Mahomed-ally’s dominions. 

Alium Khan, a foldier of fortune, who had formerly been in the 
fervice of Chunda-faheb, and afterwards in that of the king of Tanjore, 
had lately left this prince and came to Madura, where his reputation as 
an excellent officer foon gained him influence and refpedt, which he em¬ 
ployed to corrupt the garrifon, and fucceeded fo well, that the troops 
created him governor, and confented to maintain the city under his au¬ 
thority for Chunda-faheb, whom lie acknowledged as his fovereign. 

The country of Madura lies between thofe of Tritchinopoly and Ti- 
nivelly, and is as extenfive as either of them. The city was in ancient 
times the r evidence of a prince who was fovereign of all the three. Its 
form is nearly a fquare 4000 yards in circumference, fortified with a 
double wall and a ditch. The lofs of this place, by cutting off the com¬ 
munication between Tritchinopoly and the countries of Tinivelly, de¬ 
prived Mahomed-ally of more than one half of the dominions which 
at this time remained under his jiiriidi&ion. On receiving the news, 
captain Cope offered his fervice to retake it. His detachment was ill 
equipped for a fiege, for they had brought no battering cannon from 
Eon St. David, and there were but two ferviceable pieces in the city; 
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175F. with one of thefe, three field pieces, two cohorns, and 150 Europeans, 

' ’ ' he marched away, accompanied by 600 of the Nabob’s cavalry, com¬ 
manded by another of his brothers Abdul-wahab Khan j and on the 
day that they arrived in fight of Madura, they were joined by the army 
returning from Tinivelly. There were feveral large breaches in the 
outward wall; the gun fired through one of them on the inward wall, 
and in two days demolifhed a part of it, although not fufficient to 
make the breach acceffible without the help of fafcinesi. Difficult as it 
Was, it was neceflaiy either to ftorm it immediately, or to relinquifh 
the fiege, for all the fhot of the great gun were expended. The 
Sepoys, encouraged by a diftribution of fome money, and a promife of 
much more if the place fhould be taken, went to the attack with as much 
fpirit as the Europeans. The firft wall was paffed without refinance, 
and at the foot of the breach in the fecond appeared three champions, 
one of them a very bulky man in compleat armour, who fought man¬ 
fully with their fwords, and wounded feveral of the forlorn hope, but 
were at laft with difficulty killed. Whi-lft the troops were mounting 
the breach, they were feverely annoyed by arrows, /tones, and the fire 
of matchlocks; notwithstanding which they gained the parapet, where 
the enemy had oh each fide of the entrance raifed a mound of earth, 
on which they had laid horizontally fome palm trees feparated from 
each other, and through thefe intervals they thruft their pikes. At 
the bottom of the rampart within the wall, they had made a 
ftrong retrenchment, with a ditch ; and three or four thoufaard men ap¬ 
peared ready to defend this work with all kinds of arms. The troops, 
wounded by the pikes as fail as they mounted, were not able to keep 
polfeffion of the parapet, and after fighting until ninety men were dis¬ 
abled, relinquifhed the attack. Four Europeans were killed: the Se¬ 
poys futTered more, and four of their captains were defperately wounded. 
The next day captain Cope prepared to return to Tritchinopoly, and 
blew the cannon to pieces, for want of means to carry it away. The 
-troops of Mahomed-ally, encouraged by this repulfe, no longer con- 
'cealcd their dififaffedion, and 500 horfe, with 1000 Peons, went over 
-to Allum Khan before the Englifh broke up their camp, and two or 
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three days after near 2000 more horfemen deferted likewise to the 1751. 

enemy. At the fame time that the army and dominions ol Mahomed- 1 v ' 

ally were thus reduced, he received advice that Chunda-faheb was pre¬ 
paring to march from Arcot to befiege Tritchinopoly j he now more 
itrenuoufly reprefented his difirefles to the prefidency of Fort St. David, 
offering to give the company a territory of confiderable revenue conti¬ 
guous to the bounds of Madrafs, and promifing tikewife to defray all 
the expences of their aflifiance. 

It was the time of harveft, which on the coaft of Coromandel is 
divided equally between the lord of the land and the cultivator ; and 
Mr.Dupleix affected to diftinguifhhis new acquifitions, by ordering final! 
white flags to be planted alinoft in every field to which he laid claim : 
thele flags were feen from Fort St. David extending round the bounds, 
and fome of them were even planted within the company’s territory 
the infolence o-f thefe marks of fovereignty flung the Englifti, and rouzed 
them from .their lethargy: they concluded that Mr. Dupleix, from the . 
fame fpirit of dominion, would not fail to impofc extravagant duties on 
their trade palling through the countries of which he had taken poffef- 
fion; and this reflection convincing them that their own ruin would 
be blended with that of Mahomed-all'y, they determined to accept 
the offers he made, and to fupport his caufe to the utmoft of their 
power. 

I11 the beginning of April a body of 500 Europeans, of which 50 were 
cavalry, and 100 Caffres, jooo Sepoys, with eight field pieces, took 
the field under the command of captain Gingen, who was ordered to 
remain near Fort St. David until he Ihould be joined by Mahomed-ally’s 
troops from Tritchinopoly: for the Englifti were determined not to ap¬ 
pear as principals in the war. After waiting fix weeks, captain Gingen 
was joined by 600 horfe and j 000 Peons ; he then proceeded to the 
weftward, and came in fight of Verdachelum, a large and flrong pagoda 
garrifoned by 300 of Chunda-faheb’s troops : this place is fituated 40 
miles from the coaft, and commands the high road j the redudion of 
it was therefore necefiary to preferve the communication with Fort St. 

David : the garrifon were fummoned by the Nabob’s officer to deliver 
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1751. lip the place: they refilled, and mann’d the walls.. The Englilh troops, 

' 1 ' under cover of a bank, fired at them for lome hours, but finding 

that this attack made little impreflion, they prepared towards even¬ 
ing to make a general affault, when the fight of the foaling ladders in¬ 
duced the governor to fiirrender. Leaving a garrilbn of twenty Euro¬ 
peans and fifty Sepoys in the pagoda, they continued their march to the 
weft ward, and were foon after joined by 100 Europeans detached by 
captain Cope from Tritchinopoly, and 2000 horfe, with 2000 foot, 
the remainder of the Nabob’s troops, under the command of his brother 
Abdul-wahab Khan. 

The army, after this juuaion came in fight of that of Chunda- 
fiiheb, which lay encamped in the neighbourhood of Vol-condah. 
This is a very ftrong fortrefs, 90 miles from the coaft, fituated 
in the great road between Arcot and Tritchinopoly: its princi¬ 
pal defence is a rock 200 feet high, and about a mile in circum¬ 
ference at the bottom, where it is enclofed by a high and ftrong 
wall, moftlv cut out of the folid rock j near the fummit it is en¬ 
clofed by another wall, and the fummit itfelf is furrounded by a 
third : adjoining to the eaftern fide of the rock, on the plain, is a 
fort built of flone, contiguous to which lies a town flenderlyfortified with 
a mud wall. The river Val-aru, after running due eaft, forms an angle 
about a mile to the north of Vol-condah, where it turns to the fouth, 
and in this direction paffes clofe by the weftern fide of the rock, and 
winding round it, reafiumes its courfe to the eaftward along the fouthern 
fide of the fort and town, Captain Cingen encamped in a large grove 
about a mile and half to the fouthweft of Vol-condah : and in this 
fituation the advanced guards were in fight of thole of Chunda-faheb, 
Whofe carnp lay about four miles to the north of that part of the river 
which runs eaft before it ftrikes to the fouth. Here he had been fome 
■flays endeavouring to perluade the governor to put him in pofTefTion of 
the fort; and Abdul-wahab Khan, equally fenfible of the importance 
of the place, made offers likewife to induce him to deliver it up to Ma- 
homed-ally. The man knowing the advantage of his poft, had given 
hvafive anfwers to Chunda-faheb j and replied to Abdul-wahab Khan, 
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that he waited to fee a battle before he gave up his fort to cither; but 175 T * 

neverthelefs he entered into a negotiation with both, which lafted a fort¬ 
night, and during this time neither of the armies made any motion : at 
length captain G ingen, irritated by his prevarications, determined to 
treat him as an enemy ; hut before he proceeded to hoftilities, polled the 
army about a mile to the north-weft of the rock of Vol-condah, where 
they were in readinefs to intercept the approach of Chunda-faheb; for it 
was not doubted that the governor would call him to his afliftance, as 
loon as he Ihould be attacked. This difpofition being made, a large 
detachment of Europeans and Sepoys marched about nine in the even¬ 
ing, who ealily got over the mud-wall, and then fetting fire to the 
town, advanced to the ftone fort; but this they found too ftrong to be 
affaulted before a breach was made, and therefore returned to the 
camp. The governor, as was forei'een, immediately fent a meffenger to 
acquaint Chunda-faheb that he was ready to admit his troops into the 
place. 

The next morning, at break of day, the French battalion was dis¬ 
covered marching towards the rock along the bed of the river, which 
was a 1 moil dry ; and the Indian army of Chunda-faheb, which had 
been augmented at Arcot to i 2000 horfe and 5000 Sepoys, appeared at 
the fame time. Notwithftanding thele motions, the Engl ill 1 officers 
wafted fo much time in deliberation, that the French battalion ar¬ 
rived near the foot of the rock, and formed before any attempt was 
made to intercept them ; when too late, it was determined to give the 
enemy battle. The troops had perceived the hefitations of the council 
of war, and were fo much affected by them that they marched to the 
enemy with irrefolution. As they approached, a cannonade enfued, and 
a fhot llruck one of the French tumbrils, which blowing up wounded 
fomeof their Europeans, and frightened lb much a hundred more, who 
were polled near it, that they ran away with Mr. d’Auteuil at their 
head to the fort of Vol-condah, where they were admitted; and from 
hence they immediately began to fire from 14 pieces of cannon upon the 
Engliih battalion,,,»This unexpected cannonade, notwithftanding that 
moil of their Ihot flew too high, flung the troops into diforder, and fome 
< of the officers likewife difeovering fear, the whole battalion were feized 
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1751. with a panic. The captains Gingen, Dalton, Kilpatrick, and lieu- 
tenant Clive, endeavoured to rally them, but in vain; for they retreat¬ 
ed in great eonfufion, without flopping until they reached the camp. 
Abdul-wahab Khan rode up and upbraided them in theflrongeffc terms for 
their cowardice, bidding them take example from his own troops, who 
flill flood their ground: and to compleat the fhame of this day, the 
company of Caffres remained likewife on the field for fome time, and 
then marched off in good order, bringing away the dead and wounded. 
Had they behaved with common refolutiorr, the enemy would pro¬ 
bably have been defeated; for Abdul-wahab Khan had prevailed on one 
of their generals, who commanded 4000 horfe, to come over to him on 
the field of battle, which body was obferved to feparate from the reft 
as the enemy approached ; and this .appearance of defection flung 
Chunda-faheb into fuch perplexity, that he did not venture to pur- 
fue the Englifh, over whom he would otherwife have had ever)' ad¬ 
vantage. 

The panic did not ceafe with the day, but operated fo flrongly, 
that captain Gingen, to avoid vrorfe coniequences, determined to remove 
the troops from the fight of an enemy they fo much dreaded, and at 
midnight broke up the camp, and marching with great expedition in 
the road leading to Tritchinopoly, arrived the next evening at the 
flreights of Utatoor, diflant about 25 miles from that city : a part of 
the range of mountains which bounds the province of Arcot to the 
weft ward, forms one fide of thefe flreights, and fome hills about a mile 
to the eaft, the otherthe ground for feveral miles farther eaftward is 
covered with rocks, which render it impaffable to an army encumbered 
with carriages. The company of grenadiers confifting of 100 men, to¬ 
gether with 100 Caffres and Topaffes, with two field pieces, were left 
under the command of captain Dalton, in a village at the entrance of the 
flreights: the main body encamped in the valley; and in order to fecure 
the rear of the camp, fome Europeans were placed in the fort of Uta¬ 
toor, which lies about two miles Couth of the flreights. 

The next day the enemy took the fame rout, and for the conveniency 
of water halted about eight miles from the flreights. A few days 
after about 100 of their horfe appeared in fight of the village, 

riding 


Book III. History of the Carnatic. 

riding about and flourifhing their fabres in defiance: captain Gin- 
gen, with feveral of the principal officers of the battalion; happened 
at this time to be there, who were fo much offended at this bra¬ 
vado, that feven of them mounted their horfes, arid faliied with 12 
troopers and ■ oc Sepoys to attack the party: they retreated as theEnglifh 
approached, fometi mes halting as if they intended to ftand the {hock, and 
in this manner led them three miles from the village, when they gal¬ 
loped away at full fpeed and difappeared. The Englifh had not pro¬ 
ceeded a mile in their return to the camp, when they difcovered a 
body of near 3000 horfe coming out of a neighbouring thicket, where 
they were polled in ambufcade, and from hence had detached the party 
•which appeared at the village. The Sepoys were ordered to difperfc, 
and the horfemeh forming into a compact body, pufhed forwards 
fo brifkly, that only four or five of the enemy’s fquadrons had time 
to fling themfelves in their way : thefe were attacked fword in hand, 
and the troops cut their way through, but not without the lofs of 
lieutenant Mafkelyne and three troopers, who were made prifoners ; the 
reft gained the village; but all the- Sepoys were either killed or 
taken. Mr. Malkelyne was foon after releafed by Chunda-faheb, 
to whom he gave his-parole; for the French, who were at this time as 
cautious as the Engliflr of appearing principals in the war, affefted to 
have no authority over the prifoners. The ill fuccefs of this ineonfide- 
rate excurlion, encreaied the diffidence which the foldiers entertained 
-of their officers ; who began like wife to difagree aniongft themfelves, 
.concurring in nothing but in thinking that the enemy were much too 
ftrong for them. 

The next day Chunda-faheb encamped withiin Five miles of the village, 
and employed two days in reconnoitring the ground quite up to the 
{freights. On the third, the i 3th of July, their whole army was difco¬ 
vered advancing in battle-array. Several parties of cavalry preceded the 
line, and came on each flank of the village; and foon after appeared a 
■body of 4000 Sepoys with feven pieces of cannon, fupported by a com- 
-pany of 100 Topafles; thefe marched up {lowly and in good order: 
:the cavalry brought up the rear; and were foon after rejoined by the 
•other parties which had been fent forward, excepting a few fquadrons 
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which galloped on, and Rationed themfelves between the -village and the 
{freights. Captain Dalton had began to fire from his two field pieces, 
when he received orders to quit his poft, and join the main body, which 
had advanced a little way from the camp to favour his retreat: the 
near approach of the enemy now rendered the execution of this order 
liable to many difficulties ; however, to conceal his intentions from 
them as long as poffible, he firft drew up the greateft part of his de¬ 
tachment out of their light behind the village, and then ordered 
the two field pieces to be fent to him; after which the reft of 
the detachment marched through the village and joined him. Thus 
the whole body formed before the enemy diicovcred their inten¬ 
tion : as foon as they were convinced of it, their Sepoys rufhed through 
the village, and began to fire from the huts on the rear of the Englilh 
party, who had fcarcely got out of reach of this fire, when the enemy’s- 
whole cavalry, divided into two bodies, came galloping round each fide 
of the village, and furrounded them: the men did not lofe courage, 
and by a heavy fire obliged them to retreat into the village. The 
detachment moving fiowly on toward the camp, had not proceeded far 
before the enemy, horfe and foot, returned to the charge, and fur- 
rounded them again. The Caffres, Topafles, and a platoon of Euro¬ 
peans kept up a conftant fire, whilft the grenadiers continually 
prefented and recovered their arms, preferving"their fire for the laft 
extremity; and by this reierve conftantly deterred the cavalry from 
charging: in this manner they made their retreat good to the 
entrance of the ftreights, where the ground being rocky, hindered 
the enemy’s horfe from continuing in compact fquadrons. The de¬ 
tachment, now reinforced by two platoons from the main body, halted 
more frequently, giving their whole fire at once, and joined their army 
in good order, bringing off their killed and wounded, which were fifteen 
men. The enemy following them, were infeniibly led within a 
fmall diftance of the whole force now united with eight pieces of 
cannon in front; they at firft appeared determined to ftand their ground, 
and bring on a general action; but finding themfelves feverely galled by 
the artillery, which, together with the whole line, advanced upon 
them, they gave way, and loft 300 men before they got out of cannon- 
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Hiot: tlieir cannon were ill ferved, and did but little damage, and the 1751, 
French battalion never appeared until the firing ceaied, when.they were 
dHoovered taking poflefllon.'of the village, in the rear of which-the reft 
of the army like wile pitched their tents, 

Altho’ die pod i 11 the (heights, was deemed defenfible, it was feared from 
the great fuperiority of Chunda-fahcb’s cavalry and Sepoys, that he would 
detach a body of men, and poft it between the camp and Tritchinopoly, 
from which city the army drew all its provifions acrofs the two largeft 
rivers in the Carnatic. From this apprelienfion it was determined to 
retreat without delay, and the army decamped fdently in the night ; 
they never halted till two the next day, fatigued to excels with a 
march of eighteen hours, performed without refreshment in the hotteft 
feafon of this fultry climate, and after the fatigues they had endured in the 
aft ion of the preceding day. Luckily the enemy’s cavalry were fo dil'pirited 
with the lofs they then fuftained, that they never attempted to interrupt 
the retreat: they however followed at a diftance, and before night 
took poft within three miles of the army, which was now arrived within 
fight of Tritchinopoly, and encamped clofe to the northern bank of the 
Coleroon. 

This river is a principal arm of another called the Caveri, which has 
its fource in the mountains within thirty miles of Mangalore on the 
coaft of Malabar,'and palling through the kingdom of Myfore, runs 
400 miles before it reaches Tritchinopoly. About five miles to the 
north-weft of this city die Caveri divides itfelf into two principal arms. 

The northern is called the Coleroon, and difetobogues at Devi Co- 
tab: the other retains the name of Caveri; and about twenty miles to 
the eaftward of Tritchinopoly begins to fend forth feveral large branches, 
all of which pafs through the kingdom of Tanjore, and are the caufe 
of the great.fertility of tiiat country. For feveral miles after the fepa- 
. ration, the banks of the Coleroon and Caveri are in no part two miles 
afunderj in many fcarcely one ; and at Coiladdy, a fort fifteen miles 
to the eaft of Tritchinopoly, the two ftreams approach lo near to 
each other, that the people of the country have been obliged to fling up 
a large and ftrong mound of earth to keep them from uniting again. 

The long flip of land enclofed by the two channels between Coiladdy and 
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1751. the place where the two ftr earns fir ft feparate, is called the ifland of 

' v ' Seringham, famous throughout Indoftan for the great pagoda from which 
it derives its name. This temple is fituated about a mile from the 
weftern extremity of the ifland, at a fmall diftance from the bank of the 
Coleroon ; it is compofed of feven fquare inclofures, one within the 
other, the walls of which are 25 feet high, and four thick. Thefe in¬ 
clofures are 350 feet diftant from one another, and each has four large 
gates with a high tower; which are placed, one in the middle of each 
fide of the inclofure, and oppoflte to the four cardinal points. The 
outward wall is near four miles in circumference, and its gateway to 
the fouth is ornamented with pillars, feveral of which are Angle ftones 
3 3 feet long, and nearly five in diameter; and thofe which form the roof 
are ftill larger: in the inmoft inclofure are the chapels. About half a 
mile to the eaft of Seringham, and nearer to the Caveri than the Cole¬ 
roon is another large pagoda called Jumbakiftna: but this has 
only one inclofure. The extreme veneration in which Seringham is 
held, arifes from a belief that it contains that identical image of the 
god Wiftchnu, which ufed to be worfliipped by the god Brama, Pil¬ 
grims from all parts of the peninfula come here to obtain abfolution, 
and none come without an offering of money; and a large part of 
the revenue of the ifland is allotted for the maintenance of the Bramins 
who inhabit the pagoda; and thefe, with their families, formerly com¬ 
pofed a multitude, not lefs than ^c,ooo fouls, maintained without labour 
by the liberality of fuperftition, Here, as in all the other great pagodas 
of India, the Bramins live in a fubordination which knows no refinance, 
and {lumber in a voluptuoulhefs which knows no wants ; and, 
fenfible of the happinefs of their condition, they quit not the file nee of 
their retreats to mingle in the tumults of the ftate; nor point the brand, 
flaming from the altar, againft the authority of the fovereign, or the 
tranquility of the government. This repofe was now doomed to be 
much diftiirbed, and the temple to endure fuch pollutions as it had never 
before been expofed to. 

The Englifh battalion took pofleflion of Pitchandah, a fortified 
pagoda fituated on the northern bank of the Coleroon, about a mile 
to the eaft of Seringham ; the reft of the army encamped along the 

river 


j^ok III. History of thh Carkatic. 179 

'river near the pagoda. The camp was only accedible by the high 175 1 • 
road; for the reft of the ground was laid out in. rice fields, which 
being at this feafon overflowed, formed a morals not to be paffed by ca¬ 
valry : but the army foon found difficulties in getting provifions, which 
could now only be brought from the oppofite Ihore under the pro¬ 
tection of the guns of the camp, and it was feared that this diftrefs 
would be greatly increafed by the enemy’s lending a ftrong detachment 
acrofs the river to take poffellion of the great pagoda. It was therefore 
refolved to prevent them, and orders were given for the whole army to 
crois the river. 

The Coleroon, like all the other rivers on the coaft of Coromandel, 
is fubject to very fud-den. and unforefeen alterations, which depend on 
the rains that fall on the mountains of the Malabar coaft j fo that in 
the fpace of twenty-four hours it often, from being fordable, becomes 
almoft impaffable even by boats; and at this time it was fcarcely fordable, 
and very rapid. The ammunition and ftores were tranfported before 
day-light in two large flat boats, kept by the governor of Tritchino- 
poly to ferry over hori'es. The troops then followed with the field- 
pieces: and the retreat was not difcovered by the enemy until the laft 
boat, with four of the field pieces, was palling. This ftuck upon a land- 
bank, and the enemy brought down their guns, and cannonaded it j 
on which it was abandoned by the boatmen ; but the grenadiers, 
who formed the rear-guard, brought it off, and the whole army 
paffed without any other lofs than that of two or three tumbrils, and one 
fma 31 iron gun belonging to the Nabob. 

The Englifti troops, as well as thole of the Nabob, entered the 
pagoda, and were admitted with great reluctance into three of the firft 
inclofures, which affording room much more than fufficient for their 
reception, they complied with the earneft follicitations of the Bramins, 
imploring them to carry the ftain of their pollutions no nearer the ha¬ 
bitation of the idol. It was evident this poft might have been defended 
againft the enemy’s whole force, lince the cannon of Tritchinopoly and 
thofe in the pagoda were near enough to have kept the communication 
open: but thefpirit of retreat ftill foftronglypoffeffed the army, that they 
fufpeCted the outward wall of Seringham to be in a ruinous condition, 
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and thought the extent of it too great to be defended by fo fmall a force. 
Indeed the Englilh battalion was now reduced to 40o men, and the 
Nabob’s troops could not be depended on. It was therefore determined, 
as the laft refouree, to take fhelter under the walls of Tritchinopoly, 
and this refolution was put in execution two days after the army took 
poflcffion of Seringhatn. 

The city of Tritchinopoly lies about 90 miles Inland from the coaft, 
and is fituated within half a mile of the fouthern bank of the Caveri, and 
about a mile and a half fouth-eaft from Seri ngham. It is a parallelogram, 
of which the eaft and weft fides extend near 2000 yards, and the 
north and fouth about 1 200, It lias a double inclofure of walls, each of 
which are flanked by round towers, built at equal diftances from one 
another; the outward wall is 18 feet high, and about five feet thick, 
without rampart or parapet; the inward is much ftronger, being 30 feet 
high, with a rampart of ftone decrcafmg by large fteps from the ground 
to the top, where it is jo feet broad, and has a thin parapet of ftone 
about feven feet high, in which are loop holes to fire through. There is 
an interval between the two walls of 25 feet, and before the outward 
a ditch 30 feet wide and 12 deep, unequally fupplied with water at diffe¬ 
rent feafons, but never quite dry. In the northern part of the city Hands 
a rock 150 feet high, from which the adjacent country is difcovered for 
many miles round. 

The Englifh battalion encamped on the weft fide of the city clofe to 
the ditch, and the Nabob’s troops on the fouthern fide; captain Cope, 
with j 00 of the Europeans fent thither in the beginning of the year, re¬ 
mained within the walls. 

Chunda-faheb and the French took poffefficn of Seringham foon 
after it was evacuated by the Nabob’s army; and in the beginning of 
' Auguft -they lent a ftrong detachment to attack Colladdy, a mud fort 
about a mile to the eaft of the great bank which terminates the ifiand 
of Seringham, and the only poft which ftill held out for the 
Nabob. Captain Gingeii, informed of this motion, detached 20 Eu¬ 
ropeans and' 100 Sepoys, under the command of enfign Thifler, to 
reinforce the garrifon. This officer defended the fort very gallantly 
for feveral days, until it was fo fhattered as to be no longer tenable ; 
ihe then received orders to draw off liis men in the night; and a detach¬ 
ment 
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merit bi 200 Europeans were fen £ to poft thernielves oppofite to the 17 5 1 * 
fort on the iouthern bank of the Caveri, in order to cover his retreat: 
but the Sepoys, inftead of palling the river a few at a time, whilft the 
Europeans were firing from the wall to amufe the enemy, threw them- 
felves precipitately into the water all together, every one prefling to get 
over to the covering party as faft as h,e could. Their noife in this con- 
fufion dilcovered them to the enemy, who increased it by firing upon 
them, and at the fame time prepared to aflau.lt the fort; upon which 
the Europeans like wile 'plunged into the river, and throwing away their 
arms, with difficulty joined the covering party. This fuccefs de¬ 
termined Chunda-faheb to crofs the Caveri, and leaving a garrifon in 
Seringham, he encamped with the reft of his army to the eaft of 
Tritchmqgpjy. 

Tlie preftdency of Fort St. David law, with great anxiety, their efforts 
to fupport Mahomed-all y, fruftrated by the retreat of liis army out of 
the Carnatic, where he now no longer poffeffed a fingle diltrkft: and 
Verdachelum, the only fort to the north of the Coleroon which acknow¬ 
ledged him, was invefted by the troops of a neighbouring polygar. 

The fhips from Europe having brought fome recruits, a detachment of 
8o Europeans and 300 Sepoys, with a large convoy of ftores, were fent 
from Fort St. David in the middle of July to relieve it; but every good 
officer being already in the field, there remained none in the garrilbn to 
whom fuch a command could be prudently iutrufted. The governor 
Mr. Saunders therefore requefted Mr. Pigot, one of the council, and a 
man of refolution, to proceed with the detachment until it fhould be out 
of rifque of enemies, and then to fend it forward under the command 
of the military officer to Tritchmopoly. Lieutenant Clive likewife re- 
folved to accompany this detachment. This young man, foon after the 
•reduction of Devi-Cotah, had reaffirmed the mercantile lervice of the 
company, in which he firft went to India; and from that time had held 
the office of commiffary for fupplying the European troops with pro- 
vifions. In the profecution of this employment, as well as from 
his love of enterprize, he had accompanied the army from the be¬ 
ginning of this campaign, until they began to retreat before the 
enemy at Vol-condah. The detachment furprized the Polygar s troops at 
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171J r. midnight, who took flight at the firft fire, and the convoy entered Ver- 

' ' * dachelum without any lofs, From hence Mr. Pigot fent the detachment 

through the country of Tanjore to reinforce the battalion at Tritchinopoly, 
which they joined without interruption ; the French at this time not 
having eroded the Caveri. He then returned from Verdachelum to Fort 
St. David, accompanied by Mr. Clive, 12 Sepoys, and as many fervants: 
in their way they were fur rounded by the Poly gar’s troops, who with 
matchlocks harraffed this little party feme hours, and killed feven of the 
Sepoys, and feveral of the attendants. The ammunition of the reft 
being expended, they were ordered to difperfe, and Mr. Pigot and Clive 
faved therafeives by the fpeed of their horfes from a party of cavalry, 
who pur fried them feveral miles. 

In the middle of July the presidency prepared to fend another rein¬ 
forcement to Tritchinopoly, where the diicortfent which prevailed 
amongft the officers made it ncceffiary to remove feveral of them at a 
time when there were very few fit to fucceed to their pods : a captain’s 
commiffion was therefore given to Mr. Clive, who proceeded with a de¬ 
tachment into the country of Tanjore, where he was joined by another 
from Devi-Cotah, under the command of Captain Clarke, who took the 
command of the whole, which, united, confifted of only 100 Europeans, 
and 50 Sepoys, with one fmall field piece. The king of Tanjore, like 
all other Indian princes, cautious of declaring whilft the event remained 
doubtful, differed both the Englifh and French troops to march through 
his country to Tritchinopoly: and this being the only rout by which 
the Englifh from the fea-coad could now gain the city, the fort of Devi- 
Cotah began to acquire an importance not forefeen when they took it. 
The French detached fromCoiladdy 30 Europeans and 500 Sepoys, who 
came in fight of the Englifh party near the village of Condore, fituated 
ten miles to the north of Tanjore ; the high road led through the vil¬ 
lage, and both anxious to get poffefiion of it, entered it haftily at the 
fame time at different ends. A fkirmifh enfued, in which the French 
officer was defperately wounded, and 1 o of his Europeans were killed, 
on which the red with the Sepoys took flight; and the Englifh 
making a circuit of feveral miles to avoid the enemy s camp, arrived 
fafe at the city. 
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E. & O. E. ig thefereinforcements, the Englifli battalion at Tritchi- J 75 1 • 

__exceed 600 men; whereas the French had 900, and 

hunda-faheb outnumbered the Nabob’s ten to one. 

* the city indeed rendered the reduction of it very 
■ Nabob’s army, at the fame time that they were inca¬ 
pable ot retrieving his affairs, exhaufted his treafures, and his revenues 
were daily cut off by the enemy taking poffeffion of the countries which 
furnifhed them. 

Captain Clive, on his return from Tritcliinopoly in the beginning of 
Auguft, reprefcnted this htuation of affairs to the prefidency, and propofed, 
as the only refource, to attack the poffelfions of Chunda-faheb in the 
territory of Arcot; offering to lead the expedition himfelf, which he 
doubted not would caufe a diverfion of part of the enemy’s force from 
Tritcliinopoly. Fort St. David and Madrafs were left, the one with 
100, the other with lefs than 50 men, in order to fupply the greateft 
force that could be collected for this enterprize. The detachment, when 
compleated, never the lefs, conlifted of no more than 300 Sepoys and 
200 Europeans, with eight officers, fix of whom had never before been 
in adion, and four of thefe fix were young men in the mercantile fervice 
of the company, who, inflamed by his example, took up the fword to 
follow him. This handful of men, with only three field pieces for 
their artillery, marched from Madrafs on the 26th of Auguft, ana on 
the 29th arrived at Conjeveram, a confiderable town with a large pa¬ 
goda, lying about 40 miles inland, where they received intelligence 
that the fort of Arcot was garrifoned by noo men; on which captain 
Clive wrote to Madrafs, defiring that two i 8 pounders might be fent after 
him without delay. On the 3 1 ft he halted within 1 o miles of Arcot, 
where the enemy’s fpies reported, that they had difeovered the Englifli 
marching with unconcern through aviolent ftorm of thunder, lightning, 
and rain; and this circumftance, from their notions of omens, gave the 
garrifon lb high an opinion of the fortitude of the approaching enemy, 
that they inftantly abandoned the fort, and a few hours after the Englifli 
entered the city, which had no walls or defences; and marching through 
100,000 lpedtators, who gazed on them with admiration and refpe£t, 
took poffeffion of the fort, in which they found a large quantity of lead 
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and gun-powder, with 8 pieces of cannon, from 4 to 8 pounders. The 
merchants had, for fecurity, depofited in the fort effects to the value of 
j0,000 pounds, but thefe were punctually reftored to the owners; and 
this judicious abilemiouinefs conciliated many of the principal inhabitants 
to the Englifli interefh The fort was inhabited by 3 or 4000 perfons, 
who, at their own requeft, were permitted to remain in their dwellings. 

Captain Clive made it his firfl: care to collect fuch provifions and ma¬ 
terials as might enable him to fuftain a liege; and forefeeing that the 
enemy would loon recover from their fright, and return into the town, 
if he confined hhnfelf to the iort, determined to go in quefl of them: 
and on the 4th of September marched out with the greateft part of his 
men, and four field pieces : in the afternoon he difeovered the fugitive 
garrifon, confifting of 600 horfe and 500 foot, drawn up near Timery, 
a fort fituated 6 miles fouth-weft of the city. They had a field piece, 
managed by two or three Europeans, from which they fired at a great 
diflance, and killed a camel and wounded a Sepoy: but as foon as they 
faw the Englifli within mufket fhot, retreated to the hills in their rear; 
upon which the Englifli returned to the fort. 

The troops marched out again on the 6th, and found the enemy 
drawn up within gun-fliot of Timery, in a grove, incloied with a bank 
and a ditch; about 50 yards in front of which was a large tank, fur- 
rounded likewife with a bank much higher than that of the grove; but by 
age and neglect the tank itfelf was almofc chbaked up and dry. Their 
number now appeared to be 2000, and they had two field pieces, which 
fired fmartly as the Englifli advanced, and killed three Europeans; on 
which accident the line advanced more brifkly towards the enemy, who 
frightened by the vivacity of their approach, did not think themfelves 
fafe in the grove, but hurried with precipitation into the tank, and be¬ 
gan to fire from the banks, expofing io little of their bodies that die 
Englifli fire did no execution amongft them, whilft theirs wounded 
feveral of the Europeans and Sepoys. The troops were therefore ordered 
to move behind fame neighbouring buildings, from which enfign Glafs 
was foon after detached with a platoon of 40 men, to attack one fide 
of the tank, whilft another, under the command of lieutenant Bulkley, 
pufhed to attack the enemy in front. Both gained the banks, and gave 

their 
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their fire at the fame inftant, amongft numbers crowded together in the 
tank ; which immediately put them to flight. The troops then took 
pofTefTion of the village under the walls of the fort, and imnmoned 
the governor. Meflages paffed, during which his fpies difcovcred that 
the Englifli had no battering cannon, which intelligence determined 
him not to furrender. Several fhells were therefore thrown into the fort 
from a cohorn mortar, which proving ineffectual, the troops marched 
back to Arcot, and the enemy’s cavalry hovered round them as they re¬ 
treated, but kept out of the reach of their fire. 

The garrifon remained in the fort io days, diligently employed in 
many neceflary works; and the enemy, now augmented to 3000 men, 
imputing this intermiflion of their failles to fear, encamped within three 
miles of the town, giving out that they intended to befiege the fort. 
Captain Clive determined to take advantage of their fecurity; and on 
the 14th of September marched out, two hours after midnight, with 
the greatcft part of his garrifon, and entering their camp by fur prize, 
found them, as he expected, afleep. The troops beat up the camp 
from one end to the other, firing continually on numbers taking flight 
on all Tides with fiirieks and confufion; the terror was fo great that very 
few made ufe of their arms, and even thefe few, after a Tingle difeharge 
made at random, mingled with the reft of the fugitives; and when the 
day broke, none of them remained in fight. This fuccefs was obtained 
without the lofs of a man. 

The two 1 8 pounders, which had been demanded from Madrafs, with 
ibme military ftores, were at this time on the road, but efcorted only by 
a few Sepoys; and the enemy hoping to intercept them, fent a large de¬ 
tachment, which took pofl'effion of the great pagoda of Conjeveram : 
30 Europeans and 50 Sepoys, with a field piece, were fent from the fort 
to diflodge them, and on their arrival found the pagoda abandoned; the 
enemy having retreated to a fort in the neighbourhood, where they were 
continually reinforced from the main body. Much depending on the fafe 
arrival of the convoy, captain Clive, referring only 30 Europeans and 50 
Sepoys for the guard of the fort, fent all the reft to ftrengthen the de¬ 
tachment which efcorted it. On this the enemy changed their defign, and 
returned haflily to the city in expectation that an a flank made on the fort 
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during the abience of fo great a part of the garrlfon, would encourage the 
inhabitants to rife; and in this confidence, their whole force, horfe and 
foot, advanced as foon as it was dark, and furrounded the fort. Their 
mufketry, from the adjacent houfes, kept a continual fire upon the 
ramparts ; and this attack producing no effed, a large body of horfe 
and foot advanced promifcuoufly to the principal gate, endeavouring 
by outcries, and the noife of their military mufic, to confound the at¬ 
tention of the garrifon, from whom they fuftained feveral difcharges of 
mufketry without quitting their ground. At laft forae grenades were 
thrown amongft them, the explofion of which frightening the horfes, 
flungtheir cavalry into fuch confufionthat they galloped away, trampling 
over the foot: but within an hour they recovered their fpirits, and made 
fuch another attack at the other gate, where they were received and beaten 
oft as at the firft. Their infantry continued their fire until day-break, 
when the Englifii detachments, with the convoy, entered the town, upon 
which they abandoned it with precipitation. The inhabitants in the fort, 
fatisfied with the treatment they had received from the garrifon, be¬ 
trayed no fymptoms of infurre&ion during the attack. 

The acquiiition of the fort of Arcot foon produced the effect which 
had been expe&ed from it. Chunda-faheb detached 4000 of his troops, 
horfe- and foot, from Tritchinopoly, who in their rout were joined by 
his lbn Raja-faheb, with 150 Europeans from Pondicherry, and toge¬ 
ther with the troops already collected in the neighbourhood of Arcot, 
entered the city on the 23d of September, and Raja-faheb fixed his 
head-quarters in the palace of the Nabob. 

Captain Clive finding hhnfelf on the point of being clofely befieged, 
'determined to make one vigorous effort to drive the enemy out of the 
town, which, if it did not fucceed, might at leaft produce the good 
■effed of impreffing them with an opinion of the courage of his men. 
‘On the 24th at noon, the greateft part of the garrifon, with the four 
field pieces, fallied out of the north-weft gate: this faced a ftreet, which, 
-after continuing about feventy yards in a dired line to the north, 
turned off to the eaft, and formed another ftreet, at the end of which 
on the left hand was lituated the Nabob’s palace. This fronted another 
-ftreet, which ftriking to the fouth, continued on the eaftern fide of the 
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fort. The fquare Interval between thefe three ftreets and the northern wall 1751* 

of the fort was filled with buildings and inclofures. Captain Clive intending '— 

to place the enemy between two fires, ordered a platoon under the com¬ 
mand of enfignGIafs to march up the ftreet on the eaftern fide of the fort,, 
which led up to the palace, and advanced himfelf with the main body along 
the ftreet leading from the north-weft gate. The French troops, with four 
field pieces, were drawn up at the end of the crofs ftreet in front of the 
palace. Captain Clive’s party no fooner came in fight of them than a 
hot cannonade enfued in the crofs ftreet, at the diftance of only 3 o yards. 

The French in a few minutes were driven from their guns, and ran 
into the palace; but by this time the troops of Raja-faheb had taken pof- 
feftion of all the houfes in the ftreet; and lecureunder this cover, kept up 
a continual fire from their mufketry with fuch good aim, that [ 4 men, who- 
pufhedto bring away the French guns, were all either killed or wounded. 

There was on one fide of the ftreet a large Choultry *. thefe are buildings 
intended for the reception of travellers, covered and inclofed on three fides 
with walls,but open in front, where, infteadof a wall, the roof is fupported 
by pillars. Captain Clive, to preferve his men, relinquifhed the inten¬ 
tion of bringing off the enemy’s cannon, and ordered them to enter 
the Choultry ; from hence the artillery men ftepping out and retreating 
into it immediately after they had performed the fervices allotted to each 
of them, continued to load and fire their field pieces until they had re¬ 
coiled into the north ftreet. The troops then quitting the Choultry* 
joined their guns and proceeded to the fort without meeting any farther 
moleftation. EnfignGIafs’s platoon returned at the fame time: thefe had 
encountered and put to flight 3 or 4co of the enemy’s Sepoys, whom 
they found polled as an advanced guard in an inclolure adjoining to the 
ftreet through which they intended to pafs to the palace; where, by this 
interruption, they were prevented from arriving in time to render the fer- 
vice expected from them. The garrifon fuffered this day the lofs of 1 5 
Europeans, who were either killed on the fpot, or died afterwards of 
their wounds; amongft them was lieutenant Trenwith, who-perceiving 
a Sepoy from a window taking aim at captain Clive, pulled him on 
one fide, upon which the Sepoy, changing his aim, fiiot lieutenant 
Trenwith through the body. Lieutenant Revel, the only artillery officer, 
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1751. with 16 other men, was likewife difabled. This fally would be 
' ' condemned by the rules of war eftablifhed in Europe, for they for¬ 

bid the befieged to run fuch a rifque, unlefs they are affined of greatly 
outnumbering the party they attack; but it is not reafonable to drain the 
rules calculated for one fyflem, to the fervice of another differing fo 
widely from it, as the modes of war in Indoftan differ from thofe 
in Europe, 

The next day Raja-faheb was joined by 2000 men from Veloor, 
commanded by Mortiz-ally in perfon ; and took poffeffion of all the 
avenues leading to the fort, which feemcd little capable of ftiftain- 
• ing the impending fiege. Its extent was more than a mile in cir¬ 
cumference. The walls were in many places ruinous; the rampart too 
narrow to admit the firing of artillery; the parapet low and flight!y 
built; feveral of the towers were decayed, and none of them capable 
of receiving more than one piece of cannon; the ditch was in moft 
places fordable, in others dry, and in fome choaked up : there was 
between the foot of the walls and the ditch a fpace about i o feet 
broad, intended for a fauffebray, but this had no parapet at the fcarp 
of the ditch. The fort had two gates, one to the north-weft, the other 
to the eaft; both of which were large piles of mafonry projecting 40 
feet beyond the walls, and the paflage from thefe gates was, inf lead 
of a draw-bridge, a large caufeway croffmg the ditch. The garrifon 
had from their arrival employed themfelves indefatigably to remove and 
repair as many of thefe inconveniences and defeats as the fmallnefs of 
their numbers could attend to. They had endeavoured to burn down 
feveral of the ncareft houfes, but without fuccefs; for thefe having no 
wood-work in their conflr action, excepting the beams which fupported the 
ceiling, refilled the blaze: of thefe houfes the enemy’s infantry took pof¬ 
feffion, and began to lire upon the ramparts, and wounded feveral of the 
garrifon before night, when they retired. At midnight, enfign Glafs 
was feat with 1 o men, and fome barrels of gun-powder, to blow up 
two of the houfes which moft annoyed the fort. This party were let 
down by ropes over the walls, and entering the houfes without being 
dilcovered, made the explofion, but with fo little fkill that it did not 
produce the intended effeCt; at their return the rope, by which enfign 
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Glafs was getting into the fort, broke, and he was by the fall ren- 1751. 
dered incapable of farther duty; fo that, at the beginning of the liege, . * * 1 
the garrifon was deprived of the fervice of four of the eight officers who 
fet out on the expedition; for one was killed, two wounded, and another 
returned to Madrafs; and the troops fit for duty were diminifhed to 1 20 
Europeans and 200 Sepoys: thefe were befieged by 150 Europeans, 

2000 Sepoys, 3000 cavalry, and 5000 Peons. 

The ftore of provifion in the fort was onlyfulficient tofupply the garri¬ 
fon fixty days, which rendered it neceffary to fend away all the inhabitants, 
excepting a few artificers, and the enemy permitted them to pafs through 
their guards without moleftation: among!! thofe who remained was a 
mafon, who had for many years been employed in the fort; he gave 
information that there was an aqueduct under ground, known to very 
few, but which, if difcovered by the euemy, would enable them to drain 
the only refervoir of water in the fort: the man was rev r arded for this 
feafonable intelligence, and employed to prevent the mifchief, by choak- 
ing up a part of the aqueduct within the walls. For 14 days, the enemy, 
not yet furnifhetl with battering cannon, carried on the liege by firing 
from the houfes with mufketry, and a bombardment from four mortars. 

The bombardment did little damage, and to avoid the effect of the mul- 
ketry, none of the garrifon. were fuffered to appear on the ramparts, ex¬ 
cepting the few immediately neceffary to preventafiirprize j butnotwith- 
ftanding this precaution,feveral were killed, and more wounded: for the 
enemy, fecure in the houfes, and firing from relling-places, took fuch 
excellent aim, that they often hit a man when nothing blit his head ap¬ 
peared above the parapet; and in this manner three ferjeants were killed, 
who at different times fingly accompanied captain Clive in vifiting the 
works. Mortiz-ally, a few days after his arrival, pretended to be dif- 
fatisfied with Raja-faheb, and removed his troops to a different part of 
the city, from whence he fent a mefienger, inviting the garrifon to make 
a Tally on the quarters of Rajah-faheb, in which he offered to affift them 
with his whole force. Captain Clive mifixulled his profclfions, but con- 
fidering the advantage of keeping fuch a number of the enemy’s troops 
inactive, pretended to. approve of the propofal, and carried on for feveral 
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1751. days a correfponden.ce, until Mortiz-ally, fiifpe&ing his fcheme was de- 
v ■ ' tedded, rejoined the army. 

On the 24th of October, the French troops received from Pondi¬ 
cherry two i 8 pounders, and feven pieces of fmailer calibre, and imme¬ 
diately opened a battery to the north-weld, which was fo well ferved, 
that their very firft fhot dilmounted one of the 18 pounders in the fort, 
and the next entirely difabled it. The garrifon mounted the other 
18 pounder; and this, after a few fhot, was likewife demounted: after 
which it was employed only in fueh parts of the fort, where it was 
not expofed to the enemy’s artillery. The three field pieces were like- 
wife cautioully referved to repulfe the enemy when they fiiould ftorm; 
fo that their battery firing without much oppofition, in fix days beat 
down all the wall lying between two towers, and made a practicable breach 
of fifty feet. In the mean time the garrifon were employed in making 
works to defend it; a trench was dug juft under the rampart, and be¬ 
hind that at fome diftance another; both of which were fcattered with 
crows feet, and behind them the wall of a houfe was pulled down to the 
heighth of a breaft-work; from whence a row of pallifadoes was carried 
along on each end of both trenches, and continued up the rampart to 
the parapet. A field piece was planted on one of the towers which 
flanked the breach without, and two fmall pieces of cannon on the flat 
roof of a houfe within the fort, oppolite to the entrance. In thefe em¬ 
ployments, as indeed in all others, the officers contributed their labour 
equally with the common men; and the enemy, informed of tliefe pre¬ 
parations to defend the breach, did not think it fife to attack it before 
they had made another: they had by this time burft one of their 
18 pounders, and removed the 'other, with one nine pounder, to a bat¬ 
tery which they created to the fouth-weft. 

The garrifon intending to convince Raja-faheb that they were in a 
condition to execute even labours not indifpenfibly neceflary, thickened 
the higheft tower of the ramparts, and then raifed on the top of it a 
mound of earth to filch a heighth as commanded the palace over the 
interjacent houies. On the top of this mound they hoifted a vaft piece 
of cannon, feat, according to the tradition of the fort, from Delhi, 
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by Aureng-zebe, and faid to have been drawn by i coo yoke of oxen. 
There were feveral iron balls belonging to it, each weighing 72 pounds. 
The cannon was laid on the mound, and loaded with 30 pounds of 
powder, which was fired by a train carried to a confiderable diftahce on 
the ground. The ihot went through the palace, to the no fmall terror 
of Rajah-faheb and his principal officers; and as this was the only effect 
intended, the cannon was fired only once in the day, at the time when 
the officers affembled at the head-quarters: on the fourth day it burft. 

The enemy, as if they intended to retaliate this affront, filled up a 
large lioufe, which commanded the eafterngate, with earth well ramm’d 
down, and upon this bafe railed a fquare mound of earth to fuch a 
heighth as commanded not only the gate, but like wife every part within 
the fort: from hence they intended to fire on the rampart with mufketry 
and two fmall pieces of cannon. They were fuffered to go on with their 
work until they had compleated it and mounted the cannon, when the 
garrifon began to fire from the referred 1 b pounder, and in lefs than an 
hour the mound gave way and tumbled at once with 50 men ftationed 
on it; fome of whom were killed, and many difabled. 

Notwithftanding the numbers of the enemy’s guards which fnrrounded 
the fort, the garrifon, by means of able fpies, carried on a con flan t 
correfpondence with Madrafs and Fort St. David, where the company’s 
agents were very follicitou s to relieve them, and having received fome re¬ 
cruits from Europe, formed a party of 100 Europeans, who with 200 
Sepoys, fet out from Madrafs under the command of lieutenant Ihnis. 
Before they had advanced 30 miles in their way to Arcot, they were fur- 
rounded in the town of Trivatore by 2000 of Raja-faheb’s troops de¬ 
tached with 20 Europeans and two’field pieces from the city. The Eng- 
lilh party having no cannon, were fo feverelv annoyed by the enemy’s, 
that lieutenant Innis, as the only refource, made a puffi with all his Eu¬ 
ropeans to drive them from their guns. The attempt fucceeded, but 
not without a ffiarp contefl, in which 20 of the Englilh and two of 
their officers were killed, and a greater number wounded. This lofs de¬ 
terred the reft from continuing their march, and they retreated to Pona- 
malee, a fort built by the Moors, and at this time belonging to the com¬ 
pany, 15 miles weft of Madrafs. 
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1 7 5 r ■ On the 24th of October the enemy opened their battery to the fouth- 
weft: the part of the wall againft which they directed their fire was in a 
very ruinous condition, but it had the advantage of being much lefs ex- 
pofed than any other to the fire from the houfes. The garrifon therefore 
kept up a conftant fire of mufketry againft the battery, and feveral times 
drove the enemy out of it, but the breach notwithftanding increafed 
every day. 

The retreat of lieutenant Innis left the garrifon little hopes of 
fuccour from the fettlements; but at this time their ipirits were raifed 
by the hopes of other refources. A body of 6000 Morattoes, un¬ 
der the command of Moran-row, had Iain for fome time encamped 
at the foot of the weftern mountains, about 30 miles from Arcot: they 
had been hired to aftift Mahomed-afty by the king of Myfore; but the 
retreat of the Englifti, and the Nabob’s troops to Trkchinopoly, had 
been reprefented in the neighbouring countries lb much to their prejudice, 
that the Nabob’s affairs were thought to be defperate, and his allies 
were fufpe&ed of having little intention to fupport him ; and from this per- 
iuafion the Morattoes remained inactive. Captain Clive had found means 
to fend a meflenger to inform them of his fituarion, and to requeft their 
approach to his relief; the meflenger returning fafely to the fort,brought 
a letter from Morari-row, in which he faid that he would not delay a 
moment to fend a detachment of his troops to the aftiftance of fucli brave 
men as the defenders of Arcot, whole behaviour had now firft convinced 
him that the Englifh could fight. 

Raja-fiiheb receiving intelligence of their intentions, fent a flag of truce 
on the gpth of October, with propofals for the furrender of the fort. 
He offered honourable terms to the garrifon, and a large fum of money 
to captain Clive; and if his offers were not accepted, he threatened to 
ftorm the fort immediately, and put every man to the fword. 

Captain Clive, in his ani’wer, reproached the badnefs of Chunda- 
faheb’s caufe, treated Raja-faheb’s offers of money with contempt; and 
faid, that he had too good an opinion of his prudence to believe that 
he would attempt to ftorm, until he had got better lbldiers than the 
rabble of which his army was compofed. As foon as the meffenger 
was difpatched, the flag of truce was pulled down; but the enemy not 
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underftanding the rules of European war, numbers of them remained 
near the ditch parleying with the Sepoys, and perfuading them to defert. 
The croud was feveral times warned to retire, but continuing to dis¬ 
regard the inj unit ion, were dilperfed by a volley of fmall arms, which 
killed feveral of them. 

Lieutenant Innis’s party, reinforced to the number of r 50 Europeans, 
and with four held pieces, was now advancing under the command of 
Capt. Kilpatrick; and on the yth of November a detachment of Morat- 
toes arrived in the neighbourhood, and intercepted ibme ammunition go¬ 
ing to the enemy. They hkewife attempted to enter the town ; but 
finding every ftreet and avenue barricaded, they contented themfelves 
with plundering and fetting fire to feme houfes in the fkirtsof it, after 
which they retreated. 

By this time the enemy had, from their battery to the Couth-weft, 
made a breach much larger than that to the north-welt, for it extended 
near 30 yards; but the ditch before it was full of water, and not fordable*, 
and the garrifon had counterworked this breach with the fame kinds of 
defences as the other. 

Raja-faheb, exafperated by the anfwer he had received to his fum- 
mons, and alarmed by the approach of the Morattoes, and the detach¬ 
ment from Madrafs, determined to ftorm the fort. In the evening a 
fpy brought intelligence of this to the garrifon, and at midnight another 
came with a particular account of all the enemy’s dHpofitions, and of the 
hour of attack, which was to begin at the dawn of day by the fignal of 
three bombs. Captain Clive, almoft exhaufted with fatigue, laid down 
to fleep, ordering himfelf to be awakened at the hr ft alarm. 

It was the 14 tlx of November, and the feftivai which comme¬ 
morates the murder of the brothers Haflein and Jaflein happened to fall 
out at this time. This is celebrated by the Mahomedans of Indoftan 
with a kind of religious madnefs, fome ailing and Others bewailing 
thecataftropheof their faints with fo much energy, that feveral die of the 
cxceffes they commit : they are like wife perfuaded, that who¬ 
ever falls in battle, againfl unbelievers, during any of the days of 
this ceremony, lhall inftantly be tranflated into the higher paradife, 
without flopping at any of the intermediate purgatories. To the enthu- 
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fiafm of fuperftition was added the more certain efficacy of inebriation; 
for moft of the troops, as is cuftoinary timing the agitations of this fefti- 
val, had eaten plentifully of bang, a plant which either ftupifies, or 
excites the moll: defperate exceffes of rage. Thus prepared, as foon as 
the morning broke, the army of Raja-faheb advanced to the attack. 
Befides a multitude that came with ladder» to every part of the walls 
that were acceffible, there appeared four principal divifions. Two of 
thefe divifions advanced to the two gates, and the other two were allotted 
to the breaches. 

Captain Clive, awakened by the alarm, found lhs garrifon at their 
pods, according to the difpolitions he had made. The parties who 
attacked the gates drove before them feveral elephants, who, with large 
plates of iron fixed to their foreheads, were intended to break them 
down; but the elephants, wounded by the mulketry, foon turned, and 
trampled on thofe who efcorted them. The ditch before the breach to 
the north-weft was fordable; and as many as the breach would admit, 
mounted it with a mad kind of intrepidity, whilft numbers came and 
fat down with great compofure in the fauffe-braye under the tower where 
the field piece was planted, and waited there to relieve thofe who were 
employed in the attack : theie puffed the breach, and fome of them 
•even got over the firft trench before the defenders gave fire; it fell 
heavily, and every ihot did execution: and a number of mufkets were 
loaded in readinef's, which thofe behind delivered to the firft rank as fall 
•as they could difeharge them. The two pieces of cannon from the top 
of the hoilfe fired likewife on the affailants, who in a few minutes 
abandoned the attack, when another body, and then another fucceeded, 
who were driven off in the fame manner ; in the mean time bombs, 
with fhort -fulees, which had been prepared, and lodged on the ad¬ 
jacent-rampart, were thrown into the faufle-braye, and by their explofion 
drove the crowd, who had fcated themfelves there, back again over the 
•ditch. At the breach to the fouth-weft the enemy brought a raft, and 
•feventy men embarked on it to crofs the ditch, which was flanked 
by two field pieces, one in each tower: the raft had almoft gained 
the Eauffe-bray, when captain Glive obierving that the gunners fired 
with bad aim, took the management of one of the field pieces himfelf, 
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and in three or four difcharges flung them into iuch confuflon that they 
overfet the raft, and tumbled into the ditch; where feme of them were 
drowned, and the reft, intent only on their own prefervation, fwam back 
and left the raft behind. 

In thefe different attacks the enemy continued the ftorm for an hour, 
when they reftnquifried all their attempts of annoyance at once, and 
employed themfelves earneftly in carrying off their dead. Amongft thefe 
was the commander of their Sepoys, who fell in the faufte-braye of 
the northern breach: he had diftinguifhed himfelf with great bravery 
in the attack, and was ib much beloved by his troops, that one of 
them crofted the ditch and carried off his body, expoftng himfelf 
during the attempt to the fire of 40 mufkets, from which he had the 
good fortune to elcape. It feemed as if the enemy expe&ed that the 
garrifon would permit them to fulfil this duty to their friends; but 
finding that they fuffered feverely in attempting it, they at laft retreated 
and difappeared. Their lofs during the ftorm was computed to be not 
lefs than 400 men killed and wounded, of which very few were Eu¬ 
ropeans, for moft of the French troops were obferved drawn up and 
looking on at a diftance. Of the defenders, only four Europeans were 
killed and two Sepoys wounded. Many of the garrifon being difabled by 
ficknefs or wounds, the number which repulfed the ftorm was no more 
than Bo Europeans, officers included, and 120 Sepoys; and thefe, be- 
fides ferving five pieces of cannon, expended 12000 miftket cartridges 
during the attack. 

Two hours after the enemy renewed their fire upon the fort, both 
with their cannon and with mufketry from the lioufes: at two in the 
afternoon they demanded leave to bury their dead, which was granted, 
and a truce allowed until four: they then recommenced and continued 
their fire fmartly till two in the morning, when on a fudden it ceafed 
totally; and at day-break, intelligence was brought that the whole 
army had abandoned the town with precipitation. On receiving 
this joyful news, the garrifon immediately marched into the enemy’s 
quarters, where they found four pieces of artillery, four mortars, and a 
large quantity of ammunition, which they brought in triumph into the 
fort. During the time that the garrifon were fhut up in the fort, 45 
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175 t. Europeans and 30 Seyoys were killed, and a greater number of both 

* 1 ' wounded, moll of whom fufFered by the enemy's mulketry from the 

houfes. 

Thus ended this liege, maintained 50 days, under every difadvantage 
of fituation and force, by a handful of men in their firll campaign, with 
a fpirit worthy of the moft veteran troops; and conduced by their young 
commander with indefatigable activity, unlhaken conllancy, and un¬ 
daunted courage: and notwithllanding he had at this time neither read 
books, orconverfed with men capable of giving him much inflrudtion 
in the military art; all the refources which he employed in the defence 
of Arcot, were fuch as are didated by the bed mailers in the fcience 
of war. 

In the evening the detachment with captain Killpatrick entered the 
town, which the army of Raja-ialieb no fooner quitted than all the 
troops, lent to his affiftance by different chiefs, returned to their homes, 
and there remained with him only thofe which had been detached by his 
father from Tritchinopoly. With thefe and the French he retired to Ve- 
lore, and pitching his camp dole to the eallem fide of the town, fortified 
it with ftrong entrenchments. Captain Clive leaving captain Kill¬ 
patrick with a garrifon in the fort, took the field on the iqth of No¬ 
vember, with 200 Europeans, 700 Sepoys, and three field pieces, 
and marched to Timery, which the governor now furrendered on the 
firft fuminons: a fmall garrifbn was left in this place, and the army re¬ 
turned and encamped near the weflern fide of the city, waiting to be 
joined by the Morattoes. Of thefe, 5000 horfe, with Morari-row at their 
head, had proceeded to the Southward, and iooo under the command of 
Ba,fin-row, a nephew of Morari-row, remained to affill captain Clive; 
but, inllead of joining him immediately, they employed themfelves 
fome days in plundering the country. As they lay encamped with great 
negligence within a fliort march of Velore, the French troops with Ra¬ 
ja-fa heb attacked them with fuccels in the night, killed 4c or 50 of their 
horfes, and plundered their camp. After this defeat they came to the 
Englilh camp, and intreated captain Clive to march to the place where 
they had luffered, in hopes of recovering their fofs. Their reque/l was 
complied with to keep them in temper; but nothing was recovered, for the 
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enemv had carried off anti fecured the booty. At this time intelligence ^ 75 ** 
was received that a party of Europeans from Pondicherry were ap¬ 
proaching towards Arni, a ftrong fort iituated about 20 miles to the 
fouth of Arcot; on which captain Clive requeued Balm-row to ac¬ 
company him with his troops to intercept them before they fhould join 
Raja-faheb. The Morattoe feeing no probability of acquiring plunder, 
rcfufed his afiiftance, and the Englifh marched without him; but hear¬ 
ing that the French party had retreated to Chittapet, returned to their 
Ration near Arcot. Two or three days after, Raja-faheb quitted his 
encampment near Velore, and in the night made a forced march to 
Arni, where he was joined by the party from Chittapet. The Morat- 
toes ftill continued unwilling to accompany the Englifh in queft of the 
enemy: but, hearing from their fpies that the enemy’s reinforcement had 
brought a large fum of money for Raja-faheb, Bafm-row now expreffed 
as much eagernefs to march againft him as he had hitherto fhewn 
reluctance. The troops immediately moved; but the Morattoe was 
not able to affemble more than 600 of his horfemen, the reft being 
employed in their ufual excurfions. The next afternoon, by a forced 
march of 20 miles, the army came in fight of the enemy, juft as they 
were preparing to crofs the river which runs to the north of Ami. 1 he 
enemy, encouraged by the fuperiority of their force, which confided of 
300 Europeans,2000 horfe,and 2500 Sepoys, with four field pieces, im¬ 
mediately formed, and returned to meet them. Captain Clive halted to 
receive them in an advantageous poll: the Morattoes were ftalioned in a 
grove of palm trees to the left; the Sepoys in a village to the right; and 
the Europeans, with the field pieces, in the center, in an open ground, 
which extended about threehundred yards between the grove and the vil¬ 
lage; inthe front were rice fields, which at this time of the year were very 
fvvampy, and the approach of the enemy’s cannon would have been im¬ 
practicable,had there not been a caufeway leading to the village on the 
right. The French troops, with about 1500 Sepoys, and their artillery, 
marched along the caufeway; and the horfe, amongft which the reft of 
the Sepoys were interfperfed, moved in a feparate body to the left, and 
attacked the Morattoes in the grove feme time before the other wing 
was engaged any other way than by cannonading at. a diftance. The 
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Morattoes fought in a manner peculiar to themfelves: their cavalry 
■were armed with fabres, and every horfeman was clofely accompanied 
by a man on foot, armed with a fword and a large club, and fome in- 
ftead of a club carried a fhort ftrong fpear: if a horfe was killed and the 
rider remained unhurt, he immediately began to &&. on foot} and if the 
rider fell, and the horfe efcaped, he was immediately mounted, and 
prefTed on again to the charge by the fir ft foot-man who could feize him. 
Notwithftanding the difference of numbers, and the advantage of the 
enemy’s difpofition, they behaved with great i'pirit, and made five fuc- 
cefiive charges, in every one of which they were repulied by the fire of 
the enemy’s Sepoys. In the mean time the other wing advanced towards 
the village; but their line of march along the caufeway was fo much 
galled and enfiladed by the Engliih field pieces, that all but the artillery¬ 
men with the cannon, and two or three platoons to lupport them, quitted 
the caufeway, and formed in the rice fields an extenilve front, which 
reached almoft to the grove, where their cavalry were engaged, who ima¬ 
gined that this motion was made to reinforce them. Upon this change 
in their difpofition, two field pieces were fent to fupport the Morattoes; 
and the Sepoys, with two platoons of Europeans, were ordered to fiilly 
from the village and attack the enemy’s artillery. This unexpected mo¬ 
tion terrified thofe who remained to defend the cannon io much, that 
they immediately began to draw them off and retreat. Their example 
was followed by the Sepoys in the rice fields, and the retreat of thefe im¬ 
mediately difpiri ted the horfe and foot fighting at the grove, who had fuf- 
fered from the two field pieces fent thither; and this whole wing gave 
way and retreated likewiie, purfued by the Morattoes. Capt. Clive, 
with his infantry and field pieces, advanced along the caufeway in pur- 
fuit of the enemy, who made a ftand at three different choultries in their 
rout, but were beaten out of each of them; when night coming on, 
the purfuit ceafed. About 50 of the French, and ! 50 of the enemy's 
cavalry and Sepoys, were either killed or wounded in the adtion. I he 
Fnglilh loft no European, and only eight Sepoys ; but of the Morat¬ 
toes about fifty were either killed or difabled. 

The enemy continuing their retreat, croffed the river, and entered the 
town of Arni: which at midnight they quitted in great difordcr, in¬ 
tending 
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tending to make the bell of their way to Gin gee; and the next morning 
the Engliih entered the town, in which they found many tents, and a 
large quantity of baggage. The Morattoes fet out in purfuit of the 
enemy, and, before night, returned with 400 horfes, and Raja- 
faheb’s military cheft, in which they found 100,000 rupees. A 
great number of the enemy’s Sepoys came and offered their (er- 
vice to captain Clive, who infilled as many as brought good arms j 
of whom the number amounted to 600. Receiving intelligence from 
them, that Raja-faheb had depoll ted fome valuable effects in the fort of 
Arni, he fummoned the governor to deliver them up, together with his 
fort; who, after fome altercations, fent out an elephant and 15 horfes, 
with a great quantity of baggage, and agreed to take the oath of fealty 
to Mahomed-ally, but refufed to furrender his fort; which the 
army, having no battering cannon, was not in a condition to 
attack. 

The French, during the fiege of Arcot, had again taken poffelTion 
of the great pagoda of Conjeveram, and placed in it a garrifon of 
30 Europeans and 300 Sepoys, who from hence interrupted the com¬ 
munication between Arcot and Madrafs, and had furprized a party 
of difabled men, returning from the fiege. Amongft thefe were the 
officers Revel and Glafs, to whom the French gave quarter, after they 
had murdered five or lix Europeans as they lay in their litters without 
arms, and incapable of making refinance. Captain Clive determined 
to avail himfelf of the dilperfion of Raja-faheb’s forces to reduce Con¬ 
jeveram : and two or three days after his victory, marched thither at the 
head of his own force: for Bafin-row, in obedience to orders which he 
had received from his uncle, proceeded with the Morattoes from Arni 
to Tritchinopoly. The French officer at Conjeveram was fummoned 
■to furrender; and none of the garrifon underftanding the Engliih 
language, he ordered his prifoners, Revel and Glafs, to write a 
letter, and acquaint captain Clive, that he intended to expofe. them 
■on the walls, if the pagoda was attacked. They wrote this, but 
added, that they hoped no regard to their fafety would induce him 
to discontinue his operations againft the place. ‘The arnry waited fome 
days for two 18 pounders, which were .coming from Madrafs ; and 
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171-1. as foon as they arrived began to batter in breach at the diftance ot 

v 1 ' 200 yards: the enemy had no cannon, but fired very fmartly with 

their mufketry, which killed feveral men at the battery, and lieutenant 
Bulkley, reconnoitering the pagoda over a garden-wall in company with 
captain Clive, was fhot through the head clofe by his lide. The wall 
refilled three days before it began to give way, when the garrifon, 
confcious of their demerits, and dreading the juft refcntment of the 
Englifh, abandoned the pagoda in the night, but left behind the two 
prifoners. After ruining the defences of Conjeveram, captain Clive 
fent 200 Europeans and 500 Sepoys to Arcot, and returned in the 
middle of December with the reft to Madrids ; from whence he went 
to Fort St. David, to give an account of his campaign to the pre¬ 
fid ency. 

During thefe fucccfies in the province of Arcot, Ciiunda-faheb 
beleaguered Tritchinopoly. The French battalion fixed their quar¬ 
ters at a village called Chuckly-pollam, on the fouthern bank of the 
Caveri, about two miles and a half from the eaft fide of the town. 
The troops of Chunda-faheb, for the convenience of water, encamped 
likewife along the bank of the river, and to the eaft ward of Chuck ly- 
pollam, which poft fecured one of the flanks of their camp, and at the 
other extremity of it, three miles diftant, they railed a redoubt, on which 
they mounted two pieces of cannon. The French, on whom the ope¬ 
rations of the fiege principally depended, fent to their fettlement of Ka- 
rical for a train of battering artillery; and in the beginning of September 
they railed their principal battery a little to the fouth of the north-eaft 
angle of the town, and at the diftance of 1200 yards from the walls. 
To fave the fatigue pf carrying on trenches between this poft and the 
camp,-they afterwards made the battery a regular redoubt, by inclofing 
it on both flanks and in the rear with a parapet and a deep ditch; here 
they mounted three 18 pounders, and three mortars, which were defended 
by a conftant guard of too Europeans and 400 Sepoys. They likewife 
mounted two 18 pounders on a rock, which has ever fince obtained 
the name of the French rock, and is fituated about <000 yards direflly 
eaft from the fouth-eaft angle of the town; they alfo raifed a battery of 
two guns on the ifland of Seringham, from which they fired acrofs 

the 


Book Irf. 


History of the Carnatic. 

the Caveri at the northern gate of ihe city, to interrupt the com- 
munication of the inhabitants with the river; thefe guns, as well 
as thofe on the French rock, were at too great a dittance to make 
any imprdKon on the walls. By thefe works alone they hope to 
reduce the city; the infufficiency of them ibon raifed in the Enghm 
battalion a contempt of their courage and military abilities, and it was 
now that they began to be aihamed of having retreated before fuch an 
enemy; and judging, as lifual, from events, to'blame their commander 
for an excefs of caution in his retreat, of which their own panteks had 
been the principal caufe : for captain Gingen was undoubtedly a man 
of couraue, and had feen much fervice in Europe; but having had no 
experience again ft an Indian army, fell into the error of imagining that 
the cavalry of Chunda-faheb would ad with all the vigour of which 
their number and appearance feemed capable.. Fits prudence, if im¬ 
proper before, became abfolutely neceffary now, as the Irene 1 »a 
taken poffeffiqh of pods in which they could do no harm to the town, 
but from which they could not be driven without great lols: he there¬ 
fore determined to preferve his men, whilft the enemy fatigue l ien 
troops and exhaufted their ammunition to no purpofe: and m this in¬ 
tention he kept the greateft part of the battalion and Sepoys encampe 
clofe to the weftern fide of the town, where they were out of the reach 

of annoyance. ( . . 

To fave that part of the wall againft which the eUmj s principal 
battery fired, a glacis was raifed to fuch a height as left nothing but the 
parapet expofed; and the grenadiers, commanded by captain Dalton, 
were potted behind this glacis: an entrenchment was flung up between 
the French rock and the fouth-eatt angle of the town, in which the 
company of Coffrees were potted, to prated from iurpnzes the Nabob s 
cavalry encamped to the fouth; and to oppofe the enemy s battery m 
the ifland, two guns were mounted clofe to the tout hem ban v. o t ie 

To infilade thefe, the French mounted two guns on the fame fide of 
the river; but were one night driven from this poll by captain Dalton : 
they a few days after, furprized the- Engl sfh entrenchment oppo ite 
to thb French rock, and carried off the captain and nine Coftrees; and 
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1751.. thefe two were the only enterprises made on either fide during the 

U " v - J month of October. The enemy’s batteries fired indeed conftantly and 

imartly every day, and damaged forae houfes, but made no impreffion 
on the defences of the town; they fupplied the defenders with a great 
number of cannon-balls, all of which had the Engliih mark, being the 
lame that the fhips had fired againft Pondicherry, with as little effect as 
they were now thrown away againft Tritchinopoly. 

But although little was to be feared from the efforts of an enemy who 
feeraed ignorant of the firft principles of a regular attack, yet eVery 
thing was to be apprehended from the poverty to which the Nabob was 
reduced. His troops threatened to defert: the expences of the Engliih 
battalion, which ufed to be furnilhed from his treafury, began to be 
defrayed by that of Fort St. David, and he hadnoreafon to believe that 
they would continue to fupport him any longer than there was a 
probability of extricating him out of his diftreffes; and thefe he for daw 
would increafe every day, unlefs he could obtain an army equal to that 
of Chunda-faheb, whofe fuperiority had hitherto deterred the Engliih 
troops from making any vigorous efforts. 

The only prince in the peninfula from whofe lituation, power, and 
inclination, the Nabob could expe£t the afliftance which he ftood fo 
much in need of, was the king of Myfore. The territory of this In¬ 
dian prince is bounded to the eaft by the fouthern part of the Carnatic, 
and the kingdom of Tritchinopoly; and to the weft it extends, in fome 
parts, within 30 miles of the fea-coafl of Malabar. His annual revenue 
is computed at 20 millions of rupees; and the whole nation bore a mor¬ 
tal hatred to Chunda-faheb, who, during the time that he governed 
Tritchinopoly, formed a defign of conquering the country, and befieged 
for feverai months Caroor, the ftrongeft of their frontier towns to the 
eaft ward. 1 he king of Myfore being an infant, the government was ad- 
miniftered by his uncle, who a&edwith unlimited power: to this regent, 
called in the country, the DaliMay of Myfore, Mahomed-ally applied’ 
for afliftance; and finding that the dread of Chunda-faheb’s fuceeffes was. 
not alone a fufficient motive* to induce him to take up arms, he agreeff 
to all the terms which the Myforean demanded, and thefe were very ex¬ 
orbitant. The Nabob ratified the treaty by his oath, and the- Da- 
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laway determined to affift him with efficacy. In confequence of this *75 ^ 
negociation, a party of feventy horfemen arrived at Tritchinopoiy in the J 

beginning of October from Seringapatnam, the capital of Myfore. 

They brought five hundred thoufand rupees: great refpedt was Aiewfi to 
their officer ; and the day after his arrival afkirmifh happened, which, 
although inconiiderable, gave him a favourable opinion of the Nabob’s 
European allies. A platoon, with two or three companies of Sepoys, 
were font to cut down wood at a grove Iituated about a mile and a half 
fouth-eaft from the city. The enemy having intelligence of this de¬ 
tachment, lent a large body of cavalry to cut off their retreat: their 
inarch being difeoveixd from the rock in the city, the grenadiers, with 
fome Sepoys, and one field piece, were fent to fupport the fir ft party and 
the troop of Myforeans accompanied them. Captain Dalton meeting 
the wood-carts loaded, ordered them to proceed to the town by a diftant 
road, and forming the two parties into one column, with the field piece 
in front, marched towards the enemy, inftead of returning direfUy to the 
city. He firft met the French dragoons, who halted on a Ihiall emi¬ 
nence to reconnoitre, and waited there until they received the fire of a 
platoon, on which they retreated to bring up the body of Chunda-faheb’s 
cavalry, who remained at fome diftance in the rear. Thefe came up fome 
time after at full fpeed, fiourifhing their fwords, and made a halt within 
point blank ihot, to draw the fire of the Englifh troops before they 
charged ; but captain Dalton ordered his men to preferve it, and wait 
with fixed bayonets in clofe order. The field piece alone was fired, and 
the firft lhot demounted three Moors, and a few' more difeharges put the 
whole body to flight. They left 22 horfes killed on the plain, and the 
Myforeans took five prifoners, together with their horfes; which at their 
return, a few days after, they carried in a kind of triumph to their own 
country. 

The French continued to bombard the town without any change in 
their poll don j ,and in the latter end of November the king of Myfore’s 
army began to affemble at Caroor, fituated about 56 miles from Tritchi- 
uopoly, and 5 miles to the fouth of the divert; he likewife took into 
his .pay 6000 Morattoe’s, under the command of Morari-row, often 
mentioned in this hiftory: 1000 of them were fent to fecond the efforts. 
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of captain Clive in the Arcot province; and in the beginning of Decem¬ 
ber, 500. under the command of Innis-Khan, a brave and aftive officer, 
came to Tritchinopoly. The day after their arrival, they went boldly 
to reconnoitre the plain, where none of the Nabob's difpir-ited cavalry 
had ever ventured to fhew themfelves, and finding a fmall detached 
camp of about 200 horfe, which had lain four months umnolefled near 
the French rock, they rode into it fword in hand, and brought off every 
thing they found with the greeted: compofure, /hewing no fear at the 
fwarmsof Chunda-faheb’s cavalry, who mounted and marched. towards 
them from their principal camp. 

After this exploit, the Morattoes went out fcveral days fuc- 
ceffively to reconnoitre; and Innis-Khan having pbierved that the 
French dragoons were much more alert than any of Chunda-fa- 
■heb’s cavalry, mounting and advancing on every alarm, he formed 
the defign of drawing them into an ambufeade; and having 
communicated his plan to captain Gingen, a party of Europeans, 
■with two field pieces, were detached before day, who entering a 
large and deep water-courfe, which runs acrofs the plain to the 
fouth of the city, concealed themfelves in it, within 400 yards of 
the French rock, and at the fame time Innis-Khan, with 300 horie- 
mcn, marched out from his encampment on the weft fide of the 
town. The furface of the plain round Tritchinopoly is very uneven, 
and full of hollow ways. The Moral toe taking a large circuit, placed 
his men in a hollow, where, when di/inounted, they could not be per¬ 
ceived either from the French -rock or that in the city. Every 
■thing remained quiet in both camps until noon, when 40 Morattoes, 
•mounted on the heft hories, fet out from the camp, and keeping out of 
cannon-ffiot of the French rock, proceeded to the eaftward of it, and 
then galloped fword in hand diredly to the enemy's camp, where they 
made no fmall hurry and confufion, either cutting down or driving all 
.the foragers they met, quite up to the tents. This provoking the French, 
60 dragoons Tallied, and were followed /lowly by 400 of Chunda-faheb’s 
cavalry. The Morattoes retreated leifurely before them, halting as they 
halted, but always keeping at the difiance of mu/ket-fhot from them : 
and in this manner they Jed the enemy as far as the. French rock, vheu 
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Mr. Pilchard, a brave officer, exafperated at the repeated defiances of 1751. 
fuch a handful of men, farmed his troop, and leaving the MoorUh ca- ' v ' 
valry. fet out in purfuit of them at full Ipeed. T hey now Hew be re 
the dragoons, until they had led them infenllbly out of the reach of the 
French artillery on the rock, and beyond their own party in ambufcade; 
when theie mounting in ah inftant, fallied from the hollow way, and 
charged the dragoons impetuouily m the rear, whilft the Hying party 
wheeling, attacked them with equal fury in front. The action was over 
in an inftant; the french had only time to dijeharge a few piftols. and 
were all cut to pieces, excepting to, who had not been able to keep up 
with the reft. The detachment of Chunda-faheb’s cavalry, either from 
cowardice, or fufpicion of the ftratagem, never ftirred from the rock j 
but the officer who commanded in that port detached 100 men to fuc- 
cour his unfortunate friends. Lieutenant Trufler, polled in the entrench- , 
ment oppolite the rock, feeing them march, and not knowing the fuc- 
cefs of the Morattoes, immediately advanced with the company of 
Ooffrees to oblige the party to return, who finding all loft on the plain, 
liaftened back and fayed the rock, which Trufler was on the point of 
carrying. T he fuccefs of this ambufcade difpirited the enemy fo much, 
that they fuffered their dead to lay on the plain without venturing out 
£0 bury them ; and when, two days after, the Lnglifh went to per¬ 
form this charitable office, they found the bodies devoured by the 
jackals. • * 

The Morattoes, on the other hand, were Jo much elevated, and 
conceived fo defpicable an opinion of the enemy, that they preffed their 
allies to march out and offer them battle: promifmg, that if the Englifh 
battalion would engage the French, they would prevent it from being 
incommoded by Chunda-faheb’s cavalry, although thefe were i?,oco, 
and they themfelves only 50c. The reafonable objections made 
•to this hardy propofal fatisfied them, until the arrival of Bafin-row 
■with his body of 1000 men from the Arcot country, when thinking 
that this reinforcement rendered them a full match for the enemy, they * 
afpired at the glory of finifhing the war themfelves, and became more and 
snore, follicitous for a general engagement, in which they promifed to 
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■ 175 r.. charge the French battalion on both flanks; finding that the Englifh 
hill declined to put any thing to rifque until the arrival of the Myfore 
army, and of a reinforcement expedited from Fort St. David, they did 
not fcruple to tell them, that they were not the fame kind of men as 
thofe they had feen fighting fo gallantly at Arcot. 

In the mean time the army of Mylore, with 4000 Morattoes under 
Morari-row, had aflembled on the frontier of Caroor; and the regent, 
after many delays, at laft yielded to the preffing follici rations of the Na¬ 
bob, and prepared to march to Tritchinopoly; when the enemy having 
intelligence of his intention, ventured to detach a ftrong party of Eu- 
„ ropeans, cavalry and Sepoys, to the village of^Kifinavaram, fituated 50 

miles to the weft of the city in the high road to Myfore: they found the 
place, although fortified, without a garrifon; and as loon as they were 
in poHellion of it, began to improve the defences, lpreading a report, 
that if the Myforeans offered to move, they would attack them, and 
afterwards pillage their country. This Hopped the regent’s march, and 
he wrote to the Nabob defiring that a ftrong party of Europeans might 
be fent to his afiiftanee without delay, as he was utterly ignorant of the 
manner in which he ought to conduit himfelf againlt white men who 
fought with mufketry and cannon. 

Lieutenant Trufier was detached on. this fervice with 40 Europeans 
and 100 Sepoys; but it foon appearing that this force was infuflicient, 
captain Cope proceeded with 100 more Europeans and two fmall field 
pieces. He was inftrudted to diflodge the enemy at all events, and found 
them polled in a much llronger fituation than he expected. The village 
was inclofed by a mud wall, flanked by round towers, and in the 
center of it was a fort: the northern fide was clofc to the bank of 
the Caveri, and the other fides were furrounded by a deep morafs, 
paflable only in one part to the weftward; to defend which, the 
French had flung up on an eminence an entrenchment at the diftance 
of gun-lhot from the village. Captain Cope encamped to the weft of 
* this eminence, which he intended to attack before day-break, but by 
iome millake the troops were not ready before the funwasriien, by which 
time the enemy had reinforced the poft, and had lined feveral banks 
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and water-courfes leading to it with Sepoys: he neverthelefs perfifted in 
his intention; but the forlorn-hope coming to a bank which Iheltered 
them from the enemy’s fire, could not be prevailed on to advance beyond 
it, and this example was followed by the reft. Lieutenant Felix re- * 
ceived a foot through the body, as he flood encouraging them on the 
top of the bank; and foon after, captain Cope, returning with a platoon 
from the referve, was mortally wounded: on which difafters the whole 
party retreated to their camp in diforder. 

Captain Dalton was fent from Tritchinopoly to take the command, 1752, 
and found the detachment joined by the van of the My fore army ; and 
two days after the regent himfelf came up with the reft: the whole con- 
lifted of 1 20CO horfe and 8000 foot, including the Morattoes. He im¬ 
mediately defired a conference with captain Dalton, whom he received 
with great politenefs, admiring, not without aftonifoment, the martial 
appearance and regularity of the Englifo troops; and forming naturally 
the fame high opinion of the French, he declared, that he foould 
neither expofe his men, nor lofe time, in attacking them, but proceed at 
midnight with half the army diredly to Tritchinopoly by another road 
at fonie diftance on the plain, leaving the reft with captain Dalton, whom 
he requefted to divert the enemy’s attention by a falfe attack until he was 
out of the reach of danger; and, not content with thefe precautions, he 
defired that feme Europeans might accompany him as a fafeguard to his 
perfon. Thefe difpofitions anfwering the purpofe for which the detach¬ 
ment was fent, captain Dalton encouraged him in his refolution, and at 
midnight began to fkirmifo againft the enemy’s pofts, which he kept 
alarmed until morning, by which time the rear of the regent’s divifion 
was out of fight. This ferviee proved to be much more riecelfary than, 
it firft appeared to be: for filch was the military ignorance of the My- 
foreans, that they were difcovered in the night palling over the plain 
with ten thousand lights, as if they had been marching in the procelfion 
of an Indian wedding. 

The next day the reft of their army proceeded, defiring captain Dai ton 
to remain before the village until they were out of fight, and promifed 
to halt and wait for him; but they were no fooner out of danger than 
they hurried away to join the regent Some hours after, the Englifo de¬ 
tachment 
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3752. tachment decamped, and palling by Kiftnavaram without mole flat ion 
^ * from the garrifon, returned to Tritchinopoly, where they arrived on the 
6th of February, and the French foon after recalled their detachment. 

The jiin&ion of the Myforeans determined the king of Tanjore to 
declare for the Nabob; and foon after their arrival he fent to Tritelu- 
nepoly -jo00 horfe and 2coo foot under the command of his general 
Monack-jee. The Polygar Tondiman, whofe country lies between 
Tanjore and Madura, likewife fent 4.00 horfe and 3000 Colleries: thefe 
are a people, who, under feveral petty chiefs, inhabit the woods between 
Tritchinopoly and Cape Comorin; their name in their own language 
fignifies Thieves, and jufUy delcribes their general character, which 
however has differences in different parts of the country. Thefe to- 
the north of Madura are almoft lavage : their weapon is a pike 1 8 feet 
long, with which they creep,along the ground, and ufe it with great 
addrefs in ambufeades; but the principal fervice they render to an army 
is, by flealing or killing the horfes of the enemy’s camp. Thus the 
force of Mahomed-ally became on'afudden fuperior to that of Chunda- 
faheb ; for the troops of his allies joined to his own, formed a body of 
20,000 cavalry, 6000 of which were Morattoes, and of 20,000 in¬ 
fantry.- The army of Chunda-fuheb had likewife fmee their arrival be¬ 
fore Tritchinopoly, been augmented to t .',000 horfe and 20,coo foot, 
by the jun&ion of 3000 horfe commanded by Allum-Khan, the gover¬ 
nor of Madura, and of ^000 Peons and Colleries belonging to tire Po¬ 
lygar, Morawar, whofe country lies to the fouth of the kingdom of 
Tanjore. The king of Myforc, impatient to be put in pofleffion of the 
places which Mahomed-ally had agreed to give up to him in return for 
his a fli fiance, prefled the F.nglifh battalion to make a general attack 
on the enemy with the whole army, and Moran-row, the Morattoe, 
feconded him veryflrongly in this propoial; but captain Gingen know¬ 
ing that thefe Indian troops were capable of rendering very little fervice 
again ft fortified polls, defended by Europeans, and confide ring that if 
the Englilh battalion, on whom the brunt would lay, fhould fiiffer ie- 
verely in thefe attacks, fuch a lofs would be. irreparable, he determined 
to wait until he was reinforced by a body of Europeans, which were 
preparing to take the field in the province of Arcot. 
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Here the fcattered troops of Raja-faheb no fooner faw the Englilh 1752. 

retire to their garrilbns, after the taking of Co nj ever am, than they re- 1 * 
afiembled and moved, in the beginning of January, down to the fea- 
coaft, carding their ravages into the company’s territory of Ponamalee, 
where they burnt feveral villages, and plundered the country houfes built 
by the Englilh at the foot of St. Thomas’s mount: after thefe hoftilities, 
they returned to Conjeveram, and having repaired the damages which 
the pagoda had fuftained from the Englilh, they garrifoned it with 300 
Sepoys, and then kept the field between this place and the fort of Pona¬ 
malee, which they fometimes threatened to attack. The violences they 
committed, and the contributions they levied, impaired the Nabob’s as 
well as the Company’s revenues fo much, that the prefidency determin¬ 
ed to make an effort, with all the force they could all'emble, to reduce 
this enemy, before they ffent a reinforcement to Tritchinopoly. Captain 
Clive, appointed to this fervice, returned in the beginning of February to 
Madrais, where, whilft he was employed in levying Sepoys, a detach¬ 
ment of 100 Europeans arrived from Bengal: with thefe, and Ho more 
from the garrifon of Madrafs, he took the field the 22d of February, 
and was the fame day joined by 200 Europeans and 500 Sepoys from 
the garrifon of Arcot. His whole force united confifted of 380 Eu¬ 
ropeans, 1300 Sepoys, with fix field pieces: the enemy were 2500 horle, 

2000 Sepoys, and 400 Europeans, with a large train of artillery: 
and, notvithfhmding this fuperiority, they no fooner heard of the 
preparations that the Englilh were making to attack them, than 
they fortified themfelves ftrcmgly in their camp at Vendalore, a vil¬ 
lage fituated about 25 miles tbuth-weft. of Madrals. Captain Clive 
marched towards them with an intent of attacking their camp by fur- 
prize in the rear; but had not proceeded far before he received informa¬ 
tion that they had hiddenly abandoned it, and had difperied with the 
appearance of people terrified by ibme difiiffer, inibmuch that it was be¬ 
lieved they had received news of fome bad luccefs at Tritchinopoly, and 
were hurrying thither to reinforce the army of Chunda-faheb. TheEng- 
11 lb however continued their march, and took poffellion of the ground the 
enemy had quitted, where, ibmc hours after, intelligence was received, that 
all the difperied parties, were re-united at Conjeveram. It was then not 
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1752. doubted that they had received advice of the weaknefs of the garrifon 
*—v—f at Arcot; and that they intended to take advantage of it by making 

a hidden aflaul' on the fort. Captain Clive therefore made a forced 
march of 20 miles to Conjeveram, where the garrifon of the pagoda 
furrendered on the firii fummons; and a few hours after, the conjecture 
which had been made of the enemy’s intentions was verified by news 
that they were in full march towards Arcot. The troops were too much 
fatigued to follow them immediately, but the next day took the fame 
rout; and on their march, a letter was received from the commanding 
officer at Arcot, advifing that they had entered the town, and fki ran di¬ 
ed again ft the fort with mufketry for feveral hours, in expectation 
that the gates would have been opened to them by two officers of the 
Englifh Sepoy's, with whom they had carried on a correfpondence ; 
but that the plot had been ditcovered, and the enemy finding their fig- 
nals not anfwered, had-quitted the city with precipitation, and it was not 
yet known what rout they had taken. In this uncertainty it was deter¬ 
mined to haften to Arcot. 

The army arrived in fight of Covrepaufc at fun-fet, when the van 
marching in the high road without fufpieion, were fired upon 
from the right at no greater diftance than 250 yards, by nine pieces 
. of cannon. Thefe were the French artillery, polled in a thick grove 
of mango trees, which had a ditch and a bank in front: the fire did fome 
mifehief before it could be either anfwered or avoided; but luckily there 
was a water-courfe at a little diftance to the left of the road, in which 
the infantry were ordered to take fhelter, and the baggage to march 
back half a mile with one of the field pieces and a platoon to defend it; 
and two field pieces, fupported by a platoon of Europeans with 200 Sepoys, 
were detached to oppofe Raja-faheb’s cavalry which appeared extend¬ 
ing themfelves on the plain to the left of the water-courfe; in the mean 
time the reft of the artillery, drawn up on the right, anfwered the ene¬ 
my’s fire from the grove; the French infantry entered the water-courfe, 
and advanced along it in a column of fix men in front: the Eng¬ 
lifh formed in the fame order, and a fire was kept up on both fides 
for two hours, by moon-light, during which neither ventured to come 
to the pufli of bayonet. The enemy’s cavalry made feveral un- 
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fuccefsful attacks both on the party oppofed to them, and the baggage 
in the rear: but their artillery in the grove being anfwered only by 
three pieces of cannon, did execution in proportion to this fuperiori- 
ty, and either killed or difabled fo many of the Engliffi gunners 
that prudence feemed to dictate a retreat, mil eft their cannon could 
be taken. Captain Clive did not defpair of this laft refource, and 
at ten at night fent one Shawlum, a ferjeant, who fpoke the coun¬ 
try languages, with a few Sepoys, to reconnoitre: he returned and 
reported that the enemy had ported no- guards in the rear of the 
grove; on which intelligence 200 of the bert Europeans and 400 
Sepoys were immediately ordered to proceed thither under the command 
of lieutenant Keene, with Shawlum as their guide. Captain Clive him- 
felf accompanied the detachment half way, and on his return found the 
troops he had-left fighting in the water-courfe fo much difpirited by the 
departure of Keene’s detachment, that they were on the point of tak¬ 
ing flight, and fome had already run away; he, however, not without 
difficulty, rallied them, and the firing was renewed. In the mean time 
Keene taking a large circuit, came dire&ly oppofite to the rear 
of the grove, and halted at the diftance of 300 yards from it, whilft 
enfign Symmonds advanced alone to examine the enemy’s difpofition. 
This officer had not proceeded far before he came to a deep trench, in 
which a large body, confifting of all the enemy’s Sepoys, whofe fer- 
vice had not been demanded in the water-courfe, were fitting down to 
avoid the random fhots of the fight. They challenged Symmonds, 
and prepared at firft to fhoot him, but deceived by his fpeaking French, 
fuftered him to pais as a French officer; he then went on to the grove, 
where he perceived, befides the men employed at the guns, 100 Eu¬ 
ropeans rtationed to fupport them, who only kept a look-out towards 
the field of battle ; and parting in his return at a dlrtance to the right 
of the trench where he had found the enemy’s Sepoys, he rejoined his 
own detachment; who immediately marched by the fame way he 
had returned, and entering the grove unperceived, gave their fire in a ge¬ 
neral volley at the dirtance of 30 yards. It fell heavy, and aftonirtied 
the enemy fo much that they did not return a iingle ffiot, but inftant-ly ’ 
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abandoned their guns, every man endeavouring to fave himfelf by 
precipitate flight. Many of them ran into a choultry in the grove, 
where they were fo crowded together that they were not able to make 
ule of their arms. The Englilh drew up before the choultry, and to 
fpare the impending daughter of their -fire,, offered quarter, which was 
accepted with joy, and the Frenchmen coming out one by one, as 
they were ordered, delivered up their arms, and were made prifoners* 
The Engjifh- troops fighting at the water-courfe were immediately con¬ 
vinced of the fuccefs of the detachment, by the fudden filence of the 
enemy’s artillery: but the enemy's infantry remained ignorant of it, 
and continued the fight, until fome of the fugitives from the grove in¬ 
formed them of the difafter, on which they immediately' took flight, 
and their horfc dilperfed at the fame time. The field being thus cleared, 
the whole army united, and remained under arms until day-break, 
when they found themfelvea in pofieffion of nine field pieces, three 
cohorn mortars, and 60 European prifoners. They likewife counted 
50 dead on the field, and not lefs than 300 Sepoys: for the enemy 
had expofed thefe troops more freely than the others. Of the Englilh, 
40 Europeans and 30 Sepoys were killed, and a great number of 
both wounded 

Part of the fugitives took fhelter in the neighbouring fort of Covre- 
pauk, which was fummoned to furrender; but the governor returned 
anfwer, that the troops of Raja-faheb were much more numerous than 
his garrifon, and, contrary to bis inclination, intended to defend- 
the fort: a detachment was therefore fent to inveft it, but be¬ 
fore they arrived the fugitives abandoned it, upon which he fub- 
rnitted. 

From hence the troops proceeded to Arcot, and the next day marched 
towards Velore, not in expectation of reducing the place, but in hopes 
that fome hoililities would induce Mortiz-ally to pay a contribution, or 
at lead to deliver up the elephants and baggage, which Raja-faheb had 
deposited in his fort foon after he had raifed the fiege of Arcot; 
but before the troops came in fight of Velore, captain Clive received an 
order from the prdidency of Fort St. David, to repair thither with all his 
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force, for it was now determined to fend them to Tritchinopoly.- He 
therefore changed his rout, and marching acrofs the country, came to 
the fpot where Nazir-jing had been killed: here he found a riling town, 
projected by the vanity of Mr. Dupleix to commemorate that deteflable 
action, and called Dupleix-Fateabad, or the town of Dupleix’s victory: 
it is faid, that he was preparing a column, with a pompous inscription 
in the French, Malabar, Perfic, and Indoftan languages, which he 
intended to eredl in the middle of the town, where he had already 
caufed coins itruck with fymbols of the victory to be buried. The 
troops did not quit this place until they had razed to die ground all that 
was ere&etl, after which they proceeded to Fort St. David. During 
the whole march they no where met a lingle lquadron of the enemy’s, 
troops. The defeat at Covrepaukfucceeding to their former dilgraces,, 
intirely broke their force as well as their fpirits : their horfe either 
difbanded, or took iervice with the governors in the provinces who flilf 
acknowledged Chunda-faheb; and the French troops and Sepoys were 
recalled to Pondicherry, where Mr. Dupleix was fo incenfed agaihft Ra- 
ja-faheb, that he would, not fuffer him for feveral days to appear in his 
prefence. Thus the Englilh fuccelTes in- the Carnatic recovered to 
Mahomed-ally an extent of country 30 miles in breadth and 60 in 
length, the annual revenues of which, including that of the famous pa¬ 
goda at Tripetti, amounted to 400,000 pagodas. 

Three days after their arrival at Fort St. David, the troops were ready 
to take the field again under the command of captain Clive, when, on. 
the r 5 th of March, major Lawrence arrived from England, and two 
days after put himfelf at the head of the detachment. It con filled of 
400 Europeans and 1 100 Sepoys, with, eight field pieces, who el'cort- 
ing a large quantity of military ftores, marched through the king of 
Tanjore’s country towards Tritchinopoly. 

Here the Myforeans and Morattoes w r ere fo much difpleafed. with, 
the precaution of captain Gingen, who conflantly refufed to at¬ 
tack die enemy’s polls before he was joined by the expected reinforce*- 
ment, that the Dalaway of Myfore, dillrefled. by the great expences of 
his army, had more than once been on. the point of returning, to. his- 
own country: however, him the. Nabob appeafed, by making overt 
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1752. the revenues of all the diftriCts which had been recovered fmee his 
arrival : but Morari-row was fo exafperated by this inactivity, which 
deprived his troops of opportunities to get plunder, and removed the 
profped of more'important acquifitions, which he expeCted from this 
war, that he meditated defection, and began to treat with Chunda- 
faheb. 

Both armies were equally follicitous of the fate of the approaching re¬ 
inforcement, and Mr. Dupleix fent repeated orders to*Mr. Law, who 
commanded the French battalion, to intercept them at all events. They 
arrived on the 26th of March at a fort belonging to the king of Tan- 
jore, within 20 miles of Tritchinopoly; where they depofited fuch part 
of the ftores, as would have retarded their march and embarrafled their 
operations. The next day proceeding along the high road, which 
pafleth within point blank {hot of Coiladdy, major Lawrence received 
intelligence that tire enemy had polled at this fort a llrong party with 
artillery: on which lie ordered his guides to look out for another road j 
but they, by fome miftake, led him within reach of the very fpot he 
wanted to avoid* and the troops were unexpectedly fired upon by fix 
pieces of cannon from acrois the Caveri. To divert this fire from the 
baggage, amongil which it created no fmall confufion, it was anfwered 
from the. rear divifion of guns''confifting of four field pieces, fupported 
by ico Europeans, under the command of captain Clive, whilflthe line 
marched on inclining to the left, which direction foon brought them 
out of the enemy’s reach, but not before 20 Europeans were killed. 
They then halted, and were joined by the rear divifion, after which they 
continued their march without meeting any farther interruption, and in 
the evening halted within 1 o miles of Tritchinopoly. From hence cap¬ 
tain G ingen detached in the night too Europeans, with 50 dragoons, who 
joined the reinforcement before morning; and at day-break captain Dal¬ 
ton was likewife detached from the city with his own company of gre¬ 
nadiers, and another of the battalion, in aid 200 Europeans, 400 Sepoys, 
and four field pieces, who were ordered to lie at a rock called the Su¬ 
gar-loaf, about three miles fo.uth of the French rock, from whence they 
were to join the reinforcement, as foon as it came in fight. 
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In the mean time the major advanced towards Elimiferum. This is 3 752. 
a rock with a fortified pagoda on the fummit, where the French had 
mounted cannon: it is fituated three miles to the fonth-eaft of the 
French rock; and between thefe two polls the greateft part of the ene- 
ray’s army were drawn up in order of battle: the reft were in a line 
which extended from the French rock to the village of Cliucklypol- 
lam by the river fide. The major, informed of this dupofttion, made to 
furround him if he pafled to the north of Elimiferum, diredted his 
march to the fouth of it: and before he came in fight of the enemy, the 
whole of the confederate troops, employed for the Nabob, were in the 
field, and by their appearance deterred the enemy from making any de¬ 
tachments to attack the major. At noon, captain Dalton’s party, with 
thg Myfbreans and the Nabob’s troops, met him half-way between Eli¬ 
miferum and the fugar-Ioaf-rock, wbitft Moran-row with the Morat- 
toes remained Ikirmidling faintly with the enemy. 

The fun finking exceftively hot, the troops were ordered to halt and 
refrefh themfelves; but in lefs than half an hour the fcouts came in at 
full fpeed, bringing intelligence that the whole of the enemy’s army 
was advancing, and that the fire of their cannon had put the Morattoes 
to flight: thefe foon after came up, and forming with the reft of the 
allies in the rear of the Europeans and Sepoys,followed them flowly at a 
diflance. 

Captain Clive having reconnoitred the enemy, reported, that 
there was a large choultry, with feme ftone buildings, riot far-from the 
front of the French battalion, which they, bufted in forming their 
line, had neglefted to take poffeffion of. On this advice he was 
ordered to proceed with the firft diviiion of artillery, lupported by 
the grenadiers, as fall as poffible to the choultry, whilft the reft of 
the column moved up flowly in regular order. The enemy, inftead of 
fending forward a detachment to prevent them, contented themfelves 
with cannonading as their battalion advanced, which had approached 
within 800 yards of the choultry by the time the Englilh detachment 
arrived there; and now made a pufh againft their artillery, which was 
fb well pointed, that it kept them at a diflance until the reft cf 
the battalion and Sepoys came up. The confederate troops, unwil¬ 
ling to expofe their horfes to a cannonade, halted at a diflance; but thofe 
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of Clninda-faheb, commanded by Allum-Khan, the governor of Ma¬ 
dura, kept clofe to the rear of the French. A cannonade enfued, the 
Viotteft without doubt, for the time it lafted, that had ever been feen on 
the plains of Indoftan ; for the French fired from 22 pieces of cannon 
and the Englifh from nine. Such of the Englifh troops as were not em¬ 
ployed at the guns found fhelter behind the choultry and the buildings 
near it, whilft the whole of the enemy’s army flood expof'ed on 
the open plain, iu fie ring in proportion to this dil ad vantage. The 
French battalion in half an hour began to waver, and drew off 
their guns to a greater difiance, upon which the Englifh advanced 
their artillery, and the men of the battalion who fupported them were 
ordered to fit down with their arms grounded ; by which precau¬ 
tion many lives were laved. They ftill continued to retreat, but Chun- 
da-laheb’s cavalry kept their ground for lome time, and fuftained the 
cannonade with much more firmnefs than had ever been obferved in the 
troops of India: they were fpirited by the example of their commander, 
All uni-Khan, whole head was at length taken off by a cannon-ball, as 
lie was encouraging them to advance; on which diiafter they gave way 
and retreated likewife. The Captains Clive and Dalton continuing to ad¬ 
vance with the firfi divilion of artillery, followed the French, who flung 
themfelves into a great water-courle near the French rock, where they 
were on the point of being enfiladed by a fire that would have made 
great havock amongft them; when Major Lawrence, fatisfied with the 
advantages that had been gained, and unwilling to expofe the men to 
more fatigue under fuch a burning fun, ordered the purfuit to ceafe. 
Seven men of the battalion were ftruck dead by the heat, and 14 were 
killed or difabled by the cannonade. The French loft about 40 men, 
and 300 of Ghunda-faheb’s troops, with 285 hories and an elephant, 
were found dead on the plain. The fuccefs of this day might have 
been much greater, had the confederate troops behaved with common 
activity, infiead of which they remained at a diftance, idle fpedtators, 
nor could they be prevailed on to make a fingle charge, even when 
the enemy’s cavalry retreated. This inaction proceeded not from want 
of bravery, but from the treachery of Morari-row, who being at this 
time in treaty with Clninda-faheb, was unwilling to bring his Mo rat- 
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toes to a£Uon ; and fuch was the opinion entertained of their courage, i 2. 

that none of the reft of the allies would venture to fight without '— 
them. 

Major Lawrence continuing Ms march, arrived in the evening at 
Tritehinopoly, and the next day conferred with the Nabob and the other 
generals on the plan of their future operations: they concur red in opinion 
that a general attack ihouldbe made without delay on the enemy’s camp; 
but when the time was to be fixed, he found both Moors and Indians fo 
attached to lucky and unlucky days, that feveral were likely to be loft 
before they would agree in the notion of a fortunate hour, without which 
none of them thought it lafe to rifk an engagement. In the mean 
, time, thinking it not prudent to fuffer the enemy to recover from the im- 
preffion which they had received on the day of his arrival, he determined 
to attempt as much againft them as couldbe executed with his own force; 
and perceiving that the French polls were too ftrongly fortified to be 
carried without the aififtance of the whole army, he refolved to at¬ 
tack the camp of Chunda-faheb, which extended along the river 
without entrenchments. On the ift of April at night, captain Dalton, 
with 400 men, was ordered to march, and, by taking a large circuit, 
to come in at the eaftern extremity of the enemy’s camp, which he was to 
enter, beat up, and let fire to. The Englifh troops, from their long 
inactivity, knew io little of the ground about Iritchinopoly, that they 
were obliged to truft to Indian guides; and thefe being ordered to con¬ 
duct them out of the reach of the enemy's advanced pofts, fell into the 
o th er extreme, and led them feveral miles out of their way, and through 
fuch bad roads, that when the morning ftar appeared, they found theni- 
felves between Elimiferum and the french rock, two miles irorn Chunda- 
faheb’s camp, and in the center of all their pofts. The approach of 
dav not oniy rendered it impoffible to fur prize the enemy, as was intended, 
but Ukewife expofed the party, if they per lifted, to the danger of being 
furrounded by their whole force; it was therefore determined to march 
back without delay to Tritehinopoly. The Frenchdifeovered them as they 
were retreating, and guefling at the intention for which they had been 
feut, thought themfelves no longer fafe to the fouth ol the Caveri, and 
took the refoiution of retreating that very day to the pagodas ontheifiand. 
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Chunda-faheb ftrenuouflyoppofed this rcfolution, for which indeed there 
appeared no neceffity; but finding that he could not prevail on Mr. Law 
to alter it, he gave orders for his own troops to crofs the river likewife. 
The retreat, as is ufual when meafures have not been previoufly con¬ 
certed, was made with fc much precipitation, that his army had time 
to tranfport only a part of their baggage, but none of the vaft quantity 
of provifions with which they had ftored their magazines ; thefe they 
therefore fet fire to. The French carrying off their artillery, abandoned 
all their pofts excepting Elimiferum, and before the next morning the 
whole army was on the ifiand, where Mr. Law took up his quarters 
in the pagoda of Jumbakiftna; of Chunda-faheb’s troops fome went 
into the pagoda of Seringham, others encamped under the northern 
wall, and the reft extended farther eaftward along the bank of the 
Coleroon, 

The next day, captain Dalton was fent with the company of gre¬ 
nadiers, fome Morattoes and Sepoys, to attack Elimiferum: the party 
had with them two pieces of cannon and a mortar, the tranfporting 
of which through bad roads prevented them from arriving near theplace 
before night, when captain Dalton with two others advanced to recon¬ 
noitre. Difcovering no centinels, and finding the gate of the wall 
which furrounds the foot of the rock open, they concluded that the 
place-was abandoned, and entering, began to afeend the fteps which 
led to the pagoda on the fuminit; but before they got there, the enemy 
alarmed by the neighingof the horfes,ran to their guns and fired upon the 
detachment, which they difeovered, firft by the light of their matches-, 
and foon after by the blaze of fome huts to which the Morattoes, as is 
their cuftom, had let fire. The fmoke of the guns, and the dark- 
nefs of the night, enabled captain Dalton and his companions to re¬ 
treat unperceived; and as. foon as he rejoined the detachment, he fent 
fome men to lodge themfelves under cover of a bank before the lower 
gate, where they were directed to remain until morning, in order to 
prevent the enemy from making their efcape. But this party, defirous 
of fignalizing themfelves, imprudently exceeded their orders, and enter¬ 
ing the lower gate, ran up the fteps, and endeavoured to force the doors 
of the pagoda above; where they were received with a fmart fire, which 
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foon obliged them to retreat ■with five Europeans and ten Sepoys 1752. 
wounded. A reinforcement was immediately fent to take charge oi 1 •' 1 

the bank, and all remained quiet until morning, when the enemy per¬ 
ceiving that preparations were making to bombard them, furrendered. 

Fifteen Europeans, thirty Sepoys, and two pieces of cannon, one of them 
a fine 18 pounder, were found here; the fmaller piece of cannon, 
with fame Sepoys, were left to garrlfon this poft; the reft returned with 
the other gun to Tritchinopoly, which was prefented to the Nabob, 
as the firft which had been taken during the campaign. Two days 
after the grenadiers, who had always behaved with the fpirit peculiar 
to this clafs of foldiers, gained another advantage. The great men 
of the allied army complained, that they were much difturbed in their 
daily ablutions in the Caveri, by a gun which fired from the choultry 
lying half-way between the pagoda of Seringham and the river. 

Captain Dalton was fent to attack this poft, who concealed his men be¬ 
hind an old wall on the bank of the river, where they waited till near 
noon, when the great heat of the fun induced a part of the enemy’s 
guard to return to the camp, and the reft to retire into the choultry 
to fteep: the grenadiers then rulhed acrofs the river, which was fordable, 
and entered the poft with fo much rapidity that they took the gun 
before the enemy had time to fire it more than once: it was brought 
away without any opposition, for fome field pieces had been fent to the 
river-fide to cover the retreat. 

Events of fuch a nature as the attacks of Elimiferum and the choultry, 
as well as feveral others, which appear in the courfe of this work, would 
have no influence in fuch fanguinary wars as moft writers have only 
thought worthy of their attention : and thefe details may therefore by 
many be deemed equally tirefotne and fuperfluous; but the ftrefs of this 
Indian war lying on the European allies, who rarely have exceeded a thou- 
fand men on a fide, the actions of a Angle platoon in India may have the 
fame influence on the general fuccef$,as the conduct of a whole regiment 
in Europe: and to give a juft idea of the fuperiority of European arms, 
when oppofed to thofe of Indoftan, is one of the principal intentions 
of this narrative. The new activity which began to appear in the Eng- 
lifti battalion, induced Morari-row to relinquifh his correfpondence with 
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Chtmda-faheb, and impreffed the enemy with terrors equal to thofe 
which they had formerly raifed both in the Englilh and the Nabob’s 
army; there feemed to be no fenfe in their councils. The whole Car¬ 
natic lay before them, and by retreating into it they might protract the 
war until the want of money fhould decide the conteft; but instead of 
taking this hep, they fuffered themfelves to be captivated by the appa¬ 
rent ftfcength of the two pagodas, and determined to hand their ground 
in them, notwithhanding that, by the dehrudion of their magazines, they 
were already reduced to the ncceffity of fetching their provisions from a 
great diftance : they were afraid to fight, and alhamed to retreat. 

At the fame time nothing but a refolution juhified by very few exam¬ 
ples, and bordering in appearance on rafhnefs, feemed capable of putting 
a fpeedy end to the war, of which the expences had now greatly dif- 
trefied the Eah India company’s mercantile affairs. The intimacy and 
confidence with which major Lawrence dihinguifhed capt. Clive, per¬ 
mitted this officer to fuggeft to him the refolution of dividing the army 
into two bodies, and detaching one of thefe under his command to the 
north of the Coleroon, whilft the other remained to the ibuth of the 
Caveri: this was rifquing the whole to gain the whole; for if the ene¬ 
my fhoukl overpower one of thefe bodies, by attacking it with their 
whole force, the Nabob’s affairs would again be reduced to the brink of 
ruin; and if they negle&ed or failed in this attempt, they would infalli¬ 
bly be ruined themfelves. The propofal, hardy as it was, was adopted 
by the major without any hefitation ; and with a fpirit of equity rarely 
pofTefied by competitors for glory, he was fo far from taking umbrage at 
the author of this mafterly advice, that he determined in his own mind 
to give him the command of the feparate body, although he refrained from 
declaring his intention until he could reconcile it to the reft of the cap¬ 
tains in the battalion, who were all of them his fnperiors in rank; but 
the fcheme was no fooner propofed to the Nabob and-the generals of the 
alliance, than the Morattoes and Myforeans removed the difficulty, by de¬ 
claring that they would not make any detachments of their troops if they 
were to be commanded by any other perfon. It was neceflary to reduce 
the polls of which the enemy were in pofleffionto the north of the Cole- 
roon: to intercept the reinforcements which might come from Pondi¬ 
cherry 


History of the Carnatic. 


221 


Book ill. 


cherry through the (heights of Utatoor; and above all, that captain 
Clive’s divifion Ihould not be out of the reach of a forced march from 
the reft of the army encamped near Tritchinopoly, left the whole of the 
enemy’s force Ihould fail upon him before major Lawrence could 
move to his aftiftance. It was therefore determined to chufe fuch a 
central fitnation between the {heights of Utatoor and the Co!croon 
as would belt anfwer all thele intentions. Every thing being fettled, 
captain Clive began his march in the night of the 6th of April with 400 
Europeans, 700 Sepoys, 3000 Morattoes under the command of Innis- 
Khan, loco of the Tanjorine horfe, and eight pieces of artillery, two 
of which were battering cannon, and fix of them field pieces. To 
conceal their march, they crofted over into the ill and three miles to the 
eaftward of Jumbakiftna. The number of deep water-courfes which 
interfedted this part of it, rendered the traniporting of the cannon dif¬ 
ficult and laborious ; and whilft the Europeans were employed at one 
of the water-courfes, a body of the enemy’s Sepoys, returning from 
Coiladdy with a convoy of oxen laden with provifions, came up, intend¬ 
ing to pafs at the fame place; and before they could retreat, received 
two or three vollies, which killed feveral of them. 

The troops having paffed the Coleroon before morning, proceeded 
feven miles to the north of it, and took pofteffion of the village of Sa¬ 
in iavaram, in which are two pagodas about a quarter of a mile diftant 
from each other, one on each fide of the high road leading to Uta¬ 
toor ; thefe were allotted for the quarters of the Europeans and Sepoys; 
ravelins were immediately flung up before the gates, and a redoubt 
capable of receiving all the cannon was conftru&ed to command the 
road to the north and fouth. The Morattoes and Tanjorines encamped 
round the pagodas. 

Whilft the army were employed in thefe works, a party from Sering- 
ham took pofteftion of Munfurpett, a pagoda fituated near the high road 
between Pitchandah and Sam iavaram. It commanded a view of the 
country feveral miles; winch advantage, joined to that of its fituation, 
rendered it the belt advanced poll that could be chofen by either fide; 
a detacliment was therefore immediately fent to difiodge the enemy, 
who defended themfelves all day, killing an officer, three Europeans, 

and 
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1752. and 10 Sepoys, and in the night made their efcape to Pitchandah undif- 
* * ' covered. 

The next day a party of Sepoys, with a few Europeans, were detach¬ 
ed to attack Lalguddy, a mud fort fituated about feven miles to the eaft 
of Seringham, clofe to the bank of the Coleroon, and oppofite to the 
eaftern part of the enemy’s late encampment to the fouth of the Caveri. 
They kept a garrifon of Sepoys here, intending to make it an interme¬ 
diate magazine of pvovifions, which were to be brought from hence to 
their camp on the ifland as opportunity offered. The Sepoys attack¬ 
ing the fort by efcalade, carried it after a faint refiftance, and found 
in it a quantity of grain fufficient for ten tlioufand men for two 
months. 

Mr. Dupleix, agarnft whofe orders Mr. Law had retreated to the 
north of the Caveri, was much alarmed at the critical fituation to 
which the army of Chunda-faheb and his own troops were redu¬ 
ced. He, however, with his ufual perfeverance and activity, deter¬ 
mined to make the great eft efforts he was able to reinforce them; 
and immediately on receiving news that captain Clive was en¬ 
camped at Samiavaram, detached 120 Europeans, 500 Sepoys, 
and four field pieces, with a large convoy of provifions and 
ftores. This party was led by Mr. D’Auteuil, who was empower¬ 
ed to take the command from Mr. Law. They arrived on the 
14tli of April at Utatoor, and intended, by making a large circuit 
to the weft of Samiavaram, to gain in the night the bank of 
the Coleroon. The fate of the two armies depended in a great 
meafure upon the fuccefs or mifcarriage of this convoy and reinforce¬ 
ment. Captain Clive apprized of Mr. D’Auteuil’s intention, fet out 
the fame night with the greateft part of his force to intercept him ; 
but Mr. D’Auteuil receiving advice of his approach, immediately turn¬ 
ed back and regained the fort; on which captain Clive return¬ 
ed with the utmoft expedition to Samiavaram, where he arrived 
in the morning. In the afternoon, Mr. Law got intelligence of 
his march, without hearing of his return, which could not naturally be 
fufpedted, as Utatoor is 1 3 miles from Samiavaram : he therefore, 
as foon as it was dark, detached 80 Europeans, and 700 Sepoys, 
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to attack the few troops he imagined to be remaining there : of thefe 1752. 

men forty were English defer ter s. This party arrived near the camp at '—* 

midnight, when one of their fpies informed the commanding officer 
that the troops which had marched againft Mr. D’Auteuil were re¬ 
turned ; but he, imputing the information either to cowardice or 
treachery, gave no credit to the fpy, and proceeded ; they were chal¬ 
lenged by the advanced guard of Englifh Sepoys, on which the officer 
of the deferters, an Irifhman, dept out and told them, that he was fent 
by major Lawrence to reinforce captain Clive : and the reft of the de¬ 
ferters fpeakingEnglifh likewife, confirmed the adertion, and perftiaded 
the .Sepoys fo fully, that they omitted the ufual precaution of afking 
the counter word, which would certainly have difcovered the ftrata- 
gem; and fent one of their body to conduct the enemy to the head¬ 
quarters. They continued their march through a part of the Morattoe 
camp, without giving or receiving any difturbance until they came to the 
leffer pagoda. Here they were challenged by the centincls, and by 
others who were poded in a neighbouring choultry to the north of it, 
in which captain Clive lay alleep. They returned the challenge by a 
volley into each place, and immediately entered the pagoda, putting all 
they met to the fword. Captain Clive darting out of his fleep, and not 
conceiving it poffible that the enemy could have advanced into the cen¬ 
tre of his camp, imputed the firing to his own Sepoys, alarmed by fome 
attack at the outfkirts: he however ran to the upper pagoda, where the 
greateft part of his Europeans were quartered, who having likewife- % - 

taken the alarm, were under arms; and he immediately returned with 
200 of them to the choultry. Here he now difcovered a large body of' 

Sepoys drawn up facing the fouth,and firing at random. Their pofi.tion, 
which looked towards the enemy’s encampment, joined to their confu- 
fion, confirmed him in his conjecture that they were his own troops, 
who had taken fome unneceflary alert. In this- fuppofition he drew up 
his Europeans within 20 yards of their rear, and then going alone 
amongft them, ordered the firing to ceafe, upbraiding fome with the 
panic he fuppofed them to have taken, and even ftriking others. At 
length one of the Sepoys, who underftood a little of the French lan¬ 
guage, difcovering that he was an Englifhman, attacked.and wounded. 
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1752. him in two places with his fword; but finding himfelf on the point of 
being overpowered, ran away to the lower pagoda : captain Clive, 
exafpe rated at this inlblence from a man whom he imagined to be in 
his own fervice, followed him to the gate, where, to his great fur prize, 
he was aecofted by lix french men : his ufual pretence of mind did 
not fail him in this critical occafion, but fuggefiing to him ail that 
had happened, he told the Frenchmen, with great compofure, that 
he was come to offer them terms; and if they would look out, 
they would perceive the pagoda furrounded by his whole army, who 
were determined to give no quarter if any refiftanee were made. The 
firmnefs with which thefe words were delivered, made fuch an irn- 
preflion, that three of the Frenchmen ran into the pagoda to carry this 
intelligence, whilft the other three furrendered their arms to captain 
Clive, and followed him towards the choultry, whither he haftened, 
intending to order the Europeans to attack the body of Sepoys, whom 
he now firft knew 1 ' to be enemies; but thefe had already dii'covered the 
danger of their fituation, and had marched out of the reach of the Eu- 
ropeans v who imagining that they did this in obedience to captain Clive’s 
orders, made no motion to interrupt or attack them. Soon after, eight 
Frenchmen, who had been fent from the pagoda to reconnoitre, fell 
in with the Englifh troops, and were made pritoners j and thefe, with 
the other three which captain Clive had taken, were delivered to the 
charge of a ferjeant’s party, who not knowing in this time of darknefs 
and confufion, that the enemy were in pofleffion of the lower pa¬ 
goda, carried them thither; and on delivering them to the guard, 
found out their error; but fuch was alfo the confufion of the French 
in the pagoda, that they fuffered the ferjeant and his party to return 
umnolefted. The reft of the Englifh troops had now joined the others, 
and captain Clive imagining that the enemy would never have attempted 
fo defperate an enterprize without fupporting it with their whole army, 
deemed it abfolutely neceffary to flora# the pagoda before the troops 
who were in it could receive any affiftaned. One of the. two folding 
doors of the gateway had for fome time been taken down to be repaired, 
and the other was ftrongly ftapled down, io that the remaining part of 
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the entrance would admit only two men abreaft: the Englifti foldiers 1 75 2 ' 
made the attack, and continued it for fome time with great refolution j 
but the deierters within fought defperately, and killed an officer and 
fifteen men, on which the attack was ordered to ceafe until day¬ 
break j and in the mean time fuch a difpofition was made as might 
prevent thofe in the pagoda from efcaping, and at the fame time oppofe 
any other body which might come to their relief. At day-break the 
commanding officer of the French feeing the danger of his fituation, 
made a fally at the head of his men, who received fo heavy a fire, 
that he liimielf, with twelve others who fir ft came out of the gateway 
were killed by the volley; on which the reft ran back into the pagoda. 

Captain Clive then advanced into the porch of the gate to parly with the 
enemy, and being weak with the lo's of blood, and fatigue, ftoqd 
with his back to the wall of the porch, and leaned, ftooping forward, 
on the (boulders of two ferjeants. The officer of the Englifh defer ter s 
prefented himfelf with great infolence, and telling Captain Clive with 
abufive language, that he would (hoot him, fired his miffket. The 
ball miffed him, but went through the bodies of both the ferjeants on 
whom he was leaning, and they both fell mortally wounded. The 
Frenchmen had hitherto defended the pagoda in compliance with the 
Englifh deferters, but thinking it neceffary to difavow fuch an outrage, 
which might exclude them from any pretenfions to quarter, their officer 
immediately furrendered. By this time the body of the enemy’s Sepoys 
had palled out of the camp with as little interruption as they had entered 
it; but orders having been fent to the Morattoes to purfue them, Innis- 
Khan with all his men mounted at day-break, and came up with them 
in the open plain before they gained the bank of the Coleroon. The Se¬ 
poys no fooner perceived them than they flung away their arms, and at¬ 
tempted to fave themfelves by difperfing; but the Morattoes, who never 
figure fomuch as inthefe cruel exploits, exerted themfelves with fuch 
activity, that, according to their own report, not a fingle man of 700 es¬ 
caped alive; it is certain that none of them ever appeared to contradict 
this affertion. Befides the efcapes already mentioned, captain Clive 
had another, which was not difeovered until the hurry of the day was 
over, when it was found that the volley which the enemy fired into the 
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1752. choultry where he was Beeping had fhattered a box that lay under his 
'“* y * feet, and killed a fervant who lay clofe to him. 

Pitchandah and Utatoor were now the only polls which the enemy 
held to the north of the Coleroon, but they were inpoffeffionof Coilacldy, 
wliich commands the eaflern extremity of the ifland; and left Mr. Law 
ftiould attempt to force his way on this fide, major Lawrence detached 
Monack-jee the general of the Tanjorines to take it; and to the 
fouth of the Caveri, where the enemy had no polls, a line of troops were 
difpofed, which extended five miles on each fide of the city of Tritchi- 
nopoly, 

Monack-jee on the z( th of April took Coiladdy, and the enemy lofing- 
here their laft magazine of provUions, became every day more and 
more diftreffed; but the hopes of being joined by Mr, D’Auteuil kept 
up their fpirits, and prevented them from making any attempts to get 
out of the ifland : he ftill remained at Utatoor watching fome oppor¬ 
tunity to make his way good to Seringham: it was therefore de¬ 
termined to attack him; but as the late attempt ,on Samiavaram 
{hewed the neceflity of keeping the army there intire, major Lawrence 
refolvcd to fend a party from his own divifion on this fervice. Accord¬ 
ingly captain Dalton on the c,th of May eroded the rivers in the night 
with 150 Europeans, 400 Sepoys, 500 Morattoes, and four field pieces, 
one of them a 12 pounder; and halting fome hours at Samiavaram, 
arrived at five the next evening at a choultry within two miles of Uta¬ 
toor, where he intended to pafs the night, as the troops were much fa¬ 
tigued, There was at fome diftance in front of the choultry a vil¬ 
lage, which appearing a proper poll for an advanced guard, fome dra¬ 
goons. were fent to reconnoitre it, who difeovered that the enemy had 
already taken poffeffion of it; on which a party of Europeans and Sepoys 
were fent to diflodge them; which they effected with fo much eafe, that, 
fiufhed with their fuccefs, they purfued the enemy beyond the village,, 
until they came in fight of Mr. D’Anteuil marching out of Utatoor, who, 
mftead of waiting to attack with his whole force, fent forward a party to 
fall upon the Englifh whilft they were forming; a fkirmifh enfued, and 
the enemy was repulfed; but the. Englifh officer being mortally wounded, 

the 


Book III. History of the Carnatic. 227* 

the detachment retreated to the village, where they remained, and fuf- 1752. 
tained the fire of the enemy’s cannon until the reft of the troops came 
up. It was almoft dufk, and captain Dalton concluding that the ene¬ 
my might be deceived in their opinion of his ftrength, and miftake it 
for the whole of captain Clive’s force, ventured to divide his men into 
two bodies, who marched to attack each flank of the enemy’s line, 
whilft a few Europeans left with the guns near the village cannonaded 
them in front. Mr. D’Auteuil no fooner perceived this difpofition than 
it fuggefted to him the opinion it was intended to produce, and he re¬ 
treated with great precipitation, purfued within a few yards of the 
walls of Utatoor: the Englifti were on the point of getting pof- 
feffion of one of his guns, when they were obliged to halt and face 
about, to defend themfelves againft the enemy’s cavalry, who taking 
advantage of the dufk of the evening, had made a circuit, and appeared 
unexpectedly in their rear. The Morattoes however galloping in, flung 
themfelves between, and the two bodies of cavalry remained fome time 
firing carabines and piftols, until one of the Englifti 6 pounders came 
up, which after a few fhot decided the conteft, and obliged the enemy’s 
horfe to retreat; the Morattoes then charged them fword in hand, and 
drove them into the fort; but not without fuffering themfelves; for fe- 
veral of them returned much wounded. The Englifti fired at the fort 
from the rocks which are clofe to the walls until eight o’clock, when they 
retreated back to the choultry, leaving an advanced guard of Europeans 
at the village, and 200 Morattoes, who promifed to patrole all night, 
and give immediate information if the enemy fhould make any motion 
to abandon the fort. 

Mr. D’Auteuil continuing in his miftake concerning the force which 
was come againft him, no fooner found that they had returned to the 
choultry, than he quitted the fort with all his troops, and marched away 
to Volcondah, leaving behind in the hurry a great quantity of military 
ftores and ammunition, as well as refrefhments intended for the officers 
of Mr. Law’s army. The Morattoes performed the duty they had un¬ 
dertaken with fo little vigilance, that captain Dalton did not hear of the 
enemies retreat until two in the morning, when it was too late to purfue 
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them: he, however, marched to the fort, and took pofTeflion of the 
ftores which the enemy had left in it. 

Mr. Law received no intelligence of captain Dalton’s march acrofe 
the rivers; but the next morning difcovering from the fpire of Se- 
ringham, the detachment proceeding from Samiavaram towards Utav 
toor, imagined it to be- a part of captain Clive’s army; and on this, 
fuppofition croffed the Coleroon with all his Europeans and Sepoys, 
and a large body of cavalry. Captain Clive immediately marched to 
meet him with all his troops, excepting the guards neceffary to defend 
the approaches to his camp, and came in fight of the enemy juft- as 
their rear had croffed the river. Mr. Law, ftartled at the appearance of 
a force which fo much exceeded his expectation, halted and formed his 
line in a ftrong fttuation along the bank of the river; Both armies re¬ 
mained in order of battle until evening, each having advantages which 
the other refpeded too much to venture to attack. Some fkirmifhes 
paffed between the advanced Sepoys, and. in tire night the Erench- res 
croffed the river. 

Captain Dalton remained two days at Utatoor, when he receiv¬ 
ed orders to rejoin major Lawrence ; but by this- time the Coleroon 
was fo much fwelled as to be impaffable, and the troops at Samia¬ 
varam were preparing to avail tltemfelves of this opportunity to attack 
the enemy’s poll of Pitchandah, which could receive no fuccours from 
the ill and till the waters fubfided: he therefore, to forward this fervice, 
put his detachment under captain Clive’s command; and to prevent the 
difputes which- might arife from the fiiperiority of his rank, refolved 
to ad himfelf as a volunteer. On the 14th at night the army moved 
down to the river-fide. 

• 1 ' ' • m * 

There runs along the northern bank of the Coleroon, from Pitchan¬ 
dah to the ground oppofite the great pagoda of Seringh am, a large mound 
of earth 50 feet broad at the top, thrown up by the people of the coun¬ 
try to refill the current of the river, which in this part fets ftrongly 
from the oppofite Ihore whenever the waters rife. The enemy’s camp 
on the ifland lay oppofite and within cannon-lhot of this mound'; it was 
therefore determined to employ the artillery againft them until the bat¬ 
tery againft Pitchandah could be jSnifhed. Every common foldier in an 
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Indian army is accompanied either by a wife or a concubine j the offi- 17^2.. 
cers have fevcral, and the generals whole feraglio’s: befides thefe the ' * ' 
army is encumbered by a number of attendants and fervants exceeding 
that of the fighting men; and to fupply the various wants of this ener¬ 
vated multitude, dealers, pedlars, and retailers of all forts, follow the 
camp; to whom a feparate quarter is allotted, in which they daily ex¬ 
hibit their different commodities in greater quantities and with more regu¬ 
larity than in any fair in Europe; all of them fitting on the ground in 
aline with their merchandifes expofed before them, and iheltered from 
the fun by a mat fupported by flicks. 

The next morning, the 15th, at fun-rife, fix pieces of cannon began 
to fire upon the camp from embrafures cut through the top of the 
mound, which flickered them from the guns of Pitchandah. This un¬ 
expected annoyance foon created the greateftconfufion: the enemy be¬ 
gan immediately to ftrike their tents, and every one to remove every 
thing that was either valuable or dear to him : elephants, camels, oxen 
and horfes, mingled with men, women and children affrighted and mak¬ 
ing lamentable outcries at the definition which fell around them, 
preffed to get out of the reach of it in fuch a hurryasonlyferved to retard 
their flight: however, in two hours not a tent was Handing, The crowd - 
firil moved between the pagodas of Seringham and Jumbakiftha, to¬ 
wards the bank of the Caveri, and from this fide they were fired on by 
the guns of Tritchinopoly: they then hurried to the eaftward of Jum- 
bakillna, where finding themfielves out of the reach of danger, they be¬ 
gan to fet up their tents again. The garrifoa of Pitchandah attempted’ 
to interrupt the cannonade; and finding that their artillery had no ef¬ 
fect to dilmourrt the Englifli guns covered by the mound, they made a 
tally to ieize them* but had not proceeded far before they received the 
fire of a detachment, which captain Clive had taken the precaution to 
poll in the way they were coming; and this inflantly drove them back 
again, not without fome lofs. 

During the reft of the day, the Engliftv troops were employed in 
erecting the battery in a ruined village, about -?oo yards to the north' 
of Pitchandah. The pagoda-, like moil others on the coaft of Co¬ 
romandel, is a fquare, of which the gateways projecting beyond the 
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17^2. walls, flank the angles: the French had 70 Europeans, 200 Sepoys, and 

' three pieces of cannon in the place. The attack began the next morn¬ 

ing at bay-break, from two pieces of battering cannon, which fired 
from embrafures cut through the wall of a brick houfe; the fhock foon 
brought down the wall, and left the artillery-men for fome time ex- 
pofed; but a large body of Sepoys being ordered to keep a conftant fire 
on the parapet, the enemy were very cautious in making ufe either of 
their fmall arms or cannon. Some time after one of the Englifh guns 
bur ft, and killed three Europeans, and wounded captain Dalton ; the 
breach neverthelefs was made practicable by four in the afternoon, when 
it was determined to ftorm the breach and efcalade the walls at the fame 
time. The enemy feeing the preparations for the a {fault, were dis¬ 
couraged, and beat the chamade. The Sepoys miftaking this fignal of 
furrender for a defiance, fired a volley, which killed the drummer, and 
then giving a fhout, ran to plant the colours on the breach. This mo¬ 
tion was fo rapid and unexpected, that they got to the top of it before 
any of the Englifh officers were able to come up and inform them of their 
mifta'<e, which they were unluckily confirmed in by the behaviour of 
fome of the garrifon, who drew up as faft as they could to defend 
themfelves. A body of Europeans immediately marched after them, 
with orders to reprefs their violences, even by firing upon them, if ne- 
ceffary: but they did not arrive before the Sepoys had killed feveral of 
the garrifon, andftruck fuch a terror that 15 Frenchmen jumped over 
the walls into the Coleroon, where they were drowned. The reft furren¬ 
der ed to the Europeans, whofe prefence preferved them from another 
rifque equal to that which they had juft efcaped: for the Morattoes, fee¬ 
ing the Sepoys in motion, imagined that they would carry off' all the 
plunder of the place; and refolving to have a {hare of it themfelves, 
they mounted and galloped up fword in hand to the breach : and fe¬ 
ver al of them even rode up to the top of it. The enemy’s army on the 
ifland were fpecftators of the whole attack, and fired, to very little ef¬ 
fect, a great number of random fhot at the village in which the Eng- 
lilh were pofted. 

By the reduction of Pitchandah, the enemy’s communications with 
the country to the north of the Coleroon were intirely cut off, and their 
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Indian camp became again expofed to a cannonade. The dread of this, 
and of the many other diftreffes which ftraitened the army more clofely 
every day, determined the greateft part of Chunda-faheb’s officers to 
quit his fervice; and they went in a body and informed him of this 
refolution. He heard it with great temper, and inftead of reproaching 
them for deferring him, faid, that if they had not prevented him, he 
fhould of himfelf have propofed what they defired; that although he 
was not able to difcharge the whole of their arrears, they might be af- 
fured he would pun&uaily acquit himfelf of all his obligations whenfoever 
his better fortune fliould return; and, as a proof of his ftncerity, he 
offered, to deliver up to them the greateft part of his elephants, camels, 
horles, and other military effects, which they received at a valuation in: 
part of what he was indebted to them. 

The next day thefe officers fent meffengers to the confederates,, 
fome offering to take fervice, others defiring to pafs through their 
pofts: but the Indian allies, who had for fome time regarded the whole 
of the enemy’s baggage as a booty which could not efcape them, heft— 
tated to comply with their requeft; and the Morattoes particularly, 
who fcarcely rate the iife of a man at the value of his turban, were.' 
averfe to the granting of any terms which might hinder them from 
exerting their fabres to get the fpoil, being perfuaded that, ifhofti- 
lities were carried on to extremity, their a&ivity would acquire- 
much the largeft fhare of it. The Englilh fruftrated thefe cruel 
intentions, by determining to give their own paffports, if the reft 
of the allies perfifted in refufmg; upon which they confented to 
give theirs likewife. 

Accordingly flags were planted on the banks of the Caveri and Cole-- 
roon, as a fignal to the enemy’s troops that they might pafs over in fecu- 
rity. Two thoufand of Chunda-faheb’s beft horfe, and 1500 Sepoys,, 
joined captain Clive at Samiavaram; others went to the Myforeans; very 
few to the Nabob: the troops of Morawar and Madura, and other in¬ 
dependent bodies, returned into their own countries. On the. ath day 
not a tent was ftanding in the iiland; and there remained with Chanda- ■ 
iahebno more, than 2000 horfe and 3000 foot, who took Ihelter in the- 
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1752, pagoda of Seringham * amongft the foot were 1000 Rajpoots, who* 
*—'—' fronv a. motive of religion, undertook to defend the inward temples 

againft all intruders. The French battalion, with 2000 Sepoys, {hut 
themfelves up in Jumbakiftna, giving out, as is the cuftom of that na¬ 
tion, that they intended to defend themfelves to the lull extremity. 
They preferred this to the other pagoda, becaufe its outward wall was 
in a better condition, and its fmaller extent better proportioned to the 
number of their troops. 

The artillery of Tritchi nopoly and the allied army furiiilhing no 
. more than three pieces of battering cannon, a train was ordered 
from Devi Cotah; and to lofe no opportunity of increafing the enemy’s 
did re lies before it arrived, major Lawrence on the ibth of May, the 
fame day that the French withdrew into the pagoda, quitted his pod at 
Chuckly-pollam, and encamping oppofite to it on the ifland, immedi¬ 
ately threw up an entrenchment from one river to the other ; at the 
fame time Monack-jee with the Tanjorines moving from the eadward, 
took poffeffion of Chuckly-pollam; and the army at Samiavaram 
quitting that pod, encamped along the northern bank of the Coleroon, 
The Myforeans remained, as before, to the wed of the city. 

But although the obdacles which now fur rounded the enemy were 
difficult to be overcome, they were not abfolutely infur mountable. The 
troops in Jumbakidna outnumbered thofe in the major’s camp two to 
one, and both the rivers fwelling often at this feafon of the year, 
Mr. Law might force his way through it before any fuccours could 
come from the main land: if fuccefsful in this attempt, he might, as 
foon as the rivers began to fall, crofs the Caveri at fome pafs farther to 
the eadward, before captain Clive’s divifion would be able to pafs the 
Coleroon, as this being the deeper channel, does not become fordable 
again fo foon as the other: he might then by hady marches make his 
way good to Karical, harraffed indeed in his rout by Myforeans and 
Morattoes, who, unfupported by the Englifh troops, would probably 
make few vigorous efforts againft a compact body of European infantry 
provided with a well-appointed train of artillery: but fuch a plan im¬ 
plied an option of difficulties not to be expe&ed from troops dilpirited 
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by ill fuccefs, and commanded by officers of no great talents ; nor does 
it appear that the French ever entertained any thoughts of carrying it 
into execution. They flattered themfelves in their irrefolute councils, 
Chat Mr. D’Auteuil would make his way good into the ifland, notwitli- 
ftanding this attempt was- now become more difficult than ever; and 
they hoped, with the fuppUes he was bringing, to protract the defence 
of the pagoda to the end of June, at which time fliips were expe&ed at 
Pondicherry with a confiderable reinforcement of troops from France ; 
however, for fear of the word:, Mr. Law determined to take fueh mea- 
l'ures as he thought would place the perfon of Chunda-faheb out of 
danger. 
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Deferters informing the Engiiffi how much the enemy’s future re- 
folutions depended on the arrival of Mr. D’Auteuil’s convoy, it was 
determined to make another attempt againft that reinforcement; 
but as it was reported that they were in polleffion of all the forti¬ 
fications at Vol-condah, it was thought necefi'ary, if poffible, to bring 
the governor over to the Nabob’s intereft. A letter was written to him 
full of promifes : the man changing Tides with fortune, anfwered, 
that although he had permitted Mr. D’Auteuil to make up his quar¬ 
ters in the pettali, he had not fuffered him to take pofleffion ei¬ 
ther of the Hone fort, or the fortifications of the rock; and that if any 
troops were fent to attack the French, he would aiTift to deftroy them. 
About the fame time Mr. D’Auteuil, prefled by the repeated follicita- 
tions of Mr. Law, quitted Vol-condah, and to conceal feme other plan 
gave out that he intended to retake the fort of Utatoor. Such an 
opportunity of attacking him was more to be relied on than the pro- 
* miles of the governor, and captain Clive marched againft him without 
delay. 

Fie left a ftrong garrifon in Pitchandah, and in his camp a number of 
troops fufficient, by well contrived difpofitions,to prevent Mr. Law from 
fufpecting the abfence of the force he took with him, which con filled of 
100 Europeans, 1 oco Sepoys, and 2000 Morattoe liorfe, with fix field 
pieces. They let out on the 27th of May in the evening, and arrived 
before morning at Utatoor, where they Unit themfelves up in the fort all 
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1752. that day and the enfuing night, in hopes- that Mr, D’Auteuil would in¬ 
advertently come near enough to give them an opportunity of falling up¬ 
on him on the plain before he could regain Vol-condah. He did in¬ 
deed advance within feven miles of Utatoor; but either from fome ru¬ 
mour, or fufpicion, his courage failed him on a fudden, and he took the 
refolution of returning in great hafte to the place from whence he came, 
Captain Clive was no iooner informed of his retreat than he fet out in 
purfuit of him, and early in the morning fent the Morattoes before, 
inftrufting them to keep their main body out of fight, and to endeavour 
to harrafs and retard the enemy’s march with fmall parties, fuch as 
might be miftaken for detachments fent only in queft of plunder, and 
prevent them from fufpecting any thing more. Some of them came 
up with the enemy in the afternoon, within a league of Vol-condah, 
and amufed Mr, D’Auteuil fo well, that he, hoping to entice them 
within reach of his fire, wafted fome time in making evolutions; but 
greater numbers coming in fight, he began to fufpe£t the ftratagem, 
and forming his men in a column with two field pieces in front, re¬ 
treated. By this time the whole body of Morattoes came up and ho¬ 
vered round him until he reached Vol-condah, where he drew up 
between the mud wall of the pettah and the river Valarru, which was 
almoft dry. Soon after the Sepoys, who formed the van of the Englifh 
column, appeared outmarching the Europeans at a great rate j 600 of 
them had, in the enemy’s fervice, ftormed the breaches at the aflault of 
Arcot, and having fince that time been employed in the Englifh fer¬ 
vice in feveral aiftions under the command of captain Clive, entertained 
no fmall opinion of their own prowefs when fupported by a body 
of Europeans. Thefe men no fooner came within cannon-fhot of 
the enemy, than they ran precipitately to attack them, without re¬ 
garding any order. They received the fire of the enemy’s cannon, 
and mufketry, which killed many of them, but did not check the 
reft from rullnng on to the pufli of bayonet. The Morattoes, ani¬ 
mated by fuch an example, galloped acrols the river, and charging the 
flanks, increafed the confufion, which the Sepoys had made in the 

* center. The attack was too general and impetuous to be long refilled, 

• and the enemy retired haftily through the barrier into the pettah 

where 
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where they began to make refinance again by firing over the mud wall. 
By this time the Europeans came up, and afTaulting the barrier, foon 
forced their way and put the enemy to flight a fecond time, who 
now ran to take fhelter in the ftone fort, where the governor, 
according to his promife, ihut the gate ; but fome of them getting- 
over the walls with foaling ladders, in an unguarded part, opened 
the gate, in fpite of the garrifon, and let in their fellow fugitives. 
This palfed whilft the Englifh troops, cautious of difperfing in a 
place they were not acquainted with, were forming to follow them 
in order, and foon after the field pieces began to fire upon the 
gate, whilft the mufketry under fhelter of the houfes deterred the 
enemy from appearing on the ramparts. Mr. D’Auteuil therefore, 
as the laft refource, attempted to get into the fortifications of the 
adjacent rock ; but the governor, who was there in perfon, fent him 
word, that if he perfifled in ufing any violence he Would fire into the 
fort. In this perplexity, which the night increafed, he confulted his 
officers, who unanimoufly agreed to furrender. The white flag was 
hung out, and the terras were foon fettled. It was agreed, that the de- 
ferters fhould be pardoned, that the French commiffioned officers fhould 
not ferve againft the Nabob for 12 months, and the private men remain 
prifoners of war at his difcretion. The whole party confifted of 100 
Europeans, of which 35 were Englifh deferters, 400 Sepoys, and 340 
horfe. Their artillery was only three pieces of camion, but there was 
found in the pettah three large magazines, which, befides a variety of 
other military ftores, contained 800 barrels of gum-powder and 3000 
mufkets. It was known that Mr. D’Auteuil had with him a large fum 
of money, but he fecreted great part of it amongft his own baggage, 
which he was permitted to carry away without examination: the 
troops on both fides embezzled part of the remainder: fo that only 
50,000 rupees were regularly taken pofieffion of for the ufe of the cap- 
tors ; whofe booty, exclufive of the military {lores, which were re- 
ferved for the Company, amounted to 10,000 pounds fterling: the 
horfemen and Sepoys were, as ufual, difarmed and fet at liberty, and 
captain Clive returned to his camp with the reft of the prifoners. 
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The French at Jumbakiftnawere apprized of the march of the troops 
to intercept Mr. D’Autetiil, and had before received from him fuch a 
defcription of the difficulties which obftru&ed his paiTage as deftroyed 
the hopes they had too fondly entertained of this reiource ; their pro* 
vifions likewife began to fail. The ftraits to which they were reduced 
had for fome time been forefeen by Chunda-faheb, and he had often re- 
prefented to Mr. Law the neceffity of making a vigorous effort to extri¬ 
cate themfelves; but finding that his remonftrances were not heeded, 
the ufual fteadinefs of his mind began to fail him, and he gave way 
to an anxiety, which increafing with the profpedt of his diftreffes, 
greatly impaired his health. At the fame time Mr. Law was 
not a little follicitous about the fafety of a perfon of fuch great import¬ 
ance, whom his own irrefolute conduit had brought into the dangers 
which now fur rounded him. He thought, and perhaps juftly, that if 
Chunda-falieb fhould be obliged to furrender, the Nabob would never 
agree to fpare the life of his rival; and from the prejudices of national 
animofity, he concluded that if the Engliffi got him into their power, 
they would not with-hold him from the Nabob’s refentment: he there¬ 
fore fuggefted to his ally the neceffity of attempting to make his efcape, by 
bribing fome chief of the confederate army to permit him to pafs 
through his quarters. Chunda-faheb, fenfible of his defperate fituation, 
confented to try his defperate remedy, forced by the feverity of his fate 
v to make an option on which his life depended, when every choice pre- 
fented almoft equal danger. The Nabob was out of the queftion ; the 
Myforeans he knew would make ufe of him as a means to oblige the 
Nabob to fulfil the agreements he had made with them, and the Mo- 
rattoes would fell him to the higheft bidder of the two: the Polygars 
were not ftrong enough, nor were their troops fituated conveniently to 
favour his efcape. There remained the Tanjorines; thefe had formerly 
received injuries from Chunda-faheb, and more lately had feen their ca¬ 
pital befieged by him; fo that had their troops been commanded by the 
king in perfon, it would have been as abfurd to repofe a confidence in 
them as in any other of the allies : but it was known that their general 
Monack-jee was at open variance with the prime minifter, who had on 
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all occafioivs prevented the king from diflinguifhing him with thofe 
marks of gratitude his military fervices deferved. It was therefore 
thought not impracticable to fepapte the interefls of the general from 
thofe of his fovereign; and this feeble glimmering ray of hope was fol¬ 
lowed, only becaufe no other prefented itfelf. 

Monack-iee received the overture, and carried on the correfpondence 
with fo much add refs and feeming complacence, as induced Mr, Law 
and Chunda-faheb to think they had gained hi in over to their intereft: 
a large fum of money was paid, and much more, with every other 
advantage he thought proper to ftipulate, promifed: but the hour Chun¬ 
da-faheb was to deliver himfelf into his hands was not fixed, when 
on the 3 i ft of May the battering cannon arrived from Devi Cotah, and 
Mr. Law received a fummons to iurrender at difcretion, Monack-jee 
now acting as a friend, feat at the fame time a meffage advifing Chunda- 
faheb to come over to him that very night, fince, if he delayed to make 
his efcape before the Englifh advanced nearer the pagodas, which they 
were preparing to batter, his pafTage to Chuckly-pollam, would after¬ 
wards be fubjedt to infinite rifques. 

In order therefore to prevent the Englifh from talcing any fufpicions 
of this important refolution before it was carried into effect, Mr. Law, 
not unfagacioufly, made ufe of the higheft fpirit of rodomontade in 
his anfwer to major Lawrence. He talked of defending the pagoda un¬ 
til the laft extremity, unlefs he vfas permitted to march away with ail 
the troops under his command wherever hepleafed; infilling like wife, 
that no fearch fhould be made after any perfort under his colours. On 
tliei'e conditions lie was willing to deliver up one half of his artillery. 

As foon as it was night, Mr. Law himfelf repaired privately to Mo- 
nack-jee’s quarters, where, amongfl other precautions, he demanded, 
that a confiderabie hoflage fhould be delivered before Chunda-faheb 
put himfelf into Monack-jee's power. To this theTanjorine anfwered 
with great calmnefs, that if any intentions of treachery were en¬ 
tertained, no hoflage would be a check to them ; and that by giving 
one, the fecret would be divulged, and the efcape rendered impracti¬ 
cable. He, however, took an oath, the moft facred of all to an Indian 
foldier, on his fabre and poniard, whiling they might be turned to his 
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17^2. own deftru&ion if he failed iri his engagements, which were to lend 

'—' away Chunda-faheb as foon as he came into his quarters, with an efcort 

of horfe, to the French fettlement *>f Karical, At the fame time a 
. Tanjbrine officer affined Mr. Law that he was appointed to com¬ 
mand the efcort, and fhewed the pallankin and other preparations "which 
were intended for the journey. Mr. Law and the officer then repaired to a 
choultry, where Chunda-faheb himfelf, with a few attendants, waited 
the refult of the conference. As foon as he had heard it related, he pro¬ 
ceeded with tlxe Tanjorine to Monack-jee’s quarters, where, inhead of 
the efcort he expc&ed, he was met by a guard patroling for him, who 
carried him with violence into a tent, where they immediately put him 
into irons. 

The news was inftantly communicated to the Nabob, the Myfo- 
rean and Morattoe, and kept them up all night debating on the fate 
of the prifoner. The next morning they repaired together with Mo¬ 
nack-jee to major Lawrence’s tent, inwhofe prefence they held a council. 
Each of them infilled that Chunda-faheb ought to be delivered to 
himfelf, fupporting the demand with the fuperior importance each 
thought he bore in the general caufe; but Monack-jee firmly refufed to 
give his prize out of his own hands. The major hath hitherto remained 
filent, but finding that thediffentionwas irreconcileable, propofed that the 
Englifli ffiould have the care of him, and keep him in one of their fet- 
tlements. They were all of them averfe to this fcheme, and broke up 
the conference without coming to any refolution: the three competitors 
in high indignation againfl: one another, and againii Monack-jee, who 
had moreover the mortification of feeing that the treachery he had com¬ 
mitted was lo far from being acknowledged as a fervice rendered to 
the general caufe, that the Myforean, the Morattoe, and perhaps the 
Nabob himfelf, wifhed in the bottom of their hearts that Chunda- 
faheb had not been taken, fince they had not the difpofal of him in 
their own power. 

Immediately after the conference, major Lawrence fent another fum- 
mons to Mr. Law, more peremptory than the former: for a decifive an- 
fwer was demanded before noon the next day; after which his flags of 
truce would be fired upon; and if the batteries once began to play, it 
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was declared that every man in the pagoda fhould be put to the 
fword. 

He had already been informed of the fate of his ally, and had heard 
a rumour of the defeat at Vol-condah, but this he did not intirely give 
credit to; when convinced of it by the report of one of his own officers 
who had feen Mr. D’Auteuil in the Englifh camp, he defired a perfonal 
conference with major Lawrence, which, after feveral meftages, was 
agreed to be held the next day. 

He began, by aflerting that the peace which exifted between the two 
crowns, entitled him to expe&from the Englifh every mark of confidera- 
tion for the French troops, fince they were now left unconnected with 
any powers contending in the Carnatic, by the difperfion of Chunda-fa- 
heb’s army, and the imprifonment of its leader; he therefore expected 
that the Englifh would, inftead of a&ing as enemies, contribute as allies 
to facilitate the retreat of his army into the French fettlements. 
Major Lawrence replied, that he a£ted in the conference only as 
the interpreter of the Nabob’s intentions, with whom the Englifh 
were in clofe alliance ; and as a juftifieation of the Nabob’s con dud, 
produced a letter in which Mr. Dupleix had declared that he 
would never ceafe to purfue him whilft a lingle Frenchman remained 
in India. 

After feveral other altercations, which produced little change in the 
terms firft propofed, the capitulation was figned. It was agreed 
that the pagoda of Jumbakiftna fhould be delivered up, with all the 
guns, ftores, and ammunition; that the officers fhould give their parole 
not to ferve againft the Nabob or his allies; that the private men of the 
battalion, Europeans, Coffrees and Topafies, fhould remain prifoners $ 
and that the deferters fhould be pardoned. 

The troops with captain Clive were then ordered to rejoin the 
major’s divifion, and the next morning, before break of day, captain 
Dalton marched with 250 chofen men, who halted, beating their 
drums at an abandoned out-poft within piftol-fhot of the walls of 
jumbakiftna,'whilft the major remained not far off with the reft of the 
troops, drawn up ready to prevent the effett of any treachery; but none 
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.ijrj*, was intended: for Mr, Law foon came out with fome of his officers, 
and conducted the detachment into the pagoda, where they formed with 
their backs to the gate, oppofite to the French troops, who immediately 
flung, down their arms in a heap, and furrendered prifoners. The 
whole con lifted of 35 com million officers, 725 battalion men bearing 
arms, befides 60 lick and wounded in thehofpital, and 2000 Sepoys: 
their artillery were four 13 inch mortars, 8 cohorns, 2 petards, 3 i pieces 
of cannon, of which 11 were for battering, moftly 1 8 pounders,,and the 
reft held pieces; they had likewife a great quantity of ammunition, 
ftores and carriages of all forts in very good condition. The pagoda of 
Seringham was loon after delivered up, and the horfe and foot; who had 
taken refuge in it iuffered to pafs away without moleftation; but the 
1000 Rajpoots refufed to quit the temple, and threatened their vi&ors 
to cut them to pieces if they offered to enter within- the third wall: the 
Englifh, in admiration of their enthufiafm, promiled to give them no oc- 
cafion of offences. 

Thus was this formidable army, whofe numbers two months before 
were nearly equal to the confederates, reduced, without a battle, more 
effectually than it probably could have been by what is generally efteem- 
ed a total defeat .in the field. The foldier who regards his profeffion as 
a fcience, will difeover examples worthy of his meditation, both in the 
abfurdity of the enemy’s choice of their fituation, and in the advantages 
which were taken of it. It is indeed difficult to determine whether the 
Englifh conducted themfelves with more ability and fpirit, or the French 
with more irrefolution and ignorance, after major Lawrence and captain 
Clive arrived at Tritchinopoly. 

Still the fate of Ghunda-faheb remained to be decided before the fuc- 
cefs of this day could be deemed complete. The anxiety which Mo- 
nack-jee carried away from the conference in major Lawrence’s tent was 
■cncreafed every hour by the meffages and propofals he received. The 
Myforean promifed money, the Nabob threatened refentment, and Mo- 
rari-row, more plainly, that he would pay him a vifit at the head of 
6000 horfe. Terrified at the commotions which would inevitably fol¬ 
low, if he gave the preference to any one of the competitors, he faw no 
method of finifhing the conteft but by putting an end to the life of his 
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prifoner; however, as the major had exprefied a defire that the Eng- 
li£h might have him in their pofleffion, he thought it necefiary to know 
whether they ferioufiy expected this deference, and accordingly, on the 
fame morning that the pagoda i'urrendered, went to the major ; with 
whom he had a conference, which convinced him that the Englifli were 
his friends, and that they were refolved not to interfere any farther in 
the difpute. He therefore immediately on his return to Chuckly- 
pollam put his defign into execution, by ordering the head of Chun- 
da-faheb to be ftruck off. 

The executioner of this deed was a Pitan, one of Monack-jee’s re¬ 
tinue, referved for fuch purpofes. He found the unfortunate vi&im an 
aged man, ftretched on the ground, from whence the infirmities of fick- 
nefs rendered him unable to rear himfelf. The afpeft and abrupt in- 
trufion of the affafiin inilantly fuggefted to Chunda-faheb the errand on 
which he was fent. He waved his hand, and defired to fpcak to Mo- 
nack-jee before lie died, faying, that he had fomething of great import¬ 
ance to communicate to him: but the man of blood giving no heed to 
his words, proceeded to his work, and after ftabbing him to the heart, 
fevered his head from his body. 

The head was immediately fent into Tritchinopoly to the Nabob, who 
now for the firft time faw the face of his rivaL After he had gratified 
his courtiers with a fight of it, they tied it to the neck of a camel, and 
in this manner it was carried five times round the walls of the city, at¬ 
tended by a hundred thoufand fpedhtors, injulting it with all the obfeene 
and indecent invedtives peculiar to the manners of IndofUn, It was af¬ 
terwards carefully packed up in a box, and delivered to an eicort, who 
gave out that they were to carry it to be viewed by the Great Mogul at 
Delhi; a practice generally obferved to heighten the reputation of the 
fuccefsful caufe: but there is no reaibn to believe that it was ever carried 
out of the Carnatic. 

Such was the unfortunate and ignominious end of this man. The 
many examples of a fimilar fate, which are perpetually produced by the 
contefts of ambition in this unlettled empire, have eftablifhed a pro¬ 
verb, that fortune is a throne; and therefore he who falls in fuch con¬ 
tefts is only reckoned unfortunate, without having the odium of rebellion 
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1752. or treachery charged on his memory, unlefs he oppofes the fovereign 
of fovereigns, the Great Mogul; all the reft is reckoned the common 
courfe of politics: for there is icarcely throughout the empire a Nabob, 
•who has not an open or latent competitor. It therefore only remains 
to fpeak of the private character of Ghunda-faheb, in which he is gene¬ 
rally acknowledged to have been a brave, benevolent, humane and ge¬ 
nerous man, as princes go in Indoftan. His military abilities were 
much greater than are commonly found in the generals of India, info- 
mucli that if he had had an abfolute command over the French troops, it is 
believed he would not have committed the miftakes which brought on 
his cataftrophe, and the total red u& ion of his army. 

But fignal as thefe fuccefles were, they were fo far from being the 
means of reftoring tranquility to the Carnatic, that in the very principles 
which produced them were intermixed the feeds of another more dan¬ 
gerous and obftinate war; and this the Nabob had the anguifh to know, 
whilft he was giving the demonftrations of joy expected from him on 
fuccelfes which appeared fo decifive. 


End of the Third Book. 
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efcort to Fort St. David ; and the reft, together with the 


^ artillery and ftores taken at Jumbakiftna, were carried into 
Tritchinopoly: after thefe and feme other neceffary dilpofttions were 
made, major Lawrence reprefented to the Nabob the neceffity of his 
marching without delay at the head of the confederate army into the 
Carnatic, where it was not to be doubted that the reputation of 
their late fucceffes would contribute greatly to reduce fuch ior- 
trefles as were in the intereft of Chunda-faheb, and facilitate the efla- 
blifhmcnt of his government over the province, from which lie had 
hitherto received neither revenues nor aftiftance. The Nabob acquieiced 
in this advice, but continued for feveral days to fhew an unaccountable 
backwardnefs, as often as he was prefled to put it into execution. The 
inconfiftency of this conduft perplexed all but the very few who were 
acquainted with the caufe; and the Engliffi had no conception of the 
difficulties which with-held him, When, to their very great aftoniffi- 
ment, the Myforean explained the myftery, by refilling to march until 
the city of Tritchinopoly with ail its dependencies was delivered up to 
him; for fuch was the price he had ftipulated with the Nabob for his . 

afliftance. 

They had both, for every reafon, agreed to keep tins important article 
^ profound fecret; but the Myforean had either not been able to conceal 
it from the fagacity of his fubfidiary the Morattoe, or perhaps had made 
the agreement by lxis advice. It is certain'that the Morattoe had all 
along projected to turn it to his own advantage at a proper occafioti: ex¬ 
cepting thefe principals, and their immediate fecretaries, not a man in 
the province had any idea of it. Great therefore was the general fur- 
1 prize and anxiety when it was made public. 


The 
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The Nabob finding diffimulation no longer of any fervice, confeUcd 
the.truth when major Lawrence demanded an explanation of it; pro- 
teftmg that his extreme diftrels alone had extorted a promife from him, 
which the Mvlorean himfeli might very well know was totally out of 
his power to perform. Tritchinopoly, he faid, was the Great Mogul’s, 
and himlelf only a viceroy, appointed to govern it during the pleafure 
ot that great prince: that the rcfigning of this important place to the go¬ 
vernment of an Indian lung, would involve both himlelf and the Eng- 
Hih in continual wars with the whole Mogul empire. In fliort, firmly 
refulved at all events not to part with the place, he propofed to'amufe the 
regent with a further promife of delivering it up within two months; in 
which time he hoped, by collecting the large arrears due from the Ar- 
cot province, to repay the e^pences which the Myforeans had incurred 
by alii fling him. As a pallative for the prefent, he meant to give up 
the fort of Madura with its. dependencies, which include a very large 
diflridt. Thefe terms he thought a full and ample recompenee for all 
that the regent had done for him, more efpecially as the reduction of 
Chunda-faheb’s power had been an effential advantage to the interefis of 
the Myforeans as well as to his own. Major Lawrence, whofe power 
was confined to the operations of the field, waited for inftrudtions from 
the prefidency, who received at the fame time applications from both 
parties, fetting forth, as ufual, the fubjedt in a very different manner.. 
They prudently determined not to interfere in the difpute, unlefs vio¬ 
lence fhould be ufed againft the Nabob; and profe/fing great friendfhip 
to the Myforean, they firenuoufly recommended to both parties an ami¬ 
cable adjuftment of their differences. 

But thefe differences continued with great warmth; and in the long 
debate on this iubjeft, Morari-row conduced himfelf with fo much 
feeming impartiality, that he was chofen, with equal confidence on both 
fides, to be the mediator between them; and the time being fixed for the 
conference, he came one evening into the city in great ftate, accompa¬ 
nied by two commiffaries deputed by the regent: they proceeded to the 
Nabob’s palace, where captain Dalton, as commander of the EngHfh 
garrifon, was prefent. 
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Theufual ceremonies being over, the Morattoewith great deliberation 1752, 

and propriety enumerated the many obligations which the Nabob owed v —j 

to the regent. He painted in lively colours the diffrefsful (late of his 
affairs, when the regent generoully undertook his cauie; at which time, 
although nominal lord of a country extending from the river Pennar to 
Cape Comorin, he really poflefled no more of this great dominion than 
the ground iaclofed by die walls of Tritchinopoly, where he was cloie- 
ly befieged by a much fuperior and implacable enemy. He appealed to 
the Nabob for the truth of what he affected, and then demanded in 
form the delivery of the city mad territory of Tritchinopoly, in confe- 
quence of the i'olenan agreement he had made with the JYlyforean, 
which he produced figned and fealed. 

The Nabob, who expected this harrangue, acknowledged the favours 
lie had received, and faid, that he was refolved to fulfil his engagements: 
but that being at this time in poffeffion of no other confiderable 
fortified town, it was impoffible to remove his family, which was 
very large, until he had, by reducing the Arcot province, got a 
place proper for their reception: he therefore demanded a refpite of 
two months, at the expiration of which he promifed to fend orders to 
his brother-in-law to deliver up the city. The Morattoe highly com¬ 
mended this refdlution 5 and after feme other vague difeourfe, he 
fignified an inclination to fpeak to him in private, and defired the 
commifiaries to withdraw. As foon as they and the reff of the 
audience, excepting captain Dalton, were retired, changing his 
countenance from the lblemnity of a negociator to the fmile of 
a courtier, he told the Nabob, that he believed him endowed 
with too much fenfe to mind what he had find before thofe two 
ftupid fellows, meaning the commilTaries: you muff likewife, faid he, 
think that I have too much difeernment to believe you have any 
intention of fulfilling the promife you have now made. How could 
you anfwer to the Great Mogul the giving up fo confiderable a 
part of his dominion to filch inJignificant people: it would be the 
higheft abfurdity to think of it. Thefe you may be aflured are my 
real fentiments, whatever my private intereff may induce me to fay 
to, the contrary in public. The Nabob was not a little delighted to find 

him 
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him in this difpofition; for it was his refentment more than the regent’s 
that he dreaded; and immediately made him a prefent of a draught on 
his treafury for 50,000 rupees, promifmg much more if he would re¬ 
concile matters, and divert the regent from infilling on the letter of the 
treaty. This the other allured him he would do, though nothing was 
farther from his intentions. He was in reality the moft improper perfon 
that could have been chofen to adjuft the difference. His views were, 
hrft by ingratiating himfelf with the Nabob, to perfuade him to admit 
a large body of Morattoes into the city as the beft means of deceiving the 
regent into a belief that he really intended to give it up according to 
his promile; and thele military umpires would have been inftrudted to 
feize on any opportunity that might offer of feducing or overpowering the 
reft of the garrilon; and if this iniquitous fcheme fucceeded, he intended 
to keep pofleffion of the city, which he had formerly governed, for him¬ 
felf. If there fhould be no opening for this plan, he determined to pro- 
trad the difpute as long as poffible by negociatlons, during which he 
was furc of being kept in pay by the Myibrean, and did not doubt of 
having the addrefs to get confiderable prefents from the Nabob. When 
this double dealing fhould be exhaufted, he purpofed to make the Myfo- 
rean declare war, knowing that he had too great an opinion of the Mo¬ 
rattoes to carry it on without continuing them in his fervice. 

Theapprehenfionsof an immediate rupture obliged the Englifh troops, 
who had proceeded on the 16th of June as far as Utatoor, to return on 
the 18th to Tritchinopoly; for the Myibrean had even threatened to at¬ 
tack the Nabob, if he offered to march out of the city in order to join 
his European allies, as he had promifed. Their appearance, more than 
their remonftrances, produced an accommodation for the prefent. The 
Nabob made over to the regent the revenues of the ifland of Seringham, 
and of feveral other diftridts, impowering him to colledt them himfelf; 
promifed again to deliver up Tritchinopoly at the end of two months; 
and in the mean time agreed to receive 700 men, provided they were 
not Morattoes, into the city. On thefe conditions the Myforeah 
agreed to affift him with all his force to reduce the Arcot 
province. Neither fide gave any credit to the other, but both 
expedted advantages by gaining time. The Nabob knew that an 
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immediate declaration of war, would effectually flop the progrefs of 1752. 

his arms in the Carnatic, where he hoped to gain fome fignal advantage, ‘— v ' 

whim the regent delayed to commence hoftilities againft him; and the 
regent willied for nothing fo much as the departure of the Nabob and 
the Engliih battalion, that he might carry on his fchemes to fur prize 
Tritchinopoly, which lie knew their preienct would render ineffec¬ 
tual. The excufes he made, when prefled to march, fuffieiently ex¬ 
plained his intentions; and to frustrate them, 200 Europeans with 
1500 Sepoys were placed in garrifon in the city, under the command 
of captain Dalton, who was inftru&ed to take every precaution againft 
a furprize. 

The battalion, now reduced to 5C0 men, together with 2500 Se¬ 
poys, began their march on the a&th of June, accompanied by the Na¬ 
bob at the head of 2000 horfe: thefe, with about the lame number of 
Peons left in Tritchinopoly, were alf the force he commanded, for none 
of the numerous allies, whom he faw acting in his fervice a few days 
before, remained with him. The Tanjorines had rendered too great fer- 
vices to be refufed the permifEon of returning home; and the troops 
of the Polygars were not obliged to a& out of the diftri&s of Tritchi¬ 
nopoly. The Myforeans and Morattoes remained in their encampment 
to the weft; of the city, placing a detachment in Seringham Pagoda, 
of which the Nabob had permitted them to take poflfeflion. 

The weaknefs to which the Nabob's force was reduced, by this fatal 
conteft, and the apprehenfion of ftill worfe confequences from it, d-e- 
Ilroyed the hopes which the Englifh had entertained a few days before, 
of carrying his arms in triumph againil Velore or Gingee. Their late 
fuccefs, inftead of infpirmg exultation, ferved only to imbitter the fenfc 
of their incapacity to reap any advantage from it. They marched away 
more with the fullennefs of men defeated, than with the alacrity of 
troops fluthed with victory ; and proceeding without any regular 
plan for their future operations, they followed the high road until they 
came to Vol-condah. 

Here they halted for fome days, whilft the Nabob negotiated with 
the governor, who refufed to deliver up his fort, but took the oath of 
allegiance, and paying So,000 rupees as a conftderation for the arrears that 


were 


The War ok Coromandel. took IV, 

were due from him, gave fecurity for the punctual difcharge of the re¬ 
venues of his diAriel in future. 

From hence the Nabob detached his brother Abdullwahab Khan 
vith iooo horfe to A root, appointing him his lieutenant of the coun- 
tiics to the north of the river Paliar; and the reft of the army march- 
ing by Verdachelum, proceeded to Frivadi, where they arrived on the 
6th of July, and found a garrifori of French Sepoys in the pagoda, who 
Amende ten on the firft lummons. I he troops then encamped in the 
neighbourhood, and major Lawrence leaving the command to captain 
Gingen, went for the recovery of his health into Fort St. David. This 
place was no longer the feat of the prefidency, which, by orders from 

England, had been removed, two months before, to its ancient refidence 
at Madrais. 

The death of Cliunda-faheb, and the capture of Seringham, ftruck 
the inhabitants of Pondicherry with the deepeft confirmation; for ex¬ 
cepting thole who 1 eceived advantages from their employments in tlie 
war, few had ever approved of the ambitious views of their governor, 
and fewer were perionally attached to him. The haughtinefs and arro¬ 
gance of his fpirit difgufted all who approached him: he exhibited on 
all occafions the oriental pomp, and marks of diftinCtion, which he af- 
iumed as the Great Mogul’s viceroy in the countries fouth of the Krift- 
na; infomuch that he had more than once obliged his own countrymen 
to liibimt to the humiliation of paying him homage on their knees. 
Xhis domineering mlolence had created him many enemies, who, with 
a fpirit of malice common to violent prejudices, were not forry to find 
their own fenfe of his romantic fcheines juftified by the late fignal dif- 
afters, which they hoped would deter him from profecuting them any 
farther. But they did not know the man: difficulties and difappoint- 
ments, inftead of deprefling him, only luggefted the neeeffity of exert¬ 
ing himfelf with more vigour. And indeed his plan of gaining vaft 
acquifitions in the Decan had been laid with fo much fagacity, that the 
fuccefles of his arms to the northward already ballanccd the diigrace 
they had fuffered at Seringliam. 

In the month of February of the preceding year, Salabat-jing the 
new ooubah, with the French troops under the command of Bufly, 
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quitted the country of Cudapah where the unfortunate Murzafa-jing* 1752* 
had been killed. On the 15th of March they came to Canoul the cr- ' 

pital of the Pi tan Nabob by whofe hand that prince was flain, and it w?.a 
determined that the city fhould atone for the treachery and,rebellion of 
its Lord. The place was originally ytsU -fortified ; but fmce it had 
been in the pofieiTion of Pitans, thefe people, as avaricious as they are 
brave, had fuffered the defences both of the town and its citadel to fall 
to decay; and the river which runs clofe to the city, had lately carried 
away 200 yards of the wall; there were 40&0 Pitans in the place, who 
attempted to defend this entrance; but not accullomed to the fire of 
field pieces, were eaiily put to flight: they retired into the cable, 
leveral parts of which were likewife in ruins; and the French troops, 
animated by their fuccefs, and led by Mr. Kirjean, a nephew of Mr. 

Dupleix, flormed it, with great vivacity, where the breaches were moft 
practicable; by which time the army of Salabat-jing came up, and 
aflifted with good will in putting all the garrifon to the lword; 
many of the inhabitants were like wile maflacred. The wife of the 
late Nabob and her two fans were made prisoners. 

The French doubtleis intended, by the unmerciful daughter which 
they made at the taking of this city, to fpread early the terror 
of their arms, through the countries in which they were going to elta- 
blifh themfelves, where no European force had ever before appeared : 
and in order to raiie an opinion of their good faith and juftice, equal to 
the reputation of their prowefs, Mr. BufTy, immediately after Canoul 
was taken, obliged Salabat-jing to fettle the fortune of Sadoudin Khan, 
the infant fon of Murzafa-jing, their late ally and Soubah. He received 
the inveftiture of the government of Adoni, which had been the patri¬ 
mony of his Either, and as a juft reparation for the treachery that caufed 
his death, the territory of the Nabob of Cudapah, who planned the con- 
f piracy, and of Canoul, by whofe arm he fell, were added to the fove- 
reignity of the young prince, which by the French accounts produced 
all together an annual revenue of near a million of pounds fterling. An 
example of generofity, which, if true, could not fail to raife admiration 
in a country, where the merits of the father are fo l’eklom ot advantage 
tp the diftreffes of the fon. 
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The army then crofted the Kriftna, between which and Gol- 
condah were polled 25O00 Morattoes, employed by Gazy-o-din Khan, 
the eldeft brother of Salabat-jing, and generaliflimo of the empire, to 
fOppofe their pa ft age towards the city. They were commanded by Ba- 
lagerow, the principal genera] vf the Sabah Rajah, or king of all the 
Morattoe nations, A negotiation enfued, and the Morattoes, having 
hitherto received nothing from. Gazy-o-din Khan, who was at Delhi, 
were eaftly perfuaded, with fome ready money, not only to retire, but 
alfo to make an alliance with the prince they were fent to oppofe. 

Nothing more remained to obftrudt the paflfage of the army, which 
entered Gdi-condah in the procefiion of an eaftern triumph on the 2d of 
April. Salabat-jing was acknowledged Soubah without oppolition, and 
went through the ceremony of fitting on the Mufnud or throne in pub¬ 
lic, and of receiving homage not only from his own immediate of¬ 
ficers, but alio from moll of the governors of the neighbouring 
countries. 

The fervices which the French battalion had rendered were now 
amply rewarded. A prelent luppofed to be 100,000 pounds fieriing 
was given to the commander in chief, the other officers likewife received 
gratuities, and that of an enfign, amounted to 50,000 rupees. The 
monthly pay of a captain, befides the carriage of his baggage furnilhed 
at Salabat-jing’s expence, was fettled at iooo rupees, of a lieutenant at 
500, of an enfign at 300, of a ferjeant at 90, and of a common foldier 
at 60 rupees. The policy of Mr. Dupleix, in taking poHellion of Mafu- 
lipatnam, was now manifefted by the facility with which the army at 
Gol-condah was fupplied with recruits of men, llores, and ammunition 
from that port. 

In the mean time, Gazy-o-din Khan had obtained from the mmiftry 
at Delhi a commiffion for the Soubahfhip of the Decan, and the rumour 
of an army marching by his orders towards Brampore, determined Sa- 
Aabat-j.mg to proceed immediately to Aurengabad. He left Gol-condah 
an the beginning of May, and during the rout, intelligence was received 
that fevend principal men in the city had declared again 11 him, and 
SKanavaze-Khan, who had been the prime minifter of Nazir-jing, and 
had ever fmee his reconciliation with the French after the death 
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of that prince, accompanied the camp, now found means to efcapc out 1752, 
of it, and went diredtly to Aurengabad, where he contributed not ^ ^le ■ 
to inflame the minds of the people againft Salabat-jing, defcribmg Ilirn 
as a weak and infatuated prince, who had dhhonoured the Mogul go¬ 
vernment, by fubjedting himfelf, and his authority, to the arbitrary will 
of a handful of infidels, who gralped at nothing lefs than the fovereignty 
of half the Mogul empire, under pretence of giving affiftance to the 
rightful lords, 

Thefe reports were too well founded not to make an impreflion, and 
the ccni'equences of them were fo much apprehended, that Salabat-jing 
did not think it fafe to appear in fight of the capital, before he had adted 
the dale but pompous ceremony of receiving from the hands of an em- 
baflador, faid to be fent by the Great Mogul, letters patent, appointing 
him viceroy of all the countries which had been under the juni'dictiort 
of his father Nizam-al-muluck, The man, no doubt as fictitious as the 
writings with which, he was charged, was treated almoft with as much 
reverence as would have been paid to the emperor, whom he pretended 
to repre/ent. The prince himfelf, accompanied by the French troops, 
advanced a mile beyond the camp to meet him j and the delivery of the 
letters "was fignified by a general difeharge of all the cannon and mulke- 
try in the army, after which he fat in ftate to receive homage from his 
officers'; Mr. Buffy, as the firft in rank, giving the example. The 
army then continued their march to the city, where they ar¬ 
rived on the iBth of June, and found that their appearance, and 
the reputation of the Mogul’s favours, had fupprefied whatever 
commotions might have been intended. A tew indeed knew for 
certain that Gazy-o-din Khan had received the commiffion affirmed 
by his brother, and was preparing to aflert it at the head ot an 
army; but the voices of thefe were loft amidft the clamours of a 
populace, impatient to fee a Soubah of the Decan, once more making 
his refidence in their city, which had been deprived of this advantage 
ever fince the death of Nizam-al-muluck. 

The entry into Aurengabad was more fplendid and magnificent, than 
that which had been made at Gol-condah: and the city merited this 
preference, being, next to Delhi, the molt populous and wealthy in 
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the Mogul’s dominions: its inhabitants, when the Soubah is there, are 
computed at a million and a half of fouls. The French had a conveni- 
ent affigned them, to which Mr. Buffy ftridtly obliged the troops 

i&xonfme themfelves, left the difparity of manners ihould create broils 
and tumults which might end fatally. 

* In the month of Auguft, Salabat-jing exhibited another ceremony to 
amufe the people, receiving a delegate from Delhi, who brought, as Was 
pretended, the Serpaw or veft, with the fword, and other fymbols of fo- 
vereignty, which the Great Mogul fends to his viceroys, on appointment. 
But by this time, Balagerow appeared again at the head of 40,000 men, 
ravaging the neighbouring countries. Battles and negotiations fuc- 
ceeded one another alternately during the reft of the year, and until the 
end of May in the next, without producing either a decifive vidlory, or 
a definitive treaty. The Morattpes would in more than one adtion have 
been fuccefsful had not the French battalion, and their field pieces, re- 
pulfed their onfets. Theie fervices gave Mr. Bully fupreme influence 
in the councils of his ally, which, on hearing of the decline of Chunda- 
faheb’s affairs at Tritchinopoly, he employed to obtain acommiffion, ap¬ 
pointing Mr. Dupleix Nabob of the Carnatic, notwithftajiding that 
Chunda-faheb was flill alive; this, with feveral other pompous patents, 
was fent to Pondicherry, and Salabat-jing promifed they flrould foon be 
followed by an embaffador from the Great Mogul. 

Mr. Dupleix publiflied tliefe mandates and marks of favour to awe. 
the Carnatic, aftonilhed and rendered wavering by the cataftroplie of 
Chunda-faheb: nor were thefe his only refources. He had been early 
apprized of the difeontentof the Myforeans at Tritchinopoly, and was 
-already deeply engaged in fomenting their defection. The annual 
fhips from France arriving at the time Mr. Law furrendered, brought a, 
large reinforcement to Pondicherry, which he increafed, by taking the 
ftulors, and fending Lafcgrs on board to navigate the flaps to China., 
Thus armed, and relying on no vain expeftatio-ns, the difa.ft.ers at Se- 
ringham were fo far from inducing him to make any propolals of ac¬ 
commodation either to the Englifh or the Nabob, that he immediately 
•difcovered his intentions of continuing the war, by proclaiming Raja- 
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fahcb, the fon of C.hunda-faheb, Nabob of the province, in virtue of the 
pretended authority in veiled in himfeli, and by ordering a body of 500 
men to take the field. 

Mahomed-ally felt more feverely every day the bad confequenccs of 
his promife to theMyforean, for none but the moil infignificant chiefs in 
the province offered voluntarily to acknowledge him; the reft waited to 
be attacked before they made their fubmiffion; and he being little 
{killed in military matters, but deeply fenfible of tire decline of his 
fortune, conceived a notion, that the Englifh troops were capable of re¬ 
ducing the fortrefs of Gingee; in this periiiafion he requefted of the 
prefidency in the moft prefting terms to render him thisfervice, and they 
with too much complaiiance determined to give him the fatisfadlion of 
feeing the experiment tried, notwithftanding that major Lawrence went 
to Madrafs on purpofe to reprefent the improbability of fucceeding in the 
attempt. 

Accordingly on the 23d of July, major Kineer, an officer lately ar¬ 
rived from Europe, marched with 200 Europeans, 1500 Sepoys, and 
600 of the Nabob’s cavalry, and the next day fimimoned Villaparum, 
a fort twelve miles to the north of Trivadi; it furrendered without 
making any refiftance. Proceeding on their march, they found 
difficulties increafe; for the country 1 o miles round Gingee is inclofed 
by a circular chain of mountains, and the roads leading through them 
are ftrong paffes, of which it is neceflary that an army attacking the 
place fhotild he in poftelfion, in order to keep the communica¬ 
tion ©pen. Major Iiineer’s force being much too fmaJJ to afford 
proper detachments for this fervice, he marched on with the whole 
to Gingee, where he arrived the 26th. The garrilon was fum- 
moned to furrender, and the officer anfwered with civility, that he 
kept the place for the king of France, and was determined to defend it. 
The troopswere in no condition to attack it; for by fome unaccountable 
prefumption, they had neglected to wait-for two pieces of battering can¬ 
non, which were coming, from Fort St. David. Mr. Dupleix no fooner 
heard that the Engliih had paffcd the mountains, than he detached 
300 Europeans and 500 Sepoys, with feven field pieces, who took pof- 
feiiion of Viera van di, .a town lituated in the high road, and not far 
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V 7 j 2 . diftant from the pafs through which the Englifh had marched j upon 
which major Kineer, who upon a view of Gingee defpaired of reducing 
it even with battering cannon, immediately repaiTed the mountains, and 
being reinforced by the reft of the Nabob’s cavalry, and fome other 
troops from Trivadi, marched on the 26th of July, with 300 Europeans, 
500 Sepoys, a company of Caffrees, and 2000 horfe, to give the enemy 
battle. 

They were pofted in a ftrong fituation. The greateft part of the town 
was encircled by a rivulet, which ferving as a ditch, was defended, by a 
parapet, formed of the ruins of old houfes, and interrupted at proper in¬ 
tervals to give play to the cannon. The outward bank was in many 
parts as high as the parapet, and that part of the village which d <: rivulet 
did not bound might be cafily entered ; but the Englifh, neglecting to 
reconnoitre before they began the attack, loft the advantages which they 
might have taken of thefe circumftances. 

They marched directly to the enemy, who, in order to bring on the 
engagement in that part where they were ftrongeft, appeared at firft 
drawn up on the outward hank of the rivulet, but as foon as the field 
pieces began to fire, recrofled it with precipitation, and the appearance 
of fear. The Englifh, elated with the imagination of their panic, ad¬ 
vanced to the bank, and leaving their field pieces behind, began the at¬ 
tack with the frre of their mufketry only. The enemy anfwering it, 
both from mufketry and field pieces, and under ihelter, fuffered lit¬ 
tle lofs, and did much execution. The company of Englifh Caffres 
were firft flung into diiorder by carrying off their wounded as they 
dropped, and foon after took flight; they were followed by the Sepoys; 
and major Kineer in this inftant receiving a wound which difabled him, 
the Europeans began to waver likewife. The enemy perceiving the 
confufion, detached 100 of their beft men, amongft: which were 50 
volunteers, who, crofling the rivulet brifkly, advanced to the bank. The 
vivacity of this unexpected motion increafed the panic, and only 14 gre¬ 
nadiers, with two enftgns, flood by the colours: thele indeed defended 
them bravely, until they were rejoined by fome of the fugitives, with 
whom they retreated in order ; and the French, fatisned with their 
fuccefs, returned to the village, having, with very little lofs to them- 
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felves, killed and wounded 40 of the Eng!i/h battalion, ■which fuffered 1752* 
in this action more difgrace than, in any other that had happened during 1 ' 

the war; Major Kincer was fo affected by it, that although he recovered 
of his wound, his vexation brought on an illnefs, of which he feme time 
after died. 

The troops retreated to Trivadi, and the enemy, quitting Vicravandi, 
retook the fort of Villaparum, which they demolifhed. Mr. Dupleix, 
animated by thefe fucceffes, /light as they were, reinforced them with 
all the men he could fend into the field; the whole, confifting of 450 
Europeans, 1500 Sepoys, and 500 Moori/h hori’e, marched and encamp¬ 
ed to the north of Fort St. David, clofe to the bounds; upon which the 
Englifh and the Nabob’s troops quitted Trivadi, and encamped at 
Chimundelum, a redoubt in the bound hedge, three miles to the weft 
of St. David; here they remained for fome days inactive, waiting for 
more troops from Madrafs, where the /hips from England had brought 
a reinforcement, confifting principally of two companies of Swifs, each 
■of 1 00 men, commanded by officers of that nation. 

To avoid the rifque and delay of a march by land, one of thefe com¬ 
panies was immediately embarked in Maffoolas, the common and 
flighted boats of the country, and ordered to proceed to Fort Si. Da¬ 
vid by fea; for it was not imagined that the French would venture to 
violate the Englifh colours on this element: but the boats no fooner came 
in fight of Pondicherry than a fhip in the road weighed anchor, and 
feizing every one of the boats, carried the troops into the town; where 
Mr, Dupleix kept them priibners, and mfifted that the capture was as 
juftifiable as that which had been made of his own troops at Se- 
ringham. 

As foon as the news of this lofs reached Madrafs, Major Lawrence 
embarked with the other company of Swifs, on board of one of the com¬ 
pany’s /hips, and arrived the 16th of Auguft at Fort St, David. The 
next day he took the command of the army, which confifted of 400 
Europeans, 1700 Sepoys, and 4000 of the Nabob’s troops, cavalry, and 
Peons, with eight field pieces. The enemy hearing of his arrival de¬ 
camped in the night, and retreated to Bahocr, and finding them- 

felves 
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1752. felves followed, the next day went nearer to Pondicherry, and encamped 
* ' ' between the bound hedge and Villanore, from whence the command¬ 
ing officer fent a letter protefting againft the Englifh, for not refpefting 
the territory of tire French company. Major Lawrence being in ft tufted 
by the prefidency not to enter their antient limits, the bound hedge, un- 
lcfs they fhould fet the example, contented himfelt with attacking their 
advanced port at Villanore, which they immediately abandoned, and 
their whole army retreated under the walls of the town. 

They fhewcd lb little inclination to quit this fituation, that major 
Lawrence, imagining nothing would inticc them out of it but a perfua- 
fion that the Englilh were become as unwilling as themfelves to 
venture a general engagement, retreated precipitately to Bahoor. 
The rtratagem took efreft, not with the commanding officer Mr. 
Kirjean, but with Iris uncle Mr. Dupleix, who ordered him to 
follow the Englifh, and take advantage of their fuppoied fears. 
The remonrtrances of his nephew only produced a more peremptory 
order, in obedience to which Mr. Kirjean marched, and encamped 
within two miles of Bahoor, where major Lawrence immediately 
made the necertary difpofitions for attacking him. 

The troops began to march at three the next morning*, the Sepoys 
formed the firft line, the battalion the iecond, and the artillery were di¬ 
vided on the flanks; the Nabob’s cavalry were Rationed to the right on 
the other fide of a high bank, which ran from the Englifh to the ene¬ 
my’s camp : the attack began a little before the dawn of day. The 
Sepoys were challenged by the advanced ports, and not anfwering, 
received their fire, which they returned, and ftill marching on 
came to an engagement with the enemy s Sepoys, which lalled till 
day-light, when the French battalion were difeovered drawn up ;• 
their right defended by the bank, and theii Icit by a large 
pond. The Englifh battalion halted to form their front equal to 
that of the enemy, who, during this operation, kept up a brifk fire 
from eight pieces of cannon, and continued it until the fuiall arms be¬ 
gan. The adfion now became warm, the Englifh firing as they ad¬ 
vanced, and the French Handing their ground until the bayonets met. 

This 
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This crifis of modern war is generally decided in an inftant, and 1 75 2, 
very few examples of it occur. The company of Englifh grenadiers, 
with two platoons, broke the enemy’s center, on which their whole line 
immediately gave way, and no quarter being expected in fuch a conflict, 
they threw down their arms as incumbrances to their flight. This was 
the moment for the Nabob’s cavalry to charge, as they had been in- 
ftructed; but inflead of letting out in purfuit of the fugitives, they gal¬ 
loped into the camp, and employed themfelves in plunder; however, the 
Sepoys picked up many of them. Mr. Kirjean, with 13 officers and 
100 private men, were made prilbners, and a greater number were 
killed; all the enemy’s artillery, ammunition, and ftores were taken. 

Of the Englifh battalion, 4 officers and 78 private men were killed and 
wounded. 

This vidtory broke the enemy’s force fo effe&ually, that Mr. Dupleix 
was obliged to wait the arrival of farther reinforcements before he at¬ 
tempted any thing more in the field; nor was this the only advantage 
obtained by it, for it checked the refolution which the Myforean had 
juft taken of declaring openly for the French. 

The Englifh battalion no fooner quitted Tritchinopoly, than the re¬ 
gent fet about accomplifhing his fcheme of furprizing the city, and by 
difburfmg large fums of money, endeavoured to gain 500 of the Na¬ 
bob’s belli Peons, armed with firelocks. The Jemidars, or captains of 
thefe troops, received his bribes, and promised to join the 700 Myforeans 
in the garrifon whenever they fhould rife. Captain Dalton receiving 
fome hints of the confpiracy, kept ward in the city with as much vigi¬ 
lance as if he had been in an enemy’s country, and caufed the artillery 
on the ramparts to be pointed every evening inwards on the quarters of 
the Myforeans, and of the fufpected Peons. 

Thefe precautions naturally alarmed thofe who had been treating 
with the regent; but ftill none of them made any difcovery ; where¬ 
upon, at a general review of arms ordered for this purpofe, he directed 
their flints to be taken out of their firelocks, under pretence of 
fupplying them with fome of a better fort. This convincing them 
that their practices were difcovered, the Jemmadars came and con- 
feffed all that had pafled, imploring forgivenefs: each brought the 
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film he had received, and that of the principal man was 16,000 ru¬ 
pees. They protefted that they had no view in taking the money, but 
to keep their troops from ttarving, who had icarcely received any pay 
from the Nabob for nine months; and as a proof that they had no in¬ 
vention of affifting theMyforean in his defigns, they faid, that not one 
of them had removed his wife and family out of the city. Captain 
Dalton made them few reproaches, but ordered them to march vrith 
their troops the next morning to join the Nabob’s army at Trivadi. The 
regent finding this fcheme fruftrated, hired two fellows to fhoot captain 
Dalton as he walked on the ramparts, who luckily receiving intelligence 
of their deiign a few hours before they intended to put it in execution, 
fern a detachment, which took them, priibners in the houfe where they 
had concealed themfelves with their arms. One was fullen, and laid 
little, but the other confeflcd the whole, and declared, that three more 
were engaged in the plot, who had undertaken to watch the gate of the 
palace, and fhoot Kiroodin Khan, the Nabob’s brother-in-law, when he 
ihouid come out on the tumult which the death of the Englifh command¬ 
er would naturally occafion j but thefe, on feeing the foldiers march to 
the houfe, had made their efcape. The regent, when reproached for 
this treachery, denied that he had any knowledge of it. He employed, 
however, Morafi-row to follicit the pardon of the afiaffins ; and the 
friendfhip of the Morattoe being at this time thought very valuable, 
Kiroodin Khan granted his requett, but did not reprieve the men before 
they had gone through the ceremony of being fattened to the muzzles- 
of two field pieces in fight of the whole garrifon drawn up under arms- 
Five days after two other My foreans came to another Jemmadar, who com¬ 
manded 180 Sepoys at one of the gates of the city, and attempted to fe- 
duce him; but this officer, an old and faithful fervant of the company* 
fecured the fellows,, and carried them to captain Dalton. The articles 
figned by the regent were found on them, which leaving no room for 
equivocation, they confeffed the aft, and were the next morning blown 
from the muzzles of two field pieces. Tins execution ftruck fuch a 
terror, that the regent could not get any more of his own people to un¬ 
dertake fuch commiffions; and having remained quiet for feme days,, 
he at length pitched upon one Clement Poverio, a Neapolitan, who. 
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commanded a company of Topafles in the Nabob's fervice, and had 
often the guard over the French prifoners in the city. This man, trad¬ 
ing a good deal, went frequently into the camp of the Myforeans, which 
gave the regent an opportunity of making application to him in perfon. 
He a fibred Poverio that he had, befides the Myforeans in garrifon, a 
flrong party in the city, and offered great rewards if he would join them 
on the firft commotion. The Neapolitan gave him caufe to believe he 
was to be wrought upon, but fa id he muff fi rff found the difpolition of 
his officers; and on Ins return he made a faithful report to captain Dal¬ 
ton of what had pafied. He was ordered to return to the camp the next 
morning with inftruSions how to proceed, and condu&ed himfelf I'o dex- 
teroully, that a few conferences intirely gained him the confidence of 
the regent. Having fettled the plan of operations, he brought to 
captain Dalton the agreement figned by the regent and himfelf, 
fealed with the great feal of My lore: it was fpecified, that captain 
Poverio fhould receive 20,000 rupees for himfelf, and 3000 more 
to buy firelocks, in order to arm the French prifoners, who were 
to be let out the firft time his company took the guard over them; 
he was at the fame time to feize on the weftern gate of the 
city, near which the Myforeans were encamped, and to hoift a 
red flag, on which fignal the whole army were to move, and 
enter the town. 

On the day fixed for the execution of this enterprize, all the cannon 
that could be brought to bear on the Myfore camp were well manned, 
and above 700 mufketeers, Europeans and Sepoys, were concealed in the 
traverfes and works near the weftern gateway, with a great number of 
hand grenades; the reft of the garriibn was under arms, and the Myfo¬ 
reans would certainly have fuffered feverely; but the fears of the Na¬ 
bob’s brother-in-law put a ftop to the enterprize. He was apprehen- 
five that tho attempt might fucceed, and to avoid the rifque, fent a 
meflenger to upbraid the regent, and to acquaint him that the garrifon 
were prepared to receive him. 

The regent thinking himfelf no longer fafe under the cannon of the 
city, decamped, and fixed his head quarters three miles to the weft- 
ward, at the Pagodas of Wariore, which were garrifoned by Englilh 
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1752. Sepoys- j but finding that captain Dalton had reinforced this poll, he 
' ¥ ' moved again, and encamped near Seringham. 

The mutual diftruft increafed daily, although the outward appearance 
of friendlhip fubiifted; for the regent fent every day one of his principal 
officers to enquire after captain Dalton’s health, in order to have an op¬ 
portunity of discovering what he was doing. When the two months 
ftipulated for the delivery of the city were expired, he fent four of his 
principal officers in form to demand the furrender of it; but Kiroodin 
Khan, a man haughty and infolent, when no danger was near, flew out 
into a paffion, and reproaching the commiffaries with the treacherous 
and clandestine practices of their prince, produced the agreement with 
captain Poverio, figned and fealed, and then told them plainly, that they 
had no city to expedt, but ffiould be paid the money which the regent 
had difburfed, as foon as the Nabob’s finances were in a better con- 

t , 

d it ion. 

The regent pretended to be much offended with this anfwer ; how¬ 
ever, after fome confederation, he fent his minifter to lay the accounts 
before the Nabob, declaring that he was willing to- relinquish his claim 
to Tritehinopoly, provided the money was immediately paid. This 
appearance of moderation w r as only intended to leffen the Nabob’s cha¬ 
racter with the publick, and to juftify the meafures he was determined 
to take himfelf; for he was too well acquainted with his circumftances, 
to imagine him able to pay fo large a fum, which, by the accounts he. 
produced, amounted to 8,500,000 rupees. 

There now remained little hopes of reconciling the difference, which 
Mr. Dupleix had from the beginning diligently inflamed: knowing that 
it was the intereft of the Morattoes to protract a war, he addreffed him¬ 
felf particularly to Morari-row, who continually received prelents and 
letters from him, as alfo from his wife. In thefe letters the 
Englilh were reprefented as a plodding mercantile pibple, unac¬ 
quainted with the art of war, and no.t fit to appear in the field, cp- 
pofed to a nation of fo martial a genius as the French; and the fuccefs 
at Seringham was totally aferibed to the valour and activity of the Mo- 
rattoe cavalry. 
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Morari-row having fettled his plan, eafily perfuaded the regent to ac- 
quiefce in it, and embafladors were fent to Pondicherry, where a treaty 
was foon concluded, and war refolded; Mr. Dupleix promifing to take 
Tritchinopoly, and give it to the Myforeans. In confequenee of this 
alliance, Innis Khan, with 3000 Morattoes, was detached from Sering- 
ham in the middle of Auguft, with inftrudions to join the French, but 
firll to go to the Nabob’s camp, and endeavour to get feme money from 
him; for this objedfc never failed -to be interwoven in all Morari-row’s 
fchemes. The detachment taking time to plunder the province as they 
marched along, were at fome diftance from the coaft when they re¬ 
ceived news of the battle at Bahoor: ftartled at this fuccefs, Innis Khan 
halted, waiting for farther inftru&ions from Tritchinopoly; in confe- 
quence of which he joined the Nabob, with great protections of 
friendfhip and feeming joy at the late event, pretending to lament that 
he had not come up in time to have a fhare in it; and in order to accom¬ 
pli ill his intention of getting money, he did not hdltate to take the oath 
of fidelity to the Nabob. 

Major Lawrence, notwithftanding his late fuccefs at Bahoor, did not 
think it prudent to engage in any farther operations, whilft he remained 
in uncertainty of the vefolution which thefe Morattoes might take; but 
as foon as they joined him, he moved from Port St. David to Trivadi,, 
and prepared to employ the remainder of the feafon, before the rains be¬ 
gan, in reducing the country between Pondicherry and the river Paliar, 
At the fame time the Nabob requeued the presidency to fend a force to 
attack Chinglapet and Cobelong, two ftrong holds, fituated to the north 
of that river, which kept in fubje&ion a confiderable traft of country, and 
from whence detachments frequently plundered the territory belonging 
to the Nabob and the company. 

Madrafs was able^o furnifh no more than 200 European recruits, juft 
arrived from/Lh^Tand, and, as ufual, the refufe of the vileft employments 
in Londpdftogether with. 500 Sepoys newly railed, and as unexperienced 
as the Europeans. Such a force appeared very unequal to the enter¬ 
prise of laying fiege to ftrong forts ; and it could hardly be expected 
any officer, who had acquired reputation, would willingly rifque it 
by taking the command of them but captain Clive, whole military 
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17 57. life had been a continued option of difficulties, voluntarily offered his f'er- 
vnrw vice on this occaffon, notwithftanding that his health was at this time 
much impaired by the excels of his former fatigues. 

The troops, with four 24 pounders, marched on the icth of Sep¬ 
tember againft Cobelong. This fort, called by the Moors Samlet Bun- 
dar, and fituated twenty miles fouth of Madrafs, and within miifket fhot 
of the fea, was built by An’war-odean Khan, near the ruins of another 
belonging to the Offend company. The French got poflefiion of it in 
the beginning of the year 1750 by a ffratagem. A fliip anchored in the 
road, making iignals of diftrefs, and the Moors who repaired on board 
were told, that moft of the crew had died of the fcurvy, and that the 
reft would perifh likewife, if they were not permitted to come afhore 
immediately, ffnce they were no longer able to navigate the vefTel. The 
Nabob’s officer, in hopes of being well paid, granted their requeft; on 
which thirty Frenchmen of lean and yellow pliyfiognomies, coun¬ 
terfeiting various kinds of infirmities, were admitted, and having 
arms concealed under their cloaths, overpowered the garrifon in 
the night. The fort had no ditch, but a ftrong wall flanked 
by round towers, on which were mounted thirty pieces of can¬ 
non, and it was garrifoned by 50 Europeans and 300 Sepoys. 

The Engliih troops arrived in the evening at an eminence about two 
miles to the weftward, from whence half of them marched in the night 
under the command of lieutenant Cooper, to take pofleflion of a garden, 
fituated about 600 yards to the fouth of the fort. At break of day the 
garrilbn detached 30 Europeons and too Sepoys, who advancing to the 
garden unobferved, began to fire through feveral large crevices in the 
gate, which was in a ruinous condition, and a ihot killed lieute¬ 
nant Cooper. The troops were fo terrified by>lid? alarm, and 
by the death of their officer, that they Bed precipitately out of 
the garden, and would probably have run back 'to^Madrafs, had 
they not been met by captain Clive advancing -vhh the reft of 
his force, who obliged them, not without difficulty, n ) even vio¬ 
lence, to rally, and return with him to the garden, which " die 
enemy abandoned on his approach. 
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The next day he Tent a fummons to the French officer, who 
anfwered, that the fort belonged to the king of France, and that 
if the Englifh committed any hoftilities, his nation would deem it 
a declaration of war : he therefore expected that they fhould im¬ 
mediately withdraw; but if they per lifted, and attacked the place, 
he and his garriIon were determined to die in the breach. This 
bluffering language proceeded from his reliance on a reinforce¬ 
ment of 700 Sepoys and 40 Europeans, which Mr. Dupleix had 
detached from Pondicherry to Chinglapet, with orders to the of¬ 
ficer commanding there to introduce them at all events into Cobelong, 
The Englifh the next day began to eredt a battery between the 
garden and the Fort,*at the diltance of 300 yards from the walls* 
and at the fame time placed a ftrong guard on a rock about 100 
yards to the left of the battery. The enemy brought many of 
their guns to bear upon the face of the attack, and fired fmartly ; 
whilft it was with the great eft difficulty the Englifh troops could be 
kept to their pofts, both Europeans and Sepoys taking flight on every 
alarm: an unlucky fhot, which ftruck the rock, and with the 
fplinters it made, killed and wounded fourteen men, frightened the 
whole fo much, that it was fome time before they would venture to 
expofe themfeVv.es again, and one of the advanced centries was. found 
feveral hours after concealed in the bottom of a welL 

Captain Clive judging that fhame would avail more than feverity 
to reclaim them from their cowardice, expofed himfelf continually 
to the hotteft of the enemy’s fire, and his example brought them in two 
days to do their duty with fome firmnefs. On the third, intelligence 
was received that the party from Chinglapet were advanced within four 
miles, on which he immediately marched with half his force to 
give them battle ; but they, on hearing of his approach, retreated 
with grea^ - palpitation. On the fourth at noon, the battery was 
finifhedy'' and juft as the Englifh were preparing to fire, to his 
greaf'^’ur prize, he received a mefiage from the commanding offi¬ 
ce^, offering to furreuder at difcretion, on condition that he might 
r/irry away his own effe&s: thcfe terras were immediately ac¬ 
cepted, and the Englifh before the evening received into the place, 

where 
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1752. where it was found that all the effeds of the commandant confided of 

' ^ a great number of turkies, and a great quantity of fnuff, commodities in 
which he dealt. Befides the cannon mounted on the walls, there were 
■found 50 other pieces of the larged calibres, which proved to be part of 
the artillery that the company had loft at Madrafs, when taken by Mr. 
De la Bourdonnais. 

The next morning enfign Jofeph Smith, walking out at day break, 
difcovered a large body of troops eroding a linall river that runs about 
half a mile to the wed of the Fort, and concluding that they were the 
reinforcement coming again from Ckinglapet, immediately informed 
captain Clive, who indantly haftened from the fort to join the troops, 
which enfign Smith had already polled in ambufeade amongft the 
rocks and underwood, which commanded the high road. Enfign 
Smith was not deceived in his conjedure; for the commanding officer 
at Chinglapet having received the day before a letter from the officer at 
Cobelong,; advifmg. him that the place could not hold out 24 hours un- 
lefs relieved, determined to make an effort more vigorous than the 
former, and being ignorant of the furrender, intended to furprize the 
Engliih camp early in the morning. The Nabob’s colours were hoifl- 
ed in the fort, and thefe being white, fkirted with green, were at a 
diftarice millaken by the enemy for their own flag ; which confirmed 
their notion that the place ftill held out; and they continued to advance 
with great fecurity, until the whole party were within the reach of the 
troops in ambufeade, who then gave their fire from all fides with great 
vivacity. It fell heavy, and in a few minutes ftruck down too men; the 
reil were fo terrified that not more than half retained even prefence of 
mind to provide for, their fafety by flight: the commanding officer, 25 
Europeans, and ■ Sepoys, with two pieces of canm • were taken: 
thofe who fled, flinging away their arms, hurried to OhingiiL. et, where 
they communicated no fmall confirmation, of which Clive de¬ 

termined to' take advantage by marching with the ui. f! expedition 
againfl the place. • 

It is fituatdd 3:0 miles weft of Cobelong, 40 fouth weft of Madrafs, 
and within half a mile of the northern bank of the river Paliar. Thb 
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French took pofTefHon of it in the beginning of the preceding year, 1752. 
when their troops marched out of Pondicherry with Chunda-faheb to 
reduce the Arcot province. It was, and not without reafon, ef- 
teemed by the natives a very ftrong-hold. Its outline, exelufive of 
fome irregular projections at the gateways, is nearly a parallelogram, 
extending 400 yards from, north to fouth, and 320 from eaft to, 
weft. The eaftern, and half the northern fide is covered by a con¬ 
tinued fwamp of rice fields, and the other half of the north, to¬ 
gether with the whole of the weft fide, is defended by a large lake. 
Inacceflible in thefe parts, it would have been impregnable, if the 
fouth fide had been equally fecure ; but here the ground is high, 
and gives advantages to an enemy. The Indian engineer, whoever he 
was, that erected the fort, feeins to have exceeded the common 
reach of his countrymen in the knowledge of his art, not only by 
the choice of the fpot, but alio by proportioning the ftrength of 
the defences to the advantages and disadvantages of the fituation; 
for the fortifications to the fouth are much the ftrongeft, thofe oppofite 
to the rice fields fomething weaker, and the part that is Ikirted 
by the lake is defended only by a flender wall; a deep ditch 60 feet; 
wide, and faced with ftone, a faufle-braye, and a ftone wall 1S feet high, 
with round towers on and between the angles, form the defences to 
the land ; nor are thefe all; for parallel to the fouth, eaft and north 
Tides of thefe outward works, are others of the fame kind repeated 
within them, and thefe joining to the ilender wall which runs to 
the weft along the lake, form a fecond enclofure or fortification. 

The garrifon confifted of 40 Europeans and 500 Sepoys, and 15 pieces 
of cannon were mounted in the place. 

A battery, confifting of four twenty-four pounders, was raifed to the 
fouth about 500 yards from the wall, which /eliding at this distance 
longer than was ^petted, the guns were removed and mounted within 
200 yards, anti from hence in four days they made a breach through botli 
the oytward and inward wall; but ftill it remained to drain and fill up 
the .fitches, and even after this a much greater number than the’befiegers 
might have been eafily repulfed. But the officer, on feeing the Eng* 

Hh preparing to make approaches to the outward ditch, imagined 
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1752. that he had fufficiently averted the honour of his nation, and 
'——* hung out the flag to capitulate, offering to give lip the fort if the 
garrifon were permitted to march away with the honours of war. 
Captain Clive, thinking that the riique of Aoruling a place fo 
capable of making an. obilinate reflAance, was not to be put in com¬ 
petition with the ideal honour of reducing the garrifon to feverer 
terms, immediately compiled with the enemy’s propofals, who on 
the 31 ft of October evacuated the fort, and marched away to 
Pondicherry. 

A garrifon of Europeans and Sepoys, under the command of 
an Englifh officer, was placed in Chinglapett; and fome time $fter, 
at the Nabob’s requeft, the fortifications of Cobelong were blown up. 
The capture of tliefe two places completed the reduction of all the 
country that remained unfubdued to the north of the river Paliar, be¬ 
tween Sadrafs and Arcot. 

The health of Captain Clive declining every day after this expedi¬ 
tion, induced him not only to quit the field, but alfo to take the refolu- 
tion of returning to his native country. He left Madrafs in the begin¬ 
ning of the next year, univerfally acknowledged as the man whofe ex¬ 
ample firft roufed his countrymen from that lethargy of their natural 
character, into which they were plunged before the fiege of Arcot; and 
who, by a train of uninterrupted lucceffes, had contributed more than 
any other officer, at this time, to raife the reputation of their arms in 
India. 

During tliefe fieges, major Lawrence, accompanied by the Nabob, ad¬ 
vanced from Trivadi to Vandiwafh. This place, fituated 20 miles to 
the north of Gingee, was under the government of Tuckea-faheb, who 
had, as well as Chunda-faheb, and Mortiz-ally, married one of the 
lifters of the Nabob, Subder-ally Khan : the widow of this unfortu¬ 
nate prince, together with his pofth unions and < 5 tft^fijryiving fon, 
called Ally Doaft Khan, refided with Tuckea-faheb in the\Fort. It 
was imagined that a place capable 01 fending forth inch picteihi^is to 
difturb the title of Mahomed-ally, would have been attacked witHSihe 
utmoft vigour; . but the Nabob was in fuch diftrefs for money, that Ve 
preferred to liften to the offers of Tuckea-faheb to ra-nfom his town and 
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fort from hofl.ilides. Whuff an officer deputed for this purpofe was 
fettling the terms, a camion fhot from the fort was by fornc accident 
fired into the camp. • The Sepoys, vexed at the negotiation, which dif- 
appointed their expectations of plunder, feizcd on this opportunity to 
break it off, and under pretence of refenting the infult, rufhed into the 
Pettah, and broke open the houfes: the poor furprized inhabitants were 
incapable of making refiftance; but it being apprehended that the gar- 
rifbn might fally from the fort, a party of Europeans were fent to fup- 
port the Sepoys. Tuckea-fahcb, ignorant of the caule of this hidden 
act of violence, imputed it to treachery, and ordered his garrifon to 
fire at the troops they fawin the Pettah. This brought on farther hofli- 
lities; the Englifh bombarding the fort with two mortars, and the gar¬ 
rifon keeping up a conftant fire from their mufketry and cannon until 
morning} when a parly enfued, which explaining matters, the troops 
were recalled out of the Pettah, and the contribution was fettled at 
300,000 rupees, which were paid the fame day. 

The Morattoes during this expedition were continually roaming for 
plunder, which they took indifferently, as well in the countries acknow¬ 
ledging the Nabob as in the diftridts of difaffedted chiefs; at the 
fame time that they were doing this mifehief, they expected to be 
paid, only becaufe they had it in their power to do more by openly 
joining his enemies. 

The army returned from Vandiwafh to Trivadi, where they prepar¬ 
ed to canton themfelves during the rainy monfoon, which began on the 
3 fit of October at night, with the moff violent hurricane that had been 
remembered on the coaff; the rain that fell continually for feveraldays 
after laid the whole country under water, and fpread fuch a ficknefs 
among!! the troops, as obliged them, on the 15th of November, to re¬ 
tire to Port St. Da^'id ; which place affording quarters only for the Eng- 
liffi, -moft iftheNaboh’s men, miaccuflomed to remain in the field in 
this inclement feafon, left him, and went to their homes. 

By this time the regent at Seringham* perceiving that the Nabob and 
tbi Engliffi had made fo little advantage of their fuccels.at Bahoor, re¬ 
covered from the conflernation he had been ftruckwith by that event; 
and he no fooner heard that they had returned into winter quarters, than 
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he feut away Morari-row, with ail his Morattoes excepting 500, to 
Pondicherry; and Innis Khan, with thofeunder his command, quitted 
■the"Nabob at Trivadi in the beginning of November, but not without 
having got fome of the money received at Vandiwafh. Mr. Dupleix 
promiied to lend fome Europeans to Seringham, and the regent hoping 
to divert the garrifon of Tritchinopoly from making any attempt againft 
him before they arrived, pretended that he had no defign to make war 
with the Nabob, and that Morari-row had left him in confequence 
of a difputc which had arifen on fettling their accounts ; but not- 
withftanding tins declaration, his patroles of horfe {topped and car¬ 
ried to his camp all the prov-ifions that were coming to the city: 
the effects of this hoftility were foon felt; and the prefidency of 
Madrafs, who in confideration of his pretenfions to Tritchinopoly, 
had hitherto declined to take revenge of his treacherous attempts 
to get poffeflion of it, now thought it time to treat him as a de- 
•clared enemy. 

In confequence of this refolution, captain Dalton on the 2 of De¬ 
cember marched out of the city at ten o’clock at night, with the great- 
eft part of the Europeans and Sepoys, to beat up his camp, which ex¬ 
tended under the northern wall of Seringham; but the regent himfelf 
with a confiderable guard remained within the pagoda. An artillery of¬ 
ficer with three pieces of cannon was previoufiy polled on the fouthern 
bank of the Caveri, op polite the pagoda, with orders to create what 
alarm he could by throwing fiiot into the place, as foon as he 
•ihould hear the lire of the mufketry in the camp: the troops 
paffed the Caveri at Chuckly-pollam, and then crofting the illand 
marched along the bank of the Coleroon, until they came within a quar¬ 
ter of a mile of the enemy’s camp, when they halted in order to refrelh 
themfelves, and to form for the attack: but on tire review it was found 
'that no lefs than 500 of the Sepoys were abfent, liavingp^they after¬ 
wards affirmed, inadvertently miffed the line of march in the dark; 
ftiowever the reft not feeming to be dilcouraged, it was determined-to 
proceed : they were divided into two bodies, the fiift 'marched 
•■only four in front, being defigned to penetrate through the camp, firing 
■iWo to the right, -and two to the left; whilft the other, drawn up in aA 
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more compact manner, were ordered to halt as foon as they came 
among ft the tents, and there remain as a fupport to the fir ft party ; 
who moving on, found the enemy’s advanced guard faft afleep, 
and dabbing them with their bayonets, entered the camp without 
oppofition, and to the right and left began a bnfk fire from front to 
rear. The alarm was inftantly fpread, and produced fiich confterna- 
tion, that nothing was heard but the fhrieks of men wounded, 
and the outcries of others warning their friends to fly from the 
danger. The enemy, according to their fenfelefs cuftom, raifed a 
number of blue lights in the air, in order to difeover the motions 
of the column, but thefe lights ferved much better to diretft the 
fire againft themfelves; in the mean time thofe within the pagoda 
manned the wails, but refrained from firing for fear of killing 
their own people in the camp, who in lei's than an hour were 
totally dilperfed; and if the Englifh. had brought with them a 
petard, they would probably have forced into the pagoda, and 
have finifhed the war by fecuring the perfon of the regent. Every 
thing being now quiet, the Sepoys were permitted to take as many 
hades as they could conveniently lead away; and marching foremoft 
out of the camp, wore followed .by the Europeans in good - order ; but 
by this time, the Myforeans within the pagoda, finding by the extinction 
of the lights,, that none of their own array remained within reach, be¬ 
gan to fire fmartly from the walls, and killed and wounded 20 men, of 
whom feven were Europeans. 

The troops reached the city by day break, when tliey difeovered the- 
•enemy returning to the ifland, who immediately ftruck all their tents, 
and retired into the pagoda. This fufficiently fhewed their pa¬ 
nic ; but neverthelefs it was evident that their continuance in the 
neighbourhood would prevent the inhabitants from, bringing in 
provifions, of which they began already to feel the want; cap¬ 
tain Dalton therefore determined to bombard the pagoda, not doubt¬ 
ing, that if he -could drive the enemy out of it, their fears would 
-dete-r them from encamping again within a night’s march. With 
this view he feat haif his force the following -night acrofs the 
river, and diflodged them from a great choultry that hands by 
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the water fide, direftly oppofite to the fouth-gate of Seringham; the 
building was 100 feet fquare, and 30 high; a great number of Coolies 
were immediately fet to work, and before morning they indofed the 
choultry with a ftrong entrenchment, and like wile made a parapet with 
land bags round the roof, on which two field pieces were mounted. As 
it was not doubted that the enemy would make an effort to recover a 
poll fo capable of molefting them, captain Dalton determined to fupport 
it with the reft of his force : the bed of the Careri Having at 
thi's time little or no water, he took poll: over againft the choultry, 
on the louthern bank of the river ; where a low wall ferved the 
party as a parapet; who had with them four field pieces, which- 
might eafily flank the choultry, as the river in this part was only 
400 yards wide: the enemy remained quiet until noon, when having 
fiifiiciently intoxicated thcmfelves with opium, they began to fiwarm 
out in great numbers: but the field pieces kept them for fome time at a 
diftance, every fliot doing execution. During the cannonade a party of 
the Nabob’s Sepoys crofted the fiver, and taking poffeffion of a frnall 
choultry at a little diftance to the right of the other, began to fire from 
this untenable poft; upon which a body of 300 Morattoe horfe 
galloped up to .attack them, but before they arrived the Sepoys 
took flight; feveral of them were cut to pieces, and the reft re- 
crofting the river, ran into the city: the Morattoes, encouraged 
by this fticcefs, now galloped up towards the entrenchment of the 
great choultry, where* they were fuftered to come fo near, that 
feveral of them made life of their fabres acrols the parapet before 
the troops within gave fire, which then began, and feconded by 
that of the four pieces of cannon on the other fide of the river, killed and 
wounded a great number of men and horfes, and obliged the enemy to 
retire mconfufion: in this inflantan officer tmadvifedly took the refolu- 
tion of quitting his poft, and palled the river, in order tq give‘captain Dal¬ 
ton fome information concerning the artillery: fome of the foldiers feeing 
this, imagined that he went away through fear, and concluding that 
things were worfe than appeared to them, followed his example, and 
ran out of the entrenchment; which the reft perceiving, a panic felted 
the whole, and they left the poft with the greateit precipitation, not- 

withftanding 


Aq » 1 1 * _ v 

Book IV,' History of the Carnatic, 

withftanding they had the minute before gfven three huzzas, on the 
retreat of the Morat toes: a body of 3000 Myfore horfe, who were drawn 
up on the bank, immediately galloped into the bed of the river, and 
charging the fugitives with fury, cut down the whole party excepting 
J 5 'men; flufhed with this fuccefs, they made a pufh at captain Daltons 
dirifton on the other iide. All thefe motions fucceeded one another fo 
rapidly, that he had hardly time to put his men on their guard ; more 
especially as many of them had caught the panic, from having been 
fpedtators of the inafiacre of their comrades: however fome of the brav¬ 
ed: harkening to his exhortations flood firm by the artillery ; their 
behaviour encouraged the Sepoys, who made a ftrong fire from behind 
tile low wall in their front, which, accompanied by the grape-fliot of 
the four field pieces, foon abated the ardour of the enemy, and obliged 
tliQin to retreat, leaving fome herfes, whole riders fell within 20 yards of 
the muzzles of the guns: captain Dalton then advanced a little way into 
the bed of the river, where he remained until he had collected the dead 
and wounded. Not a man who efcaped could give any reafon why he 
quitted his poll, all of them acknowledging that at the time when they 
took flight only one man in the entrenchment was wounded, and that 
they had nine barrels of ammunition. 

This difafter dimimfhed the ftrength of the garrifon near one half, 
not by the number, but the quality'of the troops'that were loft; 
for the killed and difabled were 70 Europeans, and 300 of the heft 
Sepoys, together with the Lieutenants Wilkey and Crow; who having 
endeavoured in vain to rally the men, gallantly determined to flay 
in the intrehchment, where they were cut down. No farther hopes 
therefore remained of driving the regent out of Seringham; on the con¬ 
trary, it became neceffary for the garrifon, thus leiTened, to give their 
whole .attention to the fecurity of the city; and all negotiations 
between the Nabob and the regent being at an end, captain Dalton 
turned out the 700 Myforeans, fuffering them to retire peaceably with 
their arms and baggage: but he detained their commander Gopaulrauze, 
the regent’s brother, permitting him however tokeepfuch domefticks 
as lie thought proper. 
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But left the enemy ihoftld imagine that he was totally difpirited, if 
he fhould remain inactive, captain Dalton determined to make fome 
attempt, which, at the fame time that it might be executed 
without much riique, might make them believe he was Hill in a 
capacity to a<ft in the field. They had a poft about four miles weft 
oi Tritchinopoly, at a pagoda called Velore, where the guard prevented 
the country people from carrying proviftons into the city. The pa¬ 
goda had a ftrong ftone wall, and they had choaked up the great 
gate with mud, leaving at the bottom a wicket, by which only one 
man could enter at a time, and this they carefully ihut every evening 
30 Europeans marched in a dark night, and having concealed them- 
felves in a watercourfe near the gate, a ferjeant of artillery, carrying 
a barrel of gun powder with a long faulage *to it, went forward* 
and, digging, placed the barrel under the wicket unoblerved, al¬ 
though the centinel was fitting at the top of the gate ft aging a 
Moorish long: the explofion not only brought down the mud-work, 
but alio blew up the terrace of the gateway,- with the guard afleep on 
it, fo that the foldiers entered immediately without difficulty, and hav¬ 
ing freih in their memory the lofs of their comrades at the clioultry, put 
all the Myforeans they met to the fword. 

The regent, convinced by this exploit that famine .[would be the 
fureft means of reducing the garrifon, ordered a party of 200 horle to- 
lie on the plain every night, between the city and the country of the 
Polygar Tondiman, from whence alone proviftons were obtained : they 
feized fome of the people bringing in rice, and according to their an¬ 
cient and barbarous cuftorn, cut off their nofes, and fent them thus 
mangled to Tritchinopoly. Tins cruelty ft ruck fuch a terror, that for 
fome days no one would venture to bring in fupplies: in order there¬ 
fore to diflodge this detachment, 400 men, Sepoys and Europeans, 
with t\vo field pieces, marched in the evening and took polieffion 
of the ground where they ufed to pafs the night ; the enemy com¬ 
ing up fome time after, did not difcover their danger before 
they received the lire of the troops, which immediately put them 
to flight, and by their outcries it was imagined they fuffered con- 
fiderably. 

Whatever 
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Whatever might be their lofs, the furprize ftruck fuch a terror, that 
no more ftnall detachments could be prevailed on to remain within 
reach of the garrifon during the dark nights; and their refufal fuggefted 
to the regent the rcfolution of dividing his force, and of forming a con- 
fiderable camp between the city and Tondiman’s country, whilfl he re¬ 
mained with the reft at Seringham. A multitude of people let to the 
work fmifhed in a few days an entrenchment, with a flout mud wall, at 
a place called Facquire’s Tope , or the grove of the Facquire, fi mated four 
miles to the fouth, and one to the weft of the city; after which rooo 
horfe and 3000 foot, being nearly one half of the army, and the beft 
troops in it, moved from the ifland with their baggage, and pitched 
their tents within this fortification. The effed of this difpofition was 
ibon feverely felt; no more grain was brought to the market, the 
fhops were fhut, and the inhabitants began to cry famine, whilfl the 
garrifon had the mortification to perceive themfelves incapable of re¬ 
moving the diftrefs, being, fincc the lofs at the choultry, too weak to. 
cope with the enemy, in either of their camps. 

Such was the fituation of affairs at Tritchinopoly at the end 01 March 
175^. In the mean time the junction of the Morattoes enabled 
Mr. Dupleix to make head againft the Nabob in the Carnatic, and 
he had likewife received the fatisfadion of hearing that his ally Sala- 
bad-jing had removed a molt dangerous competitor for the Soubahfhip, 
by the murder of his brother Gazi-o-din Khan. 

This prince having long fent before him many threats and rumours 
of his approach to the Decan, at length marched from Delhi; and in the 
beginning of Odober 1752, appeared before Aurengabad at the head of 
I ^0,000 men: at the lame time, and by his mitigation, Balagerow and 
Ragogi Bonfola entered the province of Gol-condah, with 1 oc,ooo Mo¬ 
rattoes. Balagerow is known; and Ragogi Bonfola we have feen invading 
the Carnatic in 1740, ten years before which he had made conquefts and 
eilabliflied the Morattoedominion in fome parts of the province of Berar, 
from whence, in cqnjundionwith Balagerow, he invaded Bengal in j 744. 
Salabad-jing and Mr. Buffy were at Gol-condah when they received in¬ 
telligence of the approach of thefe armies, and immediately took the field 
with their utmoft force, and at Beder, a very ftrong and ancient city 60 

N n miles 


Book IV. 


274 The War of Coromandel, 

l 7 53 ' miles north-weft of Gol-condah, were met by the Morattoes. Mean 

while Ghazi-o-din Khan entered Aurengabad without oppofition. He 
had brought with him from Delhi a French furgeon named De Volton, 
who had long been principal phyfician to the Great Mogul. This man, 
Ghazi-o-din Khan fent forward to Pondicherry , as an envoy empowered 
by the Great Mogul to offer Mr. Dupleix many advantages, if he would 
withdraw the French troops from the fervice of Salabad-jmg : and as a 
proof of this commiffion, De Volton "was furnifhed with a blank paper, 
to which the great feal of the empire was affixed. Salabad-jing re¬ 
ceiving intelligence of thefe intentions, fet about to fruftrate them by a 
method which could not fail of fuccefs, as it could not naturally be 
fnfpedled; for he prevailed on his mother, who was at Aurengabad, to 
poifon his brother, who, however was not her fon ; which fhe effected 
by fending him a plate of viauals, prepared, as fhe too truly allured 
him, with her own hands. On his death the greateft part of his army 
returned to their homes ; but fome joined the Morattoes at Beder. 

Whatfoever apprehenfions Salabad-jing might have, thatSche-abeddin 
the fon of Ghazi-o-din Khan at Delhi, would obtain the Soubahfhip 
of the Decan, and revenge the murder of his father; he affedted to 
fear nothing from him, either as an enemy or a competitor ; and 
aflerting with more confidence than ever, that he himfelf was the real 
Soubah, fent, immediately on Ghazi-o-din Khan’s death, an embaflador 
•of his own to Pondicherry, who likewife pretended to come from the 
great Mogul, with a patent, as Salabad-jing had promifed, .confirming 
Mr. Dupleix Nabob of the countries to the fouth of the Kriftna. The 
man was received with great pomp and refpeft, and the patent pub- 
lilhcd throughout the province with much oftentation. 

But ft ill this title, fpecious as it might be, furnifhed Mr. Dupleix 
with no money, which in the wars of Indoftan is of more fervice than 
any title whatfoever; for the revenues which Salabad-jing received at 
Aurengabad were continually exhaufted by the great army he was ob¬ 
liged to maintain, and the charge of Mr. Bufly’s troops alone amounted 
to 400,000 pounds a year. The diftrefs was as great at Pondicherry; 
for although many chiefs in the Carnatic had without compulfion con¬ 
tributed to fupport the caufe of Chunda-faheb during his life, their 
aeal ceafed at his death, from 'their fenfe of the incapacity of his fon 
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Raja-faheb, little qualified to profecute aconteft in. which a man of his 1752- 

father’s abilities had perifhed : and in this time of anarchy and confu- v—* 
fion, whilft the authority of no one extended farther than his fword 
■could reach, every chief referved for himfelf whatever revenues he could 
colled. So that notwithftanding Mr. Dupleix’s title was acknowledged 
by all who did not wifh well to Mahomed-ally, his power was confined 
to the difinds which lie between Pondicherry and Gingee, and thefe did 
not furniih more than 50,000 pounds a year: at the fame time the 
French company, milled by his reprefentations, fent out no more money 
than wasnecefFary for their commerce, and with pofitive orders that it 
■fhould not be employed to any other purpofe. Thefe difadvantages 
would probably have reduced the French to ceafe hoftilities after the 
capture at Seringham, had not Mr. Dupleix been endowed (and this at 
lead is much to his honour) with a perleverance, that even fuperfeded 
his regard to his own fortune, of which he had at that time dHburfed 
140,000 pounds, and he continued with the fame fpirit to furniih more; 
but as this refource could not halt long, and as the (lender capacity of 
Raja-faheb rendered him rather a burthen than a fupport to the caufe, 
he determined to make him relinquifh the title of Nabob, and to give it 
to fome other perfon, from whofe wealth, ability, and connexion, he 
might reafonably expert confiderablc refourees for carrying on the war. 

The man he pitched upon was Mortiz-ally Khan of Velore, to whom 
he difplayed all the commiffions he had received from Salabat-jing, 
and difeovered the hate of his negotiations with the Morattoes, and 
Myforeans. The Phoufdar, fenlible that there could not be much 
rifle in taking part with fueh an apparent fuperiority, accepted 
the propofal, levied troops, and refolved to go to Pondicherry, as foon 
as the journey might be undertaken without danger. In the mean 
time 50 Europeans were fent from Pondicherry to Velore, and 
with their affiftance he formed a confpiracy with the French priib- 
ners in the fort of Arcot, who were to rife and overpower the 
Englifhgarrifon, which they greatly outnumbered; but a fufpicion of 
this treachery was luckily entertained in time to prevent the fuc- 
cefs of it, and the prifoners were removed in the latter end of Decem¬ 
ber to Chinglapett, Thus ended the year 1752 in the Carnatic. 

N n 2 


On 


' 2/6 

J 753' 


The War of Coromandel, 


Book IV. 

On the 3d of January 1753, the French, confining of 500 Europeans, 
and a troop of 60 horie, together with 2000 Sepoys, and poo 
Morattoes under the command of Morari-row, marched from Val- 
•dore, and entrenched on the banks of the river Pannar, in fight of Tri- 
vadi: upon which Major Lawrence, with the Nabob, returned from. 
Fort St. David to their former encampment at that place. Their force 
confifted of 700 Europeans, 2000 Sepoys, and 1500 dafiardiy horfe be¬ 
longing to the Nabob. On die 9th the Morattoes,fupported by two com¬ 
panies of Topaffes in their own pay, advanced with three field pieces, 
and began to cannonade the village of Trivadi. The battalion was im¬ 
mediately under arms, and the grenadiers, withfome Sepoys, were or¬ 
dered to attack their guns, which they got poffeffion of before the enemy 
had time to fire a fecond round: the Morattoes ftill remaining on the 
plain, Major Lawrence followed them two miles towards their 
camp, and having as he thought fufficiently difperfcd them with 
his field pieces, prepared to return, when they came galloping up 
again furioufly on all fides, and furrounded him. The foldiers 
preferved their fire till every fhot did execution, and the artillery 
men behaving with the fame calmnefs and refolution foon beat 
them off, with the lofs of ico men killed, Morari-row, on his return 
to the camp reproached the French for their cowardice, in not having 
fiupported him in the manner that had been concerted between them. 
He continued however with great aftivity to diffrefs their enemies, by 
fending out parties, which prevented the country people from bringing 
proyilions to the Englifh camp; and this obliged Major Lawrence, when 
in want, to march with liis whole force, and effort his fupplies from 
Fort St. David. Thefe marches were excefiively fatiguing, and might 
■have been dangerous, had the French behaved with the fame a&ivity 
and fpirit as the Morattoes, who never failed -to be on the road har- 
raffing, and fometimes charging, the line of march: on the 2t<th 
■of January, -in particular, they accompanied the battalion .the whole 
way from Trivadi to Fort St. David : but difpirited by the lofs of 300 
of their horffs, which were killed by the field pieces in the different 
fkirmifhes of theday, they did not venture to attack the troops as they 
were returning to the camp -with the convoy. 
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Supported as the French were by this excellent cavalry, they might 1753. 
without much riique have ventured on a general engagement; but Mr. 
Dupleix,who'fe eye was always on Tritchinopoly, determined to protract 
the war on the lea coaft as-long as poffible, that the Myforeans might 
not be interrupted from blockading the city. He therefore ordered 
his troops on the Pannar to act intirely on the defenfive, and to 
ftrengthen their entrenchments; which, with the ufual dexterity of that 
nation in works of this kind, were loon compleated and rendered little 
inferior to the defences of a regular fortrefs. The Englifh prcfidency, 
ienfible of the great rifque of donning fuch works without a fufficient 
body of liorfe to cover the Hanks of their infantry during the attack, 
follicited the king of Tanjore to fend his cavalry to their .affiftance : he 
promifed fair, and a detachment of Europeans with two field pieces 
marched from Trivadi to favour the junction ; but they had not 
proceeded far, before they heard that the king had recalled his troops 
to the capital, on a report that the Morattoes intended to enter his 
country. 

Dilappointed of this aflifhnce, Major Lawrence was obliged to re¬ 
main inactive in his camp, contemplating everyday the lituation of the 
enemy, which he had in fight, and fretting at his incapacity to 
.attack them. The Morattoes in the mean time were not idle;. 

.their parties were feen now at Trinomalee, then at Arcot, then at 
Chillambrum, that is, in every part of the province between the river 
Paliar, and the Coleroon. In the middle of February, one of their de¬ 
tachments appeared, flourifhing their fabres, and earacolling within 
mufket fliot of Chimundelum, the we her 11 redoubt of the bound- 
hedge of St. David: their inlolence irritated the guard, and the lerjeant, 
a brave but blundering man, thinking this an opportunity of diftinguifh- 
inghimfelf and of getting promotion, marched into the plain with his 
whole force, 25 Europeans, and 50 Sepoys. The enemy retreated, 
until .the party was advanced half a mile from the redoubt; when 
they turned on .a fudden, and galloping up fur rounded them in an 
inftant; the ferjeant, not doubting that the fir ft fire would difperfe 
them, gave it in a general volley, which did fame t execution; but before 
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J 753* the troops could load again, the Morattoes charged them impetuoufly 
iword in hand, broke the rank, and every horfeman fingling out a par¬ 
ticular man, cut them all to pieces. Inactivity or retreat in war is never 
in Indoftan imputed to prudence or ft rata gem, and the fide which 
ceafes to gain fuccefles is generally fuppofed to be on the brink of ruin. 
Such were the notions entertained of the army at Trivadi, and they 
were induftrioufly propagated by Mr. Dupleix, in order to encourage 
his new ally Mortiz-ally to fet lip his ftandard in the province. The 
Phoufdar with his ufual caution firft encamped without Velore, then ad¬ 
vanced fomewhat farther, and at laft, affured by the Morattoes that they 
would cover his march, ventured to proceed to Pondicherry, where, 
on furniihing 50,000 pounds for the expences of the war, he was with 
great ceremony and publick rejoicings proclaimed Nabob of the Car¬ 
natic. 

But the fatisfaftion he might receive from this exaltation did not 
laft long. It was propofed that he Ihould begin by imitating 
the conduCt of Chunda-faheb, and appear at the head of the 
army: this his nature abhorred. On fettling the terms of his re¬ 
gency, fo much afliftance in money and troops was expeCted from 
him, and fo little power or advantage offered in return, that he 
found the Nabobiliip held on fuch conditions, would be of lefs 
value than the independant poffeffion of his government of Velore. 
At the hi me time fufpeCting what he himfelf would infallibly have 
done in a fimilar cafe, he was terrified with the notion that 
Mr. Dupleix would keep him a prifoner at Pondicherry, if he 
difeovered his averlion to have any farther connexion with him: 
thefe fentiments did not efcape the fagacity of Mr Dupleix ; but 
he had too much good fenfe, not to fee that fuch a breach of 
faith would probably determine the enemies of Mahomed-ally to 
make their peace on any terms with that prince. He therefore 
conferred to Mortiz-ally’s return, who promifing to make war in 
the country about Arcot, left Pondicherry in the end of March, 
convinced for the firft time in his life, that he had met with a 
more cunning man than himfelf. 


In 


History of the Carnatic 


j 


Book IV. 


In the mean time, no military operations palled, excepting the fki-r- 
milhes of the Morattoes with the Engiilh battalion, during three or 
four marches, which they were obliged to make, in order to eicort their 
provilions from Fort St. David. The French were not to be indeed out 
of their in trench meats; and Major Lawrence, feeing no other method of 
linking a decifive blow, determined to florin their camp. The 
prefidency feconded this resolution, by fending 201 Europeans, of 
which 100 were a company of Swifs lately arrived from Bengal, 
to Fort St. David; where the battalion joined them; and the whole, with 
a large convoy of provilions, fet out for the camp, on the iirfi. of April. 
The whole body of the Morattoes were waiting for them in light of the 
bound-hedge; and behaved this day with more activity than ever, 
rarely removing out of cannon fhot, and galloping up whenever the in¬ 
cumbrances of the baggage dilimited the line of march, and left intervals 
open to their attacks. Thus continually threatened, and often affaulted,. 
the convoy advanced very flowly. The weather was exceflive hot, and 
feveral men fell dead with the heat, fatigue, and the want of water. 
When within three miles of Trivadi, the Morattoes made a ge¬ 
neral and vigorous charge, furrounding the front of the line, and 
were with difficulty repul fed; many of their, horfes fell within a 
few yards of the field pieces, and amongfl the flain was Baz inrow, 
Moran-row* s nephew, the fame who came to captain Clive’s aflifi¬ 
ance, after the fiege of Arcot. Hia death damped their ardour, 
and they retreated to a diflance.. But the work of the day was 
not yekover; for the troops continuing their march, difeovered within a 
mile of Trivadi, the French troops and Sepoys drawn up on their 
right: the convoy happened -luckily to march on the left along the 
bank of the river Gandelu. The two battalions advanced againfl each 
other cannonading, until the French coining to a hallow-way, halted 
on the oppofite fide, imagining that the Englifh would not venture to 
pafs it under the difad vantage of being expofed to their fire; but 
Major Lawrence ordered the Sepoys and artillery to halt and defend 
the convoy againfl the Morattoes, ftiH hovering about, and pufhed on 
brifkly with the main body of Europeans acrofs the hollow way: the 
enem y, who expelled to find the Englifh fatigued with a long 
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and harrafTmg march, were fo ftartled at the vivacity of this motion,, 
that they only flayed to give one lire, and then ran away with the ut- 
mofl precipitation, leaving the Englilh to linifh their march without 
farther moleftation. As foon as the troops were recovered from their 
fatigue. Major Lawrence approached nearer the enemy’s camp, within 
a mile of which they had an advanced party, at the village of Carya- 
mungalum; the grenadiers and ioo men of the battalion were ordered 
to attack this poft, and foon get poffeffion of it; after which a battery of 
two eighteen pounders was erected againil their entrenchments, at the 
diftance of 700 yards: it was not before this time that the Englilh per¬ 
fectly dilcovered tlie ftrengthof their works, which coniifted of a ram¬ 
part cannon proof, with redoubts at proper di fiances, a broad and deep 
ditch, and a good glacis, defended by 30 pieces of camion. I he battery 
fired for fome time, but made no impreffion, and the difficulty of 
getting provifions increafing with the diftance from St. David, it was 
thought proper to defift from the attempt, and the army returned 
to Trivadi. 

In the mean time, the Morattoes were indefatigable, and being joined 
by a fin al! party from Pondicherry, furprized a fort near Chillambrum, 
called Bonagerry, from whence Fort St. David drew large fupplies of 
grain: captain Kilpatrick marched with a detachment to retake the 
place; and upon his approach they abandoned it in the night. 

Three months ineffectually employed to bring the enemy to a general 
engagement, convinced Major Lawrence of the necelfity of altering his 
plan of operations. He confulted with the Nabob on removing the 
war to fome other part of the country, in order to draw the French bat¬ 
talion from their prefent impregnable fituation ; but it was not eafy to 
determine where they fhould carry their arms ; and whilft they weie 
deliberating on the choice, fudden and unexpected news fiom liitch— 
inopoly refolved the difficulty, and left them without an option. 

Captain Dalton, forefeeing the dffireffes to which the city would be 
reduced after the defeat of his party at the Choultry, had often quef- 
tioned Kiroodin Khan the governor, on the quantity of provifions 
he had in flore ; who always affured him, With great confidence, 
that he had fufficient to fupply the garrifon for four months. For lbme 

time 


Book IV. History of the Carnatic. 

time the fmall convoys, which got into the city in fpite of the enemy’s 
patroles, balanced the daily confumption made out of the magazines j 
but as foon as the Myfbrean divided his army into two camps, all lup- 
plies were cut off, and a party of Sepoys, which had been fent into 
Tondiman’s country, were not able to get back. In this fituation cap¬ 
tain Dalton infilled on examining the magazines, when to his great 
furprize Kiroodin Khan informed him that he had taken advantage 
of the fcarcity, to fell out the provifions to the inhabitants at a high 
price, not doubting but that opportunities of replacing them would 
offer, and acknowledged that the flock remaining was no more 
than fufficient for fifteen days: in which time the army at Trivadi 
could hardly receive the news, and march to the relief of the 
city. Expoftulations were vain, for the mifehief "was real ; an 
exprefs was therefore fent with this alarming intelligence to Ma¬ 
jor Lawrence, who received it at ten at night, the 20th of April, 
and inftantly iffued orders for the troops to be in readinefs to 
march by day-break; when, leaving a garrifon of 150 Euro¬ 
peans, and 500 Sepoys, at Trivadi, the reft proceeded to Fort 
St. David, in order to colled the neceffary fupplies of military 
{lores. 

The want of horfe having hitherto been the principal obflacle to the 
progrefs of the Nabob’s affairs,, it was determined to apply again to the 
king of Tanjore, and in order to encourage, or if neceffary to awe him 
into a compliance, it was refolved to proceed to Tritchinopoly, through 
his dominions. The army on the 22d of April paffed by Chillambrum, 
and as foon as they eroded the Coleroon, the king deputed Succojee, 
his prime minifler, to compliment the Nabob and Major Lawrence; 
and when they were arrived at Condo re, ten miles from the capital, he 
defired an interview, and met them half way at one of his gardens, 
where he appeared in great fplendor, accompanied by 3000 horfe, and 
200 elephants in rich trappings. Seeming to be convinced that it was 
his own interefl to fupport the Nabob, he gave orders to his horfe to 
proceed with him to Tritchinopoly j but the next day, after marching 
a few miles, they left the army, promifing, however to return very 
foon. 
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During this interval captain Dalton had not been inactive at Tritchi- 
nopoly. The enemy’s troops at the Facquire’s Tope were commanded 
by Virana, the fame general who led the van of the army, when the 
Myforeans firft joined the Englifh detachment at Kiftnavaram, where 
captain Dalton had an opportunity of difeovering the little reach of his 
military capacity, and knowing him to be a very timorous man, parti¬ 
cularly in the night, he did not doubt that if frequent alarms were given 
to the camp, the Myforean would, out of regard to his own feeurity, 
fend no more detachments abroad to intercept provifions coming to the 
city. For this purpofe he eredted a redoubt, within random cannon (hot 
of the enemy’s camp, but much nearer to the city ; and when this poft 
was well fecured, and two pieces of heavy cannon mounted on it, the 
guard frequently advanced with two field pieces, and fired into the camp; 
in the day time taking care to return to the redoubt, as foon as the 
enemy began to move, which they were apprized of by fignals from the 
rock in Trichinopoly; but in the night they proceeded with lefs cau¬ 
tion, and advanced near enough to throw grape fhot into the camp, the 
Myforeans never once venturing to fend out a detachment to cut off 
their retreat. Encouraged by this proof of their imbecilUty, the party, 
under favour of a very dark night, approached the 15th of April much 
nearer, and fired 30 rounds of grape fhot into the camp, from each of 
the field pieces; which created no finall confufion, as appeared by the 
number of lights the enemy raifed, and the great uproar they made: 
next day the party had fcarce recommenced their fire from the ufuat 
fiation, before they perceived the enemy decamping in a great hurry; 
but fufpe&ing this to be a feint to draw them nearer in order to cut off 
their retreat, they continued firing very brifkly without advancing: and 
before noon the enemy ftruck all their tents, and abandoned tire camp, 
which the party then took pofTeffion of, and found in it a large quantity of 
rice and other provifions, as alfo feveral wounded men, who informed 
them, that the cannonade of the preceding night having killed an ele¬ 
phant, two camels, and feveral horfes, had flruck Virana with luch ter- 
Tor, that he determined not to (land the rlfque of another attack. He 
however remained to the fouth of the Caveri two or three days longer; 
but on receiving certain intelligence -of Major Lawrence’s march, he 
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joined the reft of the Myforeans at Serlngham, and the country people 1 753 * 
ventured again to bring provifions into the city. 

On the 6th of May, the major arrived in fight of Tritch- 
inopoly, and entered the city without meeting any interruption; 
for none of the Myforeans prefumed to appear on the plain: 
the number of the battalion was greatly diminiflied during the 
march, which was performed at the fetting in of the land winds, 
when they blow with the greateft heat and violence; befides h- 
veral who died on the road, and others who were font back fick to 
fort St. David, and Devi Cotah, 100 men unfit for duty were 
carried into the hofpital at Tritchinopoly on the day of their ar¬ 
rival: many had like wile defer ted; particularly of the Swifs, of whom a 
ferjeant and 15 men went off in one day: fo that the whole, including 
what the garrifon of Tritchinopoly could fpare for the held, amount¬ 
ed, when muttered, to no more than 500 Europeans, who with 
2000 Sepoys, and 3000 horfe in the Naboo s feivice, compoicd the 

army. 

As foon as Mr. Dupleix was certain what rout they had taken, he 
detached 200 Europeans, and 500 Sepoys, with four field pieces, fiom 
the camp near Trivadi; who marching by the road .of Verdachelum, 
Volcondah and EJtatoor, joined the Myforeans at Seringham, the day 
after the Englifh arrived at Tritchinopoly. 

Major Lawrence having allowed the men three days to refi efh them- 
felves, determined on the j oth of May to pafs over into the ifiand, 
and offer the enemy battle, which if they declined, he refolved to bom¬ 
bard Seringham, and cannonade their camp: the- Nabob s cavalry, dii- 
contented for want of pay, refufed to take any fhare in the aftion. The 
battalion and Sepoys therefore proceeded without them, and letting out 
at three in the morning in two divifions, arrived at fix at IVIoota Ch>_lli- 
noor, a village four miles weft of the city, over againft the head of the 
ifiand. A large body of horfe and foot, drawn up on the oppofite fide, 
feemed determined to defend the pafs, but were ioon difperied by the 
firft divilion, and whilft the fecond was crofting they retreated towards 
the pagoda, from whence the Myforeans no fooner dilcovered the Eng- 
lifii forming on the ifiand, than they fwarmed out in great numbers, 
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1753. and their cavalry, led by the Morattoes under the command of Harra- 

* v ' fmg, came galloping up at a great rate, and making a refolute charge on 
the left of the line, where a body of Sepoys were ported, broke through 
them fword in hand; but the Sepoys feeing three platoons of Eu¬ 
ropeans advancing to their fupport, behaved with fpirit, and recovering 
their ground, kept up a finart fire, which after afevere {laughter repulfed 
the cavalry, -who made a moft precipitate retreat towards the pagoda, 
expofed to the fire of ten pieces of cannon, eight of which were field pieces 
which accompanied the troops, and two eighteen pounders which captain 
Dalton had fent to the bank of the river. By this time Mr. Aftruc, with 
the French troops and Sepoys marched up, and lodging the greateft part 
of them in a water courfe, where they were effe&ually fheltered, placed 
his cannon, four field pieces, on ah eminence, from whence they made 
a brifk fire. They were anfwered by the Englifh artillery; but as it 
was not thought prudent to make a pufh at the water courfe, at the 
rifque of being fallen upon by fuch numbers of cavalry as covered the 
plain, Major Lawrence, to preferve his main body from the enemy’s 
cannonade, ordered them to take fhelter behind a bank, fo that the 
fight was maintained only by the artillery until noon, when a 
party of the enemy’s Sepoys, with fome Topafles, took po lie ill on 
of a large choultry to the left of the Englifh line, which they 
began to incommode with the fire of their mufketry; upon 
this the company of grenadiers, with a detachment of Swift 
under the command of captain Polier, were ordered to diilodge 
the Sepoys; which fervice the grenadiers effected with great refolu- 
tion; and, animated by their fuccefs, purfued the fugitives until 
they infenfibly gained the flank of the water courfe, where the 
main body of the French troops was concealed; who, on feeing the 
danger which threatened them, prepared to retreat, and were ac¬ 
tually on the point of abandoning two of their field pieces, when 
captain Polier, who remained with the Swifs at the choultry, and 
from thence could not fee the enemies confufion, fent orders for the 
grenadiers to return. Thus was loft one of thofe critical moments, on 
which the greateft advantages of war fo often depend; but without 
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any difparagcment to tlie reputation of Polier, whofe orders directing 
him only to dillodge the enemy from the choultry, he would have 
been culpable, had he pulhed his fuccefs farther without a fubfequent 
order ; which the Major had no reafon to fend, as from the fituation 
he was in, he could not difcover the diflrefs of the enemy. On the 
retreat of the grenadiers, the French again took poffeffion of the water- 
courfe, and renewed the cannonade, which laftcd till the evening, when 
the want of provisions, as well as the exceffive fatigue which the 
Englifh troops had undergone, obliged them to repafs the river, and 
return to Tritchinopoty; where they arrived at 10 at night, having 
without inter million been employed 20 hours either in march or 
aCtion. The lofs they fuflamed was much lefs than might have been 
expected, from the fire to which they had been expofed; for only 
three officers were wounded, and two with four private men and a few 
Sepoys killed.. 

The operations of this day ffiewed that the French troops were 
commanded by an abler officer than any who had yet appeared at 
their head ; and little hopes remaining of diflodging the Myforeans 
from the pagoda, Major Lawrence gave his whole attention to the 
means of fupplying the city with provifions. For this purpofe the 
army marched into the plain, and encamped at the Facquire’s Tope, 
within the intrenchment which Virana the Myfore general had lately 
abandoned, where they lay conveniently for protecting the convoys 
coming from Ton diman’s country ; proper agents, fupported by a de¬ 
tachment of troops, were fent to purchafe grain, and at the fame 
time the King of Tanjore was requefled to colled and fend fup- 
plies. But the Myforean was not wanting to counteract thefe mea- 
fures ; he kept an agent both at Tanjore, and with Tondiman, who 
reprefented, that if Tritcliinopoly fhould once he provided with a 
confiderable flock of provifions, it was not to be doubted but that 
the Nabob and the Englifh would immediately carry their arms 
again into the Carnatic, leaving their allies expofed to the jufl re¬ 
fen tin ent of the regent, who would not fail to take the fevereft 
revenge for the fervice they had rendered his enemies. This reafoning 
was well adapted to the genius of thofe to whom it was addreffed j for 
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1753. the Indians, never influenced by the principle of gratitude themfelves,, 
' ■ ' do not exped to meet with it in others; and accuftomed, after they have 
gained their ends, to pay no regard to the promifes they have made, 
they gave little credit to major Lawrence when he aflured them that 
he would never remove from Tritchinopoly, before he had provided 
for the fafety of their countries. Nor did the Myforean neglect to 
employ the refource of money to alienate thefe precarious allies: in 
Tondiman’s country he bribed the chiefs and officers of fuch diflriCts 
as lay convenient for furnifhing provifions; and at Tanjore gained over 
to his intereft the prime miniiter Succojee, who intirely ruled the 
King his matter; however the King, not wholly unfoliicitous of the 
eonfequences, if the Englifh fortune fhould change again, palliated 
his refufal with fpecious pretexts, and wrote to the prefidency that the 
enemy’s detachments had already done inifchief to the amount of 
100,000 pounds in his country, where the harveft was now coming on, 
but that as foon as it was gathered he would not fail to give them, all 
the affifiance in his power : this pretended mifchief was no more 
than what all other parts of the country had fuffered from the Morattoes, 
who in their predatory excurfions made no diilinCUon between the 
territories of friends and foes. 

Thus, notwithftanding no prudent meafure was negle&ed, the fup- 
plies received were fo far from being fufficient to flock the maga¬ 
zines, that it was with difficulty, enough was procured for the im¬ 
mediate confumption of the army and garrifon. In this fituation 
major Lawrence was obliged to remain for five weeks, without having 
an opportunity of acting againft the enemy, who determined not 
to expofe themfelves, until they were reinforced from the fea 
coaft. 

The French troops in this part of the country quitted their en¬ 
trenchments on the fame day that the major marched from Fort St. 
David, and a detachment of 200 Europeans, with 300 Sepoys, attacked 
the village of Trivadi; but captain Chace, the commanding officer, 
faliying from the fort, repulfed them: fome days after they renewed 
the attack, and were again repulfed by a detachment of 60 Euro¬ 
peans, and 300 Sepoys; who, elated with their luccefs, quitted the 
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village, and contrary to their orders marched out into the plain: the 
Morattoes, who were in fight, waiting for filch an opportunity of 
exerting themfelves, inftantly furrounded the party, and charging with 
great fury, routed them, and cut every man to pieces. This lofs dis¬ 
abling the garrifcaa from making any more fallies, the French took 
polfe/fion of the village, erented a battery, and cannonaded the fort. 
The troops within were ftill fufiicient to have made a good defence ; 
but a mutiny arofe, and the lenity of the commanding officer’s temper, 
not permitting him to fee the neceffity of making fevere examples 
in the beginning, the men, no longer controulable, got pofieffion of 
the arrack, and mad -with liquor, obliged him to capitulate, and 
were made prii'oners of war: this misfortune affected captain Chace 
fo fenfibly, that it threw him into a fever, of which he died Soon 
after at Pondicherry. At the fame time a detachment of Morat¬ 
toes, with fome Europeans, appeared before Chillambrum, where the 
Engliffi kept a ferjeant with a few artillery-men ; who discovering 
that the governor was plotting to deliver them up to the enemy, 
marched away in the night to Devi Cotah. Nor was the lofs of thefe 
places and their dependencies the only detriment which the Nabob’s af¬ 
fairs had fuftained in the Carnatic; for a number of petty commanders. 
Soldiers of fortune, fet up their Standards, and pretending to be autho¬ 
rized by Mr. Dupleix and Morari-row, levied contributions, and com¬ 
mitted violences in all parts of the country. Even Mortiz-ally hearing 
foon after his return to Velore that the Engliffi did not venture to at¬ 
tack the French intrenchments at Trivadi, and that Tritchinopoly was 
hard preffed by the Myforeans, took courage, and entertaining thoughts 
of afferting the title which Mr. Dupleix had conferred upon him,, 
ordered his troops to commit hoflilities in the neighbourhood near 
Arcot. His force confifted of 50 Europeans, with three pieces of can-* 
non, who accompanied him from Pondicherry, and 2000 Sepoys, 
1500 boric, and 500 matchlock Peons, his own troops. They plun¬ 
dered all the villages lying near the city without meeting any inter¬ 
ruption ; for Abdullwahab Khan, the Nabob’s brother, and lieutenant' 
in the province, an indolent fenfual man, diffipated in his pleafures and. 
upon his favourites moil; of the monies he collected, and gave no* 
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j 7 5 3. attention to tlie maintaining of a competent force to fupport his authori ty: 
enC0 uraged by this negligence, Mortiz-ally threatened to attack the city 
of Arcot itfelf, of which the prefidency receiving intelligence, directed 
the commanding officer of the fort to join the Nabob s troops with as 
many Europeans as could prudently be 1 pared from the garrifon, and 
attack the enemy in the field. Abdullwahab, alarmed for his own fe- 
curity, with fome difficulty got together 8oo Sepoys, iooo horfe and 
500 Peons, all of them the very word troops in the province ; they 
were commanded by another of the Nabob s brothers Nazeabulla, a 
man nearly of the fame character as Abdullwahab. This iorce, joined by 
40 Europeans, 200 Englilli Sepoys, with two field pieces under the 
command of enfign Jofeph Smith, marched out ol the city on the 2 1 ft 
of April, and when halt-way to Velore difcovered the Phoufdar s army’ 
drawn up acrofs the road, their right dickered by the hills. It was 
with great rduOance that Nazeabulla Khan could he prevailed upon to 
attack them, although it was evident they would fall on him, as foon as 
he offered to retreat: enfign Smith began a cannonade, and drove the 
French feveral times from their guns, but a party of 500 excellent 
Sepoys maintained themfelves with much more refolution behind a 
bank, and in feveral attempts that were made to drive them from it, 
moft of the Engliffi Sepoys were loft. The enemy’s cavalry feeing 
this, attacked the Europeans, but were repulfed by the grape fhot; on 
which they puflied at Nazeabulla^ cavalry, who took flight without 
waiting the onfet, and foon after his Sepoys and Peons went off like- 
wife, leaving the Europeans, now reduced to 25 men, with about 40 
Sepoys, furrounded by the enemy. Enfign Smith however kept his 
ground until night, when his men leaving the field pieces behind, 
endeavoured, as they could, to get back to the city; but they wei e dif¬ 
covered, and all, excepting three, were intercepted; iome were killed, 
and the reft, amongft whom was enfign Smith, were made priloners and 
carried to Velore. Fluffed by this fuccefs, Mortiz-ally renewed his 
correfpondence with Mr.Dupleix, and undertook to beftege Trinomalee, 
a ftrong fort fituated about 4° miles foutb oi Arcot, in the high 
road to Tritchinopoly, and Morari-row moved from Chillambrum to 
affift in the expedition. But Mr. Dupleix thinking it of more import¬ 
ance 
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aoce to reinforce the army at Seringham, prevailed on him to detach 
3000 of his Morattoes under the command of Innis Khan, and joined 
to them 300 Europeans and 1000 Sepoys. 

As foon as thefe troops arrived, the enemy quitted Seringham, and 
eroding the Caveri, encamped on the plain three miles to the north 
of Facquire’s Tope. Their force now confided of 450 Europeans, 
1500 well-trained Sepoys, 8000 My fore horfe, 3 500 Morattoes, and 
two companies of Topaffes with 1000 Sepoys in the fervice of the re¬ 
gent; the red of whofe infantry was 15,000 Peons, armed with match¬ 
locks, fwords, bows and arrows, pikes, dubs, and rockets; im per fed 
weapons worthy the rabble that bore them. Major Lawrence had only 
the 500 Europeans, and the 2000 Sepoys he brought with him from 
thecoad; but 700 of thefe Sepoys were continually employed in the 
Polygar’s country, to efcort the convoys ; his artillery were eight ex¬ 
cellent fix-pounders; of the Nabob’s horfe only 100 encamped with the 
Englifh, the reft remaining under the walls, and peremptorily refufmg 
to march until they were paid their arrears. 

There are, about a mile to the fouth of the Facquire’s Tope, fome 
high mountains called the five rocks, on the fuminit of which the Major 
always kept a ftrong guard of Sepoys: but he being obliged to go into 
the city for the recovery of his health, the officer who commanded 
during his abfence neglected to continue this detachment. The enemy 
reconnoitring, and finding this poft without defence, detached in the 
night a drong party to take poffeffion of it; and early the next morn¬ 
ing their whole army was difeovered in motion, affembling under 
fhelter of the five rocks, whilft their advanced cannon plunged into 
the Englifh camp; whither the Major immediately returned, but 
found it impofiible to regain the pod: he however kept his ground 
until night, and then encamped about a quarter of a mile nearer the 
city, behind a fmall eminence which fheltered the troops from the ene¬ 
my’s artillery ; they the next day quitted the camp to the north of the 
Facquire’s Tope, and encamped at the five rocks. Here they had it in 
their power indrely to cut off the fupplies of provifions coming from the 
Poly gar’s country, and to intercept the detachment of 700 Sepoys fent 
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to efcort them: at the fame time the great fuperiority of their num¬ 
bers, and the advantage of the ground they occupied, rendered an at¬ 
tack upon their camp impracticable: but it was evident that if they were 
not foon diflodged, neither the Englifh army in the field, nor the gar- 
nfon of the city, could fubfift long; to augment the diftrefs, a ftrong 
fpirit of defer tion arofe among the foldiery. In thefe cir cum fiances, 
even the in oft fanguine began to lofe hope, and to apprehend that the 
city muft be abandoned in order to fave the troops from penfiling by fa¬ 
mine. 

The Major had ftationed a guard of 200 Sepoys, on a fmall rock 
fituated about half a mile foutli-weft of his camp, and nearly a mile 
north-eaft of the enemy’s, Mr. Aftruc foon difeovered the importance 
of this poft, which if he could get poffefiion of, his artillery would eafily 
oblige the Englifh to decamp again, and retire under the walls of the 
city, where, ftill more {heightened, they would probably be reduced in 
a very few days to the neceffity of retreating to their fettlements. He 
therefore refolved to attack the poft, and marched early in the morning, 
on the 26 th of June, with his grenadiers and a large body of Sepoys; but 
they meeting with more refiftance than was expected, he ordered the- 
■whole army to move and fupport them. The Major, as foon as he found 
the rock attacked, ordered the picquet guard of the camp, confifting of 
40 Europeans, to march and fupport his Sepoys: but afterwards ob- 
ferving the whole of the enemy’s army in motion, he ordered all his 
troops to get under arms, and leaving 1 00 Europeans to take care of 
the camp, marched with the reft of his force, which, in Europeans 
did not exceed 300 battalion men, with 80 belonging to the artillery; 
and he had with him no more than 500 Sepoys: for the reft 
were at this time in the city endeavouring to procure rice, of 
which none had been fold in camp fmee the enemy appeared 
on the plain. With this fmall force he haftened, as faft as they 
could march, to reach the rock before the enemy’s main body. But 
Mr. Aftruc, with the party already engaged in the attack, perceiving 
his approach, made a vigorous effort, and before the Major had got half 
way, the Sepoys who defended the rock, were all either killed, or 
taken prifoners, and the French colours immediately hoifted.. This 
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obliged the Major to halt, and confide? what was mo ft ad vile able to be j 753. 
done in this critical conjuncture, on which the fate of the whole war ' 

feemed to depend. There was little time for deliberation: for the 
French battalion were now arrived behind the rock, and their artillery 
from the right and left of it, were firing upon the Englifh troops; the 
rock itfelf was covered by their Sepoys fupported by their grenadiers ; 
the whole Mylore army was drawn up in one great body at the diftance 
of cannon-ihot in the rear; the Morattoes were, as ufual, flying about 
in ftnall detachments, and making charges on the flanks and rear of the 
Engliih battalion in order to intimidate and create confufion. 

In fuch circumftances the officers unanimoufly agreed in opinion 
with their general, that it was infer to make a gallant puffi, than to re¬ 
treat before fuch numbers of enemies: and the foldiers feeming much 
delighted at this opportunity of having what they called a fair knock at 
the French men on the plain, Major Lawrence took advantage of the 
good difpohtion of the whole, and giving due commendations to their 
fpirit, ordered the grenadiers to attack the rock with fixed bayonets, 
whilft he himfelf, with the reft of the troops, wheeled round the foot 
of it to engage the French battalion. The foldiers received the orders 
with three huzzas, and the grenadiers fetting out at a great rate, though 
at the fame time keeping their ranks, paid no attention to the fcattcred 
fire they received from the rock, nor made a halt until they got to flic 
top of it; whilft the enemy terrified at their intrepidity, defcended as 
they were mounting, without daring to ftand the ffiock of their onfet. 

Some of the beft Sepoys followed the grenadiers, and all together began 
a ftrong fire upon the French troops, drawn up within piftol {hot 
below. In the mean time Mr, Aftruc, perceiving that the left flank 
of his battalion would, if it remained drawn up facing the north, be ex- 
pofed to the Engliih troops, wheeling round the foot of the rock, 
changed his polltion, and drew up facing the weft, in order to oppofe 
them in front. But this movement expofed his right flank to the fire of 
the grenadiers and Sepoys from the rock; by which his troops had al¬ 
ready iuffered confiderably, when the Engliih battalion executing their 
evolution with great addrefs, drew up at once direCUy oppofite to the 
enemy, at the diftance of 20 yards. 
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1 75 . 1 * The French troops were {truck with consternation upon feeing 
themfelves thus daringly attacked in the mid ft of their numerous allies, 
by filch a handful of men; and indeed a ftranger, taking a view of the 
two armies from the top of one of the rocks on the plain, could fcarcely 
have believed that the one ventured to dHpute a province with 
the other. 

Mr. Aftruc exerted himiclf as a brave and aflive officer, and with 
difficulty prevailed on his men to keep their ranks with recovered arms, 
until the Engliih gave their fire, which falling in a well levied dif- 
charge from the whole battalion, and feconded by a hot fire from the 
rock, together with a difeharge of grape {hot from the firft field piece 
that came up, threw them into irreparable dilorder; they ran away with 
the utmoft precipitation, leaving three pieces of cannon, with fiome am¬ 
munition carts behind them. The Morattoes immediately made a 
gallant effort to cover their retreat by flinging themfelves between, and. 
fome of the grenadiers, who had run forward to feize the field pieces, 
fell under their fkbres. Animated by this fuccefs, they attacked the 
battalion, pufliing in feveral charges up to the very bayonets, and en¬ 
deavouring to cut down the men, who conftantly received them with 
lb much fteadinefs, that they were not able to throw a fingle platoon 
into difbrder: at length having tuffered much, and loft feveral of their 
be ft men by the i-nceffant fire of the line, they defifted from their at¬ 
tacks, and retreated to the main body of the Myforeans: amongft their 
dead was Ballapah, one of their principal officers, brother-in-law to Mo- 
rari-row, a very gallant man, much efteemed by the Englifli, who had 
often feen him exert himfelf with great bravery when fighting on 
their fide: he had broke his fword in cutting down a grenadier, when 
another, who was loading his piece, andfawhis comrade fall, fhot both 
ball -and ramrod through his body. In the mean time the French never, 
halted until they got into the rear of the Myfore army, when their 
officers prevailed on them to get into order again, and drew 1 them up. 
in a line with their allies, from whence they fired their two remaining 
held pieces with great vivacity, although the. fhot did not reach above 
half way.. 
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The Major remained three hours at the foot of the rock, in order to 1753- 
give them an opportunity of renewing the fight; but finding that they 
fhewed no inclination to move towards him, he prepared to return to his 
camp, leaving them to take pofleffion of the rock again at their peril; 
for fince the lofs of the 200 Sepoys that defended it in the beginning 
of the a&ion, he did not think it prudent to expofe another detachment 
to the fame rifque, at fuch a diflance from his main body. The three 
guns with the prifoners were placed in the center, and the troops march¬ 
ing in platoons on each fide, the artillery was diflributed in the front,, 
rear, and intervals of the column. The rear had fcarcely got clear of 
the rock into the plain, when the whole of the enemy’s cavalry fet up 
their ffiout, and came furioufly on, fkmrifhmg their fwords as if they 
were refolved to exterminate at once the handful of men that oppoled 
them, Whofoever has feen a body of ten thoufand horfe advancing on 
the full gallop all together, will acknowledge with the Marefchals Vil- 
lars and Saxe that their appearance is tremendous, be their difcipline or 
courage what it will; and fuch an onfet would doubtlefs have difcon- 
certed untried foldiers; but the enemy had to deal with Veterans equal 
to any who have done honour to the Britlfh nation; men convinced by 
repeated experience that a body of well-difciplined infantry would always 
prevail againft irregular cavalry, let their numbers be ever fo great. In 
this confidence they halted, and without the leafl emotion, waited for 
the enemy, who were fuffered to come Efficiently near before the fig- 
nal was given to the artiUery officers: the cannonade then began from 
eight fix pounders, loaded with grape, and was kept up at the rate of 
eight or ten fhot in a minute from each piece, fo well directed that 
every fhot went amongft the crowd, as was visible by the numbers that 
dropped: this foon flopped their career, and they flood a while like men 
afloniihed by the fall of thunder; but finding no intermiffion of the fire, 
and that the battalion and Sepoys referved theirs with recovered arms, 
they went to the right about, and got out of reach as fall as they had 
come on, leaving the troops to return quietly to their campi 

Thus was Tritehinopoly faved by a fuccefs, which afloniihed even, 
thole who had gained it; nor was the attempt, however defperate it 
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1735. might feem, juftified by the luccefs alone; for as the city would inevi- 
tably have fallen if the Englifh had remained inactive, fo the lofs of it 
would have been haflened only a few days if they had been defeated; 
and major Lawrence undoubtedly affced with as much fagacity as fpirit in 
rilquiug every tiling to gain a victory, on which alone depended the 
prefervation of the great objeft of the war. 

The enemy difpirited by their defeat, began to difagree among!! 
themfelves; the Myforeans and French reciprocally imputing their ill 
luccefs to one another, and the Morattoes with great reafon to both; 
their parties appeared lefs frequently on the plain in the day, and none 
ventured to patrole in the night: the Englifh Sepoys in Tondiman’s 
-country availing themfelves of this interval, quitted the woods, and 
joined the camp in the night, with a convoy of provifions which fur- 
nilhed a (lock for fifty days. This neeeffary object being provided for, 
the Major determined to avoid coming again to a general engagement, 
before lie was joined by fome troops, which the arrival of the fhips.fr.om 
Europe enabled the prefidency to fend into the field: they were or¬ 
dered to march through the Tanjore country; and as a body of cavalry 
was Hill more neceflary to enable the army to ad! with vigour again!! 
an enemy which had iiich numbers, he refolved to proceed without 
delay to Tanjore, in hopes that whilft he was waiting for the reinforce¬ 
ment, the appearance of the army and the reputation of their late fuc- 
cefs might determine the king to declare openly, and funiifh the affifl- 
ance of horfe, of which the Englifh flood fo much in need. The pre- 
fence of the Nabob, being thought neceflary to facilitate the negociation, 
he prepared to march'with the army; but on the evening that he in¬ 
tended to quit the city, his difeontented troops aflembled in the outer 
court of the palace, and clamouring declared that they would not fuffer 
him to move, before be had paid their arrears; in vain were arguments 
to convince this rabble, more infolent becaufe they had never rendered 
any efiential fervice, that his going to Tanjore was the only meafure from 
which they could hope for a chance of receiving their pay; they re¬ 
mained inflexible, and threatened violence; upon which captain Dalton 
fent a ineffenger to the camp, from whence the grenadier company im¬ 
mediately marched into the city, where they were joined by j 00 of the 
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garrifon, and all together forcing their way into the palace, they got the 
Nabob into his palankeen, and efcorted him to the camp fourrounded by 
200 Europeans with fixed bayonets; the maleeontents not daring to 
offer him-any outrage as he was paffing, nor on the other hand was any 
injury offered to them: for notwithftanding fuch proceedings in more 
civilized nations rarely happen, and are juftly efteemed mutiny and 
treafon; yet in Indoftan they are common accidents, and arife from 
fuch caufes as render it difficult to afcertain whether the prince or his 
army is molt in fault. The Nabob had certainly no money to pay his 
troops; fo far from it that the Englifh had now for two years fumifhed 
all the expence of their own troops in the field: but it is a maxim with 
every prince in India, let his wealth be ever fo great, to keep his army in 
long arrears, for fear they fiiould defert. This apprehenfion is perhaps 
not unjuftly entertained of hirelings collected from every part ofadef- 
potick empire, and infenlible of notions of attachment to the prince or 
caufe they ferve*. but from hence the l'oldiery aecuHomed to excufes 
when dictated by no neceffity, give no credit to thofe which are made 
to them, when there is a real impoffibility of fatisfying their demands; 
and a practice common to moll of the princes of Indoftan, concurs not 
a little to increafe this miftruft in all who ferve them : for on the one 
hand the vain notions in which they have been educated infpire them 
with fuch a love of outward fhew, and the inervating climate in which 
they are born renders them fo incapable of refilling the impulfes of 
fancy; and on the other the frequent reverfes of fortune in this empire 
dictate fo ftrongly the neceffity of hoarding refources againft the hour 
of calamity, that nothing is more common than to fee a Nabob pur- 
chafing a jewel or ornament of great price, at the very time that he 
is in the greateft diftrefs for money to anfwer the necefiities of the go¬ 
vernment. Hence, inftead of being fliocked at the clamours of their 
foldiery, they are accuftomed to live in expedat ion of them, and it is a 
maxim in their condud to hear them with patience, unlefs the croud 
proceed to violence ; but in order to prevent this they take care to attach 
to their inter efts fome principal officers with fuch a number of the beft 
troops as may ferve on emergency to check the tumult, which is rarely 
headed by a man of diftindion. But when his affairs become defperate 
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*753 : . "by the fu.ccefs of a fuperior- enemy, the prince atones fe-verely for his 
evafions, by a total defection of his army, or by fuffering fuch outrages 
as the Nabob Mahomed-ally would in all probability have been expofed 
to, had he not been refcued in the manner we have defcribed. 

As foon as the Nabob arrived in the camp, major Lawrence began his 
march, and in order to avoid the enemy’s cavalry ftruck into the thick 
woods, which fkirt the plain of Tritchinopoly to the fouth; the approach 
of the army feemed to determine the king of Tanjore to furni/h the 
affiftance they were coming to demand ; and not to give him any unne- 
ceflary umbrage by proceeding abruptly to his capital, the Major refolved 
to halt for i'ome time at a diftance, and encamped at Conandercoil, a 
town in the woods half-way between Tritchinopoly and Tanjore ; 
where, at the expiration of ten days, he received advice from Mr. Palk, 
who had been deputed to the king, that he had prevailed upon him to 
declare openly, and that orders were given to Monac-gee the general 
to aflemble the Tanjorine troops. On which the Englifh. army pro¬ 
ceeded to Tanjore, where it was determined to remain until they were 
joined by the reinforcement expected from Fort St. David. 

Of all the Nabob’s cavalry, no more than fifty accompanied him, the 
reft remained encamped under the walls of Tritchinopoly, and a few 
days after the departure of the Englilh army went in a body, and in¬ 
formed captain Dalton that they intended to go over to the enemy, with 
whom they had made their terms, defiring at the fame time that he 
would not fire upon them as they were marching off. This, as he was 
very glad to get rid of fuch a dangerous incumbrance, he readily pro- 
mifed, and they went away unmolefted at noon-day. 

The enemy, having now no other immediate object, gave their whole 
attention to blockade the city, which they were in a condition to effedt 
without much difficulty; for their Superiority, in Europeans deterred 
the garrifon from venturing without the walls to interrupt their night pa- 
troles, as was their cuftom when they had only the Myforeans and Mo- 
rattoes to encounter. However captain Dalton took the precaution of 
undermining in a dark night the pofls of Warriore and Weycondah, 
to the weft of the city; the defences of Warriore were ruined, but the 
explofion failed at Weycondah. 
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The late fapplies of provHions being entirely referved for the ufe of 1753* 
the garrifon, the inhabitants were left to provide for themfelves, and v v * 
rice was now fold in the market for half a crown the meafure, about an 
Englifh quart, which was fifteen times dearer than the common price; 
and fire-wood was fcarcely to be procured at any rate. This fcarcity 
foon obliged them to quit their habitations, and in lefs than a month 
this fpacious city, which had formerly contained 400,000 perfons, was 
left fdnfoft defolate; for the military people who remained in it, foldiers 
and artificers of all denominations, did not exceed 2000 men; of thefe 
the Nabob’s Peons, as being capable of no other fervice than to give an 
alarm, were ported between the outward and inward wall ; their num¬ 
ber was about 1000: the Sepoys, 600, were ftationed round the ram¬ 
parts, and the Europeans, about 200, were appointed, fome to guard the 
gates, whilft the reft lay on their arms every night, in readinefs to march 
to any quarter where the alarm might be given. 

Vigilance fupplied as much as poffible the defcCt of numbers; never- 
thelefs it was vilible that the city, thus flenderly garrifoned, would run 
great rifque if the enemy attempted a vigorous affault by night: nor 
were they entirely without fuch intentions; for the French prepared 
fcaling ladders, and often fent parties to found the depth of the ditch; 
but thefe were always difeovered and beaten off before they could accom¬ 
pli ih their defign. In the mean time Mr. Dupleix ftrenuoufly impor¬ 
tuned Mr. Brenier, who had fucceeded Mr. Aftruc in the command, to 
attempt an efcalade at all events, and fuggefted to him a method of get¬ 
ting the information he wanted by feuding one De Cattans an intelligent 
officer, as a defer ter, into the town: the man was promifed the com¬ 
mand of a company, and thirty thoufand rupees; for which he not only 
undertook to find out the proper fpot where they fhould place their 
foaling ladders, but alio to maintain a correfpondence with the French pri- 
foners, who were to break loofe, and feize the arms of the guard, and 
attack the quarters of the Englifh whilft the affault was made on the 
walls. He was admitted into the city, and faid that he came to offer 
his fervice to the Englifh, being difgufted by an unjuft cenfure, which 
had been caft on his conduft in the late battle at the golden rock: an 
over-ftrained affectation of franknefs in his behaviour gave captain Dal- 
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ton Tome fulpicions, and two fpies were fet to watch his actions, who 
at different times difeovered him meafuring the calibre of the guns, 
taking a furvey of tlie works, and fathoming the height of the 
wall with a lead and line, after which he threw notes through the 
windows to the French prifoners. There was in the garrifon a 
French foldier whole fidelity to the Englifh might be depended on; 
this man engaged to detect his countryman ftill more effectually, 
and fuffered himfclf to be chaftized in his light by captain Dal¬ 
ton for fome pretended negledt; after which he affedted ftich a re- 
fen t men t for this treatment, that De Cattans gave him his entire confi¬ 
dence, offering him a great reward if he would aftift in. the execution 
'•pf his plan. The foldier faid he was not made for great enterprises, 
•but offered to defert the fir ft night he fhould be on guard at the barrier, 
-and to carry a letter, provided De Cattans would affure him of pardon 
for having deferted from the French. This the other readily agreed 
'to, and gave him a pardon in form iigned with his name, to which he 
added the title of plenipotentiary of the marquis Dupleix.” At the 
fame time he delivered to him a letter for Mr. Brenier, which contained 
a full and exaCt defeription of the defences of the place, and fome com¬ 
mendations on his own addrefs in deceiving the Englifh commandant, 
whom he deferibed as a very young man, that placed more confidence 
in him than any of his own officers. The foldier carried the letter to 
captain Dalton, who immediately caufed De Cattans to be arrefted ; at 
firft he denied the fa< 51 , but on feeing his own writing, defired that he 
might not fuffer the difgrace of being hanged, but have the honour of 
being fhot by a file of mufketeers. He was told that his fate could not 
be decided before major Lawrence arrived; captain Dalton, however, de¬ 
ft rous of drawing the enemy into a fnare by the fame means which they 

• had employed ag&i-nft himfelf, promifed the criminal to intercede for his 
..pardon provided he would write a letter to Mr, Brenier, and prevail 

• upon him to .attempt an efcalade-at iitch a part as he, captain Dalton, 
^fhould dictate; this Be Cattans readily agreed to; the place fixed upon 
'-was Dalton’s battery, on the-weft fide, not far from the northern angle, 
••as- being more acceffible than-any other from without; but the defences 
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and retrenchments within were ftronger than any where elfe. A black 
fellow undertook to carry the letter for eight rupees, and Mr. Brenier, 
giving him twenty, Cent him back with a letter to De Cattans, promifing 
to put his plan into execution, and defiring him to write frequently. In 
rain did the garrifon watch feveral nights fucceffively, hoping that the 
enemy would make the aflault; but the various reports which they re¬ 
ceived of major Lawcnce’s arrival, kept them in luch a continual buftle. 
and alarm, that they could not fpare a night for the execution of this 
enterprize, notwithstanding they appeared convinced of its practicability. 

The Myforeans finding that the explofion made at Weycondah, had 
done Uttle damage, took pofleffion of this poll, and mounting two 
fmall pieces of cannon on the rampart, encamped 300 horfe and fame 
Peons under the walls ; and as the garrifon of Tritchinopoly had not 
lately ventured into the field, thofe troops flept in perfect fecuritv 
without a fingle centinel. Captain Dalton receiving intelligence of their 
negligence, refolved to beat up their quarters, and chufing a time when 
it was very dark, a party of 400 men, moftly Sepoys, marched up clofe 
to the tents, and made a general difeharge amongft them before- 
they were once challenged. The Sepoys got fome horfes and 
arms, and the whole party retreated out of reach before the 
enemy were fuffidiently rouzed to do more than fire a few fhot at 
random. 

At length, after remaining a month clofely blockaded, and obliged to 
be continually on their guard, the garrifon received advice that the Ma¬ 
jor was approaching: he was joined by the Tanjorine army, con lifting 
of 3000 horfe, and 2000 matchlocks, under the command of Monac- 
gee, as alfo by the expedited reinforcement from Fort St. David, of 170 
Europeans and 300 Sepoys. On the 7th of Auguft, the army arrived 
at Dalaway’s choultry, fituated clofe to the fouthern bank of the Caveri, 
fix miles eaft of Tritchinopoly, where they were detained the next day by 
the falling of a heavy rain, which rendered the country between the 
choultry and city impaflable. This obliged them to ftrike to the 
fouth-weft, and the 9th in the morning they continued their march, 
efcorting a convoy of feveral thoufand bullocks provided by the 
Nabob, and faid to be laden with provifions; fignals from the top of the 

Qji 2 rock. 


300 


The War of CoRomandei* 


Book IV. 

J 753* roc k Tritchinopoly, not only apprized them that the enemy were in 

1 • ' motion, but likewife pointed out the difpofitions they were making. 
Their cavalry in different parties extended from the French rock to the 
golden rock: at the fugar-loaf rock, as being the place where major 
Lawrence would lirft come within their reach, they kept their main body 
of Europeans and Sepoys, together with their artillery; and a detach¬ 
ment took poffeffion of the golden rock. The major, when arrived about 
a mile fouth-eaft of the fugar-loaf, halted, and having confidered the 
enemy's difpofition, formed and ordered his march in confequence of it. 
To preferve the baggage and provifions from the enemy’s lire, he deter¬ 
mined not to attempt a paflage through the pofts they occupied; but to 
march round the golden rock, whilft the convoy with the Nabob and his 
retinue, efcorted by the Tanjorine troops, moved on at fome diftance on 
tbe left flank of the Europeans and Sepoys. It was neceflary at all 
events to drive the enemy from the golden rock, flnee their fire from 
hence might greatly incommode the line of march: but as a fufpicion 
of the major’s intention to pafs that way, would naturally induce them 
to reinforce this port, he relblved to divert their attention, by halting, and 
forming as if he intended to march diredtly, and attack their main 
body at the fugar-loaf rock. This ftratagem had the defired effeft : 
monfieur Brenier, not an acute officer, recalled the greateft part of his 
detachment from the golden rock, and with much buflle got his troops 
in order, to receive the major: who in the mean time detached the gre¬ 
nadiers and 8oo Sepoys from the front of the line, ordering them to de¬ 
file behind the convoy which ftill proceeded on, and to march with all 
poffible expedition and attack the golden rock. Mr. Brenier did not per¬ 
ceive this motion before it was too late to prevent the effedt of it; he 
however inflantly fent forward i ooo horfe at full gallop to intercept the 
Engliffi party, and at the fame time detached 300 Europeans to rein¬ 
force the guard at the rock. The cavalry foon came up with the Eng¬ 
liffi party, and endeavoured to retard their march by caracolling and 
galloping about as if they intended to charge; but the grenadiers did not 
fuffer themlelves to be amufed by thefe motions, and fired hotly upon 
them without llackening their pace, nor made a halt until they had 
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mounted the rock, drove the enemy down, and planted their colours on 
the top, which they accomplished before the enemy’s party of imantry, 
marching from the fugarloaf rock, had got half way: who feeing the 
poll they were fent to reinforce loft, had not the heart to make a pufh 
to recover it; but halted, and taking Shelter behind a bank, began to can¬ 
nonade the grenadiers and Sepoys at the golden rock with four field 
pieces. By this time Mr. Brenier, with the reft of the French troops, had 
proceeded a little way from the fugar loaf rock, to fupport his advanced 
party; but feeing them halt, he halted Hkewife. So that the main body 
of the Englifh troops continued their march, and fecured the pofTcffion 
of the golden rock without interruption : the Tanjorines foon after 
came up with the baggage, and were ordered to remain with it in the 
rear. The Englifh artillery were now warmly employed againft the 
cannon of the enemy’s advanced party, of whom none but the artillery 
men were expofed, for the reft kept clofe behind the bank. The Eng¬ 
lifh battalion was drawn up in the open plain without fhelter, and in 
this fituation fuffered conftderably, whilft their artillery did little mil- 
chief to the enemy; however the fhot that flew over the bank went 
amongft a large body of horfe who were drawn up in the rear of the 
advanced party, and flung them into confufion ; which captain Dalton 
obferving, he {allied from the city with two field pieces, and the cavalry 
finding themfelves between two fires, hurried out of reach, foine to the 
eaft, and others to the weft. In the mean time feveral of the Englifh 
battalion were ftruck down, and major Lawrence obferving that the 
enemy's main body made no motion to join the advanced party, de¬ 
termined to make a pufh, and drive thefe troops from the advantageous 
ground of which they had taken pofleflion. The grenadiers, with 200 
more Europeans, and 300 Sepoys, were ordered to march and attack 
them, whilft major Lawrence remained at the golden rock with tire reft 
ready to fupport them if repulfed, or if fuccefsful, to join and puriue the 
advantage by driving the beaten party on the enemy’s main body. The 
fuccefsof this attempt depending in a great meafure on making the at¬ 
tack before the enemy’s main body could move up to the fuccour of 
their party, the Englifh for more expedition marched without any field 
pieces; but the artillery was notwithftanding not idle, for they fired 
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J 7?3* continually from, the main body to deter the enemy’s cavalry from at¬ 
tacking the flanks of the party as they marched. The officer appointed 
to lead the attack, inftead of following his orders, which dire&ed him 
to come to the pufli of bayonet without hefitation, fent word that he 
could not execute them without artillery, and that he was halted, wait¬ 
ing for it. Upon this major Lawrence inftantly quitted the main body, 
and galloping up, put himfelf at the head of the party, and led them 
on. The troops, animated by his example, marched on with great 
fpirit, keepi ng their order, notwithstanding they were galled by a very 
fmart fire from the enemy’s artillery, which killed feveral men, 
and amongft them, captain Kirk, at die head of the grenadiers: thefe 
brave fellows, whom nothing during the war had ever daggered, could 
not fee the death of the. officer they loved without emotion. Captain 
Kilpatrick feeing them at a ftand, immediately put himfelf at tlieir head, 
and'defired them, if they loved their captain as much as he valued lm 
friend, to follow him, and revenge his death; roufed in an inftant by 
this fpirited exhortation and example, they fwore in their manner, that 
they would follow him to hell. In this temper they puflied on; and in 
order to prevent the enemy from retreating to their main body, marched 
to gain their right flank : the enemy had not courage to ftand 
the fhock, but quitted the bank in great precipitation, and leaving three- 
field pieces behind them, ran away towards Weycondah, expofed great 
part of the way to the fire of the two field pieces which captain Dalton, 
had brought out of the city, every fiiot of which, for feveral difcharges, 
took off two or three men. The enemy’s main body now, when too 
late, began to move to the affiftance of their party, but feeing them irre¬ 
trievably defeated, and perceiving at the fame time the main body of the 
Englilh advancing from the golden rock, they loft courage, and with¬ 
out waiting to give or receive a fire, ran off in great confufion towards 
the five rocks, expofed to a fevere cannonade from the rear divifionof 
the Englilh artillery which had been left at the golden rock with the 
baggage; the Tanjore horfe remained ipecftators of their flight without 
taking advantage of it, by falling on them fword in hand, which if they 
had done, few would have efcaped; fo that the lofs which they fuftain- 
ed in Europeans did not exceed ioo men killed and wounded: of the 
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Englilh battalion about 46 men were either killed or difabled, and on 1753* 
both Tides, principally by cannon ihot. ' v J 

Monac-gee endeavoured to excufe his negledt, rby alledging that the 
. folicitude of the Nabob and his commiffaries for the fafety of the con¬ 
voy, made him unwilling to leave it expofedto the enemy’s cavalry which 
hovered round in large bodies: but this was no good reafon; for major 
Lawrence immediately on the enemy’s retreat lent him orders to pur- 
lue, and the battalion were marching back to fecure the convoy. As foon 
as the enemy were out of light, the army with the convoy proceed¬ 
ed to the city, where on taking an account of the provifions before they 
were lodged in the magazines, it was found that the quantity did not 
exceed 3 go bullock loads, and this not a little damaged : which, in 
weight not being more than 30,000 pounds, was fcarcely fufficient to 
fupply the Europeans and Sepoys ten days. It would be difficult to find 
an example of ib great a negligence, in fo eflential a fervice, which had 
coft fo much pains and ritque, excepting in the irregular and indolent 
adminiftration of a Moorifh government in Indoftan ; and indeed the- 
Englilh themfelves were much to blame for trailing this important 
charge entirely to the conduct of the Nabob and his officers, who had 
loaded the reft of the bullocks, for there were near 4000, with their 
own baggage, and a heap of trumpery not worth the carriage. 

The enemy removed their tents and baggage as foon as it was dark 
from the fugar-Ioaf rock to Weycondah, where.they encamped all to¬ 
gether in fo ftrong a fi (nation, protected by the lire of that port, that 
they could not be attacked with any profped of fuccefs. The Myfo- 
reans had always drawn their provifions from their own country ; and 
as there was little probability of procuring plenty to the city whilft the 
enemy remained on the plain, the major, as foon as the troops were 
~a little refreflied, marched out, and taking a circuit encamped at the five 
rocks, intending to intercept their convoys coming from the eaftward, 
and thus retaliate the diftrefles which they had fo often brought upon his 
afmy. At the fame time Monac-gee, in order to fecure the commu¬ 
nication with Tanjore, undertook to reduce Elimiferum, where the 
enemy had left a garrifon of 200 Sepoys and a few Europeans, who 
Submitted to him after a little reliftance. 
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5753 ; Maj or Lawrence now ordered De Cattans to be hanged in fight of the 
enemy s advanced guards: he died with great refolution, but {hewed 
much concern that he had endeavoured to betray captain Dalton, who 
had 1 eceived him with fo much hofpitality and kindnefs. As the Eng- 
lifh had condefcended to employ this delinquent againft hi sown country¬ 
men, aftei he was detected, his life ought to have been {pared. 

The enemy Aill remaining at WeycOndah, major Lawrence made a 
motion towaids them on the 23d, upon which they decamped in ahurry, 
and leaving pait of their baggage, with a gun and forae ammunition be¬ 
hind, made a diforderly retreat to Mootachellinoor, a ftrong poft on the 
bank of the Caveri, which fecured their communication with Sering- 
ham: the next day major Lawrence took pofleflion of the ground they 
had abandoned with an intention to fend forward fome artillery near 
enough to cannonade them; but this deign was unexpectedly fruflrated, 
for the next day a reinforcement, equal to the whole of the Englifh 
force, appeared.on the bank of the Coleroon. It confifted of 3000 
Morattoes, a great number of Peons, and fome Topafles under the com¬ 
mand of Morari-row, together with 400 Europeans, and 2000 Sepoys, 
with fix guns. 

Moft of thefe Europeans arrived in the end of June from the ifiand 
of Mauritius, where they had been difciplined; and Mr. Dupleix com¬ 
mitted a great error in not fending them immediately, together with 
Morari-row’s troops, to Tritchinopoly; more efpecially as the fignal de¬ 
feat of the French and Myforeans at the golden rock might have con¬ 
vinced him that they would hardly be able to prevent the Englifh, 
when reinforced by the troops of Tanjore, from making their way good 
to the city with the convoy: but his vanity on this occafion confounded 
his good fenfe; for treating the battle of the golden rock as a trifling 
fkirmifh, and attributing the ill fuccefs of it to fome pretended acci¬ 
dents common to the fortune of war, he feemed to difdain fending any 
farther affiftanee to an army which he confidently aflerted could not 
fail to overpower their enemies in a very few days; he therefore detain¬ 
ed this force to make conquefts in the Carnatic; but tbe wilful difpofition 
of Morari-row fruflrated in a great meaiure this defign : for regarding 
no injunctions excepting thofe of the Myforean, who was afraid to give 
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him pofitive orders, the Morattoe traverfed the province according to his 
own inclination, without keeping his force united, or a Sing in concert 
with the troops of Pondicherry. However Mr. Dupleix purfning his 
plan as well as he was able, detached immediately after the capture of 
Chiliambrum a large body of Sepoys, accompanied by fome Morattoes, 
to attack the pagoda of Verdachelum; this force was led by one Haffim 
Ally, who had long been commander in chief of the French Sepoys, and 
had diftinguifhed himfelf fo much in this employment that the French 
king had honoured him with a gold medal in token of his fer vices; 
t h is man was taken’at Seringham with Mr. Law, and the Engltfh know¬ 
ing his capacity kept himaclofe prifoner at Fort St. David; from whence, 
however, he had lately contrived to efcape, being carried through 
the guards in. a baiket which they imagined to contain lumber. The 
garrifon of Verdachelum confifted only of 50 Sepoys commanded by a 
ierjeant, who furrendered after a flight reflftance ; from hence Haffan 
Ally, joined by 50 Europeans, proceeded to Trinomalee, where they 
found Morari-row with the greateft part of his force affifling, according 
to his promife, the troops of Velore, who were laying clofe flege to the 
place. The army of the befiegers now amounted to 6000 cavalry^ 
5000 Sepoys, and 100 Europeans, including the 50 which Mortiz-ally 
kept in his own. pay. The garrifon, 1500 men, commanded by 
Barkatoola, a faithful fervant to the Nabob, and a gallant officer, defend¬ 
ed therafelves with much bravery, making frequent Tallies, and in one 
they furprized and beat up the quarters of the Morattoes, killing many 
■of their horfes; this lofs, the 1110ft fenflble that the Morattoes can feel, 
determined Morari-row to look out for eafier conquefts ; and leaving 
the Phoufdars troops to continue the fiege as they could, he marched 
away, with an intention to lay flege to Palam Gotali, a fort in the neigh¬ 
bourhood of Chiliambrum; Here he was joined by a party of 350 Eu¬ 
ropeans, who endeavoured to prevail on him to march with them and 
attack the Engiifh fettlemeot of Devi Cotah; but Morari-row, apprehen- 
five of the lofs he might fuffer in this attempt, refufed to accompany 
them. On this difference they feparated, the French marching towards 
the woods of Wariore-pollam, in hopes of levying contribution from the 
Polygar j and the Morattoe to Trinomalee. Here, a few days alter his 
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arrival, he received letters from the regent informing him of his diftrefs, 
fmce his convoys from Myfore began to be intercepted, and defiring 
him in the moft preffing terms to move immediately to Seringham with 
his whole force; and Mr. Dupleix informing him at the fame time that 
he intended to fend all the Europeans he could bring into the field, the 
Morattoe, calling in all his {hagglers,hurried back to Chillambrum, which 
was appointed the place of general rendezvous; from hence the whole 
reinforcement proceeded by very expeditious marches to Tritchinopoly, 
in fight of which they arrived on the 24 th of Augufh 

Their appearance at fo critical a conjuncture did not fail to raife the 
enemy’s fpirits, who tefiified their joy by firing falutes and exhibiting 
fireworks' for three days fucceffively, at the fame time making the ne- 
ceflary preparations for coming to the plains again; whilft the Englifh 
and their allies faw themfelves under the neceffity of taking their mea- 
fures to ad again on the defenfive, under the fame difadvantages to 
which they had been conftantly fubjed, excepting in the fhort interval 
fince the laft defeat of the enemy: but even in this interval they had not 
been able to get more provifions than fufficed for the daily confumption j 
for as their force was not fufficient to {pare confiderable efcorts at a. 
diftanee for the time neceffary to colled large fupplies, what they re¬ 
ceived came daily in fmall quantities, about 100 bullock loads at a time, 
which indeed had lately joined the camp without much difficulty. But 
it was- evident that the enemy’s detachments would not fcour the plain- 
again as ufiial ; the Major therefore, to diminifh the rifle of his convoys 
coming from the eaitward, quitted the neighbourhood of Weycondah 
as foon as their reinforcement appeared, and encamped on the fame 
ground which he had formerly occupied a little to the north of the 
Facqmre’s Tope. The enemy three days after quitted Mootachellinoor, 
and encamped at the five rocks, where their army covered a great extent 
of ground, for they had likewiie been reinforced from Myfore. From 
the great fiiperiority of their numbers, the Major expected that they 
would attack him in. his camp, and ordered his men to fleep on their 
arms ; but they contented themlelves with following their former 
plan of intercepting the convoys. And the very next day, the 28th-, 
near 3ooohorfe, Morattoes and Myforeans, attacked an efcort of joo 
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Europeans with great vigour; but the men, accuftomed to fuch en¬ 
counters, preferred themfelves and the convoy by not parting with their 
fire, although the enemy rode feveral times to the very bayonets. 

The prefitiency of Madrafs hearing of the reinforcement which Mr. 
Dupleix had fent to Seringham, determined to ftrengthen their own army 
with all the men that could he fpared for the field, and fent them in one 
of the company’s fhips to Devi Cotali; and the Major, in order to faci¬ 
litate the junction of thefe troops, as well as to protect his convoys, de¬ 
termined to encamp farther to the e aft ward; and fending off his baggage 
in the night, marched at day break the firft of September over the plain 
in full view of the enemy, and pitched his camp at a little diftance to 
the fouth-eaft of the French rock. This ground was well chofen, for 
the right flank was protected by fome pieces of artillery mounted on the 
rock, which were flanked by the cannon of the city. The front of the 
camp was for the moil part fecured by a morafs, and the rear by fwamps 
and rice fields. The; Tanjorines were exceedingly delighted with the 
fecurity in which they here found themfelves, for they had before began 
to droop with apprehenfions of having their quarters beat up by the Mo- 
rattoes; and Monac-gee exerting all his influence amongft his country¬ 
men, prevailed on the merchants who dealt in rice, to bring frequent 
fupplies of grain, although in fmall quantities. The enemy’s fcouts gave 
them fuch good intelligence of the approach of the convoys that few 
efcaped unattacked, but being conftantly ftipported by detachments of 
Europeans, they made their way good to the camp ; not indeed with¬ 
out fome lofs, fince it was impoffible in the tumult to prevent the bul¬ 
locks and coolcys from flinging down their loads and taking flight. 
However, what arrived was fufiicient for the daily wants, but fo little 
more, that if two or three convoys had been cut off, the army would 
have been obliged to have had recourfc to the fmall ftock which was 
laud up in the city. The enemy, as if determined to reduce them to 
this diftrefs moved from the five rocks, and encamped at the fugar loaf, 
extending from lienee to the golden rock. Here, the regent and Mo- 
-rari-row having intelligence of the reinforcement of which the Englifh 
were in expectation, preiiingly intreated the French to attack their camp 
before thoib troops arrived; but Mr. Aftruc declined the attempt, and 
. . R r z contented 
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contented himfelf with waiting for lefs hazardous opportunities of di- 
minifhing their force: at length the Englifh reinforcement arrived on 
the 19th. of September, at Kelli Cotah, a fort 15 miles eaft of the city: 
and never perhaps had two armies remained 18 days in fo extraordinary 
a fituation, both encamped on the open plain without a bufh on it, at 
about two miles diftance from each other, fo that with their glafles they 
could fee one another fitting at dinner in their tents; and a cannon fhot 
from the advanced polls might eafily reach the oppofite camp: but as 
the fwamps in. the rear of both the camps did not permit either to move- 
farther back, both refrained from commencing a cannonade; the Eng- 
lifh defired nothing more than to keep their battalion unimpaired until 
the arrival of their reinforcement; but for this very reaion the Erench 
ought to have taken all opportunities of dimimfhing their number. Ma¬ 
jor Lawrence now apprehending nothing fo much, as that the enemy 
might fend a large detachment to intercept his reinforcement, determin¬ 
ed if poffible to divert their attention by cannonading their camp; and 
the day in which the trooqs were ordered to march from Kelli Cotah,, 
an eighteen pounder, lent from the city, was mounted about half a mile 
fouth-weft of the French rock, on the bank of the water-courfe that in- 
terfe&s the plain, and early in the morning the 16 th of September, it be¬ 
gan to fire fmartly; every Ihot was feen to ftrike amongft the tents of 
the French battalion, who after having bore the infult patiently for two 
hours, detached their three companies of grenadiers with a large, 
body of their allies, horfe and foot, to attack the party polled with 
the eighteen pounder; upon which motion the Major immediately 
threw a reinforcement into the watercourfe of 250 Europeans, 800 
Sepoys, and three field pieces under the command of captain Charles 
Campbell, who defended it io well that the- enemy were obliged to 
delift from their attempt, and retreat to their camp, not without a con¬ 
siderable lofs; for they had bore for fome time a fmart cannonade from 
five pieces of cannon upon the fouth-weft cavalier of the city, as well 
as from the artillery at the watercourfe. This repulfe, feconded by a< 
continuance of the fire from the 18 pounder, either deterred or diverted: 
them during the reft of the day from giving attention to the reinforce-, 
ment, who having continued, their march without moleftation, joined 
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the camp in the evening. The whole confided of 237 Europeans, 
with the captains Ridge and Calliaud, lately arrived from Europe, and 
300 Sepoys. The junction of thefe troops infpired the army with as 
much joy as the doubtful expe&ation of their arrival had caufed anxiety 
and folicitude j and to retaliate on the enemy the fame marks of exulta¬ 
tion which they had lately employed on a like occafion, the tidings 
were announced to them by a difcharge of all the artillery in the 
camp and city. 

There being now no more reinforcements to expedt, and the vicinity 
of the enemy having greatly augmented the difficulties of getting- provi- 
fions and fuel, major Lawrence, as foon as the troops juft arrived were 
refreffied, determined to bring on a general battle, which if the enemy 
declined he refolved to attack them in their camp. 

The tents and baggage were lent at night to remain under cover of the 
artillery of the city j from whence at the fame time 100 Europeans, all 
who could be fpared from the garrifon, marched out and joined the 
army. Every thing being prepared, major Lawrence quitted the ground 
near the French rock, and at day break, the 2Cth of September, the 
army appeared at the Facquire’s Tope, and remained for fome hours- 
drawn up, offering the enemy battle; but they {hewing, no inclination to 
accept the defiance, the major lent for his tents again, and encamped 
on the fpot on which he was drawn up, refolving to attack their camp' 
the next day: as the fuccefs of this hardy enterprise depended greatly 
on preventing the enemy from entertaining any fufpicion of his inten¬ 
tion, he cannonaded their camp, with an eighteen pounder, at different 
intervals during the reft of the day; hoping to make them believe that, 
he purpofed nothing more than to harrafs and incommode them. At 
night the tents were ftruck, and fent back again towards the city, and the 
whole army was ordered, after taking their reft in the open field, to be 
under arms at four in the morning; 

The enemy’s camp extended on each fide of the fugar-Ioaf' rock; but 
much farther to the weft than to the eaft: mo ft of the Morattoes were 
encamped on the eaft, the French quarters were clofe to the weft of the 
sock, and beyond: thefe the Myforeans extended ahnoft as far as the 
golden rock, occupying the ground for a confidecable way behind the 
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1 7 c?, two rocks. The rear of the camp was covered with thickets and rocky 

' ^ ground. The French had flung up an intrenchment in front of their 
own quarters, and intended to have continued it along the left flank, 
facing the well;; but on this fide had only finifhed a fmall part, feparated 
about 300 yards from the weftern extremity of their intrenchment in 
front, which interval was left open without defences: the Morattoes 
had likewife flung up an intrenchment in their front to the eaft of the 
fu gar-loaf: at the golden rock, which commanded the left flank and the 
front of the ground on which the Myforeans were encamped, the French 
had ftationed an advanced guard of 100 Europeans, two companies of 
Topafies, and 600 Sepoys, with two pieces of cannon, under the com¬ 
mand of a partizan of 1‘ome reputation. Major Lawrence being appriz¬ 
ed'of thefe difpofuions, projected his attack to take the utmoft advan¬ 
tage of them. At the hour appointed (he army quitted the Facquire’s 
Tope, and marched in profound filence towards the golden rock: the bat¬ 
talion confifting of 600 men formed tire van in three equal divifions; 
the firll was compofed of the grenadier company of 100 men com¬ 
manded by captain Kilpatrick, the picket of 40, by captain Calliaud, and 
two platoons, each of 30 men, under the command of captain Charles 
Campbell: the artillery, fix field pieces, with 100 artillery men, were 
divided on the flanks of each divifion: 2000 Sepoys, in two lines, fol¬ 
lowed the Europeans: the Tanjorine cavalry were ordered to extend to 
the eaflrward, and to march even with the Iail line of Sepoys. T. he 
moon had hitherto been very bright; but a hidden cloud now oblcured 
it fp much, that the firft divifion of the battalion came within piftol fhot 
of the golden rock before they were difeoveredj and giving a very 
fmart Are, mounted it in three places at once, whilfl the enemy, 
who lutd barely time to fnatch up tlieir arms, hurried down after mak¬ 
ing one irregular difeharge, and ran away to the camp with fuch preci¬ 
pitation, that they left their two field pieces, ready loaded with grape, 
undifeharged. Animated by this fuccefs, the men called out with one 
voice to be led on to the grand camp, and the major availing himfelf of 
their alacrity, remained no longer at the rock than was necefiary to break 
the carriages of the enemy’s guns, and to form his troops again. Their 
difpofition was now changed, the three diviiions of Europeans were or¬ 
dered 
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dered to march, as near as they could, in one line in front through the 1753* 
camp of the Myforeans, in order to fall at once upon the left Hank of 
the French quarters: the Sepoys were divided on each flank of the bat¬ 
talion, but at fome diftance in the rear. Had the camp, like thofe in 
Europe, been covered with tents, it would have been impoffible to have 
penetrated through it in this order; but in an Indian army none but 
the men' of rank can afford the expence of a tent, and the reft lhelter 
themfelves as they can in cabbins made of mats, fo flight that they may 
be pufhed down by the hand. The Tanjorine cavalry, intermixed with 
match-locks and peons, had halted during the attack of the golden rock, 
on the plain nearly oppofite to the front of the French intrenchment, 
and they were now inftrudted to move dire&ly up to it, in order to create 
what confufion they could with their fire arms and rockets. The bat¬ 
talion received the orders for continuing the march with loud huzza’s, 
and the, whole proceeded with the greateft confidence, as to a victory 
of which they were fure; the drums of the three divitions beating the 
grenadiers march, the gunners with tlieir portfires lighted on the flanks, 
and the Sepoys founding with no little energy all their various inftru- 
ments of military mufic. This did not a little contribute to augment the 
confternation which the fugitives from the rock had fpread amongft the 
Myforeans, who were already taking flight, when the Englifh entered 
their camp. The Europeans marched with fixed bayonets, and recovered 
arms, but the Sepoys kept up a fmart fire upon the fwarms that were 
taking flight on all lides. The French difeovered by the fugitives which 
way the attack would fall, and drew up to oppofe it, facing the well; the 
left of their battalion was behind the finifhed but detached part of tlieir 
intrenchment on this fide; and the reft extended towards the intrench- 
ment they had thrown up in front of their camp; which their line, how¬ 
ever did not reach by i oo yards; but a bank running at this diflance pa¬ 
rallel to that intrenchment, ferved to defend the right flank of their batta¬ 
lion: in this pofition they derived no advantage from that part of their 
works on which they had mod depended. To the left of their battalion 
was a. body of 2000 Sepoys, who inclined to the left, intending to gain 
the flank of the Englifh battalion, and the fame number were designed to 
form their right wing; hut thefe, by ibme miftake, in this feene of hurry 
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and confufion, potted themfelyes on the fugar-loaf rock. The Engliih 
troops advancing were prevented by the interruptions which they met 
with in the Myfore camp from keeping up in a line; fo that the firft di- 
vitton had outmarched the fecond, and the fecond the third; however, 
as foon as they came nigh the enemy, whom they difcovered by the 
portfires of their guns, the hindermoft quickened their pace; but ne- 
verthelefs the whole line was not completely formed before they came 
within twenty yards of the enemy, by which time the Sepoys to the 
right had advanced from the rear, in order to oppofe thofe on the ene¬ 
my’s left: the artillery in the hurry could not keep up with the battalion. 
The French artillery had for fame time fired with great vivacity, but 
moft of the {hot flew too high, and killed feveral of the flying Myfo- 
reans. The a&ion commenced juft as the day began to dawn : Mr. 
Aftruc, with indefatigable aSivity prevailed on his men to wait and re¬ 
ceive the Engliih fire before they gave theirs: amongft thofe who differ¬ 
ed in this onfet was captain Kilpatrick, who commanded the dmfion 
on the right; he fell defperately wounded; upon which captain Calliaud 
put himfelf at the head of the grenadiers, and took the command of the 
whole divifion; the French Sepoys on the left fcarcely flood the firft 
fire of the right wing of the Englifh Sepoys, but took flight: which cap¬ 
tain Calliaud perceiving, he wheeled inftantly round with his divifion, 
and gaining the left flank of the intrenchment, behind which the left 
of the French battalion was pofted, poured in a clofe fire upon them; 
and the grenadiers pufliing on with their bayonets, drove them crowding 
upon their center: the whole line was already falling into confufion, 
when a well-levelled difeharge from the center and lett of the Englifh 
battalion in front compleated the rout, and they ran away in great dif- 
order to gain the other fide of the bank on their right, where Mr. 
Aftruc endeavoured to rally them: but the grenadiers purfuing them 
clofely, renewed the attack with their bayonets, and put them again to 
flight: every man now provided for his own fafety, without any regard 
to order, running towards the golden rock, as this way was the only out¬ 
let not obftrudted; but as foon as they got to fome diftance on the plain 
they difperfed and took various routs. The left wing of the Englifh 
Sepoys had hitherto taken no {hare in the engagement, for by 
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keeping too much to the left of the battalion, they came to the 
out fide of the French intrenehment, on the ground to which the 
Tanj or lues were ordered to advance; however, as foon as they perceived 
the French battalion in confufion, they pufhed on to the fugar-loaf rock, 
and with much refolution attacked and difperfed the body of the ene¬ 
my’s Sepoys pofted there, who from the beginning of the adlion had em¬ 
ployed themfelves in firing random hot indifcriiiunately upon friends and 
foes. The victory was now decided, and the Englifh troops drew up 
on the French parade. A body of Morattoes were the only part of the 
Indian army which made any motions to draw off the attention of the 
Engliih durii^| tlie engagement; they feeing one of the field pieces left 
with a few men at a diftance behind the reft, gallopped up, and cutting 
down the men, got pofleffion of it; but perceiving the battle loll, they 
did not venture to carry it off: neverthelefs they did not immediately 
quit the camp, where they were foon after joined by ieveral other 
bodies of cavalry, encouraged by their example: but the Englifin artil¬ 
lery in a few rounds obliged them to retire again, and they followed 
the reft of the fugitives, who were retreating towards Seringham by the 
pais of Mootachillinoor. It was fome hours before the whole got into 
the iftand, for the throng confifted of 30,000 men of all forts on foot, 
and 16,000 horfe, befides a great number of oxen, camels, and elephants. 
The Tanjorines were ordered to fet out in purluit of the French trortps, 
who were taking flight, difperied on all iides over the plain; but they 
could not be prevailed on to quit the fpoil of the camp, which they were 
very buiy in plundering. 

The tents, baggage, and ammunition of the French camp, together 
with eleven pieces of cannon, one an eighteen pounder, were taken ; 

100 of their battalion were either killed or wounded, and near 1 00 more, 
a’mongft whom was Mr. Aftruc, with ten officers, were made prifoners: 
feveral were afterwards knocked on the head by the people of Tohdi- 
marfis woods, 65 were tak.en ftraggling in the Tanjore country; and a 
detachment of Sepoys, fent out by captain Dalton from the city, brought 
in 2 1 of thofe who were making their way to the ill and by the pafs of 
Chucklypolani: fo that the whole of their lofs was at leaft 300 Euro¬ 
peans, with their beft officer; for fuch undoubtedly was Mr. Aftruc: 
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it might have been much more, had the Tanjorines exerted themfelves 
as they were ordered. OF the Englifli about forty Europeans were killed 
and wounded. 

This* a&ion was decided entirely by the mufket.ry; for the Engliih 
artillery were not brought into the engagement; and the French cannon 
were ill pointed, and irrefolutcly ferved, eve a before the conilict became 
hot and general; after which the event could not remain long an fuf- 
pence between two bodies of men, whole dead fell within zc yards of 
each other. There are- few infhinces of a viclory in which the fagacity 
and fpirit of the general, as well as the relolutiori of the troops, are more 
to be admired. T he French themfelves conFeffed that they had no fuf- 
picion of the intentions to attack them; nor did chance, interfere to fub- 
itradl from the merit of this fuccefs: for major Lawrence, before he 
quitted his camp at the French rock, had predicted mofl of the events 
which concurred to produce it. The Nabob’s ftandard was now planted 
in the enemy’s camp; and the Englifli flag, dtlplayed on the top of the 
fugar-loaf rock, proclaimed the triumph of their arms to the country 
feveral miles round. 

The Tanjorines, elated to excefs, although they had contributed no¬ 
thing more than their appearance in the field to gain the victory, propofed, 
immediately after the battle, to follow the enemy, and befiege them in 
SerIngham; but major Lawrence paying no attention to this rhodomon- 
tade, moved with the army in the evening to lay fiege to WeycOndali. 

This places now a fort, was originally nothing*more than, a pagoda 
and choultry, fitinted at the top of a rock about yo feet high. The 
rock was afterwards inclofed by a j'quare done wall, carried up as high 
as the top of the rock itfeli, and built thick enough to afford a rampart 
about Eve feet in breadth, befidesaflender parapet, which has loop-holes 
to fire through: on the weftern fide is a gateway, of which the top com¬ 
municates with the rampart on either hand: the enemy’s garrifon confid¬ 
ed chiefly of Sepoys. A watercourfe ferved iuftead of a trench to fhelter 
the Engliih* troops; who having cut embrafures through the bank 
about 400 yards from the wall, battered it with two eighteen pounders, 
and at the fame time threw fhells from a mortar and two cohorns. By 
the next evening the wall was beaten down, within i: feet of the ground. 

Early 
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- Early the next morning Tome of thegarrifon endeavoured to make their 1753. 
efcape, through a felly-port on the north, to a large body of horle, 
who were waiting at a di fiance to receive them: thefe fugitives were dis¬ 
covered by fome of the Engliih Sepoys on the right, who immediately 
ran to.prevent any more from, getting out; and at the fame time 600 
other Sepoys, who were under arms in the watercourfe, fetout of their 
own accord, without well knowing what was the matter, and ran di- 
reftly to the breach, regard lei’s of the commands of their officers, who 
allured them that it was not yet practicable; but nothing could hop the 
tumult: they made feveral ineffectual attempts to mount the breach, 
notwithftanding they were warmly fired upon by the enemy from above. 

At length, finding it impra&icable to fueceed this way, they all ran to 
the gate, which fome endeavoured to force, whUJb others fired up, to 
drive the defenders from the ramparts: but this attempt likewife proving 
ineffectual, a refolute EngUihman, ferjeant to a company of Sepoys, 
mounted on the Ihoulders of one of them, and getting hold of fome of 
the carved work of the gateway, clambered up to the top; and thofe 
below handing up to him the colours of his company, he planted them 
fingly on the parapet: here he was foon joined by about 20 of his com¬ 
pany, who followed his example; and whilft fome of thele were en¬ 
gaged with the enemy, others went down on the infrde of the ram¬ 
part, and opened the gate. Thofe without inftantly rufiied in like a 
torrent; which the enemy perceiving, they hurried down from the 
rampart, and ran up the fteps, to gain the choultry and pagoda at the top 
of the rock; but the Engliffi Sepoys followed them, fo clofely, that they 
had not time to make any difpofitions to defend themfelves there before 
they were attacked at the pulh of bayonet: in the firft fury feveral 
were killed; but the reft, about 400, flinging down their arms and call¬ 
ing for quarter, were fpared. 

From Weycondah the army removed, and encamped at the French 
Rock, where they now abounded in as much plenty as they had hitherto 
fuffered diftrefs; for none of the enemy’s parties ventured on the plain, 
and the country people, no longer terrified by the apprehenfion of loijng 
their nofes, brought in provifions in fuch abundance, that rice, which 
three days before was fold at four meafures for the rupee, now fold at 
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fix teen; and at this rate a flock was laid in fufficient to fupply the gar- 
rifoxi for fix months at full allowance. Captain Dalton ieeing this ob¬ 
ject of the general follicitude provided for, and the city in all other re- 
fpefts out of danger, quitted the command of Tritchinopoly, and lome 
time after returned to Europe. 

The approach of the rainy monfoon in the middle of October made 
it neceffary to carry the troops into cantonment: the city itfelf -would 
certainly have afforded them the bell flielter: but the flock of provisions 
laid up for the ufe of the garrifon would foon have been continued by 
the addition of fuch a number of mouths: and as little danger was to 
be apprehended from any attempts which the enemy might make 
during the abfence of the army, provided the garrifon were commonly 
vigilant, major Lawrence preferred to remove to Coiladdy, on the 
frontiers of Tanjore; from whence the wants of the army might con- 
flantly be fupplied, without the neceffity of fatiguing the troops by em¬ 
ploying them to efcort convoys. Pour hundred Sepoys and the tick of 
the battalion, with 150 Europeans, were fent into Tritchinopoly, to aug¬ 
ment the garrifon; a detachment was left to defend Elimiferumj and 
the reft of the Englifh troops marched on the 2: d of O&ober to their 
winter quarters: they were accompanied by the Nabob, with the few 
troops he commanded; but the Tanjorines quitted them; and proceed¬ 
ed to theft’ capital, in order to' be prefent at the celebration of a great fefii- 
vai which falls out at this tittle of the year. It was with' great reluc¬ 
tance that major Lawrence faw them depart, judging from experience, 
that nothing hut the laft neceffity would induce the king to fend them 
back, notvmhftanding that he promifed, with much feeming compla¬ 
cence, that they fhould take the held, and rejoin the Nabob, as loon as 
the monfoon was pall. 

During thefe trantiuftions to the fouth of the Coleroon, the Engliih 
arms had likewife gained fome fuecefTes in the Carnatic. The retreat of 
Moran-row from before Trinomalee inc'rcafed the courage of the gar¬ 
rifon, who fignalizcd themfelves fo much by frequent and vigorous ral¬ 
lies’, that the pretidency of Madrafs determined to fend a reinforcement 
to their abidance; and 50c Sepoys detached from the garrifon of Arcot, 
arrived in the middle of September in fight of the place; but finding ail 
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the avenues blockaded, they concerted meafures with the governor, 17*^3. 
Berkatoola, to favour their junction, by making a general fully, on a ’—•—' 

certain quarter of the enemy’s camp, which the Sepoys promifed to 
attack at the fame time in the rear. This plan was executed with fo 
much vigotir, that notwit It (landing the enemy took the alarm timeenough 
to bring the greateft part of their troops into aft ion, they were entirely 
defeated : the general of the Velore troops being killed on the fpot, and 
Huflan-ally, the commanderof the French Sepoys, taken prifoner mor¬ 
tally wounded. This lofs of their commanders ffcruek the army with 
fo much confternation, that they immediately raifed the fiege. 

In the fame month the prefidency were much alarmed by the at¬ 
tempts of Mahomed Comaul, the moil confiderahle of the adventurers, 
who in thefe times of confufion fet up the ftandard of independency. 

This man commanded a body of horfe at the fiege of Arcot; and after 
the army of Raja-faheb was difperfed by the battle of Covrepauk, kept 
together his own troops, and immediately levied contributions not only 
fufficient to attach them to. his fervice, but alio to engage others to in lift 
under his banner : however, alarmed by the fate of Chunda-faheb at 
Seringham, he judicioufly determined to remove out of the reach of 
danger into the country of Neloor, the north-call part of the Nabob’s 
dominions, not doubting that its diflance both from Arcot and Madrafs . 
would enable him to eflabliih himfclf in thofe diilricls : he fucceeded 
even beyond his expectation, for he found means to furprize the capital 
of Neloor itfelf, from whence he obliged Nazeabuila, the governor, to 
flee to Arcot. The Engl ifh and the Nabob had fo many enemies to 
light, and fo few troops to fend into the field, that they could- fpare 
none to chedc the enter prizes of Mahomed Comaul \ who having en¬ 
joyed the fruits of his fucce fifes without interruption for a year, extended 
his views, and prepared to attack the pagoda of Tripetti. This temple, one 
of the mofl famous in the Decan, is fituated on the top of a mountain*, 
about fifty miles north-?all of Arcot. The feaft of the god to whom it 
is dedicated is annually celebrated in the month of September, and lire 
offerings made by the concourfe of pilgrims who arrive from all parts to 
affifl at it, amount to fo great a turn, that the I! rami ns, befide what they 
referve to themfelves, pay the government an annual revenue of 60,000 
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pagodas, or 24,000 pounds fieriing. This revenue the Nabob afTigned 
over to the Englifh as a reimburfeinent in part of the great expences 
they bad incurred in the war; and as neither the Bramins nor the pil¬ 
grims are follicitous to whom this money is paid, provided the fcaft goes 
on without interruption, it was the intention of Mahomed Comaul to 
get pofTeffion of the pagoda before the feaft began. The prelldency of 
Madrals, alarmed for the fafety of a place in which the company was fo 
much inte relied, lent a detachment of forty Europeans, two companies 
of Sepoys, and three pieces of cannon, with orders to march and defend 
the pagoda: they were to be joined on the road by Nazeabulla, the Na¬ 
bob’s brother, at the head of a large body of troops, but thefe not com¬ 
ing up in time, tire detachment proceeded without them. When ar¬ 
rived nearTripetti they were unexpectedly furrounded by the whole of 
Mahomed Comaufs force, 5-000 men, horfe and foot; the detachment 
had juft time to take fhelter in a neighbouring village, where the enemy 
immediately attacked them, and although conftantly repulfed, they did 
not defift from their attempts before the night let in; when the detach¬ 
ment having loft ieveral of their Europeans, and expended all their amu- 
nition, retreated; the next day they were joined by Nazeabulla Cawn’s 
armv, with whom the day afterwards they proceeded again towards 
Tripetti. Mahomed Comaul met them on the plain, and the a&ion 
began by a cannonade, which having created fome confufion amongft 
the enemy, enfign Holt, who commanded the Englifli detachment, 
marched up with his Europeans and Sepoys to improve the advantage ; 
but before they came near enough to give their fire, a fhot from a wall- 
piece killed enfign Holt. However the men, not di(concerted by this 
accident, pulhed on under the command of their next officer, enfign 
Ogilbyfand attacked the enemy with great vivacity, who were already 
wavering, when a lucky fhot from one of the field pieces killed the ele¬ 
phant of Mahomed Comaul. Elis army feeing the ftandard of their 
general fall to the ground, as ufual took flight, and with fo much pre¬ 
cipitation, that before he had time to mount a horfe, they left him at 
the mercy of his enemies. He was taken prifoner and carried to Na¬ 
zeabulla Cawn, by whole order he was inilantly beheaded. His death 
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removed the mofb dangerous difturber of the Nabob’s government in 
this part of the country, for he was a very brave and active man: there 
were feveral other chiefs of lets* confequence, who were constantly 
making inroads into the di ft rifts of Ponamalee, Chinglapett and Arcot, 
and gave frequent employment to the garrifons of thefe places; but 
they always retreated as foon as they heard that a detachment of Eu¬ 
ropeans was marching again ft them. 

The enemy at Seringham feemed fo little inclinable to take advan¬ 
tage of the abfence of the Engliih troops cantoned at Coiladdy, that 
theylTid not even fend parties on the plain to prevent the country peo¬ 
ple from going daily with proviiions to the market in Tritchinopoly 
where the garrilbn were as well iupplted and lived in as much tranqui¬ 
lity as if both fldes had agreed in form to a ceflation of hoitilities : the 
enemy, however, convinced that the Engliih would never have at¬ 
tempted to attack their camp at the fugar loaf rock if they had not been 
joined by the cavalry of Tanjore, determined to leave no means un¬ 
tried to deprive them of this refource in future. Accordingly the regent 
gave Siicco-gee, the k ing’s minifter and favourite, a fum of money more 
conliderable than the firft bribe, and Mr, Dtipleix lent a letter penned 
in the Malabar language by his wife, in which he threatened the king, 
that if he dared to give the Nabob and the Engliih any more affiftance, 
the Morattoes fhould lay wafle his country with fire and fword, and 
that ir this ihould not be fufKcient to terrify him into a neutrality, Ire 
would bring down the Soubah Salabad-jing, with his whole army, from 
Golconda, The effedtof thefe practices, both on the king and his mi¬ 
nifter, was foon vifible; for Succo-gee taking advantage of the timorous 
and fufpicious character of his mailer, prevailed on him to remove the 
general Monac-gee from the command of the army, by repreferiting 
him as a man in fuch dole connexion with the Engliih, that he might 
probably., from a reliance on their friendfhip, he induced to form projects 
dangerous even to the Ring himfelf j who, alarmed at the fame time by 
the menaces of Dupletx, determined toprei'erve his country by breaking 
the promife he had made to the Nabob and major Lawrence, to fend 
his troops to Coiladdy as fefon as the rains were over. Having brought 
him thus far, the next ftep was to make him join the enemy j this hus¬ 
wife 
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17^3. wile Succo-gce undertook to effeT, and the king it is faid was on the 
s ' ' point of figning the treaty, when a fudden and unexpected e-vent hop¬ 
ped his hand. 

In the beginning of November the'French at Serlngham received a 
reinforcement of too Europeans, 200 Topaffes, and 1000 Sepoys, with 
fome cannon; but inftead of giving anyfigns that they had recovered their 
Spirits by this increafe of their ftrength, they determined to remain quiet 
until major Lawrence ihould be ready to quit Coiladdy, in hopes that 
the garriibn of Triichinopoly would be lulled into fecurity by feeing 
them remain inactive fo long after the arrival of their reinforcement, 
and entertain no ftifpieioft of the defign they were meditating, when the 
time ihould come for carrying it into execution. 

This defign was nothing lei's than to florin the city of Triichinopoly • 
in the night by furprize. The part which the French chofe to make 
the a {fault upon was Dalton’s battery, on the weft fide, near the north- 
weft angle of tire town, the iame indicated by the letter width captain 
Dalton had prevailed on the fpy Be Cattans to write to the French com¬ 
mander Mr. Brcnier; it had formerly been a part of one of the four gate¬ 
ways to this city. The entrance into an Indian fortification is through a 
large and complicated pile of building, projecting in the form of a paral¬ 
lelogram from the main rampart; and if the city has two walls, it projects 
beyond them boththis building confifts of feveral continued terraffes 
•which are of the fame height as the main rampart and communicate 
with it: the inward walls of thefc terraffes form the iides of an intricate 
paffage, about twenty feet broad, which leads by various fhort turnings 
at right angles through the whole pile, to the principal gate that ftands 
in the main rampart: for fomefpace on each hand of Dalton’s battery, 
the interval between the outward and inward wall of the city was much 
broader ■than any where elfe. Captain Dalton when intruded with the 
command of the garrifon, had converted that part of the gateway which 
projected beyond the outward wall into a folid battery, with embra- 
furcs; leaving the part between the two walls as it flood with its wind¬ 
ings and terraffes; an interval was likewife left between the backfide of 
the battery, and the terrafs neareft to it, which lay parallel to each other; 
fo that an enemy who had gained the battery could not get to the ter¬ 
rafs 
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rafs without defending into the interjacent area, and then mount- 175;* 

mg the wall of the terrafs with foaling ladders: the battery, however, v —^—' 

communicated with the rampart of the outward wall of the city, but 
being, as that was, only eighteen feet high, it was commanded by 
the terra des behind it, as well as by the rampart of the inner wall, 
botli of which were thirty feet high. Upon one of the inward cava¬ 
liers, fouth of the gateway, were planted two pieces of cannon, to 
plunge into the battery, and fcour the interval between the two walls, as 
lar as the terralles of the gateway ; and two other pieces mounted in the 
nortn-weft angle of the inward rampart, commanded in like manner 
both the battery and the interval to the north of the terrafies. The 
French w'ere, by De Cattail’s letter, and by defertefs, apprized of 
all thefe particulars, and notwithstanding the many difficulties they 
would have to furmouut in attempting to force their way into the town 
through this part of the fortifications, they preferred it to any other, 
becaufe it was more acceffible from without; for. a rock level 
with the water almoft choaked up the ditch in front of the 
battery. 

O11 the 27 th of November, at night, the greateft part of the enemy’s 
army eroded the river: the Myforeans and Morattoes were diftributed 
in different parties round the city, with orders to approach to the coun- 
tericarp of the ditch, and divert the attention of the garrilon during 
the pi incipal and real attack, which was referved for the French 
troops. Of this body 600 Europeans were appointed to efcalade, 
whilft Mr. Maiffin, the commander, with the reft of the battalion, 

200 men, and a large body of Sepoys, waited at the edge of the 
ditch, ready to follow the firft party' as foon as they fhould get into 
the town. At three in the morning the firft party eroded the rock 
in the ditch, and planting their fealing ladders, all of them mount¬ 
ed the battery without railing the leaft alarm in the garrifon: for 
although the guard appointed for the battery confifted of fifty Se¬ 
poys, with their officers, and fome European gunners, who were all 
prelent and alert when the rounds paiTed at midnight, moft of them 
were now abfent, and they who remained on the battery were faft 
■ftfleep; thefe the French killed with their bayonets, intending not 
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1 ^ 11,’ *° ^ fe unt ^ ^ey were ^red upon: but this refolutxon was immediately 

after fruflrated by an unforefeen accident; for fome of them attempting 
to get to a flight counterwall which lines the backfide of the battery, fell 
into a deep pit, which had been left in the body of the battery itfelf, 
contiguous to that wall; none but the moft tried foldiers can refrain 
from bring upon any unexpected alarm in the night, and upon the 
fcreaming of thofe who were tumbling into the hole-, feveral mufkets 
were dilcharged, The French now concluding that they were difcover- 
ed, imagined they might intimidate the garrifqn bylliewing how far they 
were already fucceisful, and turning two of the twelve pounders upon 
the battery againft the town, difcharged them together with a volley of 
linall arms, their drums beating, and their foldiers fhouting their ufual 
military cry, “ vive le roy Fortunately the main guard, the bar¬ 
racks of the garrifon, and the quarters of the officers were in the north 
part of the town, not more than 400 yards from the battery. Captain 
Kilpatrick, who commanded, remained fo ill of the wounds he had re¬ 
ceived in the laft engagement, that he was unable to remove from his 
hed; lieutenant Harrifon, the next in command, came to him upon the 
alarm to receive his orders, which he gave with the ufual calmnefs that 
diflinguifhed his character on all occafions, directing lieutenant Harrifon. 
to inarch inftantly with the picquet, referve, and the Sepoys who were not 
already polled, to- the place where the attack was made, and to order 
the rell of the garrifon to repair to their refpedtive alarm polls, with in¬ 
junctions not to flir from them upon pain of death. The enemy having 
drawn up their failing ladders into the battery, lent two parties down 
from it into the interval between the two walls : one of thefe parties 
carrying two petards, and conducted by a deierter, entered the palfage 
which led through the terrafies, intending to get into the town by blow¬ 
ing open the gate which Hands in the inward rampart: the other party 
carried the ladders, and were appointed to efcakde ; whiJft the main 
body remained upon the battery, keeping up a conftant fire upon the, 
terrafles, and upon the inward rampart. But by this time the alarm 
was taken, and the cannon from each hand began to fire fmartly into 
the interval between the two walls, and upon the battery. Lieutenant 
Harrifon, with the main guard, was likcwife arrived upon the rampart,. 

from 
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from whence the greateft part of them palled to the terraffes. The 
mufketry of the affailants and defenders were now employed with great 
vivacity againft each other, but with feme uncertainty, having no other 
light to direct their aim except the frequent dailies of fire : notwith¬ 
standing the hurry and confufion, lieutenant Harrifon had the prefence 
of mind to flatten a platoon upon the rampart, diredtly above the 
gate, ordering them to keep a confhmt fire upon the paOage immedi¬ 
ately below, whether they law any thing or not : nothing could be 
more feniible or fortunate than his precaution; for the platoon killed, 
without feeing them, the man who was to apply the firft petard, as 
well as the deierter who conducted him, and.both of them fell within 
ten yards of the gate. Thoie appointed to el'calade, fixed their ladders 
on the fouth fide of the terraffes, and a drummer, followed by an offi¬ 
cer, had already mounted to the top, when a party of Sepoys came 
to this ftation, who killed the drummer, grounded and feized the offi¬ 
cer, and then overturning the fcaling ladders overiet the men who were 
upon them: the ladders broke with the fall, and the affailants called for 
more; but were difappointed; for the reft which had been brought were 
fhattered and rendered ufclefs by the grape-ihot fired from the two pieces 
of cannon planted upon the cavalier: itwasfoon after found that the man 
who was to manage the fecond petard was killed. Thus defeated in all 
their expectations they determined to retreat, and went up to the bat¬ 
tery again, where the whole now refolved to make their efcape ; but 
this for the want of their ladders was no longer practicable, except by 
leaping down eighteen feet perpendicular, either upon the rock or into 
the water. Defperate as this attempt appeared near one hundred made 
the experiment; but what they fuffered deterred the reft from following 
their example, who, in defpair, turned, and recommenced their fire from 
the battery upon the defenders. Lieutenant Harrifon, with the greateft 
part of his Europeans, were affembled upon the terrafs neareft the bat¬ 
tery, and the two bodies, feparated only by an interval of twenty 
feet, kept up a fmart fire upon each other as fall as they could load : 
but the defenders had the advantage of firing under the cover of parapets 
from a lituation twelve feet higher than the enemy upon the battery, 
who were totally expofed from head to foot, and were likewile taken 
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on each flank by two pieces of cannon, as well as by the fire of forne 
parties of Sepoys polled on the main rampart on each hand of the gate¬ 
way. Thus galled, unable to retreat, and finding that refinance ferved 
only to expofe them more, they defillcd from firing, and every man 
endeavoured to Ihelter himfelf as he could; fome in the einbrafures of 
the battery, others behind a cavalier contiguous to it, and the reft in the 
interval between the two walls ; the garrifon, nevertheless, trailing to 
no appearances of fecurity, continued to fire upon all fuch places in which 
they iufpecled them to be concealed. At length the day, long wifhed for 
by both fides, appeared ; when the French, flinging down their arms, 
afked for quarter, which was immediately granted. The officers from 
the rampart ordered them to alfemhle in the interval between the two 
walls, from whence they were conducted, in fmall bodies at a time, by 
a party of Europeans into the city, through the gateway they had ai- 
faulted. Three hundred and fixty Europeans were. thus made prifon- 
ers, of which number fixty-feven were wounded: thirty-feven were 
found killed upon the battery and in the reft of the works : thofe 
■who efcaped by leaping down were taken up by their own troops wait¬ 
ing on. the outfide of the ditch; but the French themfelves con- 
fefled, that of the whole number, which was near one hundred, 
every man was much dilabled ; and fome few were killed. Thus 
ended this afiault, which after expofing the city of Tritchinopoly to 
the greateft rifque it had run during the war, ended by impairing the 
French force more than any other event fince the capture of Seringham: 
neverthelefs we do not find that lieutenant Harrifon received any re- 
compence for his gallant and fenfible conduct in this hazardous and im¬ 
portant fervice: he died fome time after, without being promoted from, 
the rank in which he ierved when he faved the city. 

The firing was heard by the outguards at Coiladdy, where the 
next evening a meflenger arrived from the city, upon which major 
Lawrence immediately detached a party to reinforce the garrifon, and 
prepared to follow with the reft of the army, but heavy rains pre¬ 
vented him from arriving before the 3 d of December, In the mean 
time the enemy on the third night after the afiault crofted the river 
again, with all the Myfore cavalry, eight thoufand men, difinounted, 
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who had promifed the regent to make a more fuccefsful attack upon 
the city; but finding the garrifon alert they retreated without attempt¬ 
ing any thing. 

The king of Tanjore, who, notwithftanding the alliance he was en¬ 
tering into with the French, knew nothing of their intentions to ftorm 
Tritchinopoly, was not a little aftonifhed at the news, and the lofs which, 
they fulfillned in the attempt made him repent that he had fhewn fo 
much inclination to abandon the Nabob and the Englilli: the French 
finding that their misfortune produced a change in the intentions 
which the king had began to entertain in their favour, determined to 
wafte no more time in negociating with him, but prepared to fend a 
party of Morattoes to ravage his country. The king having intelligence 
of their defign fent a body of troops under the command of his uncle' 
Gauderow to Tricatopoly, a fort eighteen miles eaft of Tritchinopoly, 
where they were ordered to remain and punifh the Morattoes: for this 
phrafe, in the vain language of the princes of Indoftan, is lynonimous 
to fighting, and is not feldom made ule of even by thofe who lofe the 
battle. The king making a merit of this refolution to the Nabob, pre¬ 
tended that Gauderow only waited on the frontiers until the whole ar¬ 
my was afTembled, which would then immediately march to rritchi- 
nopoly. Major Lawrence, willing to put the fincerity of this profelfion 
to the left, wrote to the king that his troops would be of little fervice 
whilft they were commanded by fo unexperienced an officer as Gaude- 
row, and defired that Monac-gee might be reinftated in the command, 
of which he was the only man in the kingdom capable. This com¬ 
mendation ferved to confirm thofe lufpicions of the general which 
had been raifed in the king’s mind by the artifices of his minifter; and 
major Lawrence being informed of the alarm which the king had taken 
from his remonftrances in Monac-gec’s favour, refolved to make no far¬ 
ther mention of his name, left the confluences fhould be fatal to 
him; but requefted that the Tanjorine troops might join him without 
delay, even under the command of Gauderow. None however came; 
for the Morattoes having fent a fmail party to amule Gauderow, their 
main body of J 2 oo men penetrated into the kingdom at the end of De¬ 
cember 
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1753. 'cember by another road, and as they had threatened began to lay the 
% ' ’ country wafte with lire and fword. 

This was the firft motion which any of the enemy’s parties had made 
fince the afiault of Tritchinopoly: in the mean, time fevcral convoys 
were eicorted from Tricatopoly to the Engliih camp. 

In the Carnatic .the diftrlcts which acknowledged the Nabob had re¬ 
ceived no moleitation from his enemies fince the defeat of Mahomed 
Comaul at Tripetti, which happened in the month of September. 
The troops which Mr. Dupleix was able -to fend into the field from 
Pondicherry had lately been employed in befieging Palana Cotah, the 
lame-fort which they had refafed to reduce for Morari-row. This place, 
with the circumjacent territory, is the only part in the Carnatic which 
• does not depend on the Nabob of Arcot; it belongs to the Nabob of 
Cudapah. Examples of fuch feque Orations occur in every province of 
the Mogul empire, which amongft the reft of its feudal infti tut ions 
allots to every Nabob a certain revenue arifrng from the product of 
lands, for his private expences: but as the bafis of the Mogul 
government coniifts in regulations which deprive all its officers of any 
pretcnlions to real eftates, and in obliging them to acknowledge that 
they hold nothing by any other title than the favour of the {Sovereign; 
the lands thus allotted to a Nabob are rarely fituated in the province 
governed by himfelf, but are generally chofen in the moft diftant part 
of one of the neighbouring provinces; fo that in this infii union the Mo¬ 
gul’s authority over all Ills officers appears in its utmoft majefiy; fince 
the inhabitants of a province fee the Nabob appointed to rule them, ex¬ 
cluded from the right of appropriating to himfelf any part of the terri¬ 
tory over which his jurifdiflion, not with handing, extends. Hence 
likewife a perpetual fource of difputes is eftablifhed between theJNabobs 
of neighbouring provinces, who never fail to give one another reafon to 
complain of violence committed in th.de fequeftered lands. The Nabob 
of Cudapah applied to the prefidency of Madrafs to affift the governor of 
Palam Cotah, on which they ordered a detachment of thirty Europeans, 
and two hundred Sepoys, to march from Devi Cotah and relieve the place. 
The detachment did not take the field before the enemy had made a 
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practicable breach which they intended to ftorm the next day: but 
lieutenant Frazer having concerted meafures with the governor, contriv¬ 
ed to introduce his party that very night, and the enemy at day-break 
hearing Englifh drums beating in the place, fufpeded what had hap¬ 
pened, and immediately raifed the fiege, 
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* 7 5 3 * tTJHILST thefe events were p ailing in the fcuthern parts of 

V V the Decan, others of great confequence to the interefts of 
the French nation, happened at Golcondah, and in the northern pro¬ 
vinces of the Soubahfhip. 

Notwithftanding the death of Ghazi-o-din Khan, which happened 
m G&ober, 1752, the Morattoe generals, Balagerow and Ragogee Bon- 
fola, continued the war againft Sallabadjing and Mr. Bully, who, as 
m the preceding year, marched weft ward towards the country of 
Balagerow; he, as before, began to burn his own villages, and the 
Morattoe cavalry in feveral fkirmillies, were repulfcd with daughter 
by the French troops and artillery. Thefe lofles' foon induced Bala¬ 
gerow to make propofals of peace, which was concluded about the 
middle of November at Calberga, a coniiderable town and fortrefs 
about 50 miles weft of Bederj Sallabadjing giving up to Balagerow 
feveral diftrids near Brampoor, in exchange for others in the neigh¬ 
bourhood of Aurengabad, which had been given to him by Ghazi-o-' 
dm Khan. As foon as this peace was ratified, Balagerow returned 
with his part of the army to Poni, and Ragogee Bonfola with his to- 
- wards Nagpore, the capital of his eftates, about 350 miles north-eaft 
of Aurengabad, in the middle of the province of Berar. 

Mr. My having brought the Soubah’s affairs to this ftate of ap¬ 
parent tranquility, afked and obtained the province of Condavir, ad¬ 
joining to the territory of Mafulipatnam, of which the French com¬ 
pany were already in poffeffion; but Condavir was far left than the 
exent of his views, and he was meditating much greater requefts, 
when they were interrupted by a renewal of hoftilities with Ragogee 
Bonfola, who refenting that Sallabadjing had not confented to feveral 
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demands, which he preferred when Balagerow was treating, loitered 
on the way until the other Morrattoe, whom he feared, was returned 
to his capital; and then, about three weeks after the reparation, ap¬ 
peared again before Calberga, where the army of Sallabadjing frill 
remained. 

His cavalry, as ufual, ruined the country, intercepted convoys, 
and attacked fuch parties as they could fur prize with fuperior numbers; 
but avoided, as much as poflible, any encounter with the French 
troops: which however they could not always efcape; but were ex- 
pofed feveral times to the French artillery, by which they fufFered 
confiderably. He neverthelefs continued his depredations, and Mr. 
Bufly vviflung, for the fake of his own views, to relieve Sallabad- 
jing from all military operations, adviied him to give Ragogee leveral 
diftrisfrs in the neighbourhood of Berar, who on this ceffion retreated 
to his own country, about three weeks after he had recommenced 
hoftilities. But thefe pacifications produced an effect contrary to that 
which Mr. Bufly had expe&ed from them; for the ceffions made to 
the Morattoes, had deprived many of Sallabadjing’s officers of their 
penfions and employments, and confequently encreafed their averfion 
to the influence which Mr, Bully maintained in his councils. Shana- 
vaze Khan, the firft promoter of this difeontent, no longer appeared 
at the head of the fad ion; but another more dangerous opponent en¬ 
couraged the dilaffeded, and thwarted Mr. Bufly: this was Seid 
Lafkar Khan, the Duan, who under Nizain-al-muluck had held 
the port of captain-general of the Soubah’s army, in which charader 
he likewiie accompanied Nazirjing into the Carnatic, From the opinion 
entertained of his abilities, both as a ftatefman and a foldier, it was 
believed that Nazar-jing would have efcaped his fate, if he had not 
deprived himfelf of the counfels of this officer, by fending him to 
fupprefs fome commotions at Aurengabad, foon after the army retired 
from Pondicherry to Arcot; he was at Aurengabad when Sallabad¬ 
jing and Mr. Buflfy arrived there, in the preceding year; and although 
he detefted, more than any one, the favours which the Soubah con¬ 
ferred upon his European allies, he diffembled his fentiments fo well, 
that Mr. Bufly believing him his friend, had perfuaded Sallabadjing to 
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5 753 * appoint him Duan, or Vizier; but as foon as Seid Lafkar Khan, 

' v * found himfelf well-eftablifhed in this pod, he threw off the ma{k, 
and on all occafions contradicted the inclinations of his prince, when¬ 
ever he thought they were dictated by the influence of Mr. Buffy; 
and now more than ever, when he faw the extent of his demands 
for the French nation. It happened that in the beginning of the year 
J753, a few days after the peace with Ragogee, Mr. Buffy fell dange- 
roully ill at Calbcrga, and although his conftitution furmounted the 
firft attacks of his diffemper, he remained much enfeebled; and his 
phyfician being convinced, that his recovery depended on a total relief 
from thofe continual and anxious occupations, to which Mr. Buffy 
could not refufe himfelf, whilft he remained either in the camp, or 
court of Sallabadjing, he advifed him immediately to retire, and to 
fequefter himfelf from all bufmefs at Mafulipatnaln, until he fhould 
be perfedly recovered. Accordingly, Mr. Buffy departed from the 
camp in January, but left all the French troops and Sepoys with Sal¬ 
labadjing, who foon after his departure proceeded without interrup¬ 
tion to Hyderabad. The officer who now commanded the French 
troops, had neither experience, nor capacity fufficient to penetrate and 
counteract the intrigues of a faction in a Moorifh court; and the Duan 
refolved, during Mr. Buffy’s abfence, to break the union between 
thefe too powerful auxiliaries and his fovereign. This was no 
eafy talk; for Mr. Buffy had perluaded Sallabadjing, a prince deficient 
both in perfonal courage and fagacity, that the French battalion were 
not only the principal fupport of his government againft foreign ene¬ 
mies ; but alio the belt fecurity of his perfon and authority againft 
intefline plots and commotions. The Duan therefore found it ne- 
ceffary to accuftom him by degrees to the abfence of thefe favourite 
troops: it was equally neceflary to prevent them from entertaining 
any fufpicion of this defign, for they were too formidable to be re¬ 
moved abruptly; Mr. Buffy having joined to the battalion of Euro¬ 
peans, a body of 5000 Sepoys, paid by himfelf and aCting entirely 
under his own orders. The Duan therefore negleCled for fome time 
to furnifli the pay of the French army at the ufual periods, pretending 
that feveral conlideruble diftriCls at a diflance from Hyderabad, had 
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failed in the payment of their revenues to the treafury; and when 1733. 
the French officers, as he expected, complained loudly of their own *—>'—' 

diftreffes, he told them that he knew no other method of fatisfying their 
demands, unlefs by fending them to colled the revenues of the 
Soubah from thofe who withheld them : this propofal they very 
readily accepted, expecting, from the cuftom of Indoftan, that they 
fhould receive confiderable prefents, befides the fums which they were 
charged to levy. Still it would have been difficult to Have obtained 
Sallabadjing’s Confent for their departure, had not their own mifcoii- 
dud convinced him that it was neceffary for the peace of the city: 
where, fmee Mr. Bully’s departure, the difeipline to which he had 
accuftomed them was fo much relaxed, that they daily committed 
diforders, for which, the per foils aggrieved, were continually demand¬ 
ing juftice at the gates of the palace. 

As foon as the Duan had thus removed and feparated the greats (1 
part of the French troops, into feveral different parts of the country, 
he invented fome pretext to perfuade Sallabadjing, that it was ne¬ 
ceffary he Ihould return without delay to Aurengabad; and even pre¬ 
vailed upon him, to permit no more than a fmall detachment of their 
European and Sepoys to accompany him. He then intruded the 
governor of Golcondah, to furnifh no pay to thofe who remained in 
the city, and to diftrefs them by every other means, excepting open 
hoflilities; and the fame orders were given in the countries, to which 
the feveral detachments had been fent to colled their arrears. This 
treatment, fo different from what the French had hitherto received, 
he thought would lead them, of their own accord, to alk their dif- 
million from a fervice, in which they fhould find that nothing more 
was to be got. 

Accordingly, the foldiers and Sepoys disappointed of their pay, be¬ 
gan to clamour and defert; but the French officers flood firm to 
their duty, and contributed their own money to appeafe their troops. 

This refource, however, was very inadequate to the neceffity, and the 
danger encreafing every day, they wrote to Mr. Buffy, that his im¬ 
mediate return to Hyderabad, was the only means left to fave the 
national affairs in the Decan. Mr. Buffy, not being yet recovered 
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1753, from his illnefs, hefitated; but was foon after determined by a pe- 

' ■—' remptory letter from Mr. Dupleix, threatening to make him refpon- 

fible for the confequertces of his abfence from the important com¬ 
mand with which the nation had intruded him with fuch unlimited 
confidence. He left Mafulipatnam about the end of June, having 
previoufly fent orders to all the detachments Rationed abroad, to 
he at Hyderabad, about the time that he expected to arrive there 
hinifelf. He arrived the on the 23d of July, and found all his 
troops affembled in the city; they were 500 Europeans and 4000 
Sepoys. This force, and his own prefence, impofed refpeet upon the 
governor, and all the other officers of Sallabadjing’s adminiftration. 
They immediately confented to furnifh fome money in part of the 
arrears, which the Duan had withheld with fo much artifice, and 
Mr. BuiTy out of his own flock, and by his credit with the bankers, 
procured more, which all together was fufficient to appeafe the troops; 
whom, neverthelefs, in the firft days after his arrival, he had with 
much difficulty been able to reftrain from open tumult and violence 
in the city. But although the prefent diftrefs was removed, yet no 
provifion was made for the future; and from the late practices, every 
cbftacle was ftill to be expected from the difpofition of the Duan, 
who, at this very time, refufed to furnifh the pay, and fubfiftance of 
the ftnall detachment which had accompanied Sallabadjing to Au- 
rengabad. Mr. BufTy faw the only remedy; and determined to pro¬ 
ceed with his whole force to that city, as foon as the rains fhould 
ceafe, which, in that part of the Decan, continue from the beginning 
0 f J u ]y to the end of September. The inarch from Golcondah to 
Aurengabad is at lead: 300 miles: neverthelefs, he found means from 
his own refources to make the neceffary preparations, and left Gol¬ 
condah in the'beginning of Oaober. 

Notwithftanding the evil difpofition of Seid I.afkar Khan, and his 
adherents, Mr. BuiTy had fevcral friends, who were men of import¬ 
ance in the court of Aurengabad; Sallabadjing himfelf was at this 
time very muck in debt to his own army, and moreover, in appre- 
henfions of another rupture with Ragogee the Morattoe; lb that the 
boldnefs of Mr. Bu fly's refolution, in marching uncalled for to Au¬ 
rengabad, 
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rengabad, created no little perplexity in the councils of the Soubah, 
and more in the mind of his miniiler, who even deliberated with him- 
iblf, whether he fhould not take refuge in the impregnable fortrefs of 
Doltabad, about eight miles from Aurengabad ; he however judged 
better, and tried negotiation, making many excuies and apologies, prof¬ 
fering to fiirrender the feals of his office, and requelling that Mr. 
Bulky would confer them upon fome other perfon. Mr. Bulky pene¬ 
trated the artifice of this feeming humility, which was pradtifed by 
the Duan, only becaule lie knew that Mr. Bulky would not rifque 
the obloquy and reproach of having moved him from his office, as 
the preparatory means of obtaining the ambitious demands of his own 
nation from Salabadjing. Both therefore were equally willing to 
treat, and an able agent, in whom both had equal confidence, foon 
adjulled the terms of reconciliation. The ceremonials of the firft in¬ 
terviews, both with Seid Lalkar Khan and Salabadjing, were dictated 
by Mr, Bulky, and agreed to by them. 

Every thing being fettled, the French army advanced on the 
23d of November from the ground where they had halted feveral 
days, waiting for the conclufion of the terms of reconciliation. About 
. eight miles from Aurengabad, they were met by Seid Lalkar Khan, 
accompanied by twenty-one other lords of dillinction, all riding in the 
fame line on their elephants, attended by their refpedlive guards and 
retinues, and fur rounded by a great number of i’pedlators. When 
near, the elephant of Seid Lalkar Khan bowed firil; on which all the 
other lords demounted likewife, as did Mr. Bulky, who embraced firft 
Seid Lalkar Khan, and then the other lords. All then mounted again, 
and proceeded in military order towards the Soubah, who waited for 
them, accompanied by a great number of troops, in a tent, pitched 
at fome dillance from this interview. He embraced Mr. Bulky at the 
entrance of the tent, and was faluted by the French artillery. When 
feated within, Mr. Bulky made his offerings, which confilled of feveral 
elephants, fome horfes, and jewels; all his officers likewife prefent- 
ed gold rupees. After which Salabadjing arofe and came out of the 
tent, holding Mr. Bulky by the hand, who affifted him to mount 
his elephant, and then mounted his own, as did all the lords. The 
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1753. from Ills illnefs, hefitated; but was foon after determined by a pe- 
' •—' remptory letter from Mr. Dupleix, threatening to make him reipon- 

fible for the confequences of his abfence from the important com¬ 
mand with which the nation had intruded him with fuch unlimited 
confidence. He left Mafulipatnam about the end of June, having 
previoufly fent orders to all the detachments Rationed abroad, to 
be at Hyderabad, about the time that he expected to arrive there 
himfelf. He arrived the on the 23d of July, and found all his 
troops aQembled in the city; they were 500 Europeans and 4000 
.Sepoys. Tins force, and his own prefence, impofed refpeet upon the 
governor, and all the other officers of Sallabatljlag’s adm'miftration. 
They immediately confented to furniih fome money in part of the 
arrears, which the Duan had withheld with fo much artifice, and 
Mr. Bully out of his own dock, and by his credit with the bankers, 
procured more, which all together was fufficient to appeafe the troops; 
whom, neverthelefs, in the firft days after his arrival, he had with 
much difficulty been able to reftrain from open tumult and violence 
in the city. But although the prefent diflrefs was removed, yet no 
provilion was made for the future; and from the late practices, every 
cbftacle was dill to be expeded from the difpofition of the I)nan, 
who, at this very time, refufed to furniih the pay, and fubddance of 
the fmall detachment which had accompanied Sallabadjing to Au¬ 
rengabad. Mr. Buffy faw the only remedy; and determined to pro¬ 
ceed with his whole force to that city, as foon as the rains fhould 
ceafe, which, in that part of the Decan, continue from the beginning 
of ]uly to the end of September. The march from Golcondah to 
Aurengabad is at lead 300 miles: ncverthelefs, he found means from 
his own refources to make the necelTary preparations, and left Gol¬ 
condah in the'beginning of Oaober. 

Notwithdanding the evil difpofition of Seid Lafkar Khan, and his 
adherents, Mr. Buffy had fevcral friends, who were men of import¬ 
ance m the court of Aurengabad; Sallabadjing himlelf "was at tins 
time very much in debt to his own army, and moreover, in appre- 
henfions of another rupture with Ragogee the Morattoe; fo that the 
boldnefs of Mr. Buffy’s resolution, in marching uncalled for to Au¬ 
rengabad, 
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and more in the mind of his minifter, who even deliberated with him- ' 1 * 

felf, whether he Ihould not take refuge in the impregnable fortrefs of 
Doltabad, about eight miles from Aurengabad ; he however judged 
better, and tried negotiation, making many excufes and apologies, prof¬ 
fering to furrender the feals of his office, and requelling that Mr. 

Bully would confer them upon fome other perfon. Mr, Bully pene¬ 
trated the artifice of this feeming humility, which was pradlifed by 
the Duan, only becaule lie knew that Mr. Buffiy would not rifque 
the obloquy and reproach of having moved him from his office, as 
the preparatory means of obtaining the ambitious demands cf his own 
nation from Salabadjing. Both therefore were equally willing to 
treat, and an able agent, in whom both had equal confidence, foon 
adjulled the terms of reconciliation. The ceremonials of the firft in¬ 
terviews, both with Seid Lallcar Khan and Salabadjing, were dictated 
by Mr. Buffiy, and agreed to by them. 

Every thing being fettled, the French army advanced on the 
23d of November from the ground where they had halted feveral 
days, waiting for the concluficn of the terms of reconciliation. About 
eight miles from Aurengabad, they were met by Seid Lalkar Khan, 
accompanied by twenty-one other lords of dillinction, all riding in the 
fame line on their elephants, attended by their refpedlive guards and 
retinues, and furrounded by a great number of lpedators. When 
near, the elephant of Seid Lalkar Khan bowed firft j on which all the 
other lords difinoimted likewife, as did Mr. Buffiy, who embraced firft 
Seid Lalkar Khan, and then the other lords. All then mounted again, 
and proceeded in military order towards the Soubah, who waited for 
them, accompanied by a great number of troops, in a tent, pitched 
at fome diftance from this interview. He embraced Mr. Buffiy at the 
entrance of the tent, and was faluted by the French artillery. When 
feated within, Mr. Buffiy made his offerings, which confifled of feveral 
elephants, fome horfes, and jewels; all his officers likewife prefent- 
ed gold rupees. After which Salabadjing arofe and came out of the 
tent, holding Mr. Buffiy by the hand, who affifted him to mount 
his elephant, and then mounted his own, as did all the lords. The 
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1 753 * proceffion. was now magnificent and immenfe, confifting of a great 
1 * ' army, all the nobles, and moft of the inhabitants of one of the fir ft 
cities in Indoftan. The pomp, when arrived at the palace, was faluted 
by numerous and repeated difcharges of camion. As foon as the court 
was ranged, Salabadjing made prefents to Mr. Buffy, of the lame kind 
and value as he had juft before received from him, and then difmiffed 
the affembly. Mr. Bully then proceeded to the houfe of Seid Lafkar 
Khan, who confirmed and fwore to the executing the terms which 
Mr. Buffy had infilled upon. They were, that “ the provinces of 
u Muftaphanagur, Elore, Rajamundrum, and Chicacole, fhould be 
“ given for the fupport of the French army ; and that the patents 
« fhould be delivered in three days: that the fums which Jaffa* 
« ali Khan, at that time governor of thofc provinces, might have 
“ collected before Mr. Buffy ftiould be able to fettle the adminiftra- 
“ tion of them, fhould be made good from the Soubah’s treafury, 
“ in cafe Jaffer ali Khan liimfelf fliould delay, or evade the pay- 
“ ment of them: that the French troops ftiould, as before the fepa- 
“ ration, have the guard of the Soubah’s perfon: that lie ftiould 
“ not interfere in any manner in the affairs of the province of Arcot; 
« and that all other affairs in general, fhould be conducted with the 
« concurrence of Mr. Buffy, In return, Mr. Bufly fwore to fup- 
(t port and befriend Seid Lafkar Khan in his office of Duan. The 
patents for the four provinces were prepared without delay, and de¬ 
livered to Mr. Buffy, who fent them immediately to Mr. Moracin, 
the French chief at Mafulipatnam, with inftru&ions to take pof- 
feffiott. 

Thefe acquifitions added to Mafulipatnam, and the province of 
Condavir, made the French mafters of the fea-coaft of Coromandel 
and Orixa, in an uninterrupted line of 6oo miles from. Medapilly to 
the pagoda of Jagernaut. Thefe countries are bounded by a vaft chain 
of mountains, which run nearly irt the fame direction as the fea-coaft, 
and are in moft places about eighty or ninety miles diftant from it, 
although in fome few not more than thirty. They are covered with 
impenetrable forefts of bamboes, and in their whole extent there are 
no more than three or four paffes, which according to Mr. BufTy’s ac¬ 
count, 
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count, may be defended by 100 men againft an army. The pro¬ 
vince of Condavir extends between the river Kriftna and Gondegama, 
which gains the fea at Medapillyj the limits of the other four pro¬ 
vinces are not exactly afcertained ; neverthelcfs it appears that JVlufta- 
phanagar joins to the north of Condavir; that Elore lays to the north- 
well of Multaphanagar ; that Rajamundrum is bounded to the fouth 
by thefe two provinces ; and that Chicacole, much the largeft of the 
four, extends 250 miles from the river Godaveri to the padoga of Jager- 
naut. The revenues of the four provinces were computed at 3, 100,000 
rupees; of Condavir, at 680,000, and the dependencies of Mafulipat- 
11am were fo much improved that they produced this year 507,000 ; in 
all 4,287,000 rupees, equal to more than 535,000 pounds Herling : 
all thefe rents, excepting thofe of Mafulipatnam, and its dependencies, 
which feemed already to have been carried to the height, might be 
greatly improved. So that thefe territories rendered the French mailers 
of the greatell dominion, both in extent and value, that had ever been 
polTelTed in Indoflan by Europeans, not excepting the Portugueze, when 
at the height of their profperity. Nor were commercial advantages want¬ 
ing to enhance the value of thefe acquifitions, for the manufactures of 
cloth proper for the European markets are made in this part of the De¬ 
can, of much better fabric, and at much cheaper rates than in the 
Carnatic : in Rajahmundrum are large forefls of teak trees, and it is 
the only part of the coaft of Coromandel and Orixa that furniHies this 
wood, which is equal in every relpedt to oak; Chicacole abounds in 
rice and other grain, of which great quantities are exported every year to 
the Carnatic. Although it was intended that the French Ihould not 
hold thefe countries, any longer than they maintained the ftipulated 
number of troops in the Soubah’s fervice, yet it is evident that he 
could not have given them an ellablilhment in any part of his domi¬ 
nions, from which it would be fo difficult to expel them, in cafe they 
neglefted to fulfil their obligation : for, defended on one. hand by the 
chain of mountains, and having on the other all the refources of the 
fea open, they might, with a few 'precautions, defy the united force 
of the Decan. 1 his the Duan, Seid Lafkar Khan knew, and dread¬ 
ed fo much, that he. had offered Mr. Duffy a much larger tradt of 
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1753. country, in the inland parts of the Soubahfhip, provided he would 
1 v ' delift from demanding thefe provinces. 

Mr. Buffy paffed the remainder of the year 1757, at Aurengabad, 
employed in regulating the difcipline of his troops, in providing means 
for their pay and fubfiftance, and iniihaklng preparations to aft in con¬ 
cert with the army of Sallabadjmg, againft the Morattoe Ragogee 
Bonfola. 

Upon the death of Ghazi-o-din Khan, the emperor, flamed Schah, 
conferred the office of captain-general of the army upon Schc-abeddin, 
the foil of Ghazi-o-din Khan, although at that time a youth, not 
more than 16 years of age; but a diligent education, and very un¬ 
common natural talents, with the conftant advice of the preceptor of 
his infancy, enabled him to conduct himfelf in this great office, not 
only without folly, or indecifion, but with fo much artifice and bold- 
nefs, as foon convinced all the omrahs of the court, that he was much 
more to be dreaded than defpifed; and indeed, he never rejeaed any 
crime which promoted the end he intended to accomplifti. For feme 
time his uncle Sallabadjing, remained in apprehenfions that he would 
march into the Decan, to revenge his fathers death; but he had at 
that time taken fo great a part in the diftraaed affairs of Delhi, that 
he had neither leifure or opportunity to interfere fo far from the 
capital. We fhall defer to give any account of thefe events, until 
the confequences of them come to affea or induence the Tnglilh 
affairs in another part of Indoftan. 

The Englifli themfelves could not refrain from admiring the fagacity 
of Mr. Dupleix’s condiia, which, by making the war in the Carnatic fub* 
fervient to his views on the northern provinces, had by degrees led his 
nation to the great eftablifhments of which they were now in poffeffion. 
At the fame time they had the fatisfaftion to know that thefe fucceffes 
of their enemies could not be imputed to any defers in their own 
conduit; for fo far from having a force fufficient to make head againft 
the French, in two parts of the country fo diftant from each other as 
Golcondah and Tritchinopoly; their whole force colleded was always 
much inferior to what the French were able to oppofe to them in the 
fouthern parts of the Decan; where nothing but efforts of valour, fcarcely 
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to be paralleled, had carried them through the two wars of Chunda-falteb 
and the Myforeans. It was equally fortunate for the nation, that chance 
lliould have placed during thcle arduous times, a man of much fagacity, 
indefatigable application, and a perfeverance equal to Dupleix’*, at the 
head of the prefidency ; fuch was Mr. Saunders, who came to the 
government a little before the death of Nazir-jingj and, convinced by 
that event of the ambitious fchemes of Mr. Dupleix, determined to 
oppofe them to the utmoft of his ftrength, notwith flan ding he had 
no inftruiftions from the company to engage in hoftilities; and not- 
withftandiog the two nations were at peace in Europe, he* had with 
the fame fpirit continued the war, never dilcouraged by adverfe turns, 
nor dreading the event of defperate attempts-when neceilary to retrieve 
them. The two governors had during the whole courfe of hoftilities 
carried on a fharp and acute controverfy byj letters; and Mr. Dupleix, 
who had even before the event happened, perfuaded himfelf that 
Mr. Bufly would obtain the northern provinces, had towards the end 
of the year 1753, affected to ftiew an inclination to terminate the 
war in the Carnatic ; and in the beginning of the year 1754, con- 
fented to treat in form. When it was agreed that a conference ftiould 
be held in the town of Sadrafs, belonging to the Dutch, on the road 
between Madrafs and Pondicherry. 

The deputies, on the fide of the Englifti, were Mr. Palk and Mr. Van- 
littart: on the French, the father Lavaur, fuperior of the French Jefuits in 
India; Mr. ICirjean, nephew to Mr, Dupleix; and Mr. .Bauflet, a 
member of the council of Pondicherry. They met on the 3d of Janu¬ 
ary; the two governors fuperintending and direfling their proceedings 
by letters, which were no more than twelve hours in coming from. 
Pondicherry, and only fix from Madrafs. The Englifti deputies opened 
the conference by propofing as the bafts of the negociation, that Maho- 
mcd-ally ftiould be acknowledged Nabob of the Carnatic, with the 
fame authority as had ever been poflefled by any former Nabob ; and 
that the king of Tanjore fhould.be guaranteed in the peaceable pofteftlon 
of his kingdom. The French then produced their ideas of a bafts, and 
.the whole of their terms together: their bafts implied the acknowledg¬ 
ment of Salabad-jing as Soubah of the Decan, and the immediate releafe 
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of the French prifoners taken during the war: the Englifh, in return 
for their acquiefcence to thefe two articles, were to be exempted from 
the ground rent of Madrafs, a iinall fine formerly paid to the govern¬ 
ment of Arcot; they were to keep poffeffion of the country of Ponamalee; 
and fome eftablifhment was to be made for Mahomed-all y after his 
difference with the Myforean concerning Tritchinopoly was conciliated. 
It was impoffible to have made propofals more directly oppofite ; for 
by acknowledging Salabad-jing without reftrictions, the French would 
become arbiters of the fate of the Englifh in the Carnatic, as they would 
of the French, if Mahomed-ally was acknowledged: fo that each fide re¬ 
quired of the other to give up every thing before they had well begun 
to treat of any thing. However the bufmefs did not itop, and the French 
deputies produced feven patents, which they called their authorities for 
interfering as they had done, in the affairs of the Mogul government, and 
for making the prefent demands: two of thefe were patents from Mur- 
zafa-jing; one appointing Mr. Dupleix commander in all the coun¬ 
tries from the river Kriftna to the fea ; the other, Chunda-faheb governor 
of the Carnatic : four were from Salabad-jing; two confirming the 
two foregoing; another giving the countries of Arcot and Tritchinopoly 
to Mr. Dupleix after the death of Chunda-faheb ; the other appointing 
Mortiz-ally of Velore lieutenant under Mr. Dupleix in thefe countries : 
the feventh' and laft piece, which the French called the moll authentic, 
was a letter from the great Mogul, confirming all that Salabad-jing had 
done in favour of Mr. Dupleix and his allies. The French deputies 
then afked what titles the Englifh had to produce; who replied that they 
con filled of patents from Nazir-jing, Gazi-c-din Khan, and the Great 
Mogul, appointing Mahomed-ally Nabob of the Carnatic: here again 
was a fiat contradiction, and of fuch a nature as could not be ad- 
j lifted without fending the deputies to Delhi. The French, notwith- 
ftanding, infilled that the titles fhould be examined; and being told 
that the Nabob’s were at Tritchinopoly, defired that they might be im¬ 
mediately fent for; neverthelefs they in the mean time delivered copies 
of their own to be ferutinized by the Englifli deputies. But Mr. Saun¬ 
ders, convinced that this examination would multiply difcufUons, without 
removing any of the fufpicions and objections which prevailed with both 
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fides on the validity of the adverfary’s titles, came clofe-to the point, 
and ordered his deputies to propofe that the Englifh and French fhould 
be put in po Hellion of lands of equal value in fuch different parts of 
the province as might prevent future difputes; that the commerce of 
the two companies in the Carnatic Ihould he eftablifhed on equal terms 
of advantage; that fecurity fhould be given to the Myforeans for fuch 
a fum of money as upon an equitable adjufimcnt of their account might 
appear to be due to them; that a penfion fhould be affigned to Raja-fa- 
heb, the fon of Cliunda-faheb; and that the French prifbners fhould be 
releafed; provided Mr. Dupleix would acknowledge Mahomed-ally Na¬ 
bob of the Carnatic. Thefe propofals left the French fuperior by the 
whole of their poHellions to the northward, which were of much greater 
value than what the Englifh would have been content to take, iubjedt 
to an equality with them in the Carnatic: a moderation which would, 
have been iaconfiftent with the continual fuccefs of the Englifh arms, 
if the expences of the war had not already greatly hurt the commer- 
cial interefts of the Eaft-India company, retrained, by their charter, 
from enlarging their capital. The acknowledgment of Mahomed- 
ally appeared the only difficulty in Mr. Saunders’s propofal; but even 
this might be removed by the Englifh acknowledging Salabad-jing, 
on condition that he would confirm Mahomed-ally in the Nabobfiiip ; 
• and that the French would likewife agree to concur equally with the 
Englifh in fupporting this prince in his government. But Mr. Dupleix 
was lb intoxicated by his connexions viih Salabad-jing, and his no¬ 
tions of his own authority in the Carnatic, that he reje&ed Mr. Saun¬ 
ders s propofal with difdain. It was now no longer poffible to miftake 
his views, or to doubt that he had any other intention than to leave 
the Englifh in poffeffion of a fortieth part of the territories dependant 
on Arcot, on condition that they would tamely fuffer him to keep 
and govern all the reft with abfolute fovereignty. Big with thefe ideas, 
he ordered his deputies to infift ftrenuoufly on the validity of his titles ; 
and whilft they were explaining the various events, which had led 
their nation to the acquifition of fuch important prerogatives, the 
Englifh deputies difcovered that the Mogul’s letter to Mr. Dupleix 
wanted the ufual fignature, which is a fbal engraveil with his name 
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1754, and titles, and ftamped with ink at the head of the patent. They like- 
wife obferved that the feal imprefled on the wax which had fecured 
the cover of the letter, appeared by the date to be thirty-three years 
old, and confequently belonged to a former emperor. Thefe defeats 
naturally gave them many fufpicions, which were much confirmed, 
when, on defiring an explanation from the French deputies, they im¬ 
mediately recalled all their papers, giving for a reafon, that they 
would not fubmit them to any farther examination before the Nabob’s 
patents "were produced. This in reality was no reafon at all; they, 
however, confulted Mr. Duple Lx on the objections made to the Mo¬ 
gul’s letter, who replied, that the piece he had delivered to them was 
only a duplicate, to which the writer in the fecretary’s office at Delhi, 
might have thought it needlefs to affix the feal of fignature, and that 
with the fame negligence the firft feal which came to hand might have 
been taken up by him to feal the cover; but that the original brought 
by the Mogul’s officer deputed from Delhi, had the feal of fignature 
affixed to it, which was dated in the firft year of the reign of the late 
emperor Hamed Schah; and that the letter itfelf was dated in the 
fifth year of his reign, the fame in which it was received. It now . 
became neceflary to examine the original, and* to enquire whether it 
was the cuftom in the fecretarv’s office at Delhi to pay fo little atten¬ 
tion to duplicates: but Mr. Saunders, and the Englilh deputies, 
thought that what they had already fecn and heard was a fufficient 
proof that the copy was a forgery, and concluded the fame of the 
original, and the reft of the French papers: the French deputies never- 
thelefs perfifted to defend the authenticity of them ; and leaft the ab¬ 
rupt manner in which they had withdrawn them from farther examina¬ 
tion ftlould be interpreted as a proof that they themfelves knew their 
pieces could not ftand the teft, they now gave another reafon for this 
part of their conduct, alledging that they had recalled them only for 
fear copies fhould be taken in order to direct Mahomed-ally in making 
out thofe patents he had promifed to produce. This blundering apology 
expofed their caufe more than any remarks which their adverfaries had 
hitherto made; for it was a tacit acknowledgment, that they themfelves 
were convinced of the poffibility of forging patents with fo much dexte¬ 
rity 
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rity that the artifice could not be detected. It might have been afked, 
by what means they arrived at this conviction;, and the Englifh deputies 
might have added, as the natural confequences of this principle laid 
down by their adverfaries, that if Mahomed-ally could avail himfelf of 
fuch arts, Mr. Dupleix might have made ufe of them likewii'e : this 
argument, however, was not produced, either becaufe it did not occur, 
or becaufe it would have exploded the pretenfions arifing from patents 
on both fides: but this the Englifh ought to have wifhed, fince it would 
have reduced the conference to a plan of equality, which would give 
them a right to demand an equal fhare of the countries to the north¬ 
ward, or to infill that the French Ihould relinquish them; after which 
the Englilh might have confented to recede from this demand, on con¬ 
dition that Mr. Dupleix fhould acknowledge Mahomed-ally in the Car¬ 
natic: but arguments have very little influence in treaties, and both 
fides had already made ufe of fuch fharp invectives on the conduct of 
their adverfaries during the war, that it was manifefl neither had any 
hopes of bringing about a reconciliation. Thus the conference broke 
up on the eleventh day after it began, leaving both iides more exafperated 
than ever. 

In the mean while hoftilities did not ceafe. The body of 1200 Mo- 
rattoes, who had flipped by Gauderow, pufhed through the kingdom of 
Tanjore even to the fea-coaft; plundering and burning the villages, 
deftroying the grain, and driving off the cattle : the confiernation and 
mifchief which they fpread through the country, convinced the king of 
his imprudence in having let fo little value on the alliance of the Eng- 
lifh, as well as on the abilities of his general Monac-gee; and with 
the ufual fupplenefs of weak minds when involved in dangerous 
circumfiances, he now ftrenuoufly follicited major Lawrence to 
march to his relief; and reinfiated Monac-gec in the command of 
the army. The violent rains had fwelled the rivers, and rendered the 
roads fo bad, that it was impoflible for the Englifh to march into his 
country; but Monac-gee went in queft ot the enemy without delay, 
at the head of 3000 horfe. The Morattoes, ignorant of the country, 
had imprudently got between two branches of the Caveri near the 
lea, and a fudden flood lvyelled both the channels fo much, that they 
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1753. were inclofcd in an ifland from which they could not get out again 

w ~-' ' before the waters fubiided. Whilft they were waiting'for this at the 

head of the HI and, Monac-gee inarched and encamped to the eaft- 
ward of them, near a pafs which he knew would be fordable fooner 
than any other part of the two arms by which they were enclofed; 
and the. inftant that the waters were fiifficiently fallen, croffed over, 
and coining upon them by furprize, attacked them in the angle of the 
illand, where it was lb narrow that his troops extended from one arm 
to the other in their front. The Morattoes, thus pent up, feeing no 
other means to deape but by cutting their way through the Tanjorines, 
exerted. themfcives with their ufual bravery, augmented by defpair: 
but on the other hand, the Tanjorines were inflamed by the delire of 
revenging the injuries their country had fullered from thefe cruel free¬ 
booters, and Monac-gee, fenlible that the continuance of his mailer’s 
uncertain favour would depend-on the fuccds of this day, animated 
his troops, who loved him, by his own example; fighting in the 
thickeft throng-with the Lit mo ft intrepidity. Valour on both Tides be¬ 
ing thus equal, the fuperiority of numbers decided the viftory : 800 
of the Morattoes were killed, and moft of the reft were wounded and 
taken prifoners. To deter them from invading his country in future, 
Monac-gee ordered all the dead bodies to be hanged upon trees ; and 
all the prifoners, not excepting thofe who were wounded, to be im¬ 
paled alive in fight of the high roads. Having difgraced his victory 
by this cruelty, he returned with the horfes of the fiain in triumph to 
Tanjore. The Englifh hoped that this fuccefs would induce the 
king to lend his troops to join them; and the victorious general ex¬ 
pected that the fervice he had rendered would confirm him in his 
mailer’s favour: but both were difappointed; for the envy of the mi- 
nifter Suceo-gee increafmg with the merit of his rival, he perfuaded the 
king that there was no longer any necefiity to be at the expence of 
keeping his troops in pay, fince the fevere blow which the Morattoes 
had received, would doubtlefs deter them from making another incur- 
Jion into his country. The king therefore, after complimenting Mo¬ 
nac-gee on his luccels, told him there was no farther occafion for his 
fervice, and difbanded his army. 
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The number of French prifoners in Tritchinopoly, obliged major 
Lawrence to augment the garrifon to 300 Europeans, and 1500 Se¬ 
poys; 150 of the battalion likewife remained lick in the hofpital; fb 
that the whole force with which he kept the field was no more than. 
600 Europeans, including the artillery men, and 1800 Sepoys; the 
French battalion, reinforced in December with 200 men, -was now 
equal to the EngHfh, and they had moreover four companies of To- 
paffes, each of too men, diftindb from their battalion; they had" 
alfo 6000 Sepoys, and the Myforeans and Morattoes remained as be¬ 
fore, with little alteration in their numbers. Notwithstanding this 
fuperioriiy, the enemy did not venture to quit the ifland and encamp 
to the fouth of the Gaveri. 

The plain of Tritchinopoly having been fo long the feat of war, 
fcarce a tree was left handing for feveral miles found the city; and the 
Englifh detachments were obliged to march five or fix miles to get fire¬ 
wood. Their provifions came chiefly from the Tarijore country; hut 
the merchants would not venture nearer than Tricatapoly, a fort 
eighteen miles eaft of Tritchinopoly, from whence, when a fufthfient 
quantity was collected, they were efcorted to the camp. What came from 
Tondiman’s country was brought at appointed times to the fkirts of 
his woods, within fix or feven miles of the camp. The detachments 
fent on thefe lervices were feldom lefs than 150 Europeans, and 500 
Sepoys, a force which the enemy’s cavalry, unfupported by Europeans, ’ 
were always afraid to attack; and feven convoys were f'afdy efcorted 
from the beginning of January to the middle of February; at which 
time a convoy was in reaclineft, much larger than any of the former, 
for it coniifled of a great quantity of military ftores, as well as provi¬ 
fions, the carriage of which required no lefs than 3000 oxen: the 
efcort was therefore made ftrotiger than ufual, being compofed of the • 
grenadier company of 100 men, 80 other Europeans, 800 Sepoys, 
and four pieces of cannon; this force, 1 although more than one third 
°f the army, was fcarcely adequate to the convoy; and, what was 
full more unfortunate, the command of the party fell, by the rotation 
of military duty, to an officer of little experience, arid lefs ability: 
however, as the enemy had lately exerted themfelves fo little, little 
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danger was apprehended j and it was imagined that a party of Tan- 
jonne horfe which lay encamped at Cootaparah, five miles north-eaft 
of Elimilerum, would join the efcort upon any emergency: butthefe, 
whether inadvertently, or from a malicious deiign of avoiding the fer- 
vice expected from them, quitted their poll the 12th of February, 
the very day that the efcort marched; which, however, arrived with¬ 
out interruption at Tncatapoly in the evening, from whence they fet 
out with the convoy the next day, and gained Kelli Cotah, where 
they pafied the night: this fort is fituated about five miles to the eaft 
of Cootaparah, and the road between thefe two places lies through 
the fkirts of Tondiraan’s woods. The enemy at Seringham receiving 
intelligence that the party were returning, determined to meet them 
with a fufficient force; 12000 horfe, Morattoes and Myforeans, 6000 
Sepoys, 400 Europeans, with feven pieces of cannon, eroded the 
river in the night, and polled themfelves a little to the eaft of Coota¬ 
parah. The convoy continuing their march at day-break the 15th, 
advanced two miles from Kelli Cotah without any fufpicton of danger;’ 
when they difeovered at a diftance feveral bodies of cavalry moving 
on all lides amongft the thickets and underwood. The commanding 
officer neverthelefs made no change in his difpofition, which happened 
to be the very worft that could have been imagined; for he had dis¬ 
tributed the troops in frnall bodies along each fide of the line of bul¬ 
locks and carts, and even in the front and rear kept no more than a 
fingle platoon. I he Morattoes were commanded by Morari-row and 
Innis Khan, who foon difeovered the weaknefs of this order of march, 
and refolved to take advantage of it without waiting for the French 
troops. On a fudden, all the different bodies of cavalry, which fur- 
rounded the convoy, fet up a fhout in concert, and galloping up at full 
lpeed charged every part of the line almoft in the fame inftant; fome 
pull ling on to tne Intervals which feparated the different platoons, and 
then falling on their flanks, whilft others attacked them in front. 
The onfet was fo hidden and impetuous, that few of the Englifh 
troops had time to give more than a fingle difearge, after which, what 
rehfiance they made,, was all pell-mell, and in confufion, every man 
trufting only to himielf, and refolving to fell his life as dear as poifible* 
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Moft of the Sepoys flung down theit arms and fled at the beginning 1754. 
of the onfet. The bullocks terrified by the tumult, increafed it by 
pufhing on all Tides to get away, foraetimes again ft the enemy, fomc- 
times upon the cfcort. The fight however continued until the Trench 
troops came up, who obliging the Morattoes, much again 11 their will, 
to iheathe their fvvprds, offered quarter, which was accepted: 1 3S 
Ibldiers were made prifoners, and of thefe too were wounded, 50 
were killed on the fpot: of eight officers five were killed, and the 
other three were wounded; amongft them the commanding officer, 
mortally. Lieutenant Revel, the fame who ferved at the defence of 
Arcot, commanded the artillery in this abtion: this brave man feeing 
the day loft, and the enemy on the point of getting poffeffion of the can¬ 
non, fuffered himlelf to be cut down without making refiftance, rather 
than quit the work in which he was employed, of ipiking up one of 
the field pieces. The garrifon of Elimilerum, as foon as^they heard the 
firing, marched to fecure the village of Cootaparah, that the convoy 
might take poft in it: but all was loft before they arrived there. 

This was by far the fevereft blow which the Englifh troops had fuf¬ 
fered during the courfe of the war; it took off one third of the bat¬ 
talion; but what rendered the misfortune irreparable, was the lofs of 
that gallant company of grenadiers, whofe courage on every occalion 
we have feen deciding the victory, and who may be fa-id, without 
exaggeration, to have rendered more fervice than the fame number of 
troops belonging to any nation in any part of the world. The whole 
convoy, provilions, military ftores, and, 7000 pounds in money, fell 
into the enemy’s hands, who returned with their booty and their pri¬ 
foners to the ifland. They foon after fet the Sepoys at liberty, who 
returned to the Englifh camp; and they permitted the two fureiving 
En'glhh officers to depart on their parole, which was taken in the 
name of Saltabadjing. 

The prefidency of Madrafs, as foon as they heard of this misfortune, 
lent a detachment of 180 men, under the command of captain Pigou, 
to Devi Cottah, by fea; and about the fame time hopes were entertained 
of reinforcing the army with a body of cavalry, which had lately arrived 
to Arcot, under the command of Maphuze Khan, the Nabob s elder 
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1754. brother. This man, taken prifoner when his father was killed at the 
battle of Amhour, Was carried by Ghundafaheb to Pondicherry, where 
lie remained until Nazir-jing came into the province, when Mr.Dupleix, 
at the requeft of this prince, releafed him. Oh Nazir-jing’s death he 
feemed inclinable to follow the fortunes of Murzafa-jing, with whom 
he went put of the Carnatic; but after his death retired to Cudapah, 
where he had remained until he took it into his head to come back to 
the Carnatic with 2000 horfe, and as many Feans, to ferve, as he laid, 
the Nabob his brother. He neverthelefs on his arrival at Arcot de¬ 
clared he could proceed no farther without receiving a fum of money to 
fatisfy his troops: this his brother Abdul-wahah promifed to fupply, 
upon which it was expedted that he would march immediately to Trit- 
thinopoiy. The experience of the late di(after convinced major Law- 
fence, that the party at Devi Cottah, was not ftrong enough to march 
to the camp, and dreading to leave the city expofed to another a (fault, 
by moving to join them, he ordered them to wait at Devi Cottah, 
until Maphuze Khan came up, and determined in the mean time to 
maintain his ground on the plain, notwithfkmdmg he had only 400 
Europeans in the field. The fmallnefs of this number rendered it ini- 
pedible to bring provifions from fuch advance as the Tanjore country, 
and indeed the king, not doubting but that the late defeat of the efcoit 
would oblige the Englifh to retire from Tritchinopoly, difeouraged 
his merchants from fupplving them any longer. Tondjman’s coun¬ 
try therefore remained the only refource, a party of 300 Sepoys were 
detached, with orders to collect them in Killanore, a village in the 
woods, about twelve miles from the city. The detachments of Euro¬ 
peans employed to efcort them were not permitted to move farther 
than Eve miles from the camp, at which diftance they halted, and lent 
forward a detachment of-Sepoys, who met the proviiions, eieorted by 
the party of Sepoys from Killanore, at the Hurts of the wood, and 
returned wit* them from thence to the polk where the Europeans were 
halting. In -this ferviee they were much affifted by the activity and 
vigilance of Mahomed Ifibof } an excellent partizan, whole merit 
had railed him from a captain of a company, to be commander in 
<chisf of all the Sepoys in the Englifh ferviee, into which he firft-in- 
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lifted under captain Clive, a little before the battle of Covrepauk: 17 s*j. 

he was a brave and refolute man, but cool and wary in a&ion, and '— vW 

capable of ftratagem ; lie cobitnntly procured intelligence of the 
enemy’s motions, and having a perfed knowledge of the countrv, 
planned the marches of the convoys fo well, that by cooJftantly chang¬ 
ing the roads, and the times of bringing the provilions out of the woods, 
not one of them was intercepted For three months. The enemy, 
however, getting intelligence that the magazines were kept at Killanore, 
feat, in the end of March, a party to attack that place; hut they were 
repulfed by the Sepoys Rationed there. About the fame time the re¬ 
gent detached i ooo horfe, and 1000 Sepoys, with feme pieces of cannon, 
to his own country, which the Morattoe Balagerow had entered, and 
was plundering: but foon after he received a reinforcement of 2000 
Morattoes, under the command of Moran-row's brother, which more 
than compenfated the draught he had made from his army: even 
this reinforcement did not tempt the enemy to quit the iiland, and en¬ 
camp on the plain, although it was evident that this meafure would in¬ 
evitably oblige the Englilli either to retire or bring on a general action. 

I11 the mean time the Englilli camp, although not diftreiTed for pro¬ 
visions, had little hopes of receiving any reinforcements to enable them, 
to ftand their ground if the enemy Ihould take this ftep ; for the de¬ 
tachment at Devi Cottah could not prudently move until they were 
joined by Maphuze Khan, who cavilling with his brother about the pay 
of his troops, had got no farther than Conjeveram, and lhewed no in¬ 
clination to proceed from thence before his demands were fatisfied. 

Major Lawrence therefore, as the only refouree, reprefented to the 
prelidency the neceffity of endeavouring to recover the king of I an- 
jore to the Nabob’s intereft, and Mr. Talk, who had during his for¬ 
mer residence at Tanjorc, made himfelf acceptable to the king, vas 
feat thither agaiu in the middle of April. He now found the king 
difficult of accefs, and more than^ever under the influence of his 
minifter Succo-gee, who was carrying on a treaty with the M\ forean:-, 
and had prevailed on his niafter to imprifbn Monac-gee, under pre¬ 
tence that he had not accounted regularly for the monies which had 
been if]fued for the expenees of the army. The reprdentations made 
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J754. by Mr. Falk, prevented the king from concluding the treaty with the 

** v ' Myforcans, but did not induce him to fend Ills troops £0 Tritchinopoly. 
In thefe circumfb.nces, which the enemy’s generals if indued with 
common fagacity or activity might icon have rendered defperate, it 
was difcovered that the army had for forne time been expofed to the 
danger of treachery from a per ion in whom, by the nature of his office, 
major Lawrence had been obliged to repofe the Utinoft confidence. 

One day in the beginning of April, a Bramin informed the (errant 
of captain ICilpatrick, that as he was walking himfelf that morning 
at the fiver fide, fome of the enemies Colleries eroded the river, and 
gave a parcel to fome Colleries belonging to the Englifh camp, whom 
he heard, although indiftin&ly, faying fomething about a letter, and 
Mahomed Iflbof the commander of the Sepoys; he added, that he 
knew the men who had taken the parcel, and defired affiftance to 
feize them. The Colleries were immediately taken up, and one of 
them, without hefiration, delivered a woollen parcel, containing a 
letter directed to Mahomed Ilfoof, which captain Kilpatrick imme¬ 
diately carried to the major, in whole prefence it was opened, and in¬ 
terpreted by Poniapah, the principal linguilh It was from the regent 
of My fore, fealed' with his teal of fignature, and on the back 
was (lamped the print of a hand, a form equivalent with the Mvfo- 
reans to an oath. The letter defired Mahomed Ifibof, and another of¬ 
ficer of Sepoys, to meet, according to their proinife, fome peribns who 
were to be deputed by the regent, with powers to adjuft the time and 
manner of betraying the city of Tritchinopoly; in reward for which 
fervice the regent promifed, if the plot iueceeded, to give Mahomed 
Ifibof a fum of money equal to 16c,000 pounds fterling, a conftdcr- 
.able command in his army, with fome lands; lie agreed likewife to 
reward, in the manner that Mahomed Iflbof ihould recommend, fuck 
friends as he might employ in the enterprise. On this Mahomed If- 
lbof, the other officer of Sepoys mentioned in the letter, the Bramin 
who gave the information, and the Colleries he had atcufed, were 
imprifoned; and captain Kilpatrick, with captain Caillaud, were 
••appointed to examine them. The Bramin was a writer to the com- 
miffiiry of the army, and had lately been confined upon a fufpicion of 
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having embezzled forae money; he per fi fled in his fiery; but the J754* 

Colleries hi id, that the parcel wa £ find difeovered by them lying on '—'—’ 

fome heps, near the place where Ley were wafhing, and that adding 
one another what it might be, they concluded it was Something be¬ 
longing to a perfon who had walhed there in the morning, or to the 
Braminliimlcli who was then warning very near them: fo they agreed 
not to touch it, and went away; but one, lefs fcrupulous than the red, 
in hopes that it might contain lb me thing of value, returned and took 
it up. Mahomed ItToof, and the other Sepoy officer, declared they 
knew nothing of the matter. Poniapah the linguift interpreted the 
depofitions, and gave it as his opinion, that the Bramin knew more 
of the letter than he had difeovered. The nest day the prifoners were 
examined again, when the Bramin was allured that his life fhould 
be fpared if he would reveal the truth : upon which he declared, that 
the day before he aecuied the Colleries, lie went to Seringham, in 
confequence of a meffage from the regent of Myfore, defiring, to lee 
him; when the regent offered him a reward of toe,000 rupees, if 
he would contrive to make uie of the letter in quefUpn, fo as to pre¬ 
judice Mahomed Iiioof in the minds of the Lnglifh; he added, that 
he undertook the com million partly for the fake of the reward, and 
partly from defire to he revenged on Mahomed ifioof, who had been 
the principal author of his late imprifonment. The Colleries were 
again examined feparately, and agreed, without any variation, in the 
depofition they made the day before ; upon which they, as well as 
Mahomed Iiioof, and the other Sepoy officer, were releafed, and de¬ 
clared innocent. 

However, fufpicions were entertained that the whole truth had not 
been told, and that fome perfon, of much more confequence than an 
infignificant writer, Inch as the Bramin, was at the bottom of this 
daring iniquity: the Bramin was therefore fent back to prifon, and 
remained there feveral days, often urged to dii'cover more ; but flill 
perfifting in his iecond depofition. At length, major Lawrence find¬ 
ing that gentle methods produced nothing, .determined to try the effect 
ol terror, and ordered Poniapah, the linguiil, to* acquaint him, that 
lie mult prepare to die the next morning, unlefs he confefled the whole 
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truth, and iupport it by proofs. The linguift returned and faid, the 
prifoner had now con felled that he had been advifed to go to the king, 
and pro pole the fcheine of the letter by one Gopinrauze, a man who 
refided in Tritchinopoly, and for • erly ferved as an interpreter to the 
hinglilh commandant of the garnubn. Gopinrauze was immediately 
examined ; he laid he knew nothing of the affair, but appeared con¬ 
founded and frightened, upon which Poniapah the linguift faid he was 
certainly guilty. Whi 1ft the examination of Gopinrauze was carried 
on in the camp, the Bramin confined in the city, contrived to fend a 
me Huge to Mahomed Iffoof, cl eft ring to fee him, having fomething of 
importance to communicate. Mahomed Illbof repaired to the pri- 
fon, taking the precaution to carry another perfon with him to be a 
witnefs of the couverfation ; when the prifoner made the following 
declaration. That ferving in tlie commiffary’s department, under 
Peramrauze the principal agent and interpreter to tlie Englifh Com- 
miffary, he had feveral times been fent to Seringham to follicit the re- 
lea fe of his mafter’s family, who had been taken prifoners, when tlie 
convoy coming from Tricatapoly was defeated. After feveral journies 
lie procured their liberty, and a little while afterwards Poniapah pro- 
pofed to him, as he was known in the enemy’s camp, to carry a letter, 
and deliver it either to the king, or fome of his principal officers; the 
Bramin anfwered, that it was a dangerous buftnefs, for which he might 
be hanged ; to which the linguift replied, that he Ihould be able to 
fave him by faying that he employed him as a fpy. The Bramin de- 
ftred time to conftder, and immediately went and confulted his mafter 
•Peramrauze, who advifed him to comply with Poniapali s requeft. 
Poniapah, however, apprehenfive of a diicovery, told him that it was 
not proper to write tlie letter in the Englifh camp, but dire&ed the 
prifoner to write it himlelf when arrived in the enemy’s camp ; 
which mftfu&ion lie obeyed. The letter was addreffed to two princi¬ 
pal officers, defiring they would perluade Lhe regent to write to major 
Lawrence, and requeft him to fend Poniapah to Seringham in order 
to hear fome propofals relating to the difpute with tlie Nabob concern¬ 
ing Tritchinopoly. The next day meffengers from the regent came 
to major Lawrence, by whofe orders Poniapah proceeded to Sering- 
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ham ; the Bramin accompanied him, and was ptefent during his whole 
converlation with the regent: who began by exclaiming again!!: the 
Nabob for his breach of faith, and afked what reafons the Englilh 
could have for fupporting him in it. Poniapah anfwered, that he had 
a {lifted them in defending Fort St. David, when attacked by the 
French in 1748, Poniapah then afked the regent what he had in 
his heart; who replied, that if the Engliih would pay him all the 
expences he had incurred during the war, he would go away ; or if 
they would give him the city, he would pay their expences: or lattly, 
if the Nabob and his whole family, would come and throw them- 
felves at his feet, beg for mercy, and own themfelves beggars, that 
would fatisfy him. Why, laid he, do the Englilh hay here and fpend 
their money to no purpofe ; my expence is no greater than it would 
be if I remained in Myfore. Poniapah replied, that he knew the 
Englilh would give up die city, if their expences were reimburfed; 
for that he had feen a letter to this purport, written by the governor of 
Madrafs, five or fix months ago. The regent faid he was ready to 
make the agreement, but that it mull be kept a fecret from the 
French, for he would not truft them, knowing that they wanted the 
city for themfelves. Poniapah afTured him, that the bufmefs might be 
concluded as foon as Mr. Palk arrived at Tanjore ; and in aniwer to 
queftions made by the regent, he told him, that the Englifli got all 
their provifions from Tomdiman’s country, that there were only pro- 
vinons for two months in the ,city, and likewife revealed ieveral other 
interefting particulars of their condition. The regent ail 11 red him, 
that if the negotiation succeeded, he would give him. a great reward 
m money, a number of villages, and the command of a thouiand 
Bra mins: for Poniapah himlelf was a Bramin. The conference then 
fmifned, and Poniapah, at his return to camp, reported -to the major 
fiich part of it only as could not prejudice himfelf; he like wile or¬ 
dered the Bramin to fay nothing of what he had heard to any one, 
excepting his matter Peramrauze, and to tell him only luch parti¬ 
culars as he himfelf intended to relate to the major. Some time after 
the commiffar/’s bufmefs requiring the Bramin to go to Tanjore, Poni- 
•apah was averfe to his departure. On his return from thence he was 
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confined under a guard of Sepoys, for a deficiency in feme money 
which had been in.trlifted to him ; but Peramrauze promifing to be 
refponfible for him, Mahomed Hoof, after much follieit,lion, releafed 
him: as foon as he came out of his confinement, his mailer lent him 
to Ptmiapah, who told him, that fo much time had been loft by his 
journey to Tanjore, and his confinement after his return, that the le- 
gent, who had heard nothing of the buhnefs lince they went to fic- 
ringham together, mtift imagine they had trified with him; it was 
neceftary therefore, he laid, that the Bramin ftiould go to lire regent 
without delay. The Bramin confenting, Fcniapah gave him inftruc- 
tions how to conduct himfclf; in confluence of which he advifed 
the regent to tvnte to Mr. Palk at t anjoie figuring him to get per- 
miftion for Poniapah to come again to Seringham: he added, that if 
the regent could in the mean time contrive to prevent the Englifti from 
receiving provisions, they muft inevitably retire; that as tlie NeloorSu- 
balidar w r as the only pevfon who knew how to conduct their convoys, 
it was neceftary to get him killed, which might eaffly be effef&ed, fince 
he often went abroad with fmall parties; but as a furer method to re¬ 
move him, the regent ought to write a letter addrefled to him, pretend¬ 
ing that he had promiled to betray the city. 1 he legent wiote the 
letter without hefitation, and delivered it to the Bramin, who returning 
from Seringham, was taken up with the letter concealed in his deaths, 
hy fome of the Engliih troopers: they carried him a prifoner to the 
camp, but without difeovering the letter; he was extricated out of this 
difficulty by Poniapah, who being ordered to examine him, reported 
that he had been to vifit fome relations at Elimiferum. As foon as he 
was releaied, he went to his mailer Peramrauze, and ga"\e him fome 
hints of the bufinefs he had been doing at Seringham. The next daj 
he laid the letter on the Heps by the river fide, and as foon as he law- 
one of the Coll cries take it up, went and gave information to captain 

Kilpatric.Ps fervant. 

Mahomed Iffoof, on hearing this account, went to Peramrauze, and 
afked him, what he knew of the affair. The man threw himfelf at 
his feet, and implored his mercy ; but Mahomed Iffoof immediately 
fecured him, arid returning to the camp, related to major Lawrence 
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what the Bramin had declared, oil which Poniapah was leized and 
imprifoned. 

The Bramin repeated to the court of enquiry, without addition or 
deviation, all he had declared to Mahomed Iffoof: being afked, what 
induced hint to accufe Gopinrauze, he Paid, that when major Lawrence 
had determined to put hint to death, unlefs he diicovered .his accom- 1 
plices, Poniapah, who was ordered to acquaint him of this - refolution, 
advifed him to accufe fomebody, and afked him whether he had 
lately had any converfation with Gopinrauze ; he replied that he had 
met him at the lvoule of Perainrauze, on the evening after his return 
from Seringham, and that they had converted together in private near 
a quarter of an hour, whilft a number of Sepoy officers and other 
perfons were affembled in the houfe, in order to fee the experiments 
of a conjurer, who had been lent for by his roaftcr, to dilcover in. 
what manner the money was loft, for which he, the Bramin, had 
been confined on his return from Tanjore : upon this, Poniapah ad¬ 
vifed him to accufe Gopinrauze, and to ftick to that, that would do. 
Peramrauze was libewife examined, and his evidence coinciding with 
the declaration of the Bramin, in all the points of which the Bramin 
had declared him to have any knowledge, Poniapah was condemned, 
and fome time after blown off from the muzzle of a cannon. He 
confeffed nothing ; his antipathy to Mahomed Iflbof arofe from his 
iealoufy of the influence which this officer had obtained in the camp, 
by which his own importance was much diminilhed. This compli¬ 
cated treachery ffiews to what dangers the affairs of Europeans in 
Indoftan may be expofed, by not having perfons of their own nation 
fufficiently verfed in the languages of India, to ferve inltead of the 
natives as interpreters. 

qq^g regent, m telling Poniapah that tire maintenance of Ins army at 
Seringham had not diftreffed his finances, diffembled the truth ; for his 
expences had been fo great, that he could hardly find money to pay his 
own troops, and had none to fatisfy the demands of the Morattoes. 
This Morari-row perceiving, began to tire of the war, and defirous of 
fome plaufible pretext to break with him, demanded to be paid his 
arrears, which by the account he made out, amounted to a million of 
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rupees ; but the regent having never refufed to fupply him with 
money whenever he demanded it, thought he had already overpaid 
him. This occafioned fome fharp altercations, and Morari-row, as 
the fhorteft way to bring the regent to his terms, took all his Morat- 
toes from Seringham, and encamped with them on the i ith of May 
to the north of the Coleroon, declaring that he would not return be¬ 
fore the money was paid. 

The next day, the 12th of May, a party of 120 Europeans, 500 
Sepoys, and two field pieces, under the command of captain Calliaud^ 
marched from the camp at four in the morning, intending to wait 
about two miles to the fouth of the fugar loaf rock, for a convoy of 
provifions which was ordered to advance out of the woods. The poll: 
in which the party intended to halt, had formerly been one of thole 
refervoirs of water called tanks, which occur fo frequently in the arid 
plains of this country, where that element is procured with fo much 
difficulty. Thefe tanks are generally dug fquare, the fides of fome 
being 500 feet long, and of others not more than 100 j with the earth 
taken out is formed a mound, which enclofes the tank at the difiance 
of forty feet from the margin of the water. The tank in which the 
party intended to take port was, through age and negletf, choaked 
up, but the mound remained. Mahomed Ilfoof riding at fome dis¬ 
tance before the advanced guard, was furprized as he afeended a little 
eminence by the neighing of his horfe, who was immediately an- 
ivvered by the neighing of feveral others; proceeding, neverthelefs, 
to reconnoitre, he dilcovered the French troopers polled behind a bank 
on the other fide of the eminence, who immediately difeharged their 
carbines at him, and then mounted. Captain Calliaud, on. hearing 
the firing, formed Ills party, and rode up to the advanced guard, 
where he met Mahomed IiToof, who told him that the enemy were 
lying in wait to intercept the convoy, and that he believed a body 
of French troops had taken poll in the tank where they themfelves in¬ 
tended to halt; it was 1 immediately determined to attack them. The 
day was jtill beginning to dawn; the troops were formed in one line, 
the Sepoys on the right, and the Europeans on the left; and captain 
Calliaud concluding that the enemy would expect the attack in'front, 
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ordered the Sepoys, under the command of Mahomed Iffoof, to 1754* 

wheel and attack them on the left, whilft he himfelf with the Eu- L "’ ' 

ropeans fell on their right flank. The onfet was vigoroufly made by both 
tlivifions almoft in the fame inftant, and the enemy finding themfclves 
unexpectedly between two fires, abandoned the tank with precipitation; 
the Englilh immediately took poffeffion of it, and a little while after, 
day-light enabled them to difeover that the numbers of the enemy 
Were 250 Europeans, with four field pieces, 1000 Sepoys, and 4000 
My fore horfe, who now divided into two bodies, one on each fide of 
the tank, and began a fmart cannonade, which was anfwered by the 
Englifh field pieces. Major Lawrence was at this time fo much in- 
difpofed, that he had the day before been obliged to go into the 
city; and captain Polier commanded in his abfence, "who no fooncr 
heard the firing than he marched to the relief of the party with the 
reft of the army. The reft of the enemy’s army at the fame time crof- 
fed the Caveri, but the difference of the diftance enabled the Englifh to 
get to the tank ibme time before them: thofe of the enemy who were 
engaged with captain Calliaud’s party, fearful of placing themfclves be¬ 
tween two fires, made no effort to intercept captain Polier’s dmfion ; 
but contented themfelves with cannonading them from the right and 
left as they advanced ; a fhot difabled one of his field pieces, and on 
his arrival at the tank he found that one of thofe with captain Cal- 
liaud had fuffered the fame misfortune ; fome time was fpent in fixing 
thefe guns on fpare carriages, during which the enemy’s main body 
came up, and being joined by the reft of their troops, the whole now 
formed together within cannon fhm to the right of the tank, their 
line extending a great way beyond it towards the city. Their numbers 
were 700 Europeans, fifty dragoons, 5000 Sepoys, and 10,000 horfe, 
of which fortunately none were Morattoes. The Englifli army con- 
lifted of no more than ^60 men in battalion, 1500 Sepoys, and 
eleven troopers. However, encouraged by their officers, the men 
ffiewed no difmay at the fuperiority of the enemy’s force, and prepared 
with great alacrity to fight their way back to the camp. The Euro¬ 
peans defiled firft out of the tank into the plain, marching onward 
in a column, ready on the firft occafion to lace about to the enemy 
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on the right. The Sepoys then followed in a line, which terminating 
in a right angle with the rear of the battalion, extended to the left of 
it. The French battalion relying on the fuperiority of their artillery, 
which were ieven field pieces, did not come near enough to do much 
execution with their mufketry; but their Sepoys moving into the rear 
of the Englifh Sepoys, fired very fmartlv, and killed and wounded 
many of them, as well as fome of the Europeans, among ft whom 
captain Polier received a wound. However, the Englifh troops pro¬ 
ceeded without making a halt, until they took poffeflion of another 
tank, fituated about a mile from that which they had quitted. Juft as 
they had got into this poll:, captain Polier received a fecond wound, 
which difabling him from farther fervice, he gave up the command 
to captain Calliaud. The enemy now feeined determined to let the 
Englifli efcape no farther ; and threatened a general a {fault on tire 
tank, for their Sepoys and cavalry drew up on three fides of it, 
wliilft the French menaced the other. Major Lawrence, although 
very ill, ordered himfelf to be carried to the top of one of the city 
gates, and contemplating from thence the diipofitions of both armies, 
trembled for the fate of his own; but it happened otherwife. The 
three Englifh field pieces were brafs fix pounders, and capable of dil- 
charging a great quantity of grape {hot; and the artillery men, with 
their ufual dexterity and calmnefs, fired them with fueh vivacity and 
good aim as the French battalion advanced, that in a few minutes 
they ftruck down near a hundred men, which execution ftaggering 
the reft, their line halted, irrefolute whether to proceed or retreat: 
captain Calliaud feized this inftant, and fallying with all the Europeans, 
gave them a difcharge of mufketry lb well'levelled, that it immediate¬ 
ly flung them into disorder, and breaking their ranks they ran away in 
great confuficn : their officers endeavoured to rally them, but in vain, 
for they would not ftop before they were out of the reach of cannon 
{hot, and then could not be prevailed upon to return to the attack. 
The Sepoys and Myfore cavalry, who had been hitherto kept at bay 
by the Englifli Sepoys, feeing their European allies retreating, imme¬ 
diately defifted from the engagement, and the whole retreated together , 
by Weycondah to die ill and. The Engliih contented with their 
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fuccefs, which was indeed greater than could have been expedited, did 1754 * 
not purfue, but continued their march quietly to the camp; their 
lofs was feven Europeans killed, and forty-eight, with fix officers out 
of nine, wounded, and i 50 Sepoys were either killed or wounded. 

The enemy fullered much more, having near 200 of their battalion, 
and 300 Sepoys killed or wounded. The convoy which had return¬ 
ed into the woods, receiving information of the enemy’s retreat, let 
out again, and arrived the lame night at the camp, which was in 
fuch want of provilions, that if the enemy had only taken the reio- 
lution of encamping near the ground where they had fought, the 
Englifh army would have been obliged to march away the next day to 
Tanjore. 

The enemy reflecting with much vexation upon their difgrace, 
thought it neceflary to perform fome exploit which might re-eftablilh 
their reputation : but thinking it defperate to attack the Englifh in 
their camp, they determined to wreck their vengeance on the Polygar 
Tondiman, whofe attachment to the Englifh had alone enabled them 
to Hand their ground at Trhchinopoly, fo long after they could get 
no more provifions from the Tanjore country. Accordingly the fe- 
eond night after the engagement, M. Mailfm with all his Europeans, 

7000 Sepoys, and 2000 liorie, marched into the Polygar’s country, 
witkran intention to commit every kind of ravagej but the inhabitants 
alarmed, removed their effects, and drove their cattle into the thickeft 
parts of their woods, where it was impoffible to follow them, and the 
enemy found nothing but empty villages to burn, except at Killanore, 
where after difperfmg the Engliih Sepoys llationcu there, they took 
three or four hundred bags of rice, and an iron gun. Vexed that 
they had with much fatigue been able to do very little mifehief in 
this country, they refolved to fall on the dominions of the king of 
Tanjore, and plundering as they went, appeared before Kelli Cottah, 
which furrendered on the fecond day. 

Major Lawrence not doubting but that the war thus unexpectedly 
carried into his country would convince the king of the neceflity of 
adting again in conjunction with the Engliih, determined to avail him- 
felf of the frit impreflion which thefe hoflilities might make upon 
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1754, his mind, and prepared to march away to Tanjore. The guards at 
' * ' Elimiferum and the other out-polls were drawn off: ] 00 of the bat¬ 
talion were fent into the city to augment the garrifon to 400 Euro¬ 
peans, and the reft of the army fet out the 23d, at two in the morn¬ 
ing, proceeding through Tondiman’s woods. 

Orders at the fame time were fent directing the reinforcement which 
was waiting at Devi Cotah to march and join the army at Tanjore. 
The party which had been fent under the command of lieutenant Fra¬ 
zer to raife the fiege of Pal am Cotah, returned in the month of Janu¬ 
ary to Devi Cotah, from whence another was fent in the month'of 
February to make an meurfion into the di drifts of Chillambrum, 
where tire French had juft collected a very large liarveft of rice : 
this detachment confifted of thirty Europeans, and 200 Sepoys, com¬ 
manded by a volunteer of no experience. They defiroyed and fet fire 
to a great quantity of grain, which they found piled up in flacks in 
the fields; but hearing that the enemy’s principal magazine was at 
Manarcoile, a pagoda, twelve miles fouth-weft from Chillambrum, 
they marched againft the place, and fummoned- the French ferjeant 
who commanded in it. The man perceiving that they had no bat¬ 
tering cannon, anfwered their fummons by a defiance. The Englifh 
officer believing, neverthelefs, that he fhould by the fire of his mufke- 
try alone oblige the garrifon to furrender, remained before the jjflaee, 
making fome very aukward and infufficien't difpofitions to reduce it. 
The French garrifon at Chillambrum apprized of this by the ferjeant, 
marched and came upon them by furprize, and the ferjeant fallying 
at the fame time with too Sepoys, the party was entirely routed, and 
the officer, with nine of his Europeans, were made priibners. The 
detachment, under the command of captain Pigou, arriving foon after 
this at Devi Cotah, deterred the enemy for fome time from committing 
any hoflilities in this part of the country ; but finding at length that 
thefe troops, whilft waiting for orders to march to Tritchinopoly, did 
not venture to make any incurfions into their territories, Mr. Dupleix 
re-affumed his intentions of reducing Palana Cotah ; and in the end of 
April, a party confiding of eight hundred Sepoys and feventy Euro¬ 
peans, wii.ii three pieces of battering cannon, and fome field pieces, 
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appeared before the place; the governor immediately applied for afTift- 
ance to the company’s agent at Devi Cotah: feme time was loti in de¬ 
bating whether the troops intended for the re-in forcemeat of the 
army at Tritchinopoly ought to be expofed on this fervice : but, at 
length, exad intelligence being received of the enemy’s numbers, it 
was concluded that they could run no rifque in attacking them ; and 
they marched, accompanied by five hundred Sepoys. Early the next 
morning they arrived within four miles of Palam Cotah ; when the 
enemy, dhoovering them, immediately fpiked up their heavy cannon, 
blew up and threw into ponds and wells all their ammunition, and 
marched away towards Chillambrum. Five hundred Sepoys were de¬ 
tached with orders to harrais them until the main body fhould come 
up; but they had lb much the ftart, and continued their march with 
fuch precipitation, that the purfuit was vain. Two days after a report 
prevailed that the Morattoes who had entered the kingdom of Tan- 
jore, intended to intercept the Englifh troops in their return to Devi 
Cotah; to prevent which they immediately quitted Palam Cotah. The 
French at Chillambrum hearing of their departure, marched out in 
hopes of gaining fome advantage over them in the retreat; and their 
advanced guard of Sepoys came up before the firfi divifion had eroded 
the Coleroon ; enfign Richard Smith, with the rear guard of three 
hundred Sepoys, was ordered to make head againfb them, and kept 
them at a diftance until the reft had gained the other bank ; but as 
loon as he began to retreat with the rear guard, the enemy, now aug¬ 
mented to the number of one thoufand Sepoys, preiTed hard upon him, 
and the irclhes oi the Coleroon happening to deicend at this time, the 
river was rifen fo much fince the firft divifion began to crofs, that 
it was now icarcely fordable : the rear, however, having no other 
refource, determined to crofs it at all events, and were all the 
while expofed to the enemy’s fire from the thickets which covered 
the bank, by which twenty men were wounded, and fome of the 
> Ihorteft fize w ere drowned in the flream. A few days after his return 
to Devi Cotah, captain Pigou received orders from major Lawrence to 
proceed to Tanjore. 
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The major purfuing his march through the woods, was met the 
day after his departure from Tritchinopoly by the Polygar Tondiman, 
whom he received with the refpeft due to his fidelity and attach¬ 
ment to the Englifh caufe. The fame day like wife came an exprefs 
from the king of Tanjore, fraught with compliments for the refolu- 
tion which the major had taken to come to his afti fiance, and prefiing 
him to liaften his march. Indeed what had juft happened in his 
country rendered the major’s approach every day more and more 
welcome. Prom Kelli Cotali the enemy went to Coiladdy, which 
having taken on the 24th, they immediately cut through the great 
bank, which preventing the waters of the Caveri from running into 
the channel of the Goleroon, may be called tire bulwark of the fer¬ 
tility of the Tanjore country. 

This, therefore, was the greateft mifehief they could do to that 
nation, and ftruck them with fo much confternation, that the king 
thinking it neceflarv to {hew fome appearance of vigour, ordered his 
uncle Gauderow to march with 1 500 horfe to Tricatopoly, and punifh 
the enemy; but this unwary general was furprized the next day by 
an enemy he did not exp eft. The Nabob, during the courfe of the 
war, had made feveral propofals to induce Morari-row to return to 
his own country, hut the exorbitance ol the demands on one fide, 
and the diftrefs for money on the other, had hitherto been infur- 
mountable obftacles to the conclufion of the treaty. "The fame cauies 
having now feparated the IMorattoes from the IVl y lores ns, the Nabob 
entertained hopes that he fhould get rid of this dangeious enemy 
without expence. But Morari-row lay at Pitchandah, brooding 
fchemes, and determined not to depart before he had got a certain 
fum of money from one or other of the contending parties, and per¬ 
haps from both. The march of Gauderow to Tricatopoly, inftantly 
fuggefted to him that a fevere blow ftruck upon thefe troops by the 
Morattoes would infallibly induce the king of Tanjore, already ter¬ 
rified by the incurfions of the French and Myforeans, to furnifh the 
money neceflary to purchafe his retreat; if difappointed in this ex¬ 
pectation, he at leaft would have the fatisfaftion of taking ven¬ 
geance for the fevere blow which the Morattoes had iuftained from 
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Monac-gee In the beginning of the year. Animated by the double 1754* 
motive of intereft and revenge, he croffed the two rivers in the night ' 

with 3000 of his beft troops, who fell at day-break upon Gauderow’s 
party fo furioufly that only 300 with their general efcaped ; the 
reft were all either killed, or taken prifoaers. Two days after this 
defeat, the Englifh arrived at Tanjore, where they were joined by 
the detachment from Devi Cotah, of 150 Europeans, and 500 Sepoys, 
under the command of captain Pigou. Major Lawrence being at this 
time much indifpofed, deputed captain Calliaud to atft in conjunction 
with Mr. Palk in the conferences with the king upon the meafures 
necefi'ary to be taken. 

They found that although the late misfortunes had convinced the 
king of his imprudence in withdrawing his afiiftance from the Eng¬ 
lish, as well as in difplacing Ins general Monac-gee, they had not 
weaned him from his affe&ion to Succo-gee, whole counfels had brought 
fuch diftrefs upon himfelf and his country. Seeking, as irrefolute 
minds generally do, to reconcile incompatibilities, he wanted to em¬ 
ploy the general without removing his mortal enemy the minifter. 
However, finding that the difmiftion of Succo-gee was the only con¬ 
dition on which the Emglifh would accept of his alliance, and hear¬ 
ing at the fame time that they daily expected confiderable re-inforce- 
ments, fuch as might enable them to carry on the war without him, 
he at length confented to banifh Succo-gee from his prefence and coun¬ 
cils, and not only re-inftated Monac-gee in the command of the 
army, but likewife appointed him prime minifter. Mr. Palk and 
captain Calliaud, to fecure the king from a relaple, infilled that the 
difgraced minifter fhould immediately quit the kingdom, and he de¬ 
parted with his family, giving out that he was going to vifit lome 
famous pagoda at a great dtftance, the ufual pretext of fuch great 
men of the Indian religion, who think it necefi'ary to retreat from 
danger, or are obliged to retire from power. This change, fo efien- 
tial to the interefts of the Nabob and the Eail-India company, was 
effected within (even days after the arrival of the army at Tanjore, 
and Monac-gee received his commifiions from the king in ceremony 
on the yth of June, and immediately began to levy new troops to 
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1754. Repair the lofs which the Tanjorine army had lately fifftained; but as' 1 
' * ' it required fome time to collect the recruits, Major Lawrence requeu¬ 
ed the prefidency to haften the jun&ion of Maphuze Khan, and of 
the reinforcements which were arrived at Madrafs from Bombay and 
Europe ; fo that the whole might march from Tanjore to Tritchino¬ 
poly in one body. 

Accordingly a detachment of 400 men in battalion, half Euro¬ 
peans and half Topaflcs, together with 500 Sepoys, marched to join 
Maphuze Khan at Conjeveram, and from thence to proceed with him 
. to Tanjore. This man, as fond of being at the head of a body of 
troops as he was incapable of employing them to any good purpofe, 
Ihewed no inclination to quit the country about Arcot, giving for a 
reafon that Abdnhvahab Khan had failed to advance the money 
necelfary to fatisfy his troops. Under this pretext he moved up and 
down the country, levying contributions from fuch forts and poly- 
gars as "were not ftrong enough to refill: him. At length receiving 
aflurances from the prefidency that they would furnilh him with 
money, provided he would march immediately to the fouthward, he 
Jfet up his flandard at Conjeveram in the month of May; and allured 
them that he would proceed without delay; but Mr. Bupleix, well 
acquainted with his charadter, confounded this reiblution, by ordering 
the garrifon of Gingee, with lbme other troops, to take the field. 
This body although, much inferior to Maphuze Khan’s force, frighten¬ 
ed him fo much that he declared he could not proceed unkfs he 
was- joined by a detachment of Europeans : in the mean time the 
enemy, encouraged by his imbecility, advanced from Gingee, and took 
the fort of Gutramaloor, which lays about 20 miles nearly well from 
Sadrafs, and Bullied by this fuccefs they proceeded to another fort 
Hill nearer to Conjeveram; but enfign Pichard, who had now joined 
Maphuze Khan with a platoon of Europeans, prevailed upon him to 
march againfl the enemy, who on their approach retreated to Outra- 
maloor; enfign Pichard finding Maphuze Khan not a little elated with 
this acknowledgment of his fuperiority, perfuaded him to follow 
them, and attack the fort, Which being in a ruinous condition, a 
general alfault was given, which fucceeded, and the enemy ran away in 
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h panick to Gingee, where they Ihut themfejves up. This fuccefs, 1754, , 

neverthelefs, did not induce Maphuze Khan, to proceed as he had '—•—' 

promifed to Tritehinopoly; but he returned to Conjeveratn with a 
refohitioa not to quit it again until he had received the money he had. 
lb often demanded. Tire prelidency finding he was not to be influ¬ 
enced by any other motive, paid him. 50,000 rupees, and agreed to 
pay as much more after he had eroded the Coleroonj this and the $ 

junction of the large detachment lent to accompany him, left him 
without any farther pretences for delay, and he began his march from 
Conjeveram in the beginning of July. 

Morari-row returning, after the victory he had gained over Gar.de- 
row, to his camp on the other fide of the Coleroon, purfued the reft 
of his fcheme, writing to the Nabob, who was then juft arrived at 
Tanjore, that if he would give him fecuvity for the payment of 
300,000 rupees, he would return to his own country, and never more 
be an enemy either to him, the Englifh, or the Tanjorines. The 
Nabob having no money, applied as the Morattoe had forefeen, to 
the king of Tanjore, who after many meetings confented to furiufii 
it, and the articles were drawn up and figned, ftipulating that 50,000 
rupees fhould be paid as foon as the Morattoes arrived at Volcondah, 

100,000 more when they came to the pafs of the weftern mountains, 
and the remaining 150,000 when they arrived in their own country. 

Whilft this tranfa&ion was carrying on at Tanjore, Morari-row ac¬ 
quainted the regent of Myfore that he was in treaty with the Nabob, 
but offered if the Myforean would pay him the arrears he had fo 
often demanded to return to his affirtance: the regent lent him what 
money he could fpare, about 50,000 rupees, which the Morattoe no 
iboncr received than he marched away with all his troops to Volcon¬ 
dah, and in the beginning of July left the province and went to 
his own country, which lays about 130 miles north-eaft from Arcot. 

Here Morari-row, after he furrendered Tritchinopoly to Nizam-al- 
muluck in 74 , was permitted to eredt a principality, dependant in¬ 
deed on the Soubah of the Decan, but independant of his own nation : 
as all new ftates are conducted with more vigour and attention than 
fuch as have been long eftablilhed, he foon made himfelf ad- 
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mired and refpe&ed by his neighbours, enlifting none of his country*- 
men but fuch as 'were of approved valour, and treating them fo well, 
that they never entertained any thoughts of quitting him: on the con¬ 
trary the whole army feemed as one family j the fpirit of exploit 
which he contrived to keep up amongft them by equitable partitions 
of plunder, rendered them fond of their fatigues, and they never 
complained but when they had nothing to do. The choice he made 
of his officers ftill more difcovered his capacity ; for there was not a 
commander of 100 horfe who was not fit to command the whole; 
notwithstanding which every one was contented in his particular 
ftation, and they all lived in perfed harmony with each other, and in 
perfed obedience to their general. So that this body of troops were, 
without exception, the beft foldiers of native Indians at this time in 
Indoftan. Befides the qualities common to the reft of the Morattoe 
nation, fuch as adivity, ftratagem, great dexterity in the manage- 
meot of their horfes and fabres, they had by their confiids again ft 
Europeans fur mounted in a great degree the terror of fire-arms, al T 
though oppofed to them with the ftcadieft difeipline; and what is 
more extraordinary, were even capable of /landing again.ft the viva¬ 
city of a cannonade from field pieces: although this terrible annoy¬ 
ance, never made ufe of in India before the war we are commemo¬ 
rating, continued to ftrike all other Indian troops with as much 
terror as their anceftors felt when regular mu Ike try was fir ft employed 
againft them. 

Immediately after the departure of the Englifti army, the garrifon 
■of Tritchinopoly received two or three convoys from the woods, upon 
which the enemy crofted the Caveri, and encamped on the plain, 
firft at Chucklypollara, and afterwards to the ibuth of the city, 
changing their camp feveral times, between Elimiferum and the five 
rocks: their patroles conftantly traverfing this line rendered it im- 
poftible for the Sepoys at Killanpre to pafs with any more provifions, 
and the garrifon were obliged to live on their ftock, which with 
iparing management might laft for three months. More than one 
had already elapfed before the treaty with the Morattoes was concluded 
at Tanjore ; after which major Lawrence, anxious to return, prefted 
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V Monac-gee to march. Few of the generals of India have any notion 
of the value of time in military operations, and Monac-gee either 
pretended or found fuch difficulties in recruiting his cavalry, thkt he 
declared he could not be ready before the end of July. Wearied with 
thefe delays, and hoping that fuch a mark of his impatience would 
excite the Tanjorines to follow him, major Lawrence, accompanied 
by the Nabob, marched away with the EngliP a troops from Tanjore on 
the 2rd, and encamped at Atchempettah, a town in the woods be¬ 
longing to the Colleries, about twelve miles wed from Tanjore: five 
days after Monac-gee fet up his ftandard and joined him with the 
Tanjorine army; but he now declared that his troops would be greatly 
diflatisfied if they proceeded any farther before Maphuze Khan with 
the reinforcement that accompanied him came up. The Nabob like- 
wife prefling major Lawrence to wait for thofe troops, he much againfl 
his will conferred, but obliged Monac-gee to colled a quantity of pro- 
vifions diffident to replace what ftiauld be confirmed by the Engiiih 
troops in the field and in Tritchinopoly, during the delay occafioned by 
this refolution. 

At this time a revolution, little expedted by any one in India, hap¬ 
pened in the government of Pondicherry. The directors of the Engiiih 
Eaft India company had in the preceding year, made reprefentations to 
the miniftry of Great Britain, on the hoftilities in which they were in¬ 
volved on the coaft of Coromandel, and follicited the fupport of the 
government either to terminate or carry on a war, which their own re- 
fources were little able to continue againfl: the French company, ftrongly 
fupported by the adminiflration of France. The Britifh miniftry loon 
conceived the neceffity of interfering vigoroufly, to flop the ambitious 
projects of Mr. Dupleix, and began a negotiation with the French mi- 
niflry on the fubjedt. Mr, Duvelaer, a diredtor of the French company, 
together with his brother the count de Lude, who had both of them 
refiged for many years in the Eafl Indies, were deputed from Paris, to 
treat with the miniftry in London, and had frequent conferences with 
.the carl of Holdernefle, at that time one of his majefty’s principal fecre- 
taries of flate, who by much application and frequent enquiries from all 
perlhns capable of giving true information, had gained an ex ten five 
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knowlege of the fabject; however intricate and little understood, Thi 
in milter finding that the French endeavoured as ufual, to gain time 
under the pretence of negotiating, prevailed on the king, to order a 
Squadron of men of-war to be equipped, on board of which a regiment 
was to be embarked for the Eaft Indies. This vigorous refolution 
convinced the French administration, that a perieverance in their 
fchemes of making conqueits, and obtaining dominions in Indollan, 
would foon involve the two nations in a general war; for which France 
was in no wife prepared : and they confentecl that the difputes of the 
two companies Should be adjusted by commifiaries in India, on a foot¬ 
ing of equality; without any regard to the advantages which either the 
one or the other might be in poiTeffion of, at the time when the treaty 
Should be concluded. It now remained only to choole fuch commifia¬ 
ries, as would implicitly fulfil thefe intentions, and the French them- 
felves, were lb fully convinced that Mr. Dupleix, was not a man fit 
to be trufied with a commission, which contradioed io Strongly 
every part of his conduct fince the beginning of the war of Coro¬ 
mandel, that they forefaw the ’English ministry would iulped the 
good faith of every pacific profeflion they had lately made, if they 
Should offer to nominate Mr. Dupleix-a commifiary to adjullthe terms 
of peace. Having therefore no alternative, they of their own accord, 
and without any application from the English ministry, took the refo¬ 
lution of removing him from the government of Pondicherry; and ap¬ 
pointed Mr. Godeheu, a diredor of the French company, their commif- 
fary to negociate the peace, and at the fame time commander general, 
with abiblute authority over all their Settlements in the Eaft Indies. The 
English company empowered Mr. Saunders, and fomeother members of 
the council of Madrafs, to treat with Mr, Godeheu. 

On the i ft of Auguft, Mr. Dupleix received advice of thefe refuta¬ 
tions, and the next day, a Ship anchored at Pondicherry with Mr. 
Godeheu on board. He landed immediately, proclaimed his commif- 
fion, and took upon him the administration of the government; which 
Mr. Dupleix refigned to him with the fame affedationof compofure and 
Serenity, that he had always Shewn on every other difappointment or re- 
verfe of fortune. By this reafonable conduit, he preferved himfelf from 
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anfignominy which was ready to be exerciied upon him, in cate he had 
proved refractory, for Mr. Godeheu was furnifhed with one of thofe 
orders figned by the king, which fuperfedes all forms of the French laws 
and jurifprudence, by declaring the perion againfl; whom it is directed a 
criminal of fiate, and renders all other perfons guilty of high treafon, 
who reftife to affift in carrying the mandate into execution. His fncceilor 
Mr. Godeheu not having occafion to make ufe of this extremity of his 
power, treated him with much refpedt, and even permitted him to con¬ 
tinue the exhibition of thole marks of Moorifh dignity, which both Mur- 
zafa-jing, and Salabad-jing, had permitted him to difplay, when 
they appointed him Nabob of the Carnatic. Thefe were of various 
flags and enfigns, various inftruments of military mufic, particular orna¬ 
ments for his palankeen, a Moorifh drefs diftinguilhedUkewife with orna¬ 
ments peculiar to the Nabobfhip ; and in this equipage, he went with 
great folemnity to dine with Mr. Godeheu on the Haft of St. Louis. 

Mr. Godeheu immediately on his arrival acquainted Mr. Saunders of 
the intentions for which he was lent to India ; and as a proof of his 
earneftnefs to aceomplifh them, fent back to Madrafs the company of 
Swifs foldiers which Mr. Dupleix had made prifoners as they were going 
in Maffoolas from Madrafs to Fort St. David in the beginning of the 
preceding year. The two governors entered into a correfpondenee, 
and both feemed defirous of agreeing to a fufpenfion of arms, but un¬ 
til it fhotiid be concluded they feemed attentive to lofe no advantage 
which might be gained in the field. 

The orders fent to haften Maphuze Khan found him after .many un- 
necelTary delays juid arrived at Fort St. David, with no inclination to pro¬ 
ceed any farther. This indeed now fcarcely depended on his own 
choice, for his troops, grown refra&ory from their conviction of his in¬ 
capacity, rfefufed to march be!ore they received more money ; not¬ 
withstanding the prefidency had paid 50,000 rupees when they let out, 
and the remaining 50,000 was not due before they eroded the Cole- 
roon ; but major Lawrence having no expectation of eficntial fer- 
vice from fiich troops with fuch a commander, thought it imneceflury to 
wafte either more time or money to procure their a Alliance, and ordered 
the detachment of Europeans to leave them behind. On the j 4th 
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ot Auguft the detachment arrived at Atchempettah, and the next day 
the whole army was reviewed in prefence of the Nabob and Monac-gce. 
i lie Englifli troops coniifted of i 200 men in battalion, part of them 
Topafl.es.;, with 3000 Sepoys, and 14 field pieces: the Tanjorines were- 
2-,oo cavalry, and 3000 infantry moflly armed with mufkets, and 
they had with them foine pieces of cannon: the Nabob had only his 
guard ot fitty hdrfe* On the 16th the army marched and encamped 
at Natai-pettah, a village in the woods, fix miles to the eaft of Elimi¬ 
ferum, and proceeding the next day, entered the plain about a mile to 
the iouth-eaft of this place, intending to pafs between the fugar loaf 
and the French rocks. The enemy, informed by fcouts of their 
approach, marched irom their camp at the five rocks to oppole their 
pall age. 

A deep watercourfe, ftipplied from the Caveri to the eaftward of 
Chuck ly-pollara, interledfs the plain nearly at an equal diftance be¬ 
tween the French rock and Elimiferum, and {hikes to the fouth of 
tlie iugar loaf rock; a large bank ran along tliat fide of the water¬ 
courfe which was neareft to the enemy, who by taking pofleflion of 
this bank might have obliged major Lawrence either to have altered 
the cdurfe of his march, or to have engaged them under a very great 
diladvantage: but their commander, Mr. Maiffin, for reafons not pub- 
lick ly avowed, negfe&ed to avail himfelf of this advantage. The 
Englilh army advancing clofe by Elimiferum in a dirbdt line from 
thence to the city, perceived and -were furprized at this negledl:; and 
major Lawrence immediately ordered the advanced guard, confining 
of 400 Sepoys, and too Europeans with two field pieces, to proceed 
briikly and feeure that part of the bank and watercourfe over which he 
intended to march. As they approached the enemy cannonaded them, 
but did nothing more; and the whole army foon after crofled the bank 
without interruption; after which they halted and formed in two lines, 
extending obliquely between the fugar loaf and the French rocks 
from the watercourfe towards the city. The firft line was compofed 
entirely of the Englilh troops ; the battalion with the field pieces in 
the center, and the Sepoys on each wing : in the fecond line was the 
h a gg a g c » accompanied by the Tanjorine cavalry and Peons, with the 
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fear guard of too Europeans, and 400 Sepoys: in this order they 1754* 
•waited for the enemy, who were drawn up in a line parallel to them, 
at about the diftance of a mile: their battalion having been re-inforced 
the night before with 200 men, confided of 900 Europeans, and 
400 Topaffes, who with their Sepoys were on the right near the fugar- 
loaf rod;: the Myfore cavalry, about 10,000, extended fo far to the 
left, that many of them were drawn Up to the we ft ward of the city: 
as their line approached the French advanced three field pieces, which 
cannonaded the left of the Engliffi line, but were foon filenced by a 
fuperior fire; however, the enemy continued to advance until they 
came within cannon Ihot, when they were fired upon from ten pieces 
of cannon, which they anfwered with eight. The Engliffi fire was 
much hotter and better directed that! the enemy’s, and.in a few rounds 
ftruck down more than fifty of the French battalion j upon which 
the whole went fuddenly to the right about, and marched away to¬ 
wards their camp at the five rocks, in the fame order as they had ad¬ 
vanced. Major Lawrence preparing to follow them received intelli¬ 
gence that his convoy was expofed to a danger which demanded his 
whole attention: the rear guard by fome miftake quitted their ftation 
during the cannonade, and formed upon the right of the fir ft line, and 
Monac-gee likewise quitted the convoy, and drew up the Tanjorind 
cavalry in a feparate body at a diftance, in order to prevent the Myfo¬ 
re an s from falling upon the right flank of the arm'y arid baggage. Hi- 
dernaig, the heft officer of the Myforeans, happened to be in this part of 
the plain, and feeing the baggage left without protection, ordered fome 
of his troops to amuie the Tanjorines in front, whilft he himfelf with 
another body galloped round the French rock, and fell upon the rear 
of the convoy, amongft which they created no fmaU confufion, and 
ieized thirty-five carts, fome of them laden with arms and ammunition, 
and others with baggage belonging to the Englith officers* Major 
Lawrence, as foon as he difeovered the miftakes which had given rile 
to this diforder, dire Ted the rear guard to march back to their ftation ; 
but before they arrived the enemy were gone off with their booty to¬ 
wards Chuckly-pollam. A party of 500 Topafles and Sepoys, with 
two guns, had crofted the Caveri, and were advancing at this time from 
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17 54. Seringham to take poffeffion of the French rock, which being perceived 
by captain Kilpatrick, he fallied with a part of hisgarrifon, and cannon¬ 
aded them fo brifkly that they retreated in great confufion to the ifland. 
Some time was fpent in re-afiembling the fcattered bullocks and coolies; 
after which the army continued their march, and encamped near the 
walls to the foulh of the city. Eight Europeans were killed by the 
cannonade, and amongft them captain Pigou, an officer of promiling 
hopes, whofe death was much lamented; near too of the French ba- 
talion were killed and wounded ; but the irrefolution and faintnefs of 
their behaviour this day was not imputed fo much to want of courage, 
as to orders, which it was fuppofed their commander Mr. Maffin had 
received, .to avoid a general engagement. 

The Bock of provifions brought with the army were depofited in 
the city for the ufe of the garriion, and major Lawrence determined to 
get fupplies for his camp as ufual from Tanjore and Tondiman’s coun¬ 
try; but as it was neceffiiry to drive the enemy from the plain before this 
could be effected with facility, he moved on the 2cth of Auguft to the 
Facquire’s Tope, hoping to provoke them to fight. This motion pro¬ 
duced a different but a better effedl, for at noon they fet fire to their 
camp, and retreated to Moota Chellinoor, op polite to the head of the 
ill and. In the evening Monac-gee, with the Tanjorines, invefted Eli- 
miferum, where the enemy had a guard of 150 Sepoys, and thirteen 
Europeans, with one piece of cannon; which alter very little refinance 
furrendered on the 226 ; and agarrilbn of -00 Engliih Sepoys, with a 
few artillery men were left to fecure it. 

Major Lawrence finding that the enemy ihewed no inclination to quit 
Moota Chellinoor, marched from the Facquire’s Tope on the 1 ft of Sep¬ 
tember, and encamped nearer to them, to the north-weft of Warriore 
pagodas. They had made an inundation on each flank of their camp ; 
the Caveri was in their rear; and they had flung up works and mount¬ 
ed cannon to defend their front, which was accefhble only by one road 
leading through rice fields covered with water. Notwithstanding the 
advantages of this fituation, they had not courage to continue in it; 
but lufpedling that the Engliih intended to attack them, they eroded the 
river in the night, and retreated to Seringham. The Engliih took pof- 
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ferfion of the poft they had abandoned, and finding that they had done i? 44. 

.much mifchief £0 the watercourles which from this place fupply the ’— 

ditches and refervoirs of Tritchinopoly, they employed fome days in 
repairing them'; after 'which major Lawrence, in compliance with a 
promife he had made to the king of Tanjore, detached Monrtc-gee with " 
the Tanjorine troops, accompanied by a party of 220 Europeans, 600 
Sepoys, and two field pieces, under the command of captain Joiepfi 
Smith, to Coiladdy, in order to protect the coolies employed there in 
repairing the great bank which the enemy had ruined in the month 
of May. The rainy feafon being now fet in, the reft of the Englifh 
battalion and Sepoys went into cantonments in Warriore pagodas, on 
the 13 th of September. 

At this time a fquadron, under the command of admiral Watfon, 
confuting of three ftiips, of 66, 50, and 20 guns, with a (loop, as 
alfo feveral of the company’s {hips, arrived on the coaft, having on¬ 
board the 49m regiment of 700 men, under the command of colonel 
Adlereorn, with 40 of the king’s artillery men, and 200 recruits 
for the company’s troops. The French likewife had received during 
this feafon, 1 200 men, of which number 600 were a body of huftars, 
under the command of Fitfcher, a partizan of fome reputation; but the 
reft were only raw recruits: fo that both Tides now were able to bring 
into the field an equal force of about 2000 Europeans; but the Englifh 
troops were in quality fo much fuperior to the French, that if this long . 
arid bbftinately contefted war had now refted on the decifion of the 
fword, there is no doubt but that the French would foon have been 
reduced to afltfor peace on much lefs advantageous terms than the pre- 
lidency of Madrafs were obliged to accede to, in obedience to the or¬ 
ders they now received from Europe. ‘Mr. Godeheu himielf was fen- 
fible of this difparity, and dreading at the fame time the advantages 
which the Englifh might derive from their fquadron, he {hewed a 
moderation in his propofals fufficient to induce Mr. Saunders to agree 
to a fufpenfion of arms, before the terms of the treaty were adjufted. 

The allies on both Tides were included in this fufpenfion, which was 
proclaimed at Madrafs, Pondicherry, Tritchinopoly, and in all other 
places on the coaft of Coromandel, where the Englifli and French had 
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troops, on tire i ith of October ; from this day it was to continue un¬ 
til the t : th of January. As foon as it was proclaimed, major Lawrence, 
who now received a cpinmiflion appointing him to the rank of lieute¬ 
nant colonel in the king’s fervice, quitted Tritchinopoly and came to 
Mndrafs, where he was prefented by the prefident, in the name of the 
company, with a fword enriched with diamonds, as a token of their 
acknowledgment of his military fervices. Thefe diftin&ions, however, 
■did not countervail his fenfe of the negledt which had been fh ewn 
him, by lending colonel Adlercron, an officer of fuperior rank, to 
command the Engliffi troops in India. 

The two armies at Tritchinopoly, whilft remaining in expectation of 
the fufpenfion of arms, had attempted nothing decifive again!! each 
other fince the French retreated to the illand. 'The French indeed de¬ 
tached a ftrong party to cannonade the workmen repairing the great 
bank at Coiladdy; and thefe troops appeared feveral times m fight of 
eaptain Smith’s detachment, but were by the vigilance of this officer 
prevented from giving any interruption to die work: fome other parties 
likewife molefted the coolies repairing the watercouries at Moota Chel- 
linoor, but they defined as foon Mahomed Iffoof, with fix com¬ 
panies of Sepoys were flat ion ed there. In other parts of the pro¬ 
vince very few difturbances had happened iince Maphuze Khan had 
marched from Conjeveram to Fort St. David, where he ftill remained. 
The Phoufdar of Velore, foon after he releafed captain Smith in April, 
made overtures, offering to acknowledge Mahomed-ally; upon which 
the prcfidency of Madrafs gave him in writing a promife of their pro¬ 
tection fo long as he conformed to the allegiance due from him to the 
Nabob ; and Abdul-wahab the Nabob’s brother, made a treaty with- 
him on the fame condition. 

In the beginning of the year 1754, Sallabad-jmg accompanied by 
Mr. Bufly and the French troops took the field to oppofe the Morat- 
toe Ragogee Bonfola, who as he had threatened, had began to ravage 
the north-eaftem parts of the Soubahfhip. No details of this cam¬ 
paign, any more than of the others in which Mr. Bufly has aCled, 
are hitherto publiffied, and all we know from more private commu¬ 
nication is that the army of Sallabad-jing and his allies advanced as 
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far as Nagpore the capital of Ragogee, near which, after many fkirmi flies, 
a peace was concluded in the "month of April; and at the end of 
May Mr. Bufly came to Hyderabad refolding to proceed into the 
newly acquired provinces, in which Mr. Moracin had, although not 
without difficulty and oppofition, eflablilhed the authority of his na¬ 
tion. Jaffer-ally who had for fome years governed Rajah Humdrum, 
and Chicacole, when fummoned, refolved not to relign them ; and 
finding Vizeramrauze, the moil powerful Rajah of thefe countries, 
with whom he was then at war, in the fame difpolition with himfelf, 
lie not only made peace, but entered into a league with the Rajah; 
and both agreed to oppofe the French with all their force : in confe- 
quence of which treaty they applied for fupport to the Engiifh factory 
at Vizagapatnam, as alfo to the prefidency of Madrafs ; the Engiifh 
encouraged them in their refolution, but were too much occupied in 
the Carnatic to furnifh the fuccours they demanded. The interefts of 
the Indian princes and Moorifh governors perpetually clashing with 
one another, and with the intereft of the Mogul, will perhaps always 
prevent the empire of Indoftan from coercing the ambitious attempts 
of any powerful European nation, when not oppofed by another of 
equal force ; much lefs will any particular principality in India be able 
to withiland fiich an invader. Mr. Moracin, not having troops 
enough at Mafulipatnam to reduce thg united forces of the Rajah and 
Jaffer-ally, made overtures to Vizeramrauze, offering to farm out to 
him the countries of Rajahmundrum and Chicacole at a lower rate 
than they had ever been valued at. Such a temptation was perhaps 
never refilled by any prince in Indoftan, and Jaffer-ally finding him¬ 
felf abandoned by his ally, quitted his country full of indignation, 
and determined to take refuge with Ragogee, who was at that time 
fighting with Sallabad-jing and Mr. Buffy: travelling with this inten¬ 
tion to the we Award he fell in with a large body of Morattoes, com¬ 
manded by the Ion of Ragogee, whom he ealily prevailed upon to make 
an incurfion into the Chicacole countries over the mountains, which till 
this time were deemed im pa liable by cavalry; but a Polygar, who had 
been driven out of his territory by the Rajah, and accompanied 
the Nabob in his flight, undertook to conduct them through defiles 
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1754, and paries known to yery few except himfelf. The Morattoes under 
this guide entered the province of Chicacole, wliilft the Rajah thinking 
inch an inroad impoffihle, lay negligently encamped near his capital; 
where falling upon him by lurprize, they gained an eafy victory over 
his troops, and the Rajah hurried away to Mafulipatnam, to demand 
affiftance from the French. In the mean time the Morattoes carried 
fire and fword through the province, and more particularly direded 
their ravages againft Ids patrimonial territory. Among/t other de¬ 
predations they burnt the Dutch factory of Bimlapatnam, in which 
they found feveral chefts of treasure; but they offered no violence 
to the Engliih fadory of Vizagapatnam. Mr. Moracin immediately de¬ 
tached all the force he had, about 150 Europeans, and 2500 Se¬ 
poys, to join the Rajah’s army, who now marched againft the enemy j 
but the Morattoes kept in feparate parties out of his reach, until they 
had got as much plunder as they could find means to carry away ; 
■which having fent forward with a confiderable efcort, they, in order to 
fecure their booty from purfuit, marched with their main body and 
offered Vizeraiprauze battle. The fight was maintained irregularly 
for feveral hours, but with courage on both fides: the Morattoes, 
however, at lail gave way before the French artillery: they neverthc- 
lefs remained fome days longer in the neighbourhood, until they 
heard that their convoy was out.of reach of danger ; when they fud- 
denly decamped, eroded the Godaveri at a ford which they had difeo- 
vered, and pafiing through the province of Elore, coafted the northern 
mountains of Condavir, until they got out of the French territories, 
who rather than expofe their provinces to a fecond ravage by oppofing 
their retreat, fuffered them, to proceed without interruption through 
feveral difficult paffes where they might eaiily have been Hopped. In 
the month of July Mr. Buffy came from Hyderabad to Mafulipatnam, 
from whence he went to the city of Rajahmundrnm, and fettled the 
government of his new acquiirtions, in which the French were now' 
acknowledged lbvereigns, without a rival or competitor; for the Mo¬ 
rattoes, content with the plunder they had gotten, fhewed no farther 
inclination to ailift Jaffer-ally Khan in the recovery of his governments; 
who having no other refource left, Hung himfelf upon the clemency 
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of Salabad-jing, and went to Aurengabad, where he made his 
Tub million. 

As foon as the fufpenfion of arms was declared in the Carnatic, Mr. 
Watibn, with the fquadron, left the coaft, in order to avoid the ftormy 
monfoon, and proceeded to Bombay. In the end of December com¬ 
modore Pocock arrived at Madrafs with a reinforcement of two men of 
war, one of 70, and one of 60 guns. By this time Mr. Saunders and 
Mr. Godeheu had adjufted, as far as their powers extended, the terms 
which were to re/lore tranquility to the Carnatic. 

They were only impowered to make a conditional treaty, which was 
not to be deemed definitive until it had received the approbation of the 
two companies in Europe, who had referred to themfelves the power 
of annulling or altering the whole or any part of it. This con¬ 
ditional treaty flipulated as a bails, that the two companies were for 
ever to renounce all Moorifh government and dignity ; were never to 
interfere in any differences that might arife between the princes of the 
country; and that all places, excepting fuch as fhould be ftipulated to re¬ 
main in the poffeffion of each company, were to be delivered up to the 
government of Indofian. The governors then proceeded to give their 
opinion what places each might retain without arifque of engaging them 
in future wars, either with one another, or with the princes of the coun¬ 
try, In the Tanjore country the Englifh were to poffefs Devi Cotah, 
the French, ICarical, with the diftricts they at that time held : on 
the coaft of Coromandel the Englifh were to poffefs Madrafs and Fort 
St. David ; the French, Pondicherry, with diftricts of equal value ; 
and if it fhould appear that the Englifh polfeflions in the kingdom of 
Tanjore and in the Carnatic together, were of more value than the 
French poffeffions in thole countries, then the French were to be 
allowed an equivalent for this difference in a fettleinent to be chofen 
between the river of Gondecama and Nizampatnam : diftricts near 
Mafulipatnam were to be afeertained of equal value with the ffland of 
Divi, and of thefe diftricts and the illand a partition was to be made as 
the two nations could agree in the choice : to the northward of the 
diftri&s of Mafulipatnam, in the Rajahmundrum and Chicacole 
countries, each nation were to have four or five lubordinate factories, 
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1754, or Ample houfes of trade, without territorial revenues, chofen To as 
— J not to interfere with one another. Upon thefe conditions A truce was 

to take place between them and their allies, on the coaft of Coroman¬ 
del, until the anfwers fhould be received from Europe concerning this 
convention. Both nations obliged theinfelves, during the truce, not 
to procure any new grant or ceflion from the princes of the country, 
nor to build forts; but they were permitted to repair filch fortifica¬ 
tions as were at this time in their pofleflion. Neither were to pro¬ 
ceed to any ceflions, retroceflions, or evacuations until a definitive treaty 
fhould be concluded in Europe, at which time were to be fettled the 
indemnifications which each was to receive for the cxpences incurred 
by the war. 

The truce to which this conditional treaty gave birth, fpccified that if 
either of the European nations committed any a<fts of hoftility, or in- 
croached upon the pofleffions of the other, commiflaries were to be ap¬ 
pointed to examine and adjuft the difpute; but if the Indian allies of 
either fide committed violences again ft either of the two nations, both 
were to unite in repulfing them: it was like wife agreed to proceed to an 
exchange of prifoners as far as the number taken by the French extend¬ 
ed ; this was only 250, whereas tire Englifh had 900. 

This convention was in reality nothing more than a deflation of ho- 
ftilities for eighteen month’s; fince there was no poiitive obligation on 
either of the companies to adopt the opinions of their reprefentatives 
exprefled in the conditional treaty. In the mean time the French were 
left to enjoy, without Interruption, the revenues of all the territories which 
they had acquired during the war. Thefe incomes, according to the ac¬ 
counts publifhed by themfelves, were, from Karical in the kingdom of 
Tanjore, 96,000 rupees ; from the eighty villages in the diftridt of 
Pondicherry, 105,000; from Mafulipatnam with its dependencies, from 
the ifland of Divi, Nizampatnam, Devrecottah, and Condavir, all con¬ 
tiguous territories, 1,14 ■, .00; from the four provinces of Elore, Muf- 
tapha Nagar, Rajahmundrum, and Chicacole, 3,100,000; from lands 
in the Carnatic, to the fouth of the river Pali a r, 1,700,000; from the 
ifland of Scringham and its dependencies, which Mahomed-ally had 
given up to the Myforeans when they came to his afliftance, and which 
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the Myforeans now gave to the French, 400,000 $ in all 6,842,000 
rupees, equal to 855,000 pounds fterling. 

The acccffions which die Englilh had made during the war to the 
ufual incomes of their fettlements on the coaft of Coromandel, were no 
more than 800,000 rupees, drawn annually from lands lying to the 
north of the Paliar, mortgaged by the Nabob to reimburfc the great 
fum of money they had defrayed on his account in military expences. 
It was therefore evident that no motive of ambition had induced them 
to carry on this war: on the contrary, the continuance of it was deem¬ 
ed, and perhaps with reafon, incompatible with the exiftence of the 
company; otherwife it would be impolTible cither to account for, or 
eStcufethe conduct of the directors, by whofe orders the prefidency of 
Madrafs was obliged to conclude a truce on fucli precarious and unequal 
terms as would enable the French to recommence the war with double 
ftrenglh, if the conditional treaty were not accepted by their miniftry 
in Europe ; who for this very reafon might be ftrongly tempted to re¬ 
ject it. However the Englilh kept one advantage in their power, by 
not rcleafing 650 prifoners whom they had taken during the war more 
than the French had taken from them j and they derived another ad¬ 
vantage of the greatefl confequence, by the removal of Mr, Dupleix 
from the government of Pondicherry. He departed on his voyage to 
Europeon the 14th of October, having firft delivered his accounts 
with the French company to Mr. Godeheu, by which it appeared 
that he had difburfed on their account near three millions of rupees 
more than he had received during the courfe of the war. A great 
part of this fum was furnifhed out of his own eftate, and the reft 
from monies which he borrowed at inter eft from the French inhabi¬ 
tants at Pondicherry, upon bonds given in his own name. Mr. 
■Godelieu referred the diieuffion of thefe accounts to the directors of 
the company in France, who pretending that Mr. Dupleix had made 
thefe expences without fufficient authority, refuted to pay any part of 
the large balance he aiTerted to be due to him * upon which he com¬ 
menced a law-fuit againft the company ; but the miniftry interfered 
and put a flop to the proceedings, by the king’s authority, without 
entering into any difeuffion of Mr. Dupleix s claims, or taking any 
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meafures to fatisfy them. However, they gave him letters of pro- ' 
te£xion to fecure him from being profecuted by any of his creditors. 
So that his fortune was left mtich lei’s than that which he was pof- 
fefied of before he entered upon the government of Pondicherry in 
3742. His conduct certainly merited a very different requital from 
liis nation, which never had a fnbject fo dcfirous and capable of ex¬ 
tending its reputation and power in the Eaft-Indies: had he been 
fupplied with the forces he defircd immediately after the death of 
Anwar-o-dean Khan, or had he afterwards been fupported from 
France in the manner neceffary to carry on the extenfire projects he 
had formed, there is no doubt but that he would have placed Chunda- 
faheb in the Nabobiliip of the Carnatic, given law to the Soubah of the 
Decan, and perhaps to the throne of Delhi itfelf, and have eflablidl¬ 
ed a fovereignty over many of the mod valuable provinces of the em¬ 
pire ; armed with which power he would eafily have reduced all the 
other European fettlements to luch reftridtions as he might think pro¬ 
per to impofe ; it is even probable that his ambition did not flop here, 
but that he intended to expel all other Europeans oitt of Indoftan, and 
■afterwards from all other parts of the Eaft-Indies, for lie was known 
often to fay, that he would reduce the -Englifli fettlements of Calcutta 
and Madrafs to their original date of filliing towns. When we confider 
that he formed this plan of conquefl and dominion at a time when all 
■other Europeans entertained the higfteft opinion of the llrength of the 
Mogul government, fuffering tamely the infolence of its mean eft of¬ 
ficers, rather than venture to make refinance again ft a power which 
they chimerically imagined to be capable of overwhelming them in an 
inftant,we cannot refrainfrom acknowledging and admiring the iagacity 
of his genius, which firit difeovered and defpiled this illulion. But mi¬ 
litary qualifications were wanting in his compollfion to carry effectually 
into execution projects which depended fo much upon the fuecefs of mi¬ 
litary operations ; for although fufficicntly v'eried in the theory of war, 
he had not received from nature that firmnefs of mind, which is capable 
of contemplating inftant and tumultuous danger with the ferenity neeef- 
ffary to command an army; nor were there any officers at Pondicherry 
■'of fuificient abilities to pppqfe fuch as we have feen commanding 
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the Englifh forces ; for as it'Was Mr, Dnpleix’s cuRom to remove the 
commander after a defeat, no lefs than fix have been employed by 
him in this Ration with equal ill fuccefs fmee the beginning of the year 
\j^2 : the only man of tliftmguiihed capacity who ferved under him, 
was Mr. Huffy, and his conduct to this officer ihewed that he knew the 
value of merit, and was capable of employing it to the utmofl advantage; 
for although Mr. Bully had by his expedition to the northward acquir¬ 
ed much reputation, and a great fortune, he beheld his fuccefics 
without the leafl envy, and implicitly followed his advice in all 
affairs of which Mr. Buffy, by his fituation, might be a better judge 
than him Rif ; from whence it may be prefumed, that inflead of perfe- 
cuting he would have agreed as well with Mr. De la Bourdonnais, if 
this officer had come into India with a commillion dependant on his 
authority; but his pride, could not with patience fee an equal puriuing 
fchemes fo different from his own, in a country where he was laying 
the foundation of fo much greatnefs and reputation for himfelf. Here, 
therefore, envy obfeured his underftanding, and warped his mind to in- 
juffice: in his private life he is neverthelefs acknowledged to have been 
friendly and generous to fuch as had any merit, without being impla¬ 
cably fevere to thofe whofe incapacity or mrfeondufi: difconcerted his- 
fchemes. The murder of Nazir-jing is the only aft of atrocious iniquity 
which is imputed to him; but even in this no proofs have ever appear¬ 
ed that he either infligated the Pi tan Nabobs, or concurred with them 
in planning the affaffination of that prince. Pie no fooner quitted Pon¬ 
dicherry than the antipathy, which many had conceived againft him, 
from the haughtinefs and pride of his demeanor, fubiided; and all his 
countrymen concurred in thinking that his difmiffion from the govern¬ 
ment of Pondicherry was the greateft detriment that could have happen¬ 
ed to their interefts in India. 

The treaties were publiftied on the 11 th of January, the day on which 175 

the former fufpe nfion of arms ended, and two days after Mr. Saunders quit¬ 
ted the government of Madrafs, and proceeded to England. At the end 
of January Mr. Watfon, with his fquadrnn, arrived from Bombay'at Fort 
St. David, having made the paffage againft a contrary monfoon, with 
almoft as much expedition as if they had failed at a favourable icufon of 
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the year. In the beginning of February Mr. Godeheu, having fulfilled 
the principal intentions of his eommiffion, quitted Pondicherry and re¬ 
turned to France, leaving the power of the governor much more limit¬ 
ed than it had been in the time of Mr. Dupleix, 1 he two prefiden- 
cies, now at peace with each other, gave their whole attention to ma¬ 
nage their refpedtive territories, revenues, and alliances, to the beft 
advantage, without infringing the truce. 

The Myforeans could not be made to iinder/kind that they were no 
longer at liberty, to commit hoftilities againfjt the Englifh or the Na¬ 
bob j and the regent, when advifed by the French to return to his own 
country, faid that he was under no obligation to regard any .treaties that 
he had not made himfelf: that therefore he fhould never leave Sering- 
ham until he had got Tritcliinopoly, which he did not defpair of ef¬ 
fecting even without their affiftance: finding, however, that the French 
thought themfelves obliged to acquaint the Englifh of any fchemes that 
he might put in pradice for this purpofe, he offered the commanding of¬ 
ficer 300,000 rupees if he would retire with the French troops to'Pondi¬ 
cherry, and leave him at liberty to carry on his projects without controul: 
the Englifh, however, were under no apprehensions of the effeds of them, 
arid at the requefl of the Nabob a detachment of 500 Europeans and 
2000 Sepoys were ordered to proceed into the countries of Madura and 
Tiniyelly, to-afiift in reducing them to his obedience. Maphuze Khan, 
who arrived at Tritehinopoly in the end of December with 1000 horfe, 
was appointed by the Nabob his reprefemativc. in thofie countries, and 
joined his troops to the Englifh detachment; the Nabob himfelf like- 
wile refolved to accompany them fome part of tire way. 

This army, commanded by lieutenant colonel Heron, an officer lately 
arrived from England, fet out in the beginning of February from their 
cantonments at Warriore pagodas, and halted thirty miles to the fouth 
of Tritehinopoly, at a village called M ana par, where the Polygars .of 
this part of the country had previoully been ordered to fend their agents 
to fettle their accounts with the Nabob. The four principal Polygars 
obeyed the fummons; and their agents gave obligations promifing to 
pay the tributes that were due ; but the Nabob knowing the deceitful 
charade? of thefie clfiefs in general, defined that the army might re¬ 
main 
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main at Manapar until the money was paid, and Tent officers to collect 
it; who on. their return reported that the Polygar Lachenaig, after pay¬ 
ing a part, refufed to pay the remainder. Upon this it was refolved to 
attack his country, and the army after marching ten miles to the foutli- 
weft of Manapar, in the high road leading to Dindigul, came in fight 
of his woods, which lye about two miles to the weft of that road. 

The fubjedts of this, as well as of all the other Polygars in thefe-fouth- 
ern parts of the peninfula, are Colleries, a people differing in many re- 
fpefts from the reft of the Indians, and hitherto little known to Europe¬ 
ans; they Tally in the night from their receffes and ftrong-hokls to plun¬ 
der the inhabitants of the neighbouring villages of their cattle, which if 
they cannot bring away alive,/they kill with their long fpears: by con- 
ftant practice in thefe exploits they acquire fo much dexterity and au¬ 
dacity that they will for hire undertake to ftea! and bring off a horfe 
even from the center of a camp ; they are fo far from think ing it a 
dilgrace to be accounted thieves, that they value themfelves upon excel¬ 
ling in the profeffio'n, and relate to ftrangers ftories of defperate and 
fuccefsful thefts accomplifhed by their countrymen, with as much com¬ 
placence as other people commemorate the heroic addons of their an- 
ceftors; and indeed when booty is the objedt, they regard danger and 
death with indifference, of which the Engfiih officers themfelves faw a 
very ftriking example, whilft they were befieging the French and Chun- 
da-faheb in Seringham. Of the party of Colleries employed at that time 
by the Englifh to fteal the enemy’s horfes; two brothers were taken up 
and convicted of having ftolen, at different times, all the horfes belong¬ 
ing to major Lawrence and captain Clive ; the prifoners did not deny 
the faft:; but being told that they were to be hanged, one of them of¬ 
fered to go and bring back the horfes in two days, whilft the other re¬ 
mained in prifon, provided that both fhould be pardoned, This propofal 
being agreed to, one of them was re leafed; but not appearing in the ftipu- 
Iated time, major Lawrence ordered theoiherCollery to be brought before 
him and afked him the reafon why his brother had not returned, bidding 
the prifoner prepare tor death if the horfes were not produced before 
the next evening: to this the Collery with great eompofure replied, that 
he was furprized the Enghih fhould be fo weak as to imagine that ei¬ 
ther 
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ther he or his brother ever had any intentions of reftorlng fo valuable 
a booty, which would make the fortunes of their whole family; feeing 
they had it in their power to retain it, at no greater expence than 
his, fmgle life, which had often been hazarded for a fmgle meal: 
he added, that the Engliih could not blame them for having con¬ 
trived the efcape of one of the two, when both, if unavoidable, would 
willingly have died rather than reftore the horfes. The man uttered 
this ridiculous apology with the appearance of fo much indifference 
to the fate that threatened him, that it moved both the laughter 
and companion of the audience; and captain Clive interceding with 
major Lawrence, he was difmifled, without any punifhraent. Father. 
Martin, a jefuit, who reiided ten years in the neighbouring country 
of Morawar, deferibes the Cell cries as moreubarbarous than any favages 
in any part of the globe ; averting, that when two of the nation, 
either male or female, have a quarrel with one another, each is oblig¬ 
ed by an inviolable cuftom to fuffer and perform whatfoever tor¬ 
ments or cruelties the other thinks proper to inflict, either on himfelf 
or any of his family j and that the fury of revenge operates fo flrongly 
amongft them, that a man for a flight affront has been known to mur¬ 
der his wife and all his children, merely to have tlie atrocious iatisfac- 
tion of compelling his adverfary to commit the like murders in his own 
family; hut fortunately for the honour of human nature, none of the 
Englifh officers have hitherto been able to diftinguifh any traces of thefe 
diabolical practices, and the Jefuit hands fmgle in his afTertion. The 
whole country poifeffed by the Polygar Lachenaig is fortified either by 
nature or art; for it is furrounded by hills lying at fome diftance from 
one another, which being craggy and covered with bufhes and loofe 
ftones, are impaffable to any excepting the Colleries themfelves ; and 
from hill to hill are flung up works peculiar to the rude but cunning 
character of thefe people} for they con lift of a thick wall, compoied 
of large ftones laid upon one another, without cement, and Ranked at 
proper diftauces by round towers made of earth, well rammed down ; 
before the wall is a deep and broad ditch, and in front of the ditch a 
broad hedge of bamboes, fo thickly fet, that it cannot be penetrated 
without the hatchet or fire. 
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The army began early in the morning to attack a part of this bar¬ 
rier : tlie field pieces were placed upon an eminence from whence they 
commanded the towers that defended the face of attack ; the CoUeries 
appointed to guard the towers not being accuftomed to the annoyance of 
cannot fhot, toon abandoned them ; but numbers, nevertheless, armed 
with matchlocks, and bows and arrows, perfifted in defending the hedge, 
hiding themfelves within it, and firing with excellent aim through the 
fmalleft intervals ; whil'd others appeared on the hills on each hand, 
leaping and bounding, by the help of their long fpears, from done to 
done, with the agility of monkeys, and howling and fereaming in hopes 
to terrify the afTailants ; but as loon as they found thexnfelves within 
reach of their fire, they gained the fummits again as nimbly as they had 
-defeended : returning, however, in the fame manner as foon as the firing 
ceafed. At length, about ten o’clock in the forenoon, the army, after 
having loft feverail men, forced their way through-the barrier, when 
Mahomed Kloof was detached with 500 Sepoys, fome Europeans 
and a field piece, to attack the principal town, diilant about four 
miles from that part of the barrier through which they had forced their 
way; but before the detachment came within fight of the town, 
they were unexpectedly flopped by another circumvallation of the 
fame kind, but flronger than the fir It: hire the .enemy had alfembied 
-their whole force, and defended themfelves with much more obfiinaev 
than before; infomuch that Mahomed Ilfoof, after lofing ico Se¬ 
poys and 12 Europeans, was obliged to fend for fucconrs from the 
main body; from whence a party of j 00 Europeans was immediately 
•detached to his aifi fiance ; but before they arrived, the enemy having 
expended all their ammunition, abandoned their defences and disappear¬ 
ed. The army then proceeded without any interruption to their prin¬ 
cipal town, which they found likewile- deferted, the enemy having re¬ 
tired with their cattle to the hills out of the reach of farther purfuit .* 
however, Lachenaig finding that they fhewed no inclination to quit 
his country, renewed his negotiation, and in a few days paid the 
remaining part of his tribute. The Nabob now returned to Tritchi- 
nopoly, and the army, together with Maphuze Khan, proceeded to 
.Madura, where they arrived in ten days. This city, lines the death of 
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Ailum Khan, which happened in April 1752, had remained in tfic 
poffelfion of another partizan in the intereft of Ghundafaheb’s fa j 
milyj who regarding his government as a tranfitory pofieffion, and in¬ 
tent upon nothing but amafTmg wealth, had neglected to repair the 
fortifications, and kept only a (lender garrifon, Very infufficient to de¬ 
fend a place of fuch extent; he, therefore, now retired with his 
garrifon to Coilgoody, a ftrong pagoda, fituated about eight miles to 
the ettft, and the army entered Madura without the lead oppofition. 
Here they received a deputation from the Polygar Morawar, whole 
country adjoins to the weilern dbinds of Madura and Tinivelly. 
The Polygar apologized for his conduct during the war in Tiding with 
Chunda-faheb and the Myforeans, delircd to be pardoned for that of¬ 
fence, and intreated to be received into alliance with the Englifh, under 
whole protection he promifed to remain faithful to the Nabob. As a 
proof of the iincerity of liis intentions, he offered to give the company 
two fettlements on the fea-coaft of his country,oppofite to Ceylon, which, 
as he juftly obferved, would greatly facilitate their future communications 
with Tinivelly, for they had at prefent no other way of approaching 
that city but by a tedious and difficult march of feveral hundred miles; 
whereas reinforcements might come byfea fromMadrafs or fortSt. David 
La four or five days to the fettlements he intended to give, from which 
the march to Tinivelly was no more than fifty miles. 'Thefe offers 
colonel Heron deemed fo advantageous, that without confulting the pre-* 
lidency, he entered into an alliance with the Polygar, and as a mark of 
the Englifh friendffiip, gave his deputies three Engl ill) Hags, with per- 
miffion to hoi 11 them in their country, wherefoever they fhould think 
proper. After this bufmels was concluded, and the neceffary regulati¬ 
ons made to effablilh the Nabob’s authority in the city, colonel Heron 
determined to attack the fugitive governor in Coilgoody. The greateft 
part of the Sepoys were fent forward in the evening, under the com¬ 
mand of Mahomed Ifoof, with orders to invert the pagoda clofelv until 
the battalion came up ; but by ibme m iftake they halted at the 
dlftance of two miles from the place, and the governor receiving by his 
fpies, intelligence of colonel Heron’s intentions, lied in the night, leaving 
however, the greateft part of his troops to defend it, The next day the 
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'battalion fet out from Madura, with two eighteen founders; but the .1755. 
march lying through a rugged road, the carriages of tbefe cannon broke * v * 
down, and there were no fpare carriages to replace them ; fo that when 
the troops appeared before the pagoda, they had none of the common 
preparations neceffary to attack it, having even forgot to pro vide fealing lad¬ 
ders. Colonel Heron, however, thinking it a difgrace to retreat after he had 
fummoned the place, determined to force his way into it by burning 
down the gate with bundles of ftraw; an expedient which probably was 
•fuggelted to him by his Indian domeftics, in whom he placed great confi¬ 
dence ; for we have feen the natives employing this method of attack at 
Achaveram. The mod: refolute men in the army regarded the attempt 
as rafh and impracticable} but colonel Heron,to filence their remonftran- 
ces, let the example, and carried the fir ft torch himfelf, Excefs of 
courage, however defperately or abfurdly employed, lei do m fails to in- 
tereft thofe who are fpectators of it, and often obliges them to partici¬ 
pate of the danger, even againft the convictions of their reafon :’Mahomed 
Iflbof, the commander of the Sepoys, who had more than any one ri¬ 
diculed the jnadnefs of this attempt, no fooner faw colonel Heron ex- 
poling himfelf in this defperate manner, contrary to all military rules, 
than he followed his example, and accompanied him with another 
torch; fo that the two principal officers of the army were now feen aCt- . 
ing the part of volunteers, leading a forlorn hope. Succefs, however, 
contrary to the general expectation, rewarded their endeavours, and in 
!efs than an hour the gate was burnt down, when the foldiery rufh- 
ed in, and in their fir ft fury put feveral of the garrifon to the fword; 
they were then permitted to plunder, and nothing as ufual, efcaped 
them ; for finding in the temples of the pagoda a great number of lit¬ 
tle brazen images, worfhipped by the people of the country, and parti¬ 
cularly by the Colleries, they tore them down from their pedeftals, 
hoping to fell them at leaft for what the weight of the metal might 
be worth. After this exploit, for which the people of the country 
held them in utter deteftation, the troops returned to Madura; where 
leaving a garrifon of Europeans and Sepoys for the fecurity of the 
city, the reft of the army, accompanied by Maphuze Khan, pro¬ 
ceeded to Tinivelly, and arrived there about the middle of March, 
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t 1755. This town is without defences, and no body appeared to oppofe their r 
' entrance into it: the renters of the open country followed the example 
of the capital, and acknowledged the Nabob without hefitation; but 
many of the neighbouring Polygars made pretences to evade the pay¬ 
ment of the tribute due from them. The moll confiderable of thefe 
chiefs was Catabomanaig, whofe country lies about fifty miles north- 
eaft from Tinivelly ; and it being imagined that the inferior Polygars 
would not hold out long after he fhould have fubmitted, a detachment 
of 200 Europeans, and 500 Sepoys, with two field pieces, were feat to 
reduce him. 

Some days after another detachment, confiding of 100 Europeans, 
and 300 Sepoys, with two field pieces, were Cent to attack the fort of 
Nelli-cotah, fituated forty miles to the fouth of Tinivelly. Thefe troops 
fet out at midnight, and performed the march in eighteen hours : the 
Polygar, ftartled at the fuddennefs of their approach, fent out a deputy, 
who pretended he came to capitulate, and promifed that his m after 
would pay the money demanded of him, in a few days; but fufpicions 
being entertained of his veracity, it was determined to detain him as a pledge 
for the execution of what he had promifed, and he was delivered over 
to the charge of a guard. The troops were fo much fatigued by the ex- 
cefiive march they had juft made, that even the advanced centinels could 
nbt keep awake, and the deputy perceiving all the ibldiers who were 
appointed to guard him, fait afleep, made his efcape out of the camp, 
and returned to the fort; from whence the Polygar had fent him only to 
gain time, in order to make the neceffary preparations for his defence. 
This being difeovered early in the morning, it was determined to florin 
the place, of which the defences were nothing more than a mud wall 
with round towers. The troops had brought no foaling ladders, but the 
outfide of the wall was Hoping, and had many clefts worn in it by 
the rain, fo that the aflault, although hazardous, was neverthelefs prac¬ 
ticable. It was made both by the Europeans and Sepoys with undaunt¬ 
ed courage, in ieveral parties at the fame time ; each of which gained 
the parapet without being once repulied, when the garriibn retired to 
the buildings of the fort, where they called out for quarter; but the fol- 
diers, as ufual in defperate afikults, were fo much exalperated by a fenfe 
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of the danger to which they had expofed themfelves, that they put all 
they met to the fword, not excepting the women and children, fuffer- 
ing only fix perfons out of four hundred to efcape alive; forry we are 
to lay, that the troops and officers who bore the greatefi part in this 
i hoc king barbarity, were the hraveff of EnglilTimen, having moft of 
them ferved under colonel Lawrence on the plains of Tritchinopoly: 
but thole who contemplate human nature will find many reafons, fup- 
ported by examples, to dlflent from the common opinion, that cruelty 
is incompatible with courage. 

Meanwhile the Polygar Morawar was fo delighted at the fuccefs of 
his negotiation with colonel Heron, that as a farther proof of his good 
intentions to the Englifh, he ordered 5000 men, under the command 
oi his biothei, to march and affift them in reducing the Polygars of 
Tinivelly : but the king of Tanjore and Tondiman having many years 
been at implacable variance with the Morawar, beheld the marks of 
favour which had been fhewn to him with the utmoft jealoufy, and 
repretented their detefiation of them in the ftrongeft terms to the 
prefidency of Madrafs, alledging that they themfelves could have no 
reliance on the friendfhip of the Engliih, if they faw them making 
treaties with their mortal enemies. The prefidency, unwilling to give 
Umbrage to tliefe allies, whofe affifiance they might probably i'ooa 
ftand in need of again, direfled colonel Heron to break off all farther 
communication with the Morawar: thefe orders, however, did not ar¬ 
rive before the MorawarY troops were advanced within five miles of Tini¬ 
velly ; when they were abruptly told, that if they did not immediate¬ 
ly march back to their own country they would be treated' as enemies: 
not, however, imagining that the Englifh would proceed to fuch ex¬ 
tremities, they remained in their camp, and endeavoured to commence 
a negociation j but the orders ■which colonel Heron had received were 
ib peremptory, that he thought himfelf obliged to march and attack 
them; on this they decamped with fuch precipitation, that they left 
behind them a great part of their baggage, with fome horfes, which 
were plundered by the Sepoys of the advanced guard. 

The revenues which had been collected during this expedition, 
did not amount to the expences of the anny ; part of the tributes 
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1755, were embezzled by Maphuze Khan, and part was likewife diminifhed 

t " v “—^ by the prefents which colonel Heron, with too much avidity, confented 

to receive from thofe who had accounts to fettle with "the government. 
In the mean time Maphuze Khan, in concert with colonel Heron’s in¬ 
terpreter, contrived every means to make the ftate of the province ap¬ 
pear lefs advantageous than it really was; and then made an offer to take 
the farm of the Madura and Tinivelly countries together at the yearly 
rent of t,500,000 rupees : this propolal was feconded, as nfual, by the 
offer of a confiderable prefent, which colonel Heron accepted, and gave 
him the inveffiture of the countries. 

Whilff thefe tranfa£lions paffed to the fouthward, the Myforeans re¬ 
mained encamped at Seringham, where the regent had been diligently 
employed in fchemes to get poffeffion of Tritchinopoly: his principal 
reliance for the accomplifhment of this defign, was on a brandn, who 
perfuaded him that he had made a ftrong party in the city, and that 
he had feduced many of the garrifon: the man even carried his impof- 
ture fo far, that he mentioned the time when, as lie pretended, the 
regent’s party in the city defined he would make the attack. The 
regent, elated with this chimerical hope, could not refrain from re¬ 
vealing a fecret, which gave him fo much fatisfaftion, to M. de 
Sauflay, the commander of the French troops, who immediately 
lent intelligence to the garrifon : captain Kilpatrick returned him 
thanks for the information ; but to Ihew the contempt in which he 
held the military character of the Myforeans, he defired de San flay 
to acquaint the regent, that if he would venture to make the attack, the 
gates of the city ffvould be left open to receive him. Soon after the re¬ 
gent received news from Myfore, informing him, that a large army of 
Morattaes, under the command of Balagerow, who had levied a con¬ 
tribution from his country in the preceding year, was approaching again 
to the frontiers \ and that Sal'abad-jing, at the head of his army, ac¬ 
companied by the French troops under the eommand of Mr. BufTy, 
was likewife advancing to demand the Mogul’s tribute, which had 
never been paid lirice the death of Nizam-al-muluck. Alarmed by this 
intelligence, he immediately prepared to return to his own country, and 
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oh the 14th of April, the great drum, the fignal of decamping, was 1755* 

beaten, and the whole army erofling the Caveri marched away * ' v ’ 

leaving the French in pofleflion of the ifland of Seringham, and the 
other territories which the Nabob had made over to him on his arrival, . 
and of which he had from that time collected the revenues. 

It is difficult to find an example of a prince conducting himielf with • 
more weaknefs than the Myforean in the courfe of this war: the' Na- 

4 

bob procured his aififtance by a promife which he never intended to per¬ 
form; and indeed, had the Myforean been endowed with common laga^ 
city, he might have forefeen that the pofleflion of Tritchinopoly, the 
objeCt of all his endeavours, would have been the greateft misfortune 
that could have happened to him, fince it would certainly l'ooncr or 
later have involved him in a war with the Mogul government, which 
probably would have ended in reducing the kingdom of My fore itfelf, 
like the Carnatic, to be a province of the empire. The Nabob’s breach 
of faith in refufmg to deliver up the city to him, only fe'rved to exaf- 
perate his eagernefs to get pofleflion of it, which rendered him as great 
a dupe to the promifes of Mr. Dupleix, as he had been to thofe of 
the Nabob; for it is certain, and he at Iaft difeovered it himielf, that 
the French never intended to give him Tntehinopoly if they had fuc* ■ - 
ceeded in taking‘it; nor was he lefs deluded by his ally Moran-row, 
who after periuading him to aflift the French again ft the Nabob, de¬ 
fer ted him as ioon as his treafures began to fall. At length, after having 
wafted three years, abfent from his own country at the head of an ar¬ 
my of 20,000 men, he was obliged to return without receiving the 
leail compenfation for the expences he had incurred,, or any iecurkv for 
the reimbur feme lit of them: for what reliance he might have upon the 
conditional treaty was little better than chimerical, fince many unfore¬ 
fee n events might render that convention abortive. 

The prefidency of Madrafs hearing of Sallabad-jing’s approach to the 
weftern confines of the Carnatic, entertained fufpicions that he might be 
tempted, notwithftanding the conditional treaty, to-enter the province- 
from this apprehenfion they fent orders to colonel Heron to return im¬ 
mediately with the troops under his command to Tritchinopoly : how¬ 
ever, Maphuze Khan prevailed upon him to remain until he receiv¬ 
ed 
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1755. a! a ffecond and more peremptory order, which came foon after; 

1 ‘ 4 upon which he recalled the detachment which had been fent a gain ft 

the Polygar Catabomanaig, and prepared himfelf to quit Tinivelly. 
The detachment had been as far to the north-eaft as Shillinaiken- 
pettah, the principal fort of the Polygar, who on their appearance 
entered into a negotiation, paid fome money in part of the tribute due 
from him, and gave hoftages as fecurity for the reft: fome money was 
likewiie received from feverai inferior Polygars, but the whole collection 
did not exceed 70,000 rupees: as foon as the troops received the orders 
to return, they fumraoned Catabomanaig to redeem his hoftages; but 
he knowing that they would not venture to ftay any longer in his coun¬ 
try, made fome trifling excufes, and without any concern differed them 
to carry the hoftages away with them. On the zd of May colonel 
Heron quitted Tinivelly, but inftead of proceeding directly to Tritchi- 
nopoly, fuffered himfelf to be perfuaded by Maphuze Khan to march 
againft Nellitangaville, a fort iimated about thirty miles to the weft of 
Tinivelly, belonging to a Polygar who had with much contumacy re- 
fufed to acknowledge the Nabob’s authority: on the march he was join¬ 
ed by the detachment from the north-eaft. It was the misfortune of 
colonel Heron to place the utmoft confidence in his interpreter, and to 
be conftantly betrayed by him; for before the army arrived in light of 
the fort, this man had informed the Polygar that they had no battering 
cannon, and that they would not remain long before the place: the Poly¬ 
gar, therefore, fecure in his fort, which was built of ftoue and very ftrong^ 
anfwered the fummons with infolence; upon which the field.pieces and 
two cohorns fired fmartly upon the walls for feverai hours; but this an¬ 
noyance producing no effedfc, another meflage was fent, offering that the 
army fhould retire, provided he would pay 20,000 rupees. The Polygar 
relying on the information which he had received from the inter¬ 
preter, and encouraged by this relaxation in the terms which were at firft 
propofed to him, anfwered with great contempt, that fuch a fum could 
not be raifed in his whole country, and that he knew the value of money 
too well to pay a fingle rupee. By this time the army were much dif- 
trefled for provifions of all kinds, and the Sepoys ready to mutiny for 
want of pay; both which Maphuze Khan had promifed, but had 
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ne'gle&ed to fupply; it was therefore determined to march away to Ma¬ 
dura, where they arrived, accompanied by Maphuze Khan, on the 22d 
of May. 

Colonel Heron flayed no longer here than was neceffary to refrefh 
the men and fettle the garrifon, in which he left a thoufand Sepoys, 
under the command of Jemaul-faheh, an officer of fome reputation, and 
next in rank to Mahomed lffoof. The army had now to pafs one of 
the moft difficult and dangerous defiles in the peninfula, fituated in a 
country inhabited by Colleries, who had, ever fince the departure of the 
army from Madura, threatened vengeance for the lofs of their gods at 
Coilgoody, and had already given a fpecimen of their refentment by 
cutting off a party of Sepoys, which the commanding officer of 
Madura fent out to colled cattle. A Collery difeovered them in 
the night lying faff afleep, without any fentinels, and immediately 
went and brought a number of his caft, who, coming upon them 
by furprize, ftabbed evfery one of them. The defile, called the pafs 
of Nattam, begins about twenty miles to the north of the city, and 
continues for fix miles through a wood, impenetrable every where elfe, 
to all, excepting the wild beafts and Colleries to whom it belongs. 
The road of the defile is barely fufficient to admit a firngle carriage at 
a time, aftd a bank running along each fide of it, renders it a hollow 
way: the wood is in moft parts contiguous to the road, and even in 
fuch places where travellers' have felled part of it, the eye cannot pe¬ 
netrate farther than twenty yards. 

The army quitted Madura on the 2?th of May; a party was fent 
forward to take poft at a mud fort called Volfynattam, near the entrance 
of the woods, where the reft joined them in the evening, and the whole 
paffed the night here. The" next morning at day-break they prepared 
to march through the defile: and it being reported that the Colleries had 
cut down many trees to obftruft the way, a detachment of Europeans, 
pioneers, and Sepoys, were fent forward under tlie command of captain 
Lin, with-orders to clear the pafs of thefe incumbrances, and to fcour 
tire woods cn each fide with their fire; but captain Lin neither finding 
fueh obflruflions as had been reported, nor even difeovering the baft 
appearance of an enemy, continued his march, and halted at the 
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3755 ' to^-n of Nat tarn on the farther fide of the wood. Some time after 
the reft of the army entered the pafs in the following order of march : 

. fome companies of Sepoys led the van; thefe were followed by a ferjeant 
an,d twelve Europeans j and immediately after them came the firft di- 
vilion ot artillery, with the tumbrils containing military ftoree; then fol¬ 
lowed the battalion led by captain Polier, after whom marched the 
rear divilion o± artillery and tumbrils, which were followed by a fer- 
jeant and twelve men, and thefe by fome companies of Sepoys ; then 
followed the baggage of the whole army, carried by bullocks and 
coolies, with ieveral elephants and camels belonging to IVIaphuze 
Khan, and accompanied by fome Seppys to protect them. The 
rear of the whole line was clofed by a guard of 20 Europeans, 40 
-CaSr.es, and 200 Sepoys, with a fix pounder, under the command 
of captain Jofeph Smith : colonel Heron with a few horfe proceeded 
befoi e the line. Nothing could be blamed in this difpolitron, except¬ 
ing that the commanding officer fiiould have been in the center with 
.the battalion, or with the rear guard, which ought to have been 
ftronger : but the report from captain Lin’s party, who had palled 
without interruption, removed every apprehenfion of danger, and 
relaxed the fpirit of precaution. The whole army had entered the 
defile, and proceeded, wondering they faw nothing of an enemy of 
whom they had heard fo much ; when, by the carelefihefs of a driver, 
one of the heavieft tumbrils belonging to the rear divilion of artillery was 
ftuck in a Hough, out of which the oxen were not able to draw it: 
the officers of artillery, however, imagining that they ffiould foon be 
able to extricate it, fuffered the troops marching before them to go on 
without calling out, or fending to bid them halt; and the officer who 
commanded in the rear of the battalion, feeing feveral of the tumbrils fol¬ 
lowing clofe up with him, did not fufped what had happened, and kept 
on his way; moftof the Sepoys, who marched behind the rear divifion 
of artillery, were likewife fuffered to pafs the carriage in the Hough, and 
proceeded in the rear of thofe tumbrils which were going on. In the 
mean time the carriage refilled feveral different efforts which were made 
to remove it, and choaking up the road, prevented the other tumbrils 
which followed, as well as the three field pieces which formed the rear 
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divifion of artillery, from moving on, and thefe flopped the whole line 
of the baggage: thus the front divifion and main body of the army were 
feparated from the rear, which by the abfence of thofe Sepoys be¬ 
longing to it, who were fuffered to proceed, was likewife deprived of 
a great part of its force. The Colleries, although unperceived, kept fpies 
near the road, watching every motion, but cunningly refrained from 
making any attack, until the main body had advanced two miles beyond 
the tumbril, which caufed the impediment, when numbers of them 
began to appear near the rear guard of the baggage ; but the fire of a 
few platoons foon obliged them to retreat ; and as they remained quiet 
for fome time, it was imagined that they would not venture to make 
another attempt; but on a fudden they appeared in much greater 
numbers at the other end of the line, where the tumbril had em- 
barrafTed the road, and attacked the rear divifion of artillery : here 
the whole number of troops did not exceed a hundred men, of 
which only twenty-five were Europeans: this force not being fuffici- 
ent to protect all the carriages, the two officers of the artillery pru¬ 
dently determined to give their whole attention to the prefervation of 
their field pieces, and of the tumbrils, which carried their powder and 
ffiot. Thefe happened to be all together in the rear of fuch carriages as 
were laden with other kinds of military ftores ; but fortunately fome of 
the wood on the right hand was cut down, and afforded an opening 
which commanded the road in front where the enemy were affem- 
bled; the officers therefore contrived to get their field pieces into the 
opening, from whence they fired fmartly; but the Colleries neverthelefs 
maintained the attack for fome time with courage, and with a variety 
of weapons *, arrows, matchlocks, rockets, javelins, and pikes; everyone 
accompanying his efforts with horrible fereams and howlings, and an- 
fwering every ffiot that was fired upon them with the fame outcries; but 
finding themfelves much galled, they at length quitted the road, and re¬ 
tired into the thickets on each fide, from whence they renewed the 
fight with equal vigour, and with better fuccefs, fince the artillery men 
w ere obliged to divide their attention to many different parts at once t 
many of the Colleries now pufired into the road amongft the tumbrils 
and carriages, and with their long fpears ftabbed the draught bullocks, 
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and wounded or drove back the few Sepoys who remained to guard 
them: upon the artillery they were not able to make any impreffion ; 
for the gunners, fenfible that the cannon were their only refource, fired 
them with great vivacity and much effect; and captain Smith like wife 
fenfible of the neceflity of protecting the .artillery at all events, detached, 
although he could ill fpare them, an officer with a company of Sepoys 
from the rear guard to their affiftance. At length the confufed out-- 
cries of the enemy were on a fudden changed to one voice, and nothing 
was heard on all fides but continual repetitions of the word /warn, mean¬ 
ing gods, which expreflion they accompanied with violent gefticulations 
and antic pofhires, like men frantic with joy; for fome of them cutting 
down the tumbrils they had feized, discovered in one of them moft of the 
little brazen images of their divinities which the Engliffi had plundered at 
Coilgoody. It feemed as if they could not have received more delight in 
refeuing their wives and children from captivity; however, after their gods 
were conveyed out of the reach of danger, they renewed their attacks, 
■and continued them at different intervals for feveral hours. Mean 
while no affiftance came from the battalion, nor did one of the mef- 
fengers, fent by captain Smith to inform the commanders in chief of the 
diftrefs of the rear, return. It was now four in the afternoon, when 
the enemy, after having defifted fome time from their attacks upon the 
artillery, fallied at once again unexpectedly into the road amongft the 
baggage, coolies, and market people of the army, lulling, without dif- 
tin&ion of age or fex, all they met. From this moment every thing 
was hurried into the utmoft confufion: everyone flung down his bur¬ 
den ; and men, women and children preffing upon one another, fled to 
the rear guard as their only fan&uary: captain Smith, unwilling to ag¬ 
gravate the fuffermgs of the poor wretches by firing upon them, took 
the refolution of marching back out of the defile into the plain, where he 
drew up his men in a little field enclofed with a bank, and placing his 
field piece in the center of it, waited for the enemy; who fatisfied 
with the havock they had committed, did not venture to attack him, 
but retreated and difappeared as foon as the defencelefs multitude they 
were driving before them had got out of the wood. Some Lafcars and 
.Sepoys were now lent forward to clear the road of the incumbrances 
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of baggage with which it was (battered; after which the rear guard, di- iy 55, 
Tided half before and half behind the field piece and its tumbril, pro- '— r —' 

ceeded; and, fortunately meeting with no interruptions from the enemy, 
foou joined the rear divifion of artillery, who had been waiting with 
the utmoft anxiety, expe&ing every moment to be attacked again; 
great therefore was their joy at being thus reinforced. It was now 
clufk, and no time was to be loll; captain Smith therefore immediately 
collected what bullocks had efcaped the enemy’s (laughter, deftroyed 
the carriage which had been the firfc caufe of the confufion of the day, 
and drew off all the field pieces with their tumbrils of ammunition, leav¬ 
ing behind the reft of the (lores, with the whole baggage of the army, 
for want of means to carry them away •. about two miles farther in 
the pafs he came up with the battalion, whom he found lying 
on their arms, without either the commander in chief, or any one of 
the captains amongft them: for thefe five officers had all been fuddenly 
taken ill about noon with the extreme heat of the day; and had pro¬ 
ceeded in their pallankins through the wood, to the poft where the ad¬ 
vanced guard under the command of captain Lin was halting : from 
this misfortune, the fubordinate officers, left without orders, had not ven¬ 
tured to make any difpofitions to fuecour the rear, notwithftanding they 
knew the danger to which it was expofed. Captain Smith now took 
the command of the battalion, and marched with them through the wood 
to the ftation where the advanced guard and the reft of the officers were 
waiting. Here the army paffed the night, and the next day reached the 
town of Nattam, where they were joined by a detachment from Tritch- 
inopoly: Maphuze Khan accompanied them no farther; but returned 
to Madura. The army continuing their march without any interrup¬ 
tion, arrived on the 5th of June in fight of Tritchinopoly, and encamped 
at Warriore pagodas: colonel Heron was foon after recalled to Madrafs, 
where his conduct during this expedition was tried by a court martial, 
by which he was rendered incapable of ferving the company any longer. 

The government of Pondicherry faw this expedition into the fouth¬ 
em countries with a jealous eye, becaufe they faw the advantages which 
Would accrue to the Nabob, if the territories of Madura and Timvefty, 
which had fo long been rent from the power of Arcot, ffiould again 
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1-75j. be annexed to its government: they remonffrated, not only that the 

' ' • expedition was in itfelf a breach of the truce with Mr. Godeheu, but 
that thefe countries belonged to themfelves in virtue of various rights 
derived from Chunda-faheb, and the king of Myfore. Their arguments 
were anfwered by pretenfions equally fpecious; and Mr, Deleyrit the 
governor of Pondicherry, naturally a man of moderation, did not 
think it worth while to interrupt the expedition at the rifque of re¬ 
newing the war fo early after the ce flat ion of hoftilities j but on the 
farft occafion a&ed as the Englilh had fet the example. 

There lieth about thirty miles north of Tritchinopoly, and Imme¬ 
diately ■ n. w. of the ftraights of Utatoor, a large trad of woodland 
country, called Terriore, of which the chief is (filed Rheddy , a di¬ 
minutive of Rajah or king. This country during the war before 
Tritchinopoly had been - overrun by a detachment of the Myfore- 
army, aflifted by fome of the French troops, who depofed the Rheddy 
then reigning, and placed one of his coufins in his ftead. The 
Myforeans, when they retreated from Tritchinopoly to their own coun¬ 
try, left the French government the reprefentative 3 of all their rights 
and pretenfions in the Carnatic; and the new Rheddy having for fome 
time evaded to pay his tribute, Mr. Deleyrit in the month of June fent 
500 Europeans and 1000 Sepoys, under the command of M. Maiflin, 
to punifh his difobedience. Captain Calliaud, who had lately been 
appointed to the command of Tritchinopoly, prepared to oppofe the 
attempt; but was forbidden by the prefid eney of Madrafs, who having 
enquired into the titles which the French aflerted to the vaflalage of 
Terriore, was fatisfied of their validity. Mr. Maiflin after fome oppo- 
fition took the principal town in the middle of the woods, depofed the 
Rheddy, and reinlfaled his anteceflor. Encouraged by this fuccefs, and 
more by the forbearance of the Engliih, he marched againft the Poly gars 
of Arielore and Wariore pollam. The woods of thefe chiefs are al- 
moft contiguous, and both are extenfive. That of Arielore begins 
about fifty miles to- the n. e. of Tritchinopoly, and rtretches north to 
the river Valaru; but Wariore lies farther to the Eaffward, and extends 
Southward aim off to. tlie Coleroon. Both PoLygars had at dif¬ 
ferent times,, during the war of Tritchinopoly paid money to redeem 
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the Ikirts of their country from the ravages of the Morattoes; but 3755. 
had never made any fubmiffions of fealty either to the French or 
Myforeans; and at this time claimed the protection of the Nabob, 
whom they acknowledged as their only fuperior. The prefidency oi 
Madrafs therefore, now, without hefitation, ordered Calliaud to march 
from Tritchinopoly, and moreover threatened to fend a force from 
Madrafs, if Maiffin perfifted. M. Deleyrit deterred by this vigour, . 
ordered him to defift, and diftributed his troops into the uncontefted 
diftriCts, fubjeCt to Pondicherry, nearer the fea coaft. 

Meanwhile, the prefidency of Madrafs, recommended to the Nabob 
to come from Tritchinopoly and fettle with his family at Arcot, where 
Abdul-wahab had created many diforders in the adminiftration, lavifh- 
ing away the revenues with a fpirit of diifipation that would foon have 
ruined the province, even if it had long enjoyed the higheft degree of 
profperity. The Nabob acquiefced to this advice, and on the ninth of. 

July quitted Tritchinopoly, efcorted by 300 Europeans and 1000. 

Sepoys, under the command of captain Poller. It was at firft intended 
that they fhould proceed dire&ly acrofs the Caveri and Coleroon in the 
high road to Arcot; but the rivers were at this time fwelled, and Hill, 
more rifque was apprehended from Mai {Tin’s party,., them lying, before 
Arielore. It was therefore refolved to proceed through 1 the country of 
Tanjore to Fort St. David, where meafures might be taken: for the reft of 
the rout, according to exigencies. When arrived at the village of Condore, 
the king fent his general Monac-gee- with a numerous, train, to make- 
his compliments to the.Nabob. This interview, like moft .others be¬ 
tween perfons of fuch rank in Indoftan, palled in the. ftrongeft and. 
falleft protections of an inviolable friendihip ; amongft other pyofef- 
iions, Monac-gee faid, that his mafter kept 5000 horfe ready to ferve. 
the Nabob, if neceffary, in the. Carnatic; and the. Nabob, whilft he 
extolled with admiration this exceftive mark of tlie.- king's love and. 
friendihip, whifpered to captain Polier that it was all a lie. From 
Condore they proceeded by the neareft road to Fort St. David, where 
admiral Watfon with the fquadron under his command was then 
lying, having returned in the middle of May from the bay of Trin- 
conomalee, to which they had repaired in order to avoid the letting in 
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of the fouthern monfoon, becaufe it is fometimes attended by a hurri¬ 
cane. The Nabob went on board the admiral’s Chip, the Kent, of fixty- 
four guns, and having never before feen the interior ftruCture and 
arrangement of fucli a machine, could not fupprefs his aftorudiment, 
when conducted into the lower deck. The prefidency of Madrafs, 
feeing no probability of any interruption to his progress from Fort St. 
David, advifed him to continue his march without delay, but accom¬ 
panied by the fame cfcort. On the nineteenth of Anguft he arrived 
within a mile of Arcot, and encamped on the plain, refolving by the 
advice of his derviles to wait for a lucky day to make his entry into- the 
city, which fell out on the twenty-firft. In the mean time, colonel 
Lawrence, Mr. Walfli, and Mr. Palk, deputed to invite him at Madrafs, 
arrived at his camp, and contributed to increafe the fplendour and repu¬ 
tation of his entry into his capital, from which lie had been abient 
ever fince the death of Nazir-jing. On the thirtieth, he came to Ma¬ 
drafs, where after feveral conferences with the prefidency he confented 
to make over to the company fome farther alignments on the revenues 
of the country, in order to reimbnrfe the great expences they had in- * 
curred in the war, This important point being fettled, it was deter¬ 
mined that he ihould proceed with a ftrong detachment to collect the 
revenues that were due to him from fuch chiefs as had hitherto 
withheld them with impunity, more particularly from feveral polygars 
in the northern parts of the province. It was agreed that half the 
monies which might be collected, ihould be paid to the company} 
and that a member of the council of Madrafs, ihould accompany 
the Nabob, in order to fee this agreement punctually fulfilled. 
The previous meafures for the expedition were not fettled before the 
■monfoon fet in, after which it was neceffary to wait fome days until 
the firil violence of the rains had abated j fo that it was the latter end 
of October, before the detachment took the field. Itconfiftedof 300 
Europeans and 1500 Sepoys, and was commanded by major 
Kilpatrick. 

It foon appeared that whatfoever fubmiflions had been made in the 
provinces of Madura and Tinivelly, during the expedition of colonel 
Heron, had proceeded intirely from the dread of the Engliih troops, 
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whofe intrepidity as well as the efficacy of their arms, far exceeded 1755* 

the modes of any warfare which had ever been feen in thefe countries ; '—' 

and they were no fooner departed than the Colleries fwarmed abroad 
again into all thefubjededdiftrids that lay expofed to their depredations, 

■whilil their chiefs confederated to prevent by more effectual means 
the eftablifhment of Maphuze Khan’s authority. From this time, thefe 
countries became a field of no little conrlid, and continued fo for 
feveral years, which renders it neceflary to explain, the various interefts 
which produced the prefent confufions, fertile afterwards of more. 

When AUum Khan in the beginning of the year 1752 marched 
from Madura to the affiftance of Chunda-faheb, then befieging Tritch- 
inopoly, lie left the countries of Madura and Tinivelly under the 
management of three Pi tan officers, named Mahomed Barky, Ma¬ 
homed Mainach, and Nabi Cawn Catteck; the fir ft of thefe was 
generally known by the appellation of Mianah, the fecond of Moode- 
miah; but Nabi Cawn Catteck by his own proper name. The 
Nabob Mahomedally, when afked by the prefidency of Madrafs for 
' proofs to invalidate the pretenfions of the government of Pondicherry, 
produced a writing faid to be figned by thefe three officers, and dated 
the twenty-ninth of November, 1752; by which they acknowledged 
his fovereignty over the countries of Madura and Tinivelly \ and pro- 
fefled themfelves his fervants andfubjeds. At this time, Chunda-faheb 
indeed had perilhed; but the Nabob himfelf was involved in fuch 
difficulties by the refentment of the Myforeans, that 'there does 
not appear any reafon why the Pitans fhould give fuch a declara¬ 
tion ; unlefs they did it from a convidion of the very little advantage 
which the Nabob could derive from it. It is certain They never after¬ 
wards heeded thefe profeftions of obedience, but continued to ad 
without controul, and aded only for themfelves j granting immunities, 
remitting tributes, and even felling forts and diftrids for prefents of 
ready money. This venality coinciding with the fpirit of Independence 
and encroachment common to all the Polygars, procured them not only 
wealth, but attachments. In this mode of licentious government, they 
continued agreeing amongft themfelves in the divifion of the fpoil, and 
ruling with much power, until the expedition of colonel Heron ; when. 
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Mianah, who commanded in. the city of Madura, abandoned it, and 
took refuge with the neighbouring Polygars of Nattam ; Moodemiah 
and Nabi Gawn Catteck, retired from Tinivelly to the Polygar of 
Nellitangaville, better known by the name of Pulitaver. MX the 
three only waited for the departure of the Englifh troops, to difpute the 
dominion with Maphuze Cawn, when left to himfelfi - 

Amongft other alienations, Moodemiah had fold to the king of 
Trafancore, a range of diflridls extending thirty miles from Calacad to 
Cape Comorin; and lying at the foot of the mountains which i'epaiate 
Travancore from Tinivelly. The fort of Calacad with level al others 
of lefs defence were fold with the diftridts. 1 he kingdom of Trav an- 
core is the moft fouthern dmfion of the Malabar coaft, ending on that 
fide, as Tinivelly on the eaflern, at Cape Comorin. It was formerly 
of fmall extent, and paid tribute to Madura; but the preient king, 
through a variety of fucceffes, fome of which had been gained again ft 
the Dutch, had added to his dominion, all the country as far as the 
boundaries of Cochin; fo that it now extended 120 miles along the fea, 
and inland as far as the mountains leave any thing worth conquering. 
With the-affiftance of a French officer, named Launoy, the king had dif- 
ciplined, in the method of European infantry, a body of 10,000 Naires: 
the people of this denomination, are by birth the militarytribeof the Ma¬ 
labar coaft, and aftert in their own country even prouder pre-eminences 
than the Rajpoots, who in other parts of India are like wife born with 
■the fame diftinction. Befides thefe Naires, the king maintained 20,000 
other foot, of various arms; but had very fewhorfe, becaufe little advan¬ 
tage can be derived from their fervice in his country, which is everywhere 
either covered with hills, or interfered by rivers. The diftri&s which the 
king had purchafed of Moodemiah, were maintained by about 2000 of 
his irregular foot, who having no enemies to oppofe, were fufficient for 
the common guards and military attendance, which in Indoftan always 
fupport the authority of the government in the colleaionof the revenues. 
But thefe troops on the arrival of the army with colonel Heron at 
Tinivelly, were fo terrified by the reports of their exploits, and efpeci- 
ally by the fanguinary example in their neighbourhood, at the fackmg 

■of Nellicotah, that they abandoned not only their diftrifts, but the fort 
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of Calacad likewife, which were foon after taken pofleffion of by a 
detachment of 300 horfe and 500 foot, feat by Maphuze Khan from 
Tinivelly. As foon as the Engliih troops retired from before Nelli- 
tangaville, and it was known that they were recalled to Tritchinopoly, 
Moodemiah went to Travancore in order to encourage the king to 
recover the diftrifts which his troops had abandoned; at the fame time, 
the Pulitaver beiides letting loofe his Coleries to plunder, formed a camp 
ready to move and join the Travancores as foon as they fhould arrive, 
Maphuze Khan received intelligence of thefe fchemes and preparations, 
on his return from Nattam and Madura, and immediately proceeded to 
Tinivelly. 

Belides the ioco Sepoys belonging to the Company which were left 
with him by colonel Heron, he had received 600 more, raifed and fent 
to him by the Nabob; but thefe were in no refpeft equal to the compa¬ 
ny’s, who had been trained in the campaigns of Tritchinopoly; and Ma¬ 
phuze Khan himfelf, having no military ideas, excepting that of levying 
troops, had augmented the force he brought with him from the Carnatic 
to 2500 horfe, and 4000 foot. Five hundred of the horfe, and a thoufand 
of the foot, were left to defend the city of Madura and its dirtrifts ; 
but the company’s Sepoys proceeded with him to Tinivelly. Before he 
arrived there, Moodemiah had returned with 2000 Naires, and the 
fame number of other foot, which the king of Travancore had entrurted 
to his command. They were joined by the forces of the Pulitaver near 
Calacad; where the troops Rationed by Maphuze Khan in thefe parts, 
aflemhled, gave battle, and were routed: three hundred of the Na¬ 
bob’s Sepoys were in the action, who, to lighten their flight, threw 
away their mufkets, which were colle&ed by the Pulitaver’s people, and 
regarded by them as a very valuable prize. Immediately after this fuc- 
cefs, the enemy inverted the fugitives in the fort of Calacad; but before 
they could reduce it, the troops of Travancore returned home, pretend¬ 
ing they were recalled by the emergency of fome difturbances in their 
own country; however it is more probable, that they retreated from the 
dread of encountering the army, and more efpecially, the cavalry of Ma¬ 
phuze Khan, which were approaching. Moodemiah went with them, and 
the Pulitaver retired to his fort and woods, againft which Maphuze Khan 
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1755. proceeded, and encamped near the fort, which he could not take; but in 
this fituatien reprefffd the incurfion of the Pulitaver’s Colleries into the 
diftriChs of Tinivelly, and content with this advantage, gave out with 
oftentation, that he had fettled the country. Theft vaunts were foon con¬ 
tradicted. In the month of September, Moodemiah returned from. Tra- 
vancore, with a larger body of troops, and again defeated thofe of Cala- 
cad, who i?r this battle fuffered more than in the former j for 200 of 
their horfe and 500 Sepoys were made priibners; and, what aggravated 
the lofs, it was the time of harveft, when the rents are collected, of 
which the Travaucores took poffdiion, and maintained their ground, 
Maphuze Khan, neverthelefs, continued before the Pulitaver’s place; 
whofe troops in the month of November, cut off a detachment of two 
companies of Sepoys which had been fent to effort proviiions; they 
were of thole belonging to the company, and the commanders of both 
were killed. No other military events of any confequence happened 
in thefe parts during the reft of the year. 

The reduction and maintenance of Madura and Tinivelly, were not 
the only interefts in the fouthcrn countries, which perplexed, and oc¬ 
cupied the attention of the Englilh presidency; In the month of June, 
they were furprized by a quarrel between their own allies the king 
of Tanjore and the Polygar Tondiman, which had proceeded to hof- 
tilities, before any fufpicions were entertained of the animofity. It 
was obvious that this quarrel, if not timely reconciled, would pro¬ 
duce the defection of one or other of them to the Nabob’s enemies. The 
prefidency therefore, immediately ordered them, in peremptory terms, 
to ceafe all military operations; proffering, however, their mediation ; 
and ordered captain Galliaud to enquire into the caufes of the difpute ; 
who after two journeys to Tanjore, and feveral conferences with the 
king, with Monac-gee, and with Tondiman’s brother, could only collect 
the following ohfture account of it; fo averfe were all parties to tell the 
truth. In the year 1749, the king fent to Monac-gee to attack Arandanghi, 
a fort of ftrength and note, belonging to the lcfl’er Moravar. Monac-gee 
finding his own force infufficient, alked affiftance of Tondiman, who fti- 
pulated in return, the ceflion of Kelli-nelli-cotah and its diftriCts, valued 
at 300,000 rupees a year. Arandanghi was reduced, Tondiman took 
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pbffeffion of the diftricts, and prefi'ed Mohac-gee for the patents of ceffion 
under the king’s feal; but the king difavowed the adt of his general; on 
which Monac-gee purloined the ufe of the feal, and delivered the patents 
thus apparently authenticated, according to his promifc. Towards the 
end of 1749, Tanjore, as we have feen,was invaded by Murzafa-jing and 
Chunda-fahcb: the fubfequent wars fufpended the difpute between the 
king and the Polygar, whilft the common danger continued; but that 
palled, the broil was at this time renewed with inveteracy. Monac-gee, 
having when difgraced in 1753 taken refuge with Tondiman, ftill bore 
him good will; -working on which, and the king’s timidity, captain Cal¬ 
liaud Hopped the hoftilities which were begun, and prevented the renew¬ 
al of them until the end of September; when the king grown impatient, 
peremptorily ordered Monac-gee to march: at the fame time, Tondiman. 
could not be induced to make any flep towards an accommodation, but 
faid he fhould defend himfelf. On this, Calliaud made preparations at 
Tritchinopoly, as if he intended to take the field again ft both, which 
flopped the progrefs of the Tanjorines for fome days more, when they 
moved again; but Monac-gee having, by the king’s order, demanded 
afiiftance from the little Moravar, contrived to make him withhold his 
troops; by which, with the pretences of want of money, and the fear of 
Calliaud, he protracted his inactivity until the end of December, and 
then returned to Tanjore, without having done Tondiman any harm. 

In the Carnatic, no events tending to hoftilities between the govern¬ 
ments of Madrafs and Pondicherry happened during the reft of the year 
after the French troops retreated from before Arielore; but a tedious and 
intricate controvcrfy was maintained between them concerning iomc 
diftricts in the neighbourhood of Carangoly and Outramalore, which 
the French had taken poffeffian of, without any right they could 
prove. The difpute, however, after fome fiiarp altercations, was fettled 
by an agreement to divide the contefted diftriifts equally between the 
two nations.' 

The French commiffary, Mr. Godeheu, had continued Mr. Bufly- 
in the management of affairs in the northern parts of the Decan, with 
the fame authorities as had been given to him by Mr. Dupleix : Mr. 
Bully remained in the ceded provinces from his arrival at Mafulipatnam 
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in July 1754, to the end of that year, continually employed in fettling 
the government, and often either marching in perfon, or fending detach¬ 
ments to collect the revenues from the Polygars or chiefs of the wood¬ 
land countries, who, trailing to their wilds and faftnefles, never pay but 
at the point of the fword. In the beginning of the year 1755, he returned 
to Hyderabad, where he found Salabad-jlng ready to proceed with all 
his forces againft the kingdom of Myfore, in order to collect a long 
arrear of tribute, which, he pretended, was owing from this country to 
the Mogul government. The French company was by treaty in 
alliance with the regent of Myfore, who well deferved their fervices, 
in return for the expences he had incurred in aftifting them during the 
war of Tritchinopoly. On the other hand, the French troops with Mr. 
Bufify were obliged to aftift Saiabad-jing againft any powers whom he 
might think proper to treat as enemies; for it was on this condition, 
without any exception of the Myforeans, that lie had given the north¬ 
ern maritime provinces to the French company. In this perplexity, 
Mr. Bully refolvcd to diftrefs the Myforeans as little as poflible by mili¬ 
tary operations, and to ufe his bed endeavours to reconcile their differences 
with the Soubah. But when his army entered their country, Mr. Buffy, 
contrary to his inclination, was obliged to co-operate in the reduction 
of feveral forts; although he all the while correfponded with the mini- 
ftry of Myfore, recommending terms of accommodation. The regent 
was full before Tritchinopoly, and the miniftry fufpefling that any ma- 
nifejftation of eagernefs to make peace, would induce more imperious 
conditions, fhut themfelves up with the beft of their forces, and feemcd 
determined to fuftain a fiege in the capital of Seringapatnam. But an 
unexpe&ed event of which Mr. Bully took advantage, foon made them 
change this reihlution; for Balagerow, at this very time, was advancing 
from Poni with a great army of Morattoes, in order to levy contributions 
in the country of Myfore; and the miniftry judging it better to pay one, 
than fight two enemies, followed M r. Bully’s advice, and invited Salabad- 
jlng to come and encamp his whole army-under the walls of Seringapat¬ 
nam ; acknowledging his authority, and confenting to pay on account of 
the arrears due to the Mogul government, five millions and two hundred 
Lhoufand rupees. At the fame time, Mr. Bully negotiated with Ba¬ 
lagerow, 
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ligerowyto diffuade liim from ravaging the My fore country; who finding 
•he could not profecute his intentions without incurring the hostilities 
of Salabad-jing, and perhaps gratified by a part of the contributions 
levied, returned quietly to Poni. Salabad-jing quitted Seringapatnam 
in April, and in his return to Hyderabad exadled the fubmiffions and 
levied the tributes due from feveral Polygars of Viziapore. The army 
arrived at Hyderabad in the beginning of July, and were not employed 
in any other military operations during the remainder of the year. 

The Englifh fquaclron found no enemies to encounter, nor any other 
occafioa of active fervice on the coaft of Coromandel firnce their return 
from Bombay in the month of January; but it may be fuppofed that 
their appearance awed the government of Pondicherry, and contributed 
not a little to produce that moderation which prevailed in the French 
councils after the conclufion of the conditional treaty. They came from 
Fort St. David to Madrafs in the end of July, and departed from 
thence on the tenth of October, in order to avoid the northern monfoon. 
On the tenth of November, they arrived at Bombay, where they found 
feveral of the company’s fhips lately arrived from England, with a 
confiderable number of troops, fent with an intention to be employed 
on a fpecial expedition projected in London. 

The Eaft-lndia company, whilft uncertain of the event of the nego- 
ciation in India, received advices of the acquifitions which Mr. Bully 
had obtained from Salabad-jing; and concluding very juft]y that nego- 
ciations alone would not induce the French to quit fiich great advan¬ 
tages, they determined to ftrike at their power in the northern parts of 
the Decan by more effectual means. Aurengabad, the capital of this di- 
vifion of the Mogul empire, lies no more than one hundred and fifty 
miles weft of Bombay, and the country of the Morattoes between both: n 
friendly interccurfe had for fome lime been kept up by the prefidency of 
Bombay with the Saha Fcajah; and from the frequent hoftilkies which 
had been carried on by his .general Balagerow againft Salabad-jing, it- 
was imagined that the Morattoes might be rendered very inftruraental 
in removing the French troops from the fervice of this prince: it was 
therefore determined to aflilt Balagerow with a force of Europeans the 
.firft time he fhould inarch againft Salabad-jing, who it was hoped would 
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1756. be ib much alarmed by this meafure as to con fen t to' diimifs the French 

1 ' troops from his fervice, on condition that the Englifh retired from the 

banners of the Morattoes: and if he per filled in his attachment to the 
French, it was determined to weary him into a compliance by vigorous 
hoflilitics, in conjunction with the Morattoes. 

This entcrprize required a commander of much experience in the mi¬ 
litary and political fyflems of the country; and captain Clive, who was 
at this time preparing to return to India, offered to conduct it: the com¬ 
pany had rewarded the fen ices which this officer had already rendered, by 
appointing him governor of Fort St. David, and by obtaining for him a 
commiflion of lieutenant colonel in the king’s fervice; but from that de- 
pendance on the miniilry to which their affairs will always be fubjedt, 
whitft engaged in military operations, the court of directors, in compli¬ 
ance with very powerful recommendations, appointed lieutenant colonel 
Scot to command the expedition. This officer went to India in the 
preceding year, in the poft.of engineer-general of all their fettlements, 
but died foon after his arrival at Madrafs. The company, however, 
for fear that this or any other accident might prevent him from under¬ 
taking the expedition, defired colonel Clive to proceed to Bombay be¬ 
fore he went to the coaft of Coromandel, that if neceflary he might be 
ready to fupply colonel Scot’s place. The troops fent from England for 
this fervice were three companies of the king’ s artillery, each of 100 men, 
and 300 recruits ; who arrived at Bombay in the end of October; where 
colonel Clive finding that colonel Scot was dead, propofed to the prefi- 
dency to undertake the plan recommended to them; but they, poffefled 
by too much caution, imagined that it could not be carried into execu¬ 
tion without infringing the convention made by Mefirs, Saunders 
and Godcheu: this judgment, however, had no foundation either in 
the truce or in the conditional treaty, in which all mention, both of Sa- 
labad-jing and of the French troops in his fervice, feemed to have been 
ftudioufly avoided. The court of directors had explained their whole 
plan to the preiidency of Madrafs; but the fhip which had the letters 
on board was unfortunately wrecked on a rock lying eight hun¬ 
dred miles to the eaft of the Cape of Good Hope, within fight of 
the continent of Africa; and the presidency of Bombay not providing 

for 


Expedition against AngriA. 


Boot V. ■ 

J 

for fuch an accident, but fearful that the letters they might write on 
this fubjedt would be intercepted by the French, contented themfelvcs 
with only fending to Madrafs advices of the arrival of colonel Clive 
with the troops, without explaining their deftination; however, {Lender 
as this information was, it ferved to fugged: to fome members of the coun¬ 
cil the whole extent of the company’s intentions; in confequenccof which, 
they formed a plan for the conduct of it, which they recommended in. 
the ftrongeft terms to the prefidency of Bombay; but before thefe let¬ 
ters arrived, that prefidency had taken the refolution of employing all 
their force, in conjunction with Mr. Wat ion’s fquadron, againfi another 
enemy, who had long been formidable to the Englilh commerce on that 
fide of India. 

The Malabar coaft, from cape Comorin to Surat, is interfered by a 
great number of rivers, which difembogue into the fea; it appears that 
from the earlieft antiquity the inhabitants have had a flrong propen¬ 
sity to piracy, and at this day all the different principalities on the coaft 
employ veflels to cruize upon thole of all other nations which they can 
overpower. The Mogul empire, when it liril extended its dominion to 
the fea in the northern parts of this coaft, appointed an admiral 
called the Sidee, with a fleet to protect the veflels of their Maho¬ 
metan fubjedts trading to the gulplis of Arabia and Perfia, from the 
Malabar pirates, as well as from the Portugueze. The Morattoes 
were at that time-in poffeffion of feveral forts between Goa and 
Bombay, and finding themfelves interrupted in their piracies by the Mo¬ 
gul’s admiral, they made war again ft him by fea and land. In this war 
one Conagec Angria raifed himfelf from a private man to be commander, 
in chief of the Morattoe fleet, and was entrufted with the government 
of Severndroog, one of their ftrongeft forts, built upon a fmall rocky 
illand which lies about eight miles to the north of Dabul, and within 
cannon fhot of the continent: here Conagee revolted againfi the Saha 
Rajah, or king of the Morattoes, and having feduced part of the fleet 
to follow his fortune, he with them took and deftroyed the reft. The- 
Saha Rajah endeavoured te reduce him to obedience by building three 
forts upon the main land, within point blank fhot of Severndroog; but 
Conagee took thefe forts likewife, and in a few years got poiTeffion of 
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,gether with the inland country as far back as the mountains, which in 
fome places are thirty, in others twenty miles from the fea. His fuc- 
ceffors, who have all borne the name of Angria, ftrengthened themfelves 
continually, infomuch that the Morattoes having no hopes of reducing 
them, agreed to a peace on condition that Angria ffiould acknowledge 
the fovereignty of the Saha Rajah, by paying him a fmall annual tri¬ 
bute ; but they nevertliclefs retained a ftrong animofity again# him, 
and determined to avail themfelves of any favourable opportunity to 
recover the territories he had wrefted from them. 

In the mean time the piracies which Angria exercifed upon ffiips of 
all nations indifferently, who did not purchafe his paffes, rendered him 
every day more and more powerful. The land and fea breezes on this 
coaft, as well as on that of Coromandel, blow alternately in the twenty- 
four hours, and divide the day; fo that veffels failing along the coaft 
are obliged to keep in fight of land, fmce the land-winds do not reach 
more than forty miles out to fea: there was not a creek, bay, harbour, 
or mouth of a river along tlie coaft of his dominions, in which he 
had not ereded fortifications and marine receptacles, to ferve both as a 
ftation of difcovery, and as a place of refuge to his veffels; hence it 
was as difficult to avoid the encounter of them, as to take them. His 
fleet confifted of grabs and galivats, veflels peculiar to the Malabar 
coaft. The grabs have rarely more than two mafts, although fome have 
three; thofe of three are about 300 tons burthen ; but the others are 
not more than 150: they are built to draw very little water, being 
very broad in proportion to their length, narrowing however from the 
middle to the end, where inftead of bows they have a prow, proje&ing 
like that of a Mediterranean galley, and covered with a ftrong deck 
level with the main deck of the veffel, from which, however, it is fepa- 
rated by a bulk head which terminates the forecaftle: as this conftru&ion 
fubje&s the grab to pitch violently when failing againft ahead fea, the 
deck of the prow is not enclofed with fides as the reft of the veil el is, 
but remains bare, that the water which daffies upon it may pafs off 
without interruption: on the main deck under the forecaftle are mount¬ 
ed two pieces of cannon of nine or twelve pounders, which point for¬ 
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‘wards through the port holes cut in the bulk head, and fire over the j756. ’ 

prow; the cannon of the broadftde are from fix to nine pounders. The 

g alii vats are large row-boats built like the grab, but of final ler dimea- 

fions, the large ft rarely exceeding 70 tons; they have two inafts, of 

which the rnlzen is very flight; the main mail bears only one fail, 

which is triangular and very large, the .peak of it when hoifted being- 

much higher than the mail itfelf. In general the gallivats arc covered 

with a fpardeck, made for lightnefs of bamboes fplit, and thefe carry 

only petteraroes which are fixed on fwivels in the gunnel of the veffel; 

hutthofe of the largeft fize have a fixed deck on which they mount fix 

or eight pieces of cannon, from two to four pounders: they have forty 

or fifty flout oars, and may be rowed four miles an hour. 

tight or ten grabs, and forty or fifty gallivats, crowded with men, 
generally compofed Angria’s principal fleet deftined to attack fhips of 
force or burthen. The veffel no fooner came in fight of the port or 
bay where the fleet was lying, than they flipped their cables and put 
out to fea: if the wind blew, their eonftruftion enabled them to fail al- 
moft as faft as the wind; and if it was calm, the gallivats rowing towed 
the grabs: when, within cannon fhot of the chace they generally affem- 
blcd in her ftern, and the garbs attacked her at a diftance with their 
prow guns, firing firft only at the inafts, and taking aim when the 
three inafts of the veffel juft opened ail together to their view ; by which 
means the fhot would probably ftrike one or other of the three. As 
foon as the chace was dtfmafted, they came nearer and battered her on 
all iieles until fhe ftruck; and if the defence was obftinate, they fent a 
number of gallivats with two or.three hundred men in each, who board¬ 
ed fword in hand from all quarters in the fame inftant. 

It was now fifty years that his piratical ftate had rendered itfelf 
formidable to the trading fhips of all the European nations in India, and 
the EngUfh Eaft-India company had kept up a marine force at the an¬ 
nual expence of‘fifty thoufand pounds to proted tlieir own fhips, as well 
as thofe belonging to the merchants eftablifhed in their colonies; for as 
no veffel could with prudence venture fingly to pafs by Angria’s domini¬ 
ons, the trade was convoyed at particular times up and down the fea 
coafts bythe company’s armed vends, But as this force con lifted onlyof 
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1 1756, four grabs, two of which, however, mounted twenty guns, and fix gal- 1 
-jivats, it was deemed capable of nothing more than to protect the trade ^ 
and indeed it fearecly ever did any mifcliief to the enemy, who failing 
much better than the Bombay fleet, never fought them longer than they 
thought proper: in the mean time, Angfia feldoin failed to take fuch 
■{hips as ventured to fail without conipauy along his coaft, About twen¬ 
ty-eight years ago they took the Darby, a fhip belonging to the com¬ 
pany, richly laden from England, and more lately a three inaft grab of 
-the Bombay fleet: they like wife took a forty gun fhip belonging to 
lire French company; and in February, 1754, they overpowered three 
-Dutch {hips, of 50, 46, and iH, .guns, which were failing together, 
burning the twolargeft, and taking the other. In 172?, commodore 
Matthews 'with a-fquadron of three fhips of the line, in conjunction 
with a Portugueze army from Goa, attacked one of their forts called 
-Goilabby, but by the cowardice of the Portugueze the attempt proved 
mnfuccefsful: and two years after that expedition, the Dutch with 
equal ill fuccels attacked Gheria with feven fhips, two bomb veffels, and 
:a body of land forces, From this time his forts were deemed impreg- 
. nable, as his fleet was with reafon efleemed formidable. Elated by his 
•conftant good fortune, the pirate threw off his allegiance to the Morat- 
■toes: it Is faid that he cut off the nofes of their ambafladors who came to 
demand the tribute he .had agreed.to pay to tlie Saha Rajah. The Mo- 
rattoes who were in poffeflion of the main land oppofite to Bombay, had 
feveral times made propofals to the Englifh government in the iiland, to 

• attack this common enemy with their united forces, but it was not before 
the beginning of theprefent year that both parties happened to be ready 
at the fame time to undertake fuch an expedition. The prefidency then 
made a treaty with Rama-gee Punt, the Saha Rajah’s general in thefe 
parts, and agreed-to afflfl: the Morattoes with their marine force in re¬ 
ducing Severndroog, Bancopte, and fome others of Angria’s forts, which 
lie near to Choul, a harbour and fortified city belonging to the Mo- 
tfattoes. Accordingly commodore James, the commander in chief of 
the company’s marine force in India, failed on the 22d of March in 

• the Protector of 44 guns, with a ketch of 16 guns, and two bomb 
welTels; but fuch was the exaggerated opinion of Angria’s ftrong holds, 

that 
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' that the prefid ency inftru&ed him not to expofe the company’s veffels 
to any riique by attacking them, but only to blockade the harbours 
whilft the Morattoe army carried oil their operations by land. Three 
days after the Morattoe fleet, confining of feven grabs andfixtygallivats, 
came out of Choul, having on board 10,000 land forces, and the fleets 
united proceeded to Comara-bay, where they anchored in order to permit 
the Morattoes to get their meaL on (Chore, fince they are prohibited by 
their religion from eating or wafliing at fea. Departing from lienee they 
anchored again about fifteen miles to the north of Severndroog, when 
Ravna-gee Punt with the troops difembarked in*order to proceed the red 
of the way by land : commodore James now receiving intelligence 
that the enemy’s fleet lay at anchor ii> the harbour of Severndroog, 
reprefented to the admiral of the Morattoe fleet, that by proceeding 
immediately thither they might come upon them in the night, and 
fo effectually blockade them hr the harbour that few or none 
would be able to efca-pe. The Morattoe feemed highly to approve 
the propofal, but had not authority enough over his officers to make 
any of them ftir before the morning, when the enemy dilcovering 
them under fail, immediately flipped their cables and put to fea. The 
commodore then dung out the fignal for a general chafe; but as little 
regard was paid to this as to his former intention; for although the 
veffels of the Morattoes had hitherto failed better than the Englifh, fuel* 
was their terror of Angria’s fleet, that they all kept behind, and differed 
the Protestor to proceed alone almoff out of their fight. The enemy 
on the other hand exerted themfelves with uncommon induftry, flinging 
overboard all their lumber to lighten, their veffels, not only crowding ail 
the lulls they could bend, butalfo hanging up their garments, and even 
their tu rhumb, to catch every breath of air. The Protedor, however, 
came within gun-lhot of fome of the fteramoft, but the evening ap¬ 
proaching, commodore James gave over the chace, and returned to Se¬ 
verndroog, which he had palled feverai miles. Here he found Ra¬ 
ni a-gee Punt with the army beiieging, as they fakl, the three forts on the 
main land ; but they were firing only from one gun, a four pounder, 
at the difiance of two miles, and even at this diftance the troops did 
not think themfelves lafe without digging pits, in which they fhelter- 
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1756. ed themfelves covered up to the chin from the enemy’s fire. The corn- 
modore judging from thefe operations, that they would never take the 
forts, determined to exceed the infer unions which he had received from 
the prefidency, rather than expofe the Englifh arms to the difgrace they 
. would fuffer, if an expedition in which they were believed by Angria 
to have taken fo great a fhare, fhould mifearry. The next day, the 
2d of April, he began to cannonade and bombard the fort of Severn- 
droog, fituated on the ifland ; but finding that the walls on the wefl- 
' ern fide which he attacked, were moftly cut out of the folid rock, he 
changed his Ration to the north-eaft between the ifland and the main ; 
where whilft one of his broadfides plied the north-eaft baftions of this 
fort, the other fired on fort Goa, the large ft of thofe upon the main 
land. The baftions of Severndroog, however, were fo high, that the 
Protedtor could only point her upper tier at them; but being anchored 
within a hundred yards, the mufketry in the round tops drove the enemy 
from their guns, and by noon the parapet of the north-eaft baftion was 
in ruins; when a fhell from one of the bomb vefiels fet fire to a thatched 
houfe, which the garrifon, dreading the Prote&or’s mufketry, were afraid 
to extinguifh : the blaze fpreading fiercely at this dry feafon of the 
year, all the buildings of the fort were foon in flames, and amongft 
them a magazine of powder blew up. On this difafter the inhabitants, 
men, women and children, with the greateft part of the garrifon, in 
all near 1000 perfons, ran out of the fort, and embarking in feven or 
eight large boats,'attempted to make their efcape to fort Goa; but they 
were prevented by the Englifh ketches, who took them all. The Pro¬ 
tector now directed her fire only againft fort Goa; where the enemy 
after differing a fevere cannonade, hung out a flag as a fignal of fur ren¬ 
der; but whilft the Morattoes were marching to take pofleffion of it, 
the governor perceiving that the commodore had not yet taken poffef- 
fton of Severdroog, got into a boat with fome of his moft trufty men, 
and crofted over to the ifland, hoping to be able to maintain the fort until 
he fhould receive afftftance from Babul, which is in fight of it. Upon 
this the Prote&or renewed her fire upon Sever ndroog, and the com¬ 
modore finding that the governor wanted to protraift the defence until 
might, when it was not to be doubted that fome boats from Dabul would 
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■eiideavour to throw fuccours into the place, he landed half his Teamen, 
under cover of the fire of the fliips, who with great intrepidity ran up 
to the gate, and cutting down the fally port with their axes, forced their 
way into it; on which the garrifon furrendered: the other two forts on 
the main land had by this time hung out flags of truce, and the Mo- 
rattoes took pofl'effion of them. This was all the work of one day, in 
which the fpirited refolution of commodore James deftroyed the 
timorous prejudices which had for twenty years been entertained of the 
impracticability of reducing any of Angria’s fortified harbours. 

On the Sth of April, the fleet and army proceeded to Bancoote, a for¬ 
tified ifland which commands a harbour lying about fix miles to the 
north of Severndroog. The place, terrified by the fate of Severndroog",, 
furrendered on the fir it fummons, and the Morattocs confented that the 
company fhould keep it. It is now called fort Victoria, and the country 
about it being fubjeft to the Sidee, is inhabited by Mahomedans, who 
contribute to fupply Bombay with beeves, which it is very difficult to 
procure in other parts of the coaft, as they are under the jurifdiction of 
princes of the ftri&eft caft of the Indian religion, who worfliip the cow, 
and regard the killing of that animal as the greatefl of crimes. 

Rama-gee Punt was fo elated by thefe fuccefles, that he offered Com¬ 
modore James 200,000 rupees if he would immediately proceed againft: 
Dabul, and feme other of the enemy’s forts, a little to the fcuthward of 
that place; and certainly this was the time to attack them, during the 
confternation into which the enemy were thrown by the Ioffes they had 
juft fuftained. But the ftormy monfoon, which on this coaft fets in at 
the end of April, was approaching, and the commodore having already 
exceeded his orders, would not venture to comply with the Morattoe’s 
requeft without permiffion from Bombay : however, in order to obtain 
it as expeditioufly as poflible, he failed away thither in the Prote&or ; 
but found the prefidency, notwithftanding the unexpected fuccefles of 
their arms, ftill poffeffed by their ancient fpirit of caution, and fo folli- 
■citous for the fate of one of their bomb ketches, a heavy flat bot¬ 
tomed boat incapable of keeping the fea in terapeftuous weather, that ■ 
they ordered him to bring back the fleet into harbour without de¬ 
lay. Accordingly on the nth he delivered the forts of Severndroog 
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J 756. to the Morattocs, (inking the Englifh flag, which for the honour of ‘ 
their arms he had hitherto caufed to be hoifted in them; and on the 1 5th 
failed away with his fhips to Bombay: the Morattoe fleet at the fame 
time returned to Choul. 

The fquadron under the command of Mr. Watfon arrived at Bombay 
in the November following, and the fair feafon being now returned, the 
prefidency with the Morattocs renewed their intentions of attack ingAn- 
gria; Mr. Watfon readily confenting to aflift them with the force under 
his command. It was determined, if practicable, to Alike at once at 
the root of Angria’s power, by attacking Gheria, the capital of hisr 
dominions, and the principal harbour and arfenal of his marine force-: 
but it was fo long fince any Englifhman had feen this place, that trail¬ 
ing to the report of the natives, they believed it to be at leaf! as ftrong 
as Gibraltar, and like that fituated on a mountain inaccellible from the 
lea; for this reafon it was refolved to fend veflels to reconnoitre it, which 
fervice commodore James in the Protestor, with two other fhips, per¬ 
formed. He found the enemy’s fleet at anchor in the harbour, notwith- 
ftanding which, he approached within cannon Ihot of the fort, and hav¬ 
ing attentively confidered it, returned at the end of December to Bombay^ 
and defcribed the place, fuch as it really was, very ftrong indeed, but 
far from being inacceflible, or impregnable. 

Upon his reprefentation, it was refolved to profecute the expedi¬ 
tion with vigour. The Morattoe army under the command of Rama- 
gee Punt, marched from Choul, and the twenty gun flop, with the 
Hoop of Mr. Watfon’s fquadron, were fent forward to blockade the 
harbour, where they were foon after joined by Commodore James 
in the Prote&or, and another Ihip, which was of 20 gams, belong¬ 
ing to the Company. On. the 1 j t-h of February the admiral, with the 
reft of the fhips arrived. The whole fleet now united, codified of 
four fhips of the line, of 70, 64, 60, and 50 guns, one of 44, three of 
20, a grab of 12, and five bomb ketches, in all fourteen veflels. Be¬ 
fit des the feamen, they had on board a battalion of 800 Europeans with 
jooo Sepoys under the command of lieutenant colonel Clive. 

The famous fortrefs of Gheria is fituated on a promontory of 
rocky land about a mile long and a quarter broad, lying about a mile 
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fiedm the.'entrance of a large harbour, which forms the mouth of a 1756* 

river defcending from the Balagat mountains. The promontory pro- ' v * 

jefih to the fouth-weft, on the right of the harbour as you enter ; it is 
on the Tides contiguous‘to the water inclofed by a continued rock about 
fifty feet high, on which are built the fortifications. Thefe are a double 
wall with round towers, the inward wall riling feveral feet above 
the outward. The neck of land by which the promontory joins 
to the continent, is a narrow land, beyond which, where the ground be¬ 
gins to expand itfelf, is.built a large open town or pet t ah , for the habi¬ 
tation of .fuch perfons whole attendance is not conllantly required in the 
fort. The river dire&ing its courfe to the fouth-weft wafiies the north 
Tides of the town, of the neck of land, and of the promontory; on the 
neck of land are the docks .in which the grabs are built and repaired, 
from whence they are launched into the river: ten of them, amongft 
which was that taken from the company, were now lying in the river, 
all tied together, almoft oppofite to the docks. 

Angria, on the appearance of the fleet, was fo terrified that he left 
‘his town to be defended by his brother, and went and put himfelf into 
the hands of the Morattoes, Who having crofted the river at fome dis¬ 
tance from the fea, were already encamped to the eaftward of the pettah. 

Here he endeavoured to prevail on Rama-gee Punt to accept of a ranfom 
for his fort, offering a large fum of money if he would divert the florin 
that was ready to break upon'him: but the Morattoe availing himfelf 
of his fears, kept him a prifoner, and extorted from him an order, 

-directing his brother to deliver the fortrefs to the Morattoes, Intending 
■ if he could get polleftion of it in this dlandeftine manner, to-exclude 
his allies the Englilh from any fhare of the plunder. 

The admiral receiving intelligence of thefe proceedings, fent a fum- 
raons to the fort on the morning after his arrival, and receiving no 
-nnfwer, ordered the fliips to weigh in the afternoon as Toon as the lea- 
wind fetfin; they proceeded in two divifions, parallel to each other, the 
’larger covering the bomb ketches and fmaller vefifels from the fire 
1 of the fort: as foon as they had paTcd the point of the promontory, 
they flood into the river, and anchoring along the north fide of the 
^fortifications, began, at the diflance of fifty yards, to batter them with 
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,J 5 ° P* ieces of cannon j the bomb ketches at the fame time plied their 
mortars, and within ten minutes after the firing began, a {hell fell into 
one of Angria’s grabs, which fet her on fire; the reft being fattened to¬ 
gether with her, foon fhared the.fame fate, and in lefs than an hour 
this fleet, which had for fifty years been the terror of the Malabar coaft, 
was utterly deftioyed. In the mean time the cannonade and bombard¬ 
ment continued fuiioufiy, and hlenced the enemy s fire; but the gover¬ 
nor, however, did not furrender when the night fet in. Intelligence 
being received fiom a delerter that he intended to give up the place the 
next day to the Moiattoes, colonel Clive landed with the troops ; and in. 
01 dei to prevent the Morattoes from carrying tlieir fcheme into execu¬ 
tion, took up his ground between them and the fort. Early in the 
morning the admiral fummoned the place again, declaring * that he 
would renew the attack, and give no quarter if it was not delivered up 
to him in an hour: in anfwer to which the governor defined a ceftation 
oi hofuiitics until the next morning, alledging that he only waited for 
orders from Angria to comply with the fummons. The cannonade 
was therefore renewed at four in the afternoon; and in left than half 
ail hour the garrifon hung out a flag of truce, but neverthelefs they 
did not ftrike their colours, nor confent to admit the Englifh 
troops ; the {hips therefore repeated their fire with more vivacity than 
ever ; and the garrifon, unable to ftand the {hock any longer, called 
out to the advanced guard of the troops on fhore that they were ready 
to furrender : upon which lieutenant colonel Clive immediately march¬ 
ed up, and took pofleffioa of the fort. It was found that notwith- 
Handing the cannonade had deflroyed moft of the artificial works up¬ 
on which they filed, the roctc lcmained a natural and almoft impregnable 
bulw ark; io that if the enemy had been endowed with courage fuffi— 
cient to have maintained the place to extremity, it could only have been 
taken by regular approaches on the land fide. There .were found in it 
200 pieces of cannon, iix brafs mortars, and a great quantity of am¬ 
munition, and military and naval {lores of all kinds: the money and 
efFeifts of other kinds, amounted to 120,000 pounds ilerling. All this 
booty was divided aniongft the captors, without any referve either for 
the nation or the company, Belules the veflels which were fet on fire 

during 
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during the attack, there were two Ihips, one of them 4.0 guns, upon 
the ftocks, both of .which the captors defrayed. Whilft the fleet 
were employed in taking on board the plunder, the Morattoes feat de¬ 
tachments to furnmon feyeral other forts, which furrendered without 
making any refinance: thus inlefs than a month, they got poflellion 
of all the territories wrefted from them by Angria’s predeceflors, and 
which they had for feventy years defpaired of ever being able to re¬ 
cover. In the beginning of April, the fleet returned to Bombay, 
where Mr. Watfon repaired his fquadron, and failing from thence on 
* the 2tfth of April, arrived at Madrafs on the 12th of May. 

The detachment fent from hence with the Nabob to colled: the 
tributes from the northern Poly gars, made their progtefs without be¬ 
ing obliged to commit any hoftilities. About 50 miles to the 
northward of Madrafs, are the diftrids of three principal Poly- 
gars, named, Bangar Yatcham, Damerla Venkitapah, and Bom-rawze : 
the fir ft is in polTeffiqn of Cottapatam, fituated on the fea fhore, 
about 65 miles north of Madrafs, and his principal town Venkati 
Gherri is 50 miles inland from the fea. The diftrids of Damerla 
Venkitapah extended to the north and weft of Bangar Yatcham’s, but 
ftreteh on the weftern fide more to the fouth : weftward of thefe lye 
the diftrids of Bom-rawze, which extend ftill farther to the fouth, and 
approach within 30 miles of the city of Arcot. All the three Polygars 
confented to acknowledge the Nabob, and compounded their tributes, 
Bangar Yatcham agreeing to pay 140,000 rupees, Damerla 100,000, 
and Bom-rawze is 0,000. Thefe 1'ums were not equal to the arrears they 
owed the government; but were accepted, becaufe it would have been 
imprudent to have vexed them to defection, as the rocks and woods of 
their countries form an excellent barrier to the more fouthern parts of 
the Carnatic: and indeed the Nabob himfelf was very anxious to draw 
the army from their diftrids, in order to employ it againft a feuda¬ 
tory of milch greater confequence. This was Mortiz-ally, the Phoufdar 
of Velore, whofe riches, extenfive territory, and the vicinity of his ca¬ 
pital to Arcot, rendered him almoft as confiderable in the province as the 
Nabob himfelf: the independance affeded by this odious rival preyed 
upon the Nabob’s mind lb much, that the prefidency, in compliance 
with his repeated and earneft folicitations, determined to give him the 
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1 75 ^‘ fatisfa&km of attempting to reduce the city of A^elore. Accordingly the 
detachment returning to Arcot from tire expedition a gain.0: the Polr- 
gars was reinforced with two hundred Europeans, two eighteen 
pounders, and ieveral companies of Sepoys : the whole now amount- 
ing to 500 men in battalion, with 1500 Sepoys, encamped the 30th of 
January within cannon fhot to the fouth of Velore. The Phoufdar 
having early intelligence of their approach, applied for afMance to Mr. 
de Leyrit, the governor of Pondicherry, who wrote to the presidency of 
Madrafs, that he regarded their proceedings againtt Velore, as a breach 
of the truce, and fhould commence hottiiities if the Engliih troops 
were not immediately withdrawn; as a proof of which intention, he 
ordered 700 Europeans, with 2000 Sepoys, to take the held; this vi¬ 
gorous refolution probably proceeded from his knowing that the Engtifh 
fquadron were preparing for the expedition againtt Angria, which 
would for lome months delay their return to the coaft of Coromandel. 
At the fame time that major Kilpatrick was alarmed by the approach of 
fuch an enemy in his rear, he found the place he was come againtt, 
much too ftrong to be reduced by the force under his command : 
Mortiz-ally likewife had his anxieties ; for next to the dread of being 
vigoroufiy attacked, nothing was fo terrible to him as the neceffity of 
admitting a body of French troops into his fort; although to amufe 
the Engl ilia, he publickly declared that he ihould not hell tat e to take 
this ttep if they commenced hottiiities. Both Tides therefore, having 
cogent reafons to avoid them, a negotiation was opened, and Mahomed 
Iflbof went into Velore to fettle the‘terms. In the mean time, the 
Phoufdar’s agent at Madrafs, finding the prefidency diiconcerted by the 
refolution which the French had taken, made propoials in behalf of 
his matter j and the prefidency deeming it impoilible to fubdue the 
place in the prefent conjun&ure, determined to withdraw their troops 
and make peace with him, provided he would pay the company 100,000 
rupees. In coniequcn.ee of this refolution, a member of the council was 
deputed to Velore, who on his arrival at the camp, found that the 
Phoufdar had agreed to pay major Kilpatrick 400,000 rupees, if he 
would immediately retire with the army, and that hq had already lent 
out fome fealed bags of money, which, as he faid, contained 20,000 
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rupees, in. part of the fum flipulated. But by this time the Pliouf- 1756. 

dar’s -agent was returned from Madrafs to Velore, having by fome ' ' ’ 

very unaccountable means obtained information of the whole extent 
of the deputy’s inffructions; this man now came to the camp, and 
told the deputy what he knew, adding that his mailer was ready to 
pay the 100,000 rupees. In this dilemma the deputy thought bell to 
deny the purport of his com million, and to pretend that he was only 
lent from Madrafs to receive the money, which had been offered to 
major Kilpatrick ; and in order to perplex the agent, he took the re- 
folutionof returning immediately to Arcot, faying that he Ihould leave 
major Kilpatrick to fmifh his own work, and if neceffiiry to commence 
hoffilities. This alarmed the Phoufdar not a little, and he immediately 
fent meffengerlf to defire the French troops to advance ; but at the 
fame time fent his agent after the deputy to Arcot, defiring a confer¬ 
ence with him at Velore, and promifing, with much Teeming lub- 
miffion, to agree to whatfoever the Englilh might determine in regard 
to his difpute with the Nabob. Upon this the deputy returned to the 
camp, and went into the town accompanied by Mahomed Iffoof and 
two Englifli officers. After a fumptuous dinner they retired with the 
Phoufdar into a private room ; who, infbead of making any overtures 
to pay the money which he had offered to major Kilpatrick, denied that 
he had ever made fuch agreement: upon this Mahomed Iffoof, who had 
conducted that bulirrefs, related what had paffe-d ; to which the Phouf¬ 
dar with great compofure replied, that all he afferted was a lie. Ma¬ 
homed Iffoof ibirting from his feat, dapped his hand to his dagger, 
the Phoufdar raifed his voice, and the guards of the palace began to be 
in motion towards the room ; but the deputy interpofing, convinced 
him that his own fafety depended on forbidding them to approach ; 
after which the conference was re-aflumed. However, the Phoufdar 
Ihewed no inclination to pay more than 200,000 rupees, for which he 
infilled on receiving, from the prefidency of Madrafs, a promife 
that he Ihould not in future be molefted, either by the Nabob 
or tliemfelves. The deputy thinking fucli a fum no coinpenfation 
for excluding them from taking advantage of a more favourable op¬ 
portunity to reduce the place, broke up the conference, and re- 
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1756. turned to the camp; imagining however, that the Plloufdar would fooh 
recoiled: the impolicy of his conduct, in refui'mg to comply with his 
agreement. But by this time the French troops were advanced as far 
as Arni, and the Englifti not venturing to commence hoftilities, no 
farther propofals were received from him : major Kilpatrick returned 
foon after with the army to. Arcot, and the French troops retired to 
Pondicherry. The presidency of Madrafs were not forry that the ne¬ 
gotiation as well as the intended hoftilities broke up in this manner ; 
for they had marched againft Velore only to indulge the Nabob, 
being convinced themfelves that their force, even without any interrup¬ 
tion from the French, was insufficient to reduce the place; which opi¬ 
nion was confirmed to them by the opinion of feveral of their officers, 
as well as the deputy, who deferibed it as one of the ftrongeft holds in 
Indoftan; at the fame time that its fituation and domain rendered it of 
fuch importance, that all the fuppofed treasures of the Phoufdar would 
not have been a compenfation for exempting it from the authority of 
Arcot. The conclufion of this fruitlefs attempt enabled the prelidency 
to profecute the reduction of the countries of Madura and Tinivelly. 

Maphuze-Khan after loitering before the Pulitaver’s place until the 
middle of November, returned to Tinivelly, in order to borrow 
money for the payment of his troops, which could only be obtained by 
giving alignments of the land to the lenders. Mean while the Pulitaver 
with Moodemiah and Nabi Cawn Cattcck, encouraged by their late 
fuccefles extended their views. The Pulitaver, more from the fubtiky 
and activity of his character, than the extent of his territority and force, 
had acquired the afeendanee in the councils of all the weftern Polygars 
of Tinivelly: of thefe, the moft powerful was the Poly gar of V adagherri, 
whofe diftrids adjoin on theweftto thePulitaver's, and exceeded them in 
extent and inhabitants : he neverthelefs conformed to whatfoever the 
Pulitaver fuggefted, and lent his men on every call The Polygars to 
the eaftward of Tinivelly were under the diredion of Catabominaig. 
The Pulitaver propofed an union between the two diviiions; but Cata¬ 
bominaig, as well as his dependant of Etiaporum, having given hof- 
tages to colonel Heron, who were in priion at Tritchinopoly, feared for 
their fafety, and refufed. The Polygars of Madura, whofe diftrids lie 

along 


Madura and Tinivei, ly. 


421 


) 


> Book V, 

along the foot of the jnountains to the weft, were follicited with more 1756, 
luccefs, and promifed their afliftance. Mianah, the fugitive colleague '—* 1 

of Moodemiah, and Nabi Cawn Catteck, at the fame time ipirited 
up the Polygars of Nattam to join the league, of which the immediate 
objeft was nothing lefs than to get poiTeftion of the city of Madura. 

Such an extend ve confederacy could fcarcely be kept a fecret. The 
presidency of Madrafs received intelligence of it from captain Calliaud, 
who commanded in Tntchinopoly, and the Nabob from the governor 
of Madura. They were, and with reafon, greatly alarmed; for Madura, 
by its iituation, extent, and defences, is the bulwark'both of its own and 
the territory of Tinivelly, over neither of which Tritehinopoly could s 
maintain any authority, if Madura were wrefted from its dependance. 

The preftdency, although from the firft convinced of Maplruze-Khan’s in¬ 
capacity, had hitherto, from deference to the Nabob, treated him with 
indulgence and refpeft: but feeing now the whole brought into rifque 
by the fucceffes and defigns of the Polygars, they determined to take 
the adminiftration of thefe countries into their own hands. A native of 
Tinivelly, named Moodilee, came about this time to Madrafs, and 
made propofals to'take the whole country at farm; but it required 
time to gain the knowledge neceflary to adjuft the terms. Mean while 
it was immediately neceflary to provide for the defence of the country ; 
but as no part of the European force could be fpared from the fervices 
of the Carnatic, it was reiblved to fend a thoufand Sepoys, which were 
to be joined by thofe left with Maphuze-Khan, as well as thole be¬ 
longing to the Nabob; and to put the whole of this body under the com- 
man. I of Mahomed Ifloof, whofe vigorous and enterprifing fervices had 
been recompenied by a com million appointing him commander in chief 
of all the Sepoys entertained by the company: he proceeded to Tritchi- 
nopoiy, foon after the Englifh army returned from Velore; and cap¬ 
tain Calliaud was inftrufted to fend him forward with the appointed 
force and equipments. 

Meanwhile the Pulitaver, Nabi Cawn Catteck and Mnode- 
roiah with their allies had proceeded to aft ion, and in the middle of 
February entered the diftrifts of Nadamundalum, which occupy a 
couflderable extent, about midway between the city of Madura and 
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the Pulitaver’s place. The fort which commands thefe diftrifts is 
called Chevelpetore, and is fituated at the foot of the weftern moun¬ 
tains, about 45 miles fouth-weft of Madura. The troops ftationed for 
the defence of the fort and diftrifts, were under the command of Abdul 
Rahim, a half brother to the Nabob and Maphuze-Cawn, the fame 
with whom Lieutenant Innis marched into thofe countries in the year 
) 75 i, and of Abdull-mally another relation to the family: the foot, ex¬ 
cepting 200 Sepoys, were the ufual rabble allotted to the guard of vil¬ 
lages ; but there were 500 horfe, efteeraed the be ft in Maphuze-Khan’s 
fervice, who proud of their prowefs, and their quality of Mahomedans, 
held the enemy, as^adians, and of no military reputation, in utter con¬ 
tempt, and encouraged their own commanders to rifque a battle; 
in which they were furrounded, but with fufficient gallantry, and 
confiderable loft, cut their way through, and retired to Chevelpetore. 
Here Abdull Rahim and Abdull-mally intended to maintain themfelves, 
until fuccours fhould arrive, either from Madura or Tinivelly j but 
the men of the cavalry, diiTatisfied for want of pay, and fearful of 
lofting their horfes though want of provifions during the fiege, marched 
away, and many of them joined the enemy: the fort was immediately 
iavefted and foon after reduced, but the two commanders efcaped 
again. 

This fuccefs encouraged the Madura Polygars, who had hitherto 
only looked on, to join according to their promife; and the whole 
camp now confifted of 25000 men, of which 1000 were cavalry. 
Their chiefs animated by this fuperiority of numbers determined to 
give battle to Maphuze-Cawn at Tinivelly, before they attacked the 
citv of Madura. By this time Maphuze-Cawn had prevailed on Ca- 
tabomimug, by the ceflion of feme diftrifts and the promife of other 
advantages, to join him with the forces of theeaftern Polygars, and had 
likewise levied all the horfe and foot of whatfoever kind which could 
be procured j but bis principal ftrength was the 1500 horfe lie had 
before, and the body of tooo Sepoys belonging to the company under 
the command of Jemaul Saheb, whole lofes had been recruited with ef¬ 
fective men. The battle was fought on the 2 1 ft of March, within feven 
miles of Tinivelly, and was maintained with more obftinaey than 
ufual in the fights of this country, until Moodemiah fell; he was 
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cut down charging bravely with his cavalry; the rout then became 
general; 2000 Colleries were flam, and 300 horfe, with all the can¬ 
non and elephants were taken. This victory faved Madura, for it 
entirely broke the army of the confederates, all of whom, and the 
Pulitaver with as much terror as any, hurried from the field to the 
fhelter of their refpeclive homes. 

The news of the vidtory was brought to Tritchinopoly on the 74 th of 
March, by which time Mahomed Ilfoof was ready to proceed: his de¬ 
tachment confsfted of 1200 Sepoys, 100 Caffries, ] 50 Colleries, and 4 
field pieces, with an if! pounder managed By Europeans. The king of 
Tanjore and the Polygar Tondiinan, had been requeued to join fome. of 
their troops to the detachment: the interpoiition of the prefi'dency to 
flop their quarrel, having offended the one, as much as it was acceptable 
to the other, the king refilled, but the Polygar promifed the afliflance 
required. For fome time before the departure of the detachment, Ca- 
tabominaig and the Polygar of Etiaporum had been treating with cap¬ 
tain Calliaud for the redemption of their hoftages, and it was agreed 
that tiie money fhould be paid on their being delivered to Tondiman. 
Mahomed Iffoof therefore took the hoftages with him, and directed his 
march to Puducotah, the principal town belonging to T'ondiman, to 
whofe care they were furrendered. The troops -of Tondiman not be¬ 
ing ready, Mahomed I Hoof requefted they ‘might follow, and con¬ 
tinued his rout, marching, not through the pafs, but to the eaftward 
of the hills which bound and make part of the foreft: of Nattara: he 
then ftruck to the weftward through Tirambdre, where ftands the 
pagoda of Coilgudcly. On the 6th of April he arrived at Madura, 
where he was joined on the teth by Tondiman s brother-in-law, with 
fome Peons, Colleries, and horfe, which remained with him at 
the Company’s expence. The governor of Madura, Danifli Mend- 
khan, wifhed, although he did not know how, to preclude Mahomed 
IfToof from any interference with the garrifbn; but Mahomed Iifoof 
with his ufual pertinacity examined every thing ftrictly, and found 
every thing in fuch dilorder, that he was convinced the place might 
have been taken, ii it had been attempted by no other force than that 
of the Nattara colleries under the conduit of Mianah: neverthe- 
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lefs it was with reluctance the governor could be induced to receive a 
reinforcement of 2 companies of Sepoys into the town. Having em¬ 
ployed feme days in refitting his carriages and ftores, lie pro¬ 
ceeded to the fort of Chevelpetore, which notwithstanding their late 
defeat, remained in the hands of the enemy ; but they aban¬ 
doned it on his appearance. Leaving a fufficient garrifon to defend it 
in future, he proceeded acrofs the Nadamundalum country to Cayetar, 
a town about 2 5 miles north of Tinivelly, where Maphuze-Cawn 
was waiting for him with his victorious but inactive army. 

During this progrefs Mahomed IfToof had not been able to colled 
any money from the revenues, for the maintenance oi his troops ; be¬ 
cause the ravages of the Poly gars had ruined moil of the villages and 
cultivated lands of the country through which he pafied ; and the real 
detriment of thefe devastations was increaled by the pretences they fur¬ 
nished the land-holders to falfify their accounts, and plead exemptions 
for more than they had loft. He found Maphuze-Cawn in greater 
diftrefs than himfelf, unable either to fulfil the ftipulations at which 
he had rented the country from colonel Heron, or to fupply the 
pay of the Company’s Sepoys left with him under the command of 
Jemaui Saheb, or even to furnifh enough, exclufive of long arrears, 
for the daily fubfiftance of his own troops. This diftrefs naturally de¬ 
prived him of the neceffary authority over the Jemmadars, or officers 
of his cavalry, who in Indoftan, as the antient mercenary captains of 
Italy, hire out their bands, and gain not a little by the bargain. Every 
kind of diforder likewife prevailed in all the other departments of 
his adminiftration, at the fame time that the indolence and irrefo- 
lution of his own character confirmed all the evils which had been 
introduced into his government. 

From Cayetar, Maphuze-Cawn and Mahomed IfToof moved with 
the whole army to the woods of Etiaporum, which lie about 30 miles 
to the Eaft of Cayetar : Cataborainaig and the Polygar of Etiaporum, 
were in the camp: the former had by his agents redeemed his 
hoftages at Puducottah, but the other ftill delayed; and this motion 
was made to excite his fears, although no threats were ufed ; he 
neverthelels ftill procraftinated, and his alliance was at this time 
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'deemed too valuable, to compel him by the exerdfe of hoftiIkies. 
From Etiaporum they eroded the country to Coilorepettah, a 
ftrong fort fxtuated near the great road; it belonged to a Polygar 
named Condam-naigue, who on the fir ft lummons promifed without 
heiltatipn to pay the tribute demanded of him ; but continued day- 
after day to fend pretences and excufes inftead of the money : at 
length Mahomed Iflbof finding himielf trifled with, battered, and 
then ftbrmed the fort. It was well defended. The ferjeant of the 
CoffreSj and 8 of that company were killed ; of the Sepoys S with 
the commander of one of the companies were killed, and 65 were 
wounded: the Colleries fuffered ftill more, and all who were not killed, 
were made pril'oners, amongft whom, tlie Polygar himfelf. From Coi¬ 
lorepettah, the whole army proceeded to Chevelpetore, and encamped 
under this fort on the 10th of June, where moft of the neighbouring 
Poly gars, terrified by the example of Coilorepettah, made their fubmif- 
fions either in perfon or by tlieir agents. Even the Politaver with his 
ufual duplicity lent one with proposals of reconciliation, and the Polygar 
of Elerampenah, whofe place lies between Coilorepettah and Che- 
velpetore, redeemed his hoftages. But the Polygar of Calancandan, 
which lies 13 miles north-eaft of Chevelpetore, paying no regard to the 
ufual fumraons, Mahomed Iflbof marched and attacked his fort, 
which was abandoned after a flight refiftance. 

The prefidency of Madrafs after the retreat of their army from Ve- 
lore, had had no provocations worthy the conteft, to induce them to 
engage in any military operations in the Carnatic, at the rifijue of 
drawing the French again into the field; and the government of Pondi¬ 
cherry, conducting tliemfelves by intelligence, of which the Englifh were 
ignorant, were equally averfe to venture any hoftilities that might di- 
minifli tlieir means of maintaining the advantagss they had acquired in 
the Decan, which, from their former feeurity were at this time ap¬ 
proaching to the utmoft rifque and uncertainty. In the month of Fe¬ 
bruary of this year, Salabad-jmg took, the field again, and marched 
againft the city of Savanore, the capital of one of the three Pitan 
Nabobs, by whofe treachery both Nazir-jing and Murzafa-jing had 
loft their lives. The fuccelfor of this Nabob had hitherto refufed to 
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acknowledge the authority of Salabad-jing, and had lately entered into 
a defenfive alliance with the Morattoe Moran-row, who with the 
fame fpirit of independence had likewife refufed to pay allegiance to 
his fovereign the Sahah Rajah, or Prince of the Morattoe nations. The 
city of Savanore, or Sanore, lyeth about 200 miles fouth-weft of Gol- 
condah, and about 30 to the north-weft of Bifnagar: it is extenfive, 
well peopled, fituated in a great plain, and furrounded by a wall with 
round baftions and towers. On a rock about a mile and a half from 
the city is a very ftrong fortrefs, called Bancapour, whence the ca¬ 
pital is generally called by the two names together of Sanore Banca¬ 
pour, to diflinguifli it from another town belonging to a Polygar in 
thofe countries, which is like wile called Sanore. The country of 
•which Morari-row had taken pofleffion, lies about 220 miles fouth 
of Golcondah ; to the north it adjoins the territory of Canoul; to the 
fouth, the country of Colala ; and to the weft, the country of Sanore 
Bancapour. At the time of this expedition againft the Pitan and the 
Morattoe, Seid Lafkar-Khan no longer held the office of Duan to Sala- 
bad-jing: for notwithstanding the oaths of his reconciliation with Mr. 
BufTy at Aurengabad in 1753, he fecretly continued to thwart all his 
purpofes; on conviction of which Mr. Buffy removed him from that 
employment, and in his fie ad replaced Shanavaze Khan, who himfelf 
had been removed for the other. At what time this change was made 
we do not know; but Shanavaze Khan was at the head of the admi- 
niftration when the army took the field, and had as much concealed 
avcrfion to the French interefts as his predeeeflor. Jafrer Ally Khan, 
the late Nabob of Rajahnaundrum, had received lands in the Decan 
in ]agier, or fief, from Salabad-jing, when he made his fubmiffions at 
Aurangabad in 1734; arid, in confequence of this feudal obligation, 
now accompanied his lord with a body of troops: he was adeemed an 
active loldier, and having been deprived of his government bccaule his 
country had been ceded to the French company, bore much hatred 
to Mr. Bufly and all his nation: being therefore united with Shanavaze 
Khan, the friends and connexions of both formed a very powerful 
party, determined if poffible to relate Salabad-jing from the influence 
■which liis European allies had obtained over all his councils. 
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0 Peace fubffflmg at this time between Balagerow and Salabad-jing, it 
had been concerted by Shanavaze Khan, that Balagerow fhould march 
from Poni, to punifh Morari-row, at the fame time that Salahad-j Lag 
took the field againft S avail ore. The two armies met, united, and 
agreed to a lii ft each other in the reduction of their difobedient vatTals, 
beginning with Savancre, But before they arrived at the city, Mo¬ 
rari-row had re-info reed the garrifon with a confiderable body of 
Morattoes, and commanded them liimfelf in perfon. The French 
company were indebted to him a large fum on account of his fervices 
in the war of Tritchinopoly, for which the government of Pondicherry 
had given their bond *, and he had often threatened mifchief to their 
affairs, wherefoever the opportunity fhould offer, if the money were 
not paid. But now feeing the great force that was coming againft 
himfelf and Sanore, he privately offered to relinquiih his claim 
upon the French company, if Mr. Buffy would effect his reconciliation 
with Balagerow upon moderate terms. A negociation enfued j it 
was entirely conducted by Mr. Buffy; and the Du an, fo far from im¬ 
peding, was fecretly rejoiced that he fhould adjuft the terms. We 
have obtained no information what they were, farther than that the 
Nabob of Sanore and Morari-row made their fubmiffions to their re- 
fpedtive fuperiors, and Morari-row gave up to Mr. Buffy the bond 
of the French company. As foon as the peace was concluded, the 
Duan ftruck the blow he had long meditated, reprefenting to Salabad- 
jing, “ that the city of Sanore might have been eafily taken, if Mr. 
“ Buffy had not preferred the intereft of the French company with 
“ Morari-row to thofe of the Soubahfhip with its vaffalsthat the 
u French had never fupplied any money to his government from the 
“ province of Arcot, although it was now five years fince they had been 
“ entrufied with the admimftration of that country; whereas, the ally of 
ft the Englifh, Mahomed Ally, was at this very time folliciting the fame 
“ patents for himfelf, proffering an annual tribute of three millions 
“ and two hundred thoufand rupees, and an immediate prefent of one 
“ million two hundred thoufand, as foon as he fhould receive the pa- 
“ tents.” Whoever has confidered the whole tenor of our narrative, 
will eafily have difeerned that the oppofition of the Englifh arms had 
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1756. left the'French no great gainers by their titular acquifition of the pro-* 
vince of Arcot; and we cannot determine what truth there might be 
in the allegation of the offers made by Mahomed Ally, becaufe the 
prefidency of Madrafs knew nothing of them: however, it appears that 
Mr. Buffy believed it; and the inveteracy of Jaffcr Ally Khan, who 
had always fome correfpondence with the Englifh, prompted this lord, 
although without any authority, to allure Salabad-jing, that if he would 
remove the French troops from his fervice, their place fhould he im¬ 
mediately fupplied by an equal body of Englifh. The party againfl: 
the French was every day flrengthened by the accefiion of other lords; 
and Salabad-jing, although lie refpected Mr. Bully, had not refolution 
enough to oppofe this powerful combination. 

Shanavaze Khan now communicated the intentions of the confe¬ 
deracy to Balagerow, and follicited his afliftance, as in a common caufe, 
to rid the Soubah and the Decan of thefe dangerous intruders, pro- 
pofing, as the fhorteft and fureft means, to begin by affkffmating Mr. 
Buffy. Civilities had paffed between Balagerow and Mr. Buffy, not 
only during the prefent campaign, but on former occafions, and they 
mutually efteemed each other; from which, and his own character, 
which was luperior to moft in Indoftan, he rejected the propofal of 
affaffination with difdain: from another motive he likewife refufed to 
commit any hoftilities againfl the French troops j being not without 
’views of attaching Mr. Buffy to his own fervice, if the animality be¬ 
tween him and the miniffry of Salabad-jing- fhoukl become irreconcile- 
able. Shanavaze Khan, although much difappointed by the refufaJ of 
Balagerow, neverthelefs perfiffed in his purpofe, and fignilied to Mr. 
Buffy, in the name of Salabad-jing, the refolution of difmiflmg the 
French troops from his fervice-, .ordering them to retire out of his 
territories without delay; but promifmg that, if they committed no 
hollilitieSj. they fhould receive no moleftation, in their retreat. 

Mr, Buffy knew full well that Salabad-jing had concurred to this re¬ 
folution more from imbeciility than inclination: and hoping that fome 
favourable incident, in a government fo fertile in events, would fooit 
induce him to recall the French troops, received the order of dilmiffion 
without mamfefUng any relent ment, and faid that he was as defirous 
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a,? his enemies to quit a connexion, fraught with fo much jeaioufy and 
difcontent. Accordingly he immediately removed, and encamped all 
his force at feme diftance from the army of Salabad-jing, giving out 
that he intended to proceed to Mafulipatnam. At the lame time he 
dilpatched letters to the government of Pondicherry, requeuing them 
to fend to that place with the utmoft expedition all the force which 
could be fpared from the fervices of Coromandel. At the fame time 
Salabad-jing, now entirely governed by Shanavaze fCban, like wile dis¬ 
patched letters, which were followed by an agent, to the prehdency 
of Madrafs, requelling that they would immediately lend a body of 
troops to affifl in expelling the French out of his dominions. 

The very day that the French troops quitted the army of Salabad-jing, 
Balagerow fent a deputation of his principal officers to Mr. Fully, 
congratulating him on his reparation from fo perfidious and ungrateful 
a nation as the Moors; thefe were lus expreffions ; and iollicited his 
alliance, propoling that the French troops fhould act as auxiliaries to 
the Moratto.es, as they had to Salabad-jing; and proffering the fame 
allowances to the troops, the fame emoluments to I\Ii. Built hmilclfj 
and as great advantages to the French 'company, as had been granted 
by that prince. Mr. Buify declined to accept this offer, by the ob¬ 
vious excufe of his depeudance on the orders of Pondicheny ; and 
began his march. Neverthelefs Balagerow, with a fpirit of chivalry of 
which as little now remains in the eaftern as in the weflern part of 
the world, detached a body of 6000 horfe with orders to accompany 
Mr. Buffy until ho fhould think himfelf out of the reach of purfuit 
or interruption from the Soubah’s forces; and to leave nothing want¬ 
ing to the confummation of this politenefs, this cavalry Was com¬ 
manded by a general of the firft diilmdon araongft the Morattoes 
for his riches, and of the highefl reputation, next to Balagerow him¬ 
felf, for hA military talents. Idis name was Malarjee Ilolcar. 

The French troops were 600 Europeans in battalion, 5000 well- 
difciplined Sepoys, a well-appointed train of held artillery, two* troops 
of Hulfars, one of dragoons, and one of grenadiers; in all 200 Euro¬ 
pean riders. This force, with the Morattoe cavalry, were more than 
able to cope with the whole army of Salabad-ji 11 g. Aiter cight days march 
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iy c-6. 'without any appearance of oppofltion, Mr. Bulky difmifled the Mor*at- * 

' ■—' toes, making- grateful acknowledgments, and fome prefents to Holcar 
and Balagerow. But he was miftaken in Ills feeurityj for Shanavaze 
Khan receiving by his ipies and fcouts very expeditious information of 
the departure of the Morattoes, immediately detached 25000 men, 
horfe and foot, under the command of Jaffer Ally Khan, in purftiit of 
the French troops. Orders had allb been previoufly fent to all the chiefs 
of the neighbouring countries to obflxucc their prog refs ; but none of 
thefbi-ventured the rifque, until they came to the dill rifts of a Polygar, 
named Muladirao, fttuated near the bank of the Kriftna, about 90 
miles to the Couth-weft of Hyderabad ; who confiding in the thick neft 
of lus woods, and the perplexities 'of the ways which traverfod 
them, harralfed the line of inarch for fome hours, and killed Como 
men, amongft whom an officer of reputation named La Martiniere. 
Marching on from the woods without inter mill! on, they found the 
Kriftna fordable,* and puffed it without delay ; and juft as the laft 
piccpiet had got over, the river began to fwell, and the van of Jaffer 
Ally Khan’s army appeared on the other bank ; where they were 
detained 1 5 days by this interruption, which permitted the French 
troops to proceed at leifure, and without further moleftation. What 
remained of the march to Mafulipatnam, even in the ihorteft road, was 
more than 200 miles; and through a very cmbarrajXed and inliofpitable 
country. Sicknefs prevailed amongft the Europeans, the ftores of 
ammunition were not fufficient for any long continuation of fervice, 
provisions failed, money was (till more fcarce, the Sepoys began to 
murmur and defert for want of pay; and Mr. Bully knowing that 
thefe diftreffes could no where be fo well redreffed, as by means of the 
connexions which he maintained at Hyderabad, turned his march to 
this city, and arrived there on the 14th of June. 

The city of Hyderabad is fituated 60 miles north from the Kriftna. 

It is enclofed by a wall 20 feet high, defended by fmall round towers. 

The river Mouffi coming from the weftward, runs near the northern 
part of the walls, from which it is feparated by a ftrand, which it fome- 
times overflows in the rains. The city extends along the courle of the 
river only one mile, but recedes from it three. There is a ftone bridge, 
but not of arches, 300 yards in length over the river. The garrifon at 
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this time was but {lender, for moft of the eftablifhed troops of the go¬ 
vernment had marched with Salabad-jing. 

The French troops encamped about a mile to the we ft ward of the 
city, and their appearance terrified the inhabitants ; but on receiving 
afiurances from Mr. Buffy that no violence was intended, if his 
army were not treated as enemies, quiet was reftored, and the common 
intercourfes of peace were carried on between the camp and the city: the 
bankers moreover lent Mr. Bulfy money on his own credit, with 
which he difcliarged the pay due to the Sepoys; and they inftead of 
being fatisfied with this equity, demanded an advance for the time 
coming, which not being given, whole companies of them together 
defer ted. Some bullocks which had been fent to bring grain from a 
village about 15 miles from the city, were attacked and taken by the 
troops of the diftridt, joined by a few ftraggling Morattocs, who had 
crofted the Kriftna juft before it rofe: on which Mr. Buffy fent an 
agent named Romi Khan, whom heufually employed in fuch meffages, 
to the governor of the city, requefting he would either reftore the bul¬ 
locks that had been taken, or make reftitution of an equal number. 
The governor, by name Ibrahim-ally, was nephew to JafFer-aliy 
Khan, and married to one of his daughters; and partaking of his un¬ 
cle’s animoftty to Mr. Buffy, treated the meflage with indignation, and 
the meftenger with contempt, who retorted with infolenee ; this pro¬ 
duced abufe, which Romi Khan revenged on the fpot, by ftabbing 
Ibrahim-ally to the heart with his poignard, and was himfelf immedi¬ 
ately cut down by the attendants. But even this event did not excite any 
averfion to the French in the inhabitants of the city; for the people of 
Indoftan are generally fo much opprefled, that if they do not rejoice, 
at leaft they rarely regret the lofs of any of their rulers ; unlefs amongft 
fome of the Indian ftates, in which religion and antiquity hath annexed 
veneration to the defendants of their ancient princes. 

Although no diligence had been omitted, the French army were 
not ready to proceed from Hyderabad before the Morattoe cavalry 
of Salabad-jing 1 s army came up: they were t soco under feveral chiefs 
independant of Balagerow, who held fiefs under the Mogul govern¬ 
ment in the Decan, on condition of military fervice. This cavalry ap¬ 
peared 
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peered on the 26th of June, and encamped about fix miles from tlie 
french army. The next day their generals fummoned Mr. Bufiy, in 
the name oi Salabad-jing, to iurrender all his artillery, excepting the fix 
held pieces which he had brought from Pondicherry, and to relinquifli 
the attributes of his Moorifh dignities, promifing on thefe conditions 
to let him proceed quietly to Mafulipatnam. Mr. Bully replied, that 
lie acknowledged the mandates of no man to difarm himfelf, and that 
he held his dignities .from the Emperor, not from Salabad-jing. Mef- 
iagess of negotiation neverthelefs continued. 

On the 30th of June the Lieutenant of Huflars went forth with 
htdi the troop to reconnoitre, and, being fhort lighted, led them with¬ 
out fufpe&ing the danger into covered and unequal ground, where 
they were fuddenly ilirroimded by a much fuperior number of Morat- 
toes, iiluing from the other fide of a hill, who immediately attacked 
them on all fidcs. The Huflars, as is the cuitom of thefe troops in 
inch emergencies, endeavoured to difperfe, and each man to fave him- 
leli as he bed could : the red of the troop in the camp feeing the 
danger of their comrades, mounted and galloped to their adidance, not 
in a compact body,- to which the others might rally, but all fingling 
out different antagonids; in which irregular manner of combat, the 
Morattoes themfelves are equal to any horfemen in the world. The 
troop of French dragoons feeing the Huflars in flight, mounted and 
fallied to cover their retreat, but in regular order; and the Morattoes 
awed by their difcrpline quitted the fight, having killed the lieutenant 
and two Huffars, and defperately wounded twenty-feven others : they 
like wife took fix horfesj and fent away feven caps or hats which they 
had picked up on the field, as a trophy of their victory to Salabad-jing. 
Their chiefs, elated by this fuccefs, propofed fuch extravagant terms, 
that Mr. Buffy, knowing they would become more arrogant the more 
follicitude he fhewed for peace, broke off the negotiation abruptly, and 
confulted his officers on the future operations of the war. 

He reprefented to them, that “ defeaive as their force was in cavalry, 
“ it would fcarcely be poffible for the infantry and artillery alone to 
“ protect the long train of carriages required for the fick, baggage, 

ftores, pioviiions, and ammunition, through a inarch of 200 miles 

« to 
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(3 jo Mafuhpatnam, from the inceffant attacks of the IVloi at toss, as w idl 
« as Sal&bad-j bag’s cavalry, •which were approaching: and if they ftiould 
“ gain, their way to this place, other evils would be the confequence 
« of their fuccefs ; Knee the enemy accompanying their progrefs would 
« carry their ravages of war into the ceded provinces; and by ruining 
« the revenues, would cut off the only refource which remain- 
« ed for the maintenance of the army.” He therefore propofed 
that “ they ftiould Hand their ground where they were; that altho’ 
“ the city itfelf was too ex ten five and too weak to be defended by their 
“ force, there was a poll: at hand capable of containing the array and 
« all its equipments; in which they flioukl defend themfelves to ex- 
« tremity, in expectation of the reinforcements he had requefted from 
« Pondicherry, and not without hopes that the good difpofition of 
« Salabad-jing himfelf might prevail over the evil intentions of his 
“ minifters and produce a reconciliation, which in all probability 
« would be precluded for ever, if the army retreated to fuch a diftan.ee 
“ as Mafulipatnam: at all events they could at laft retreat.” 

All the officers concurred in opinion with their general. The poft 
they refolved to take, was a palace of retirement from bufinefs, built 
by the kings of Golcondah, when mighty. It is called the garden of 
Charmaul, and is an enclofure of 6oo by 500 yards: it is fituated 
on the ftrand of the river Mouffi, and in the north-weft angle 
of the city: in the middle is a great tank of water, fquare, and lined 
to the bottom with fteps of ftone : at fome diftance, one facing each 
fide of the tank, are four great buildings, feparated from each 
other, and all together capable of lodging a multitude. Early in the 
morning of the 5th of July, the day after the council, the French 
army began to move from their camp ; at the fame time the ad¬ 
vanced guards, eftabliffied towards the enemy’s camp, remained 
in their ports; for the Morattoes were in the field ; who neverthe- 
lefs did not venture to attack any part of the line, excepting the 
laft troops as they were quitting the advanced ports, by whom they 
were repulfed; but ftill hovered around. Mr. Buffy therefore waited 
in the plain until the evening, when the whole army entered the gar¬ 
den without interruption. 
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i 

About this time the agent Tent by Sakbad-jing from Sanore arrived Ut 
Madrak: the letters announcing the purport of his embaffy were received 
Tome days before; but the full extent of. Salabad-jing’s prop olid s remained 
to be explained by the agent in perfpn, Nothing could be more accept¬ 
able to the presidency than the invitation he brought; for fince the dilap- 
pointinent of the expedition, which the company had proje&ed to be car¬ 
ried on from Bombay, they defpaired of having another opportunity of 
ftriUng at the French influence in the northern parts of the Decan; on 
which, neverthelefs, the very exigence of the Englifh on the coaft of Co¬ 
romandel feemed to depend. They therefore with great alacrity allured 
Salabad-jing of their intentions to comply with his requeft, and were on 
the point of ordering a detachment of 300 Europeans and 1500 Se¬ 
poys to take the held; when in the middle of July they received letters 
from Bengal, informing them of the greateft danger that had ever 
threatened the company’s eftate in the Eaft Indies ; to retrieve which 
from utter perdition required nothing lefs than the exertion of the ut- 
moft fo'rce that could be fpared from the coaft of Coromandel. 


The End of the Fifth Book. 
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I N Page 252, inftead of the Paragraph beginning with the Words, 
“ In the month of Auguft Salabad-jing exhibited”—and ending 
“ an cmbaflador from the great Mogul”—Read as follows. 


In the month of Auguft Salabad-jing exhibited another ceremony 1752. 

to amufe die people^ receiving a delegate from Delhi, who brought, as w-v—# 

was pretended, the lerpaw, or veft, with the fwprd, and other fymbols 
of fovereignty, which the Great Mogul fends to his viceroys, on. their 
appointments. He remained at Aurengabad during the reft of this 
year fettling his government, without the interruption of any military 
operations. Rut in the lpring of the next year 1752, Balagerow, 
encouraged as before by Ghazi-o-dean Khan from Delhi, invaded his 
dominions with 40,000 horfe, which feparating in various detach¬ 
ments, committed all kind of ravage and devaluation. The rivet 
Gunga flowing about 35 miles to the weftward of Aurengabad, was 
at this time the boundary between the territories of the Soubahftiip 
and of Balagerow, whofe capital, Poni, is by the ufual road about 
130 miles diftant from the other city, and had no kind of defences. 
Salabad-jing having taken the field with all his forces, fubmitted the 
direction of the campaign to Mr. Bufly, who inftead of oppofing the 
incurfions of the Morattoes into the territories of the Soubahftiip, re¬ 
taliated the fame mifehiefs in their country, and advanced within 30 
miles of Poni. This foon recalled the Morattoes, who burnt all their 
own villages in front and on either hand of his progrefs j and even 
deftroyed their granaries in Poni itfelf. At the fame time their de¬ 
tachments interrupted, harraffed, and cut off the Soubah’s convoys 
of provifions, all of which came from behind, and from far. They 
like wile feveral times infulted the Soubah’s encampments, but in 
thefe fkirmiihes were always repulfed with lofs by the French muf- 
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1752. ketry and artillery. Never thelefs the Soubah’s army was almoft fa- 
mifhcd : and the countries of both having fuffered equally by this 
wafteful war, Balagerow confented to a cefiation of hoftilities for a 
prefent of 100,000 rupees. This treaty was concluded in the begin¬ 
ning of July ; when Salabad-jihg, without returning to Aurengabad, 
proceeded with his whole army towards Golcondah ; and in the rout 
exacted the fubmtffions and received the tributes due from feveral re¬ 
fractory Zemindars ; but the Rajah of Neirm el. the moft powerful in 
thefe parts of the Decan, and feveral others of inferior note, united, 
and oppdfed the army of Salabad-jing, with all their forces, which 
were very numerous, but irregular: a general battle enfued, in which 
the Rajah’s were routed, and Neirmel himfelf flain ; after which Sa¬ 
labad-jing met no farther oppofition during the reft of his progrefs to 
Golcondah. In the beginning of this campaign, Mr. Bufly hearing 
of the decline of Chunda-faheb’s fortunes at Tritchinopoly, employed 
the influence which the expectation of his immediate fervices gave 
him over the councils of Salabad-jing, to obtain a commiffion, ap¬ 
pointing Mr. Dupleix Nabob of the Carnatic, notwithftanding that 
Chunda-faheb was at that time alive ; this, with feveral other pompous 
patents, was fent to Pondicherry, and Salabad-jing promifed they 
ihould loon be followed by an. ambaiTador from the Great Mogul. 
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A 13 d a l t a Khan, With his brother 
Hoffan Ally, all-powerful at Delhi from 
1713 to 17so. make 5 and depofe 4 Emper¬ 
ors of Indoftau*-—- in 1720- Hollan is 
aflatflnated, and Abdalla dies wounded in 
battle, 19, 20, 2i, 

* ABDALLI, the name of a tribe of Afghans, 
annexed like wife to the name of Ahmed the 
king of Candahar, who was of that tribe, 122. 
Abdui.lMaxly, 422- See Abdull Rahim, 
Abdull Rahim, a brother to Mahomedally* 

-175J, marches with Lieut. Innis to 

Tinivelly, 169, 170 and agaiuft Madura, 

170. - 1756, is defeated with Abdull 

Mally, and efcapes with him from Che- 
velpetore, 422. 

Abdull Wahab Khan, brother to Maho¬ 
med ally.-— 1751, Febrtt 4 ty 7 marches with 
cap*. Cope a gat nil Madura, 170, 171* Aprils 
joins cnpr. Gingen, with the Nabobs troops 
from Trkehinopuly, 172, behaves with re- 
fblution at the fight of Volcomiah, 174* —- 
^752, lent by rhe Nabob to Arcot to 

govern the countries north of the Pa liar, 248. 

--1753, Apr! /, his indolent character and 

, profufe ad imni lira tioo, 2S7. his troops rout¬ 
ed by thole-ot Veto re, 2 S 3 .— 17 54, pro- 
miles to furnilh money to Maphuze Khan 
proceeding to Tritchinopoly, 346. fails to 
fupply it, 363, makes a treaty with Morn- 
zally i 11 %, 372.™ 1 755 t has diifipatedl 
the revenues collected in the Arcot pro¬ 
vince, 397. 

Afyjfmiqn Slaves, help to murder Subderaily at 
Vtlore, iu QMaber 1 742, />, 48. 

AC BAR, Emperor of Indolian, reigns 
years, from 155610 1605,^, 17 & 15, 

30. 

debavefaty) Aulawram^ a Pagoda 5 m, 3, w, 

of Devi Co tab,-1749* September ^ taken, 

attacked by ihe Tahjorines, 117. defended by 

cape* Cope, 117, 1 iS* />;, 385. 

A^min^ A re hi m 9 60. 72. 84. 107. 

Adams, commander of the Harwich (hip of 
war, killed OFl&her 1748, fi> 104. 

Adler cron, Col* oi the 49th regiment— 


1754, September* arrives with his regiment 
on the C. of Coromandel, 371, and fuper- 
fedes Major Lawrence in the general com¬ 
mand, 371, 372. 

Am^h 249 * 

AFFGHANS, their origin, 7. eafily and earlv 
converted to Mahomedamlm, 24. have of 
late years figured in the revolutions of Delhi, 

24. oppofed by the Morauoes, 40.-In 

1748, they invade the northern territories 
of the empire from Gmdahar, under the 
command of their new king Ahmed the Ab- 
dalli, 122. 

AFRICA , Coffree Haves purchafed on the eaftern 
coalt, 81, m f 93. A fltip loll on an ifland 800 
miles e. of the Cape or Good Hope, within 
fight or the continent, 406- 

AHMED, the ABDALLI, Treafurer to Nadir 
Schah, on whole death in June 1747, he 
comes from Perfia to Candahar, and 

immediately gets poflcfllon of the provinces of 
Indoftau ceded to the Perfians bv Mahomed 
Schah in 1739. In 1748 he invades the ad¬ 
joining provinces of indolian with an army of 
Aftghims, 122. 

AHMED SCH AH, HA MED SC HAH, t:\dcii 
fon oi Mahomed Scbab.—— 174S, marches 
again ft Ahmed the Abdalli, returns to Delhi 
on his lather’s death, and is proclaimed Em¬ 
peror in April* 122*——1752, appoints the 
young Sdieabeduin captain general, 336.///, 
340. 

Aix-la-Chapelb) treaty of, 35. 130. 

ALAEDD1N, fucceeds Mahomed Nafibrrdin, 
and ppffeffes the throne of Delhi until 1217, 

p l 2m ^ 

ALKORAN, KORAN, when brought Into 
India, 9. w, 26. 38. 52. i6o. 

Jlega, a river on the c. of Malabar, and the 
northern boundary of the country of Canara, 
121. 

Ali.um Khan, formerly in the ferrite of 
Chimdalidieb, enters into that of Tanjore, 

16.;.-7 17’; i, gets pv.4ie.Hion of Madura, 

and maintains it for Chimdafaheb, 160. 
March , defends it again ft capt, Cope and 

AbvSuU 
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AbJullwahab Khan, 170, 171.-1751* joins 

Chmtdafaheb before Tritchi nopoly, 208* is 
killed 216. ///, 384. he left Mi^nah, Mou- 
derniah, and Nabi Caim Catteck, in the 
government of the Madura, and Tinivelly 
countries, 399- 

Ally Do ast Khan, the pofthumous and only 
furviving fon of Subderally Khan, in 1752, 
/>, 266, 

jmhm\ a fort 50 m, w, of Arcot, 30 s. of Da* 
makherry, 127. Battle fought there July 23d 
1749, in which Amvarodean Khan is killed, 
127, liS, 129*///, 130 132. r36. 346, 
city, 53. 

AMERICAN, 6 

A moor. See A nth 0 or 0 

Amour. See Ambom\ 

Ana war, father of AnwarodcairKhau, his life, 


5 2 * 

AngrIA,. ConacEE 5 his rife, and eftabliflimcnt, 

407, 408* 

Argru. 'I his name was retained by the fuc- 
ceflftrs of Conagee, 408. their fleet deferibed, 

408, 409, 410." the attacks they repulfe, and 

their fucuelies from 1722 to 1734* attacked 
in 1755 by the Bom buy fleet in conj 11 nation 
v,hh rhe Mom toes, fucceflb of Commodore 
James, 4*0^411, 412,413, —-* 75 & 

'February, attacked by Admiral Wat fon and 
the Moratroes; Ghciia taken, and thr whole 
power of Angria Jauiiihiiaccd) 415, 416, 4175 


4 t 8* 

An V 7 a RODE AN KHAN, fon of Ann war, 52. 
at Delhi, 52, at Amedabad, 53, at Surat, 53. 
Nabob of EloreandRajnmimdrum, from 1725 

to 1741,53.--In *743*1 Golcondah, 53 & 

55/-—1744, arrives at Arcot, In June is 
prefent at the aflaflination of Sdd Mahomed 
Kb an, 56,57». 5 s ■ fu f pe fted °f parrakingjn 
it, 59. is appointed Nabob ot the Carnatic, 
60. avaritious, 64. inftfts that the Englifh 
fquadron dial! not attack the French fettlements 
in the Carnatic, 6t.«-17461 September, for¬ 

bids Dupleix to attack Madrafs, 68. who pro- 
mlfes to give him the town when taken, 68. 
which not fulfilling, Amvarodean Khan fends 
his army with his fon Maphuzc Khan in 

08 der to attack it, 73---1'«|» September, 

promifes 2000 horfe to dflift the Englifit army 
hi the fkge of Pondicherry, but lends only 

300, p, 99.-17494 hated by the relations 

of the former family of Nabobs, who prefer 
Clumdafaheh, 118, 119-^ 125. had watched 
Chundafaheb during his confinement at Sat* 
tarah, 126. prepares, and marches to oppofe 
him and Murzafejmg, and encamps at AmBeetr, 
126, 127. July 23d, is killed at the battle of 

AmUr[ 127, 128-Mapluize Khan his el- 

d ell fon, 128. m r itty Mahomed ally fits fecond 
fun, 132./;/, 133. tributes paid to AiiWaro- 
dean by Tanjore, 134* vh x 44* bis treafures 


and accounts mentioned, .162. Cobelohg 
built by his order, 262. titfbjbz* 

Apollo, hofpital fhip of MrfTBqfcaww’s Cqua- 
dron, loll with all her crew in a florin, April 
13th, 1749 />. 109. 

ARABIA^ ARABIANS, adventurers from 
Arabia encouraged to leek their fortunes in 
India;and feduced to retrain there, 24 m t 45, 
m t 93- a colony of Arabians erroneoufly hip¬ 
po fed to have founded Maululipatnamvand to 
have given a race of kings to Delhi, 147- m t 
407. 

JRACAN , confines to the s. e. on Bengal and 
Indofkn, 2. 

ARAMSCHAH, fon of Cothbedditi Ibek, fuc- . 

' ceeds his father in trio in the throne of Delhi, 

- and is depok'd by his father's Have lietmifeho 
Schamfeddia. IT. 

Artindaytghi, a fort in ihe coun try of the lefler 
Morava r. taken by Monacgee with the jrfSft- 
ance ofToiuhmau in 17-49. an ^ the caufe of 
a quarrel between Toudiman and Tanjore in 
1755. p, 402. 

ARCOT , PROVINCE OF, means always the 
fame as the CJRNA 1 IC utvkis when the an¬ 
cient Carnatic is meant, and whatfoever oc¬ 
curs under the name of Carnatic, meaning the 
prefent, is put under this head of the Province 
of Arcot.—— Extent of the p relent Carnatic, 

37,-1740. invaded by the Morattoes, 

41, who retire, and return, 43, 44. Ve- 

lore, has the fimngel citadel, 45,-j 743, 

Nizainalmuluek comes to fettle the pro¬ 
vince, 5t. -- 1744, Introduction of An- 

waroddan Khan into the province, 52, who 
in 1745 prohibits the Eng. fquadron fibril 
hoftiiines by land againll the French in the 

territories or Arcot, 6t.-1749, Chun- 

dafaheb Ichcmes to arrack the pro*. with Mur- 
zafajmg, i2i. which is Article with confienia- 
rion by rheir invafiun, 11§. they approach 
the weftern confines, 126. Ambmr, a pafs 
lead mg into the Carnatic, 126, the It. of *1 an- 
jore and Mahomedally exhort Nuztrjing- to 
come into the Carnatic, 13J. the conquelt 
of which renders Murzafajtng formidable 
to him, 136. he enters the Carnatic, 137, 
138. Oingee the flrongeft fortrefs, 151, 
die Sou bah of the fotuheru provinces, how 

much refpefted In this, 162.-die Cole* 

roon and Caveri the two largeft rivers, 

1 77*- 1 7 5 1 * T u t* Matfemedally with 

the army retreat out of the Carnatic, in 
which he no longer poffdTes a Angle dif- 
triil, 181. Myfore is bounded on the eail 
by the foiithern part of the Carnatic, 202, 
Morattoes afiift Clive in the Arcot province, 
204.^- r 7S 2 > acquifuions by Cl!ve*s cam¬ 
paigns in the Carnatic, 213.- JAy, the 

Mylbrean agrees to affifl Mahomedally in re¬ 
ducing the piw. of Arcot, 246* chiefs in the 

Carnatic 
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Carnatic d’lfapprove Rajafaheb, 2 74, 275. 

L- 1 753* potty commanders commit de¬ 

predations, 287- the Duan of the Decan a- 
grees not to interfere in affairs of this pro¬ 
vince* 334. grain imported into the Car¬ 
natic from iiieaeote, 335 Duple! x made 
the war in the Carnatic? fubfervienc to his views 
in the northern provinces, 336, and meant to 
leave a very final 1 portion of this Prov. ro the 

Englifli,339 --1754, December? tranquility 

rellored to the Carnatic* 373. territories and 
revenues acquired by the bnglifh and French 
during the war, 376- —1755, no lioftiluies 
between the Eng. and Fr* in the Carnatic 
during this year, 403. the dlilrifts of Bang'ar 
Yatcham^DamerlaVchkirapah andBomratize, 
a barrier ro the Carnatic on the north* 417. 
Martha the Eng. cannot fpare Europeans out 
of the Carnatic, 421, and engage in no mill-* 
tary operations inir after February, 425. the 
Fr, had never ftipplied any money to the Sou- 
bah of the Decan from the province, 427. 
and had gained little by their titular acquisi¬ 
tion of it, 42 8. 

JRCOT , Province of, w, /, 153. 183. 205, 
208. 243. 265. 326. See CARNATIC* 
JRCOT , N ABOBSHIP of, ^ N ABOBS of in 

- general, extent of their jurifdidtion, 37. levied 
the Mogul's tribute from the kingdoms of My¬ 
sore and Tritehmopoiy, 38. neglected to pay 
the"Morauoei> their fine, 41. Felon, the great- 
eft fief under Arcot, 46, and its dependance 
of tlie greatefi importance, 420- St. Thome 
in 1749 had for many years belonged to the 
Nabobs of Arcot, 1 31* the Nabobfhip one of 
the fix divilions of the Decan, 168. Palam- 
cotah, although in the Carnatic, does not de¬ 
pend bn the Nabob of Arcot; why, 326. a 
line paid to the Nabobs by the Eng. for Ma- 
finds, 338. Madura and Tinivelly neeeflhry to 
t he pother o f A rent, 395. 

JR CO T t N A BO BS H IP of, me ntioned/, 3 7, 3 8. 
42.119133.144.339,367. 

ARCOT, NABOBS of, mentioned^, 129.337, 

ARCOT, NABOB of, or NABOB OV THE 
CARNATIC. Thefe terms, as equivalent, are 
employed i n dl fc rim mate) y; and are fome times 
ufed relatively to individuals, who pretended, 
but had no right to the title ; at other times to 

individuals who had.-To 

Anwakodean Khan, p , 32. 60, 
Chcnoasahes, p, 129. 136. 144. 168, 
Coja Abdulla, p , 51. 

Doast Ally, f , 38. 

Dutleix, p, 252, 436. 

Mahomed ally, p , 132. 

MoRT12.AI.LY, p, 47. 49. 27 s* 27S. 
RajaHsaheb, p , 232, 253. 275. 
KaDATUM.AH, p, 37. 

Sud Mahomed, 50. 54. u8. 


Subderally, p, 43. 

See thefe heads. 

JRCOT ; City, ?//, 39, 42,-1742, Nopnn- 

ber 7 Monkulty it . Acs his entry into Arcot, 
49, and quits ir, 50.—-17 44, April t ‘An- 
wartidean Khan arrive there, 52. dsfiant 12 
nr, from Velore, 5S nt 18 m, 76. * 1 7+7 ^ 

little known to Etir 117.- 1 749? 

revolution tRere on the ba&kpf Jmlfpr^ 1.361 
— 1750, April, Naztrj’ing •wurns with his 
army from Fahlore to Arcot, *46. — 

July, MahomedaUy marches from hence with 
an army, 148* m, 149. returns beaten, Nazir- 
jing remains indolent there, 151* 1 y 1 

1751, February, Chimfiafaheb mar dies from 
Pondicherry to Arcot, 168. and from hence 
in Jfiril ngxmil Tritchinopoly, 171.7//, 172. 
had augmented his army there, 173. Clive 
inarches to Arcot , 183- Various events whiht 
Clive maintained the Port, /, 184 toy, 196. 
Jfint\ 20 m, s. of Arcot, 197. ///, 199. 306- 

-7752, February, Clive marches from 

G&vrcpaui to Arcot, 212 . Abdulwahab Khan 
fent thither from Fohandah, 248, m, 266. 

-1753, March, Morattoes plundering 

near Arcot, 277. March, Mortkally premifes 
DupleVx to attack the diitriefcs of Arcot, 278* 

- April, his troops take the field with. iuccefs 
and threaten the city, 2S8. inroads made by 
fundry chiefs into the neighbouring dittos, 

319. m y 329.-1754, Maphuze Khan 

marches from Arcot to join MahmuedSlly 
305. Momrirow’s country 100 miles n.e* of 

A rear, 363,-1759, April, M dm met! ally, 

requeued by the prehtfency of Mad raft ro 
come and fellle at Arcot, 397. Augnjl ihe 19th 
arrives there, 398. the difiridb oi Borne- 
rauze to ihe n. e* within 30 m. of Arcot, 
417. vicinity of Velorc very inconvenient, 

417. m, 41a-*756, February, Kilpatrick 

returns with the army tram Velore £0 Arcot, 
420* 

JRCOT, Fort of,-*744? June, a wedding 

celebrated there at which Seid Mahomed is 

affalTmaCed, 55, 56 --1751, abandoned by 

the gairi ion to Clive, 183. .v ho inaintai ns and 
defends it agarnft the French and Raj a fa he b, 
1 S3 to 196, Nn-'Cs/ibcr 1 ij, Clive takes the 
field and leaves Kilpatrick to command the 
fort, 196, December, he fends part 01 Iris noops 
thither, 200, bravery of the EngiUh Sepoys 
who had ferved with the Fr. at the fiege, 234, 

-1752, February, Clive receives troops from 

the fort* 209. the fort repulies Rajaiabeb's at¬ 
tempt to fur prize it, 210. December, the Fr, 
priloners coafpiring to betray it, are re¬ 
moved, 275- 1753, September, $GQ Se- 

pi»ys fern from hence to the relief of Trine- 
make, 316. Mahomed Comaul ferved at the 
liege with Rajalilkhcb, 317. The fiege, 
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Jriaiicopang, 
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irianeoparz, a fort built by the French, about 
, m ; 3 w. of Bondichcny, and t ' t trom the 
fea, 8.0. In December 174.6, the flat ion of the 
1 r,* noops in their attempts ngamil Fort St. 
David and Cuddilore, Si & 83. 

Angujc, attacked by the Eng. army wrtflciUully, 
and abandoned by thegarnfon, 99, too, 101. 
biown up. by the Eng. in OBobcr ,'104 Time, 
men, and officers loft in the. unneiieflary re¬ 
duction of this place, 10,5. . 

JRtSLQRK, Poly gar of, his woods begin 
about 50 m, n.' E-of Trite hi nopoly, an 4 . ex¬ 
tend northward to the P’alaru, 396.- 1 755 * 

July, fummoned by the Fr. army, acknow¬ 
ledges Muhomedally, ami is protefted by the 
Eng. 396, 397 **,W 

Jvmtman .merchants, m 1746 hm many good 
houfea in one of die divi lions ot Madrafs, 65* 
v\ hich the Fr. deitroyed whilfl in pofTeiEon of 
the town, 130. 

ARMY, ARMIES,, for thevaftnefs of the ar¬ 
mies of Iiuioilan, See thoic of Azcny Schah 
and Mahomed Mauzm, 18, iq.— Of Maho¬ 
med Schah, 22.-Of Nfcamalmuluck, 5c._ 

— Of Nazirjing, 138 & *53 

Gba ziodi n Kh an, 273.- Sec Lamp. See 

English. See Frencii. 

Arni, a ilrong fort with a town 20 in. s. or 

Arcoc_1751, November, Clive defeats 

Rajahfaheb near Arni, 198. Whofe baggage 
the governor furrenders, I 99 1 . "V 1 7 i>f?’ 

February, the Fr. army advances from Pondt- 
c Kerry to Arni, 427* .... c , 

ASIA, nt , p, 1 Turmecnmn Khan one of the 
great‘Emperors of Afia, 11 
ASSAM, borders on the ealf to Indoftan, 2, 
Astkuc.—- 1753, iM*)' 10, commands the 
Fr. army when attacked by Major Lawrence 
in tire Hlnnd of Seringham, 284. June 
the 23d is defeated by him at the battle of the 
golden rock, 290, 291, 292.1s fucceeded in 
the command by Mr. Bremer, 297* con )" 
niands again in September 307, 308, 309. is 
again, and inurely, defeated by Major Law- 
rcnce at the battle of the Sugar-loaf Lock, 
September 2 ill, and taken prifoner, 309, 310, 
311,312,313* was of undoubted bravery, 313* 
Ate ban cram* See Aehaveram. 

Aichernpemb , a town in the woods belonging to 
the collcries 12 miles w* of T anjore.- 
,--4, July 2 2d, the Eng. army encamp there, 
365. arengain there Attgttjl the i6th,jo, 368. 
Atuiuk. See Achis. 

jirToc river anti city* Nadir Schah hi 1 739 
referves to hlmfelf all the countries of lodotUn 
weft of the Indus and A nock, 23* 

Jvr ENG ni> 153162. — f?? 1 * ^P ri h 

Salabadjlng proceeds thither from Golcondah, 
250. practices of Shauavaze Khan there before 
his arrival,251 * arrives 1 hexp^fwte the 10111,232. 
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Importance and populouftiefs ofthe city, 252. 
— 1752, Satabadjing marches front t haute 
towards Pom, 435. in OBober, Ghaziodin 
Khan arrives with his army, and is jjojfoned 
there, 273,274 Balagerow exchanges diilridts 
near Aurengabad forothers nearBrampure, 3 28, 
Nagpore, 330 in. n. w. m, 329. -— 1753, 
June, Salabadjing proceeds again to Auren- 
gabad, 331. Bufly goes after him, 332. Dnl- 
tabad 8 miles rrom Aurengabad, 333. Bufiy 
arrives here Nopem* the 23d, and is reconciled 
10 Salabadjing, 333, 334, 335. remains there 
the red of the year, m, 375. It lies 150 miles 
w. of Bombay, 405. «, 426. 436. 

AURENGZEliis, Great Mogul, fon of Schah 
Gehan, whom he depofes in 3666; Ids rebel¬ 
lion well written by Bernier; his abilities, con* 
quefts, revenues, 18, dies in 1707, p. 18. 
Weaknefs of his fucceflbrs, ao.w, 22. Bernier’s 
hiftory of him quoted, 25 1 he, Mogul empire 

declines after his death, 36. A vail cannon 
faid to be lent by him to Arcot, 191. 

Autueil, See D’autueii.. 

ATD ERAS AD. See HTDER ABAD. 

AZEM SCHAH, fnn of Aurengzebe, difputes 
the empire with his brother Mahomed Mauzm, 
18. His armv 300,000 fighting men, half ca¬ 
valry, he is defeated and kilted m the battle, 

J 9 * 
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B ARR, Sultan, firfl, and founder of the 
prefent Dynaliy of Great Moguls, his de- 
feetit, expeditions into Indoftan, commenta¬ 
ries, dies in 1330, *,17. 

BAH A DR SCHAH, Great Mogul, fon nt An- 
rengzebe, took that name on his accefiion, 
being before called M a homed Mauzm. Wins 

the throne from his brother AzemSohah. He 

reigned about 6 years, 19. Uncertainty ot the 

exarfl terras ofhis reign, 19 and 20. 

B a boor, a village between Fort Sc. David and 

Pondicherry.-1752 Auguft, motions ofthe 

armies near this place, 2.35, 256. Battle in 
which the Fr. are inti rely routed by Major 
Law-rence, 256, 257. consequences,'261, & 
267 

B A [AZET vanquiihed by Tamerlane, 15. _ 

BALA GAT, Mountains of, the river Ghena 
defeends from them, 415. 

BALAGEROW, BALAZEROW , General of 
thcSahah Rajah, or king of the Morattoe na¬ 
tion. -1751, March, employed by Ghazio* 

din Khan, op poles Salabadjing in his march 
from the Krillna to Golcondah, but makes 
peace with him for money, 250. m, 25? —* 
1752, In the fpnng renews the war 111 rhe 
country between Poni and Aurengabad, and 
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again makes peace for money, 435, 430 
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■ Offober invades the teriuories of Golcondah in 
conjunction with Ragogee Bonfola, and they 
make peace with Salabadjing at Beder, 273. 
with whom Balagerow exchangesdiitnftsnear 
Aurengafcmd for others near B ram pore, 328. 
is feared by Ragogee Bon tola, 329, m, 347.— 
1754, invades and levies a contribution in My- 

fore, 3S8.-1755, invades Myfore again, 

but is prevented from attacking Seringapatam 
by the arrival of Salabadjing and Mr. Buffy, 

404, 40;.-1756, joins So! abating and 

Bully in the attack of Savanore and Morari- 
row, 427. rejefts the propofal of afl^ffinating 
Bufly, 428. to-whom he makes offers, 429. 
and detaches' Molargee Holcar to proredt his 
retreat, 429, 430. Chiefs in dependant of him 
ferving in the army of Salahadjmg, 431 • 

BALAZEROW. See BALAGEKO v'/. 

Balapah, brother-in-law to Moran raw, gal¬ 
lant, killed at the battle of the Golden Rock, 
June 26th, 17 5 3 1 />• -9-’- ,. , . 

M j n c <: ? 0 r k , tort, iiea T oa vanore, wInch irom 
hence is called Savanore Buncapore, 426. 

Baruwfr, on the Mu ia bar Coaft, the northern 
boundary of Angria’s territory, 408, m, 410. 
-1 y 56, April 8 th, for renders to Commo¬ 
dore James—Is now poffeGed by tbe Englilh 
who call it Fartf'ifieria, and it iuppiies beeves 
to Bombay, 413. 

Baug, an intoxicating plant, ufed by the afi'uHants 
at the florm of Ascot, 194. 

Bangar Yatcham Naigub, a confiderable 

Polygar, 60 miles N. vv, ot Madrafs.- 

1 756, Compounds his tributes with M a ho tried- 
ally, 417. 

Barnet, Commodore,fentwith afc\uadroninto 
the E. Indies in 1744, they take Fr. fiiips in 
the freights ofSunda and Malacca, and go tc> 

Batavia.--1745, July, arrive on the C. of 

Coromandel, p, 60. prohibited by Anwarcnlcan 
from attacking the Fr. lettlcmenfs. Icpa rates 

the fquadron into various cruizes.-1746. 

they reunite on the coatl in January 2 (hips 
arrive, and 2 Teturn to Europe, 61. Ml". Bar- 
net dies lamented in Aprils p, 62. 

Basin row, nephew ot Mnrarivow, who fends 
him in the aflilhince of Clivebeftesed in Arcot 
November 1751,^, 196* Fhe hr. beat up his 
camp, 196, marches with Clive and fights at 

the battle of Arm, 197, 198, quhs Clive, 199. 
arrives with his Morairoes at Tritchinopoly in 

December, 205, 206. - 1 75 3, April, killed, 

charging the Eng. line near Trivadi, 279. 

BATTALION. See under English and 
FkENCH, the various terms relative to their 
European Soldiery. 

Satmr , taken by Tamerlane, 13. 

Batavia, Commodore Barnet’s fquadron there 
1745,71, 60. tn, 98. 

BAuasET, one oi the Fr. deputies at the con¬ 
ference at Sadrafs, 337* 


Ember, a ftrong fortrefs, Co m. ft, vv* oj Col- 
con dab, Salabadjing makes pence there with 

the M prat toes in /, 2731 274.- 

fituated 50 in* e, of Calberga, 328* 

Medkcur, Rajah of. The country lies near 
the eaflern confines of Canara ; lie is in- 
tirelvdefeated bvChitterdoiirg in 1749 /, 12U 

BEHARAM SCH AH, depofes his filler Uadla- 
tbeddin, and after reigning 1 years at Delhi 
is killed in a revolt, 12. 

Beitul Failh, in Arabia* The Coffee * tree Iran f- 
planted from thence to the Jfle of Bourbon, 93, 

BENGAL, Kingdom, Province, Govern mem, 
Country ; the mime is likewile ufcdto denote? 
the Fr. or Eng* or other European Settlements 
in the province. Homaion before his flight 
had taken the kingdom, 17* The Eng. Settle¬ 
ments in 8eng. depend on Calcutta, 33, m t 34, 

-- 174j* Ships belonging to the fr, in the 

prov, taken, 61.— 1746* one of Deb bour¬ 
don naisj Ships bears away to Ceng. 63. The 
Eng Squadrqn falho Oeng. in AugM, 66* m % 
86. Adm Griffin arrives there, 87. The 
Medway refitted there, 3 S The Nabobs extort 
money from alt the European ferdemenrs in 

the Prov. 120. - 1752 February, 10o 

Europeans fent by the Eng. from Bengal to 
Madrafs, 209* Ragogee Bonfola and Balagerow 
invaded Bengal in 17+4. /, 273. or.e hundred 
Swifs fo Idle is fent I tom Bengal to the Eng. 

army in Coromandel, 279*-1756) J tl h> 

Advices received at Madrafs of the violences 
committed by the Nabob on the Eng. fettle- 
ments in Bengal, 434* 

BENGAL, BATnf, The hurricanes on the C* 
of Coromandel generally blow quite acrofs the 
Bay, 70. 

Berar, Province, very extenfive-In 

1730, Ragogee Banfob e flab lifted the Mom- 
toe dominion in Berar, 273. Nagpore is the 
capital, 328. 

Kerratoolan, 1733, Angufl* defends Tri- 
nonralee gallantly, 305* and obliges the ene¬ 
my to raite the liege in Stf fender, 317. 

Bern 1 £ r, his hiftory of the rebellion of Aureng- 
zebe, r8, quoted, 25.' 

Blmlatatnam, Dutch factory in Chicacole, burnt 
and plundered by the Morattees in 1734 p, 

374 * 

B isnaGAR, city, in Viziapore, fituated 30 
m. s* E. ofSauore Bancapore, 426. 

Black TaKvn* In 1746, one of the divifitma of 
Madrafs, 6;. The waits weak and low, 74, 
In 1749, great parr of it demoliihed by the 
French, 130. 

Boker aley, nephew of Sadajtulla, who gives 
him the government of Velore. He is father 
of Mortizally, 171010 1732, p , 37 and 38- 

BOMB AT, tfland, and Prelidency of the Eng. 
fettlements on 1 he weftem-fide ot India and m 
Ferfia, 33. The country of the Morattoes be- 
h 1 1 tWGCE 
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tween Bombay and Golcondah, 40.—174.7, 
June, fends a reinforcement to Fort St. David, 

g-, - 1748, an Eaft-India {hip taken in 

fight, of Bombay, Sg.-1754, fends a rein¬ 

forcement to Madrids, 362. the Englilh ft]ua- 

dron goes thither, 375.-1755, January, 

returns from thence to . oromandel, 379. ar 
rives again at Bombay in November, 405 Ex¬ 
pedition projected from Bombay againft the 
French with Salabadjing, 405, 406. Clive 
arrives there with the troops in_ Q fibber , 40&, 
m, 407. is fupplied with beeves from Bancoote, 
413. In March , the -’reiidency attacked An- 
gria in conjunction with the Mora t toes, 410 
10414. and in the beginning of 1736, with 
Mr. Watfon's fquadron and the Mo rat toes, 
41410417. the fquadron fails from Bom¬ 
bay to Madrafs April iSth, />, 417. m, 434-, 
BO 'BAT Fleet, defcribed, 409, 410. One of 
the three mail grabs taken by Angria, 410. 

Bo m r aozk, a coniiderable Poly gar to the north- 
weft of Madrafs, whofe woods extend within 
■ 30 m. of Arcot, compounds his tributes with 
Mahomedally, January 1746, /=> 4 1 7 ■ 
Bonaghcrry, a fort near C hilambarutn, taken and 
abandoned by the Monittoes, April 17 5 3 - P> 
280. 

BONSOLA. See RAGOGEE. 

B 08 CAWEN, Admiral. 1747, November, fails 

from England with a great armament, 91.- 

1748, which arrive at thcCape of Good Hope 
in March and Abril , are joined there by 5 
Dutch fhi (is, and fail May cheStb again ft Mau¬ 
ritius, 92. arrives there June 2 3d, and does not 
take it, 96, 97. arrive at I'ort St. David July~ 
27th, when Bofcawen takes the command of 
Griflin’s fquadron llkewife, 9S. the force by 
fea and land, 98, 99. the army inarches againft 
Pondicherry, and attack Ariancopang, 99, 
100, lot, ' Augttjl 30th, open trenches before 
Pondicherry ; and raife the liege OAober the 
6th, 101,102, x03, 104. errors in the ftege, 
104, 105, xo6. the fquadron leave the Coaft, 
but Mr. Bofcawen remains at Fort St. David, 
107.-1749, In January the fquadron re¬ 

turns. April 1.3th, the hofpital ftup, Pem¬ 
broke, and Namur loft in the hurricane, 109. 
He takes a lead in the war with banjo re, no 
and 118. In Augujl he receives Madrafs from 
the French, 130. and takes polleffion of St, 
Thome, x;x. fails on the 31ft of October from 
Fort St. David to England, i33-_ _ 
Bound-hedge of Po NDiciiERR'r deienbed, Id. 
has redoubts, 102. 

Bov as on. Hie of. In 1746, under the go¬ 
vernment of Delabourdonnais, 64. tn, go.dd- 
' covered by the Portuguese, who called it Maf- 
■ catenas, the Fr. took poflefTion ot it in 1675* 
defer! ption of the IHand, and its colonifts, 92, 
93. 
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BOURDONNAIS. De t„a Bonn conn ats, La 
Bourdonnais. 1746, Governor of Mauri¬ 
tius and Bourbon, equips a fquadron, and en¬ 
counters the Englilh June the 23. 6a, 63,64. 
is received with jealoufy by Dupleix, 64, bis 
fubfequent operations until September 3d, when 
he appears before Madrafs, 64, 6;, 66, 67. 
which capitulates Septe?nbcr 10th, 68. his capi¬ 
tulation di fa vowed by Dupleix, 69. his farther 
views fruftrated by Dupieix’s jealoufy,.and a 
florin which rofe on the 2d of (Jfiobcr+p, 69. 
protradb the re duration of vladrals, and figns 
thetreatyofranfom October t oth, p, 71 .delivers 
Madrafs co oneofrhe council of Pondicherry, 
72. leaves r65o Europeans at Pondicherry, 
fails for Atehin, and arrives at Mauritius in 
December, he colonized Mauritius; his fate in 
France, 72. his great abilities, 72. m, 73, 74. 
77, 78. dilciplined CafFres as foldiers, 81. m, 
84. 87. introduced indigo and cotton into Mau¬ 
ritius, 94. reafams of Dupleix’s oppofition to 
him, 1 jo. is, 264. his independent command 
not brooked by Dupleix, 379. 

Bouvet, Governor of Mauritius. 1748, June, 
eludes Mr. Griffin’s fquadren, and lands troops 

and treafureat Madrafs, 89, 90, 91.-1749, 

Returns ill January, and again lands troops 
and treafures at Madrafs, 107. 

BRACHMANS, the ancient, fuperior in phi to - 
fophy and learning to the prefent Brand ns, 3. 

BRAMA, divinity of the Indians, 2. Efwnra 
twifls off his neck, 3. conjedlureon the prohi¬ 
bition offliedJing blood, 29. venerated by the 
Monittoes, 41. The image of Viftchnu,which 
he uled to worfiiip, is now at Seringham, 178. 

BR AMINS, in general, their fnndtiops, learn¬ 
ing, creeds, obfervances, fuperiority of li¬ 
neage, veneration, 3,4, & 

BR AMIN, BRAMINS, Individuals, 1749, at 
Achaveram, /, 117. nnihitude and manner of 
lifeat Seringham, x7S, 179. collections made 
by the Bra min 3 at Tripetti, 317, 3 iS.—— 
1754, One employed by Poninpah to ruin 
Mahomed Iffoof, 348, 349, 350, 351, 352, 
353. A Bramtn fchemes for the Myforeans 
to take Tritchinopoly, 388. 

Bkampore, City, PitoriNCE, the northern 
part of the Deean, 158. Tumours of an 
army lent to Bramporc by Ghaziodean Khan 
April 17s 2, 250. diftriefs near B ram pore ex¬ 
changed by Bal age row, 17531 P> 3 2 ®- 

Brenieb. '1753-. J u b' ftwceeds Aftruc, and 
fends De Cat tuns on a feheme to betray Trit- 
chinupoly, 297, 298, 299. Augujl, eppofes 
Major Lawrence returning with the army and 
convoy front Tanjore, by whom he is bnfHcd 
and beat, 300, 301./.’/, 320. 

BRITAIN , GREAT, the war declared with 
France in 1744* /\ * 5 * King of "> 6l * Cefr:l * 
rioa of arms, 1 74S, /», 107. the peace con¬ 
cluded. 
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eluded, 130. the mimfiry of Great Britain in¬ 
terfere m the affairs of Coromandel, 365, 

BRITISH arms have acquired much honour in 
Unoftan, 34. 

BRITISH mini ft ry, in 1753 begin to oppofe 
Dupleix’s fchemes, 365. 

BRITISH muon, 193-_ 

Bu d a s r\ h£b , brother of Chundafaheb. 1736* 
placed by him in the government of Madura, 
39,-— 1741, Defeated and killed coming to 
relieve his brother befieged in Triichinopoly, 

44 * 

E v lkley, Lieutenan t. 1751, December^ killed 
at Ccujeverani, zoo. 

Bury. 1746, Dnemher the Srh, marches with 
the fr, troops again ft Fort St. David, They 
retreat in confufiem, 80, 81, 82. 

HUSSY* 1750, Avgujly takes Gin gee, 151, 152, 
December 4th, is fecond in command at the 

battle againft Nazirjing 135, 157,-* 1751, 

January , commands the V r troops font with 
Murzatajing into the Decan, 163. retrieves the 
battle again ft the Pi ran Nabobs, 163, 164. 
appoints Sahibadjing Subah on the death of 
Murzafajing, 165, 166 March 15th, takes 
Canoul, 24S, 249. provides for Sadoudin Khan 
the fou of Mumtfojing, 249. the army op- 
pofed by Balagerow, 250 arrive at Golcon- 
dah, April zd, 350* pay allowed to the French 
troops, 250. June ipih, arrives with Sala- 
badjing at Aurengabad, 2 51, 252. —- 1752, 
Iris campaign in the Morattoe country towards 
Pont, 433, 436. Defeats the Rajahs in the 
march to Gotcondah, 436. O$ofor f his cam¬ 
paign again ft Baiagerow and Ragogee Bonfoh: 
peace concluded atBedcr, 273, 274. obtains 
Coiidavir for the Fr. company} 328. the war 
renewed by Ragogee, and peace made with him 
at alberga in November, 328, 329. becomes 
odious ro t and is oppofed by Seid Lalkar Khan, 
and others of Salabadjin g*$ minifters, 329,330, 

- 7 753 > January , tails ill at Calberga, and 

goes to iViafLiIrpatnam, 3 30. during his abfence 
Seid Liikar difguih the Fr troops, 330, 331, 
332, returns to Hyderabad July 23, proceeds 
with them to Aurengabad; arrives there No¬ 
vember 23d. His interview with Salabadjing; 
is reconciled to Seid Lafkar Khan, and obtains 
the provinces of Elo're,. Muftaphanagar, Ra- 
jamundrum, and Chicacole, 333, 334, 333* 
remains the reft of the year at Aurengabad, 
336* m f 337, — ,1754, marches with Sala¬ 
badj mg from Aurcngabad into Berar again ft 
Ragogee Bon lb I a: peace made in April. May , 
Bully comes to Hyderabad, 372, 373* goes to 
Mafuli patna m in July, and from thence into 
the ceded provinces, 374, his merit acknow¬ 
ledged and diftinguifhed by Dupleix, 379, m % 

38S. — 1755, his powers continued by Gode* 
hen, 403. returns to Hyderabad, 404, marches 
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with Salabadjing into Myfore, to t Setingapa- 
tarn, levy a contribution, and meet Baiagerow 
there, 404. 405, return to Hyderabad, 405, 

-1736, marches with Salabadj iug again ft 

Savanoreand Morarirow, and makes the peace 
there in May, 426, 427* the rupture with S.t- 
labadjing’s miniftry, from whofe iervice he 
and all the Fr, troops are difinifled, 427, 428. 
intent! on to a flail! u a te h i in, 4 2 8. re fpe £te d by 
BalageroWj and efcorted by M hirgee Holcar 
in his retreat, 428, 429, June the 14th, ar¬ 
rived at Hyderabad, 430- his agent Romt Khan 
kills the governor, and is killed, 431 followed 
by the Morattoes of Salabadj mg, who gain an 
advantage over his huflfafs, 431, 432. refolves 
to make a ftand ia Charmaul, until reinforced 


C ADT, the Mahomedan judge in cafes of 
property, 26, 

Caff&e, Caffref. 5, few 5 ng in LaBourdunnais* 
fquadrun, 62, feme as (btdiers,- whom he 
leaves at Pondicherry: they were natives of 
Madagafcar and the Eaft coafl of Africa, 81. 
are (laves in the I lies of Bourbon and Mauri¬ 
tius, 93. where they arc fubjedt to the fmall¬ 
pox and other mortalities, 94, Anwarodean 

Khan killed by a Fn Caffree, 128,-1750, 

July % a company of them ferving in the Lng- 

lifh army, 148.-1751, march with 

Gingen, 171, and behave reiblurely atVuI- 
coodah, 174. and at Utatoor, 174 and 176, 
pofted in the entrenchment at 1 ritchitiapoly, 

201*- -iy$ 2 9 JtMc t the Fr. Caflres taken at 

Seringham cohfidered as ftrift priibners, 239. 
July, the Eng, Caffres, the fir ft caufe of the 

rout at Vicravandi, 235.-1755^ June, in 

the rear guard at Natam, 392.-' 1 756, 100 

fent with Mahomed Ifloor into the Madura 
and Tinivelly countries, 423. 

CalacaA, fort in the Tinivelly country, 30 m, h, 

of Cape Comorin,--1752, fold by Moode- 

miah to the K. of fravencore, 400.-1753* 

April, taken pofleflion of by Muphuze Khan’s 
troops, 400, 401* who are beaten there in 
July\ 40c. and again in September^ 402, 
Calbekc^ a confiderable town and fortrefs 
W w. of Golcondah, and 50 m, w of Bcder. 
—— 17 3 2, November 7 Salabadjmg makes peae$ 
here with Ba'agerow, and Ragogee Bonfola* 
328. but Ragogee renews hoftilities, 329,—— 
1753, January^ Bufly falls ill here, 330. 
Calancandm, fort of a Poly gar 13m. n, e, of 
Chevelpetore, taken June 1756, by Mahomed 
Iflbof, 425, ^ 

CALCUTTA , Prefidency of the Eng. fettlements 
in Bengal, 33K Medway hove down here in 
i 747 t P> 88* Dupleix threatened to reduce it 
L I 1 z to 
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to a fitting town, 578. See Bengal in />, 66* 
87, 88. 209- 279, 434 

Call tAUD Cap ruin,-1753, September the 

19th, arrives with the reinforcement at Trk- 
chinopoly, 309. Scptcmbvr 21 ft, ferves at the 
battle of the 5 ugar-loat Ruck, 310 and con¬ 
tributes much to gain it, 3.12* r 754, April, 

examines Ponia pah’s treachery, 348. May 
12th, lent ro bring in a convoy ol provifions, 
which brings on a general aftion between the 
2 armies, in which Calliaud beats oft’the ene¬ 
my, 354, 355, 356 deputed to the K. of Tan- 

jore, 361*-17 55, Aprils commands in Trit- 

diinopoly, a£Hvc, prepares to oppofe Maiffin, 
396, 397. endeavours to reconcile Tanjore and 
londimmi, 402, 403*^—1756, ordered to 
equip Mahomed Ifibof, 421, releafes the hof- 
tages of Etiaporum and Catabomlmiigue, 423. 

Camels, carry difpatches of expedition, 68. and 
baggage in armies, 392, 

Camp, defeription ofa camp in India, 228, 229. 
of the Mvfore camp, 311, 

Campbell Charles, Captain.-1753, Septem¬ 

ber the 19th, defends the water-courfe before 
Tritchinupoly, *$o%. September 21ft. % ferves at 
the battle of the Sugar-loaf Rock, 310. 

Canarj, Country on the Malabar Coaft, ex¬ 
tends between the rivers Alcga and Cangre- 
com, Bedrour adjoins to it on the Weft, 1 21. 

Candahar, Kandahar. - 1738, *739* 

Nadir Schah invades Indoftan from hence, 

2 3.-1747, Ahmed the Abdallf becomes 

King of Candahar, and from hence in 1748, 
invades 1 ndoflan, 122, 

Candasors, Condanorf, Province* -—■ 
1750, December 4, the Nabob ferves in Na- 
zirjing’s army, 156. 

Cangiicorai River, southern boundary of Caua- 
nr, 121* 

Cantbals, fome in India according to 1 hevenor, 
6, 

Cannon, a vaft piece found at Arcot and em¬ 
ployed by Clive, 190, *91* 

CjN&Vr, KahoUI) City, Country, under 

the Subah of the Decan, 158.--1752, 

March, the City lacked by Mr. Bufly, who 
gives the government of the country to Sa- 
doudin Khan, the infant fon of Murzafajing, 
249 Moran row *s Country adjoins on the br* 
to CanouU 426* 

C a Ft out, Nabob of, a Phan.-—‘ I 7 S°? 3C_ 
companies Nazirjing into the Carnatic, 142. 

confederates againft him, 143. m, 143.- 

Decern. 4th, in the battle when Nazir] mg is 

killed, 156.-f-751, February, kills Rfurza- 

fajmg, 164* 

CAPE CO MORIN. See Comorin * 

CAPE OF GOOD HOPE *-1748* March, 

April, Ebfrawen’s fleet there, 92. joined there 
by 5 Dutch Slips, fail May the 3 tb, 92, are 3 5 


days in the paflage to Mauritius, 96, au Eng, 
fhip wrecked on an iftand 800 m. £* of the 
Cape, 406. 

Carangoly, lore with diflri&s s. of Chingkpett. 

-1755* difputed between the Eng, and 

Ft* Governments, 403. 

Carical, m, 136. See Karl cal* 

CARNATIC, the ancient, much more extenfive 
than the prefent, 3 7, the river Kriitna bounded 
it to thesr* 146- 

CARNATIC , the prefent, fynonymous to the 
country meant by the Nabob fhip of Arcor, 
under which head, every material mention of 
the Carnatic is clafTed, Enumeration of the 
pages in which the Carnatic is mentioned ; 

37 ' 39 ' 4 Ip 43 > 44 * 45 * + 6 - 4 s * 49 * 5 T * 5 3 * 
53, 54*56,5961* 78.84.118, 119* rzr, 

125, 126,127*129,130. 132*134, 135,136, 
137,138* 142*144*151- 1 >3* 1 54* t6l > l6 »- 
165. 168*177* l8l. 202* 213 2 2G. 239, 24I, 
243,243.247. 252.273,2:74,275.278,285. 
287. 304. 316. 326 339. 335, 336,337, 33 s * 
339.341. 346. 367 373 - 375 i 37 6 - 389- 397 * 
401. 403. 417. 421. 425. 436. 

Caroor, Carour , the itrongeif of the frontier towns 
belonging to the Mylbrcans towards T. ri 1 chi — 
nopoiy, from whence it had beenbefieged by 
Chundafahdo, 202 is 50 m. e. of Tritchiuo- 

poly, 203-1751, November, the My lore 

army afiembles there, 203. and in December 
marches from thence to J ritchinopoly, 206, 
207. 

Caryamnngahm, a village near Trivadi. — 1 753 » 
April, a Ft. party driven out of it, 2So. 

CASTS, the tribes of the original natives of 
Jndolhm, uncertain how many, have inl'ur- 
mountable diflinctions, 4, 5. all acknowledge 
the Eramius, 5. peculiarities in food and 
ihedding of blood, 5. 

CATAixmiNAiourc, Polygar, his country 50 
m. k. e. from Xinivellv. — 1750, April, 
Colonel Heron fends a detachment agajnft 
him, 386. to whom he gives hoflages at Shi 
iinaikenpettah, ^90. November, he is-head of 
the Eaftern Poly gars, and refufes to join the 

Pulitaver, 420.-1756, March, joins Ma- 

phuze Khan, and fights in company with him, 

422. 423. treats with Calliaud for hishoihtges, 

423. June, redeems them, 424. 

Catis'nF, de-1753, July, employed by Dti- 

pleix and Brcnier to betrays T ritchinopoly, is 
dctefled and employed by Dalton to deceive 
Bremer, 297, 298, 299. Augujl, is hanged, 
304. m, 320, m, 301. 

Cruwall, the Mahomedan Court of criminal caie 3 
in Iiidofran, is cruel and corrupt, 26. 

CAVALRY, of Indoibni' in general. For the 
great numbers employed in one army, See 
Army. How hired and enlifted, 49, and 

424. 

* CAVALRY, 
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CAVALRY, of Abouilwahab. -1751, go 

over to All 11 in Khan at Madura, 17®* 1 7 *• 
See Abdulhvahab. 

-_of Allum Khan. See Al. Khan, 

__of Bal*gerow. Sec Buhgerow. 

___ of Bazin row. See Bazin row. 

—— ofC hundasaheb-17S*j J u fy t 


are fuperior to Mahomedally's.- 1752, 

J\fay, quits him at Seringham, 331. See 
Chundafuhcb. 

_ of Ghazioiyean Khan, bee 

Ghaziodean Khan. . „ 

_ofMA!IOM£I>ALLY.-I 7 5 T » J 0111 

the Englifh a rmy, *71,1 7 ~•“— 1 7 5 3 j J v b>> 
flop and infult the Nabob in his palace, 394, 
295, and are permitted to go over to the ene- 
my, 296- See Mahomedally. 

-J-of Maphuze Khan,—— i 754 > 

Au*uft, rc-fufe to march with him from Fort 

St.^ David, 367,-1756, Ke has no ctm- 

troul over their Jmautdars or Captains, 412. 
See Maphuzc Khan. 

_of Mora r i row, their excellence, 


364. See Moruriiow. 

_of the Mob. at toes in general, de- 

fcribeJ, 40. their manner of fighting, 197, 
1 n8.-For the Cervices and exploits of par¬ 

ticular armies and bands fee their Generals 
and Leaden, Balagerow, Balapah, Bazin row, 
Ircnis Khan, Morarirow, Ragogee Bonfola. 

_oCMysoRk. See Myforcans, the 

Regent, Vernna, 

.-- of Nizam al M cluck. See 


- af T an tor e* See K, of Tanjore, 

Tanjorlnes, Mouacgee, Gauderow. 

CAUCASUS, barrier of India to the n. 2. Ta¬ 
merlane enters India through the Caucafus, 
13, it turns the cnuvfe of the Ganges, 14, 
Tamerlane in his return repafles the Caucafus 
through the mountains of Sheberco, 15. 

Ca^eki, River, riles in the mountains of 
Malabar, within 50 m. of Mangalore, pates 
through Myfuvc; and near Tvitcmnopoly after 
a courlcof 400 vn. fends off an arm, which is 
the Coleroon, fends many branches through 
Tanjore to the Sea, 17/’ 7,, \ */ 
poly Hands within t a mile of the Caveri, 180, 
w, j i8i, m, 182. ~ ChuckiypoUam Hands on 
the s. bank, 200. «, 201. Caroor is on the 
bank of the Caveri, 203. as is Kiftnaveram, 
206. mi z t 4* jw• 21 7 * 2T 9 > 77/5 22Qw m> 

22 2 ■ 77 V, 3 Z 6 . ffly Z29. 2 3 m '* 2 3 2 * m » 

3 {j8.-1752, December , little water m the 

bed, 2 70. in which a party of the Eng. troops 
are cue off by the Monittoes, 2 7^* 

■ 282, 2S9 Daiaway’s Choultry Hands on 

the s. bank, 299* does Moots Chedinoor, 

'^c^. -1734, January, 1200 Morattoes are 

cutoff by Monacgee between two arms of the 


Caveri, 341, en, 343 * 355 * r | ie mound at 

Coiladdy prevents its fir earn I ram uniting 
again with the Coleroon, 360. m, 364 a wa¬ 
ter courie from the Caveri gaffes between Eli- 
miferum and the Sugar lost ruck, 368. »;, 

3 6q.-1751, Augufi, the French overflow 

the ground round iVlootachellinoor from the 

Caveri, 370. ?w, 389*- 1 75 5 » ~J u h'\ me rivet 

fwelled, 397. 

Caunuof.ah, Vizir and favourite of Mahomed 
Schah from 1720 w 1739. he quarrels with 
Nizamalmuluck, who brings in the Ferfians, 
22. 

Cajetar, a town 20 tn. n. of the town of Tini- 
Ye lly 5 4 — 4 * 

Cerut, ’ the Portugueze on diCovering the ifiand 
now Mauritius, called it Cerue, 92. 
CETLON, iilaml of. Trinconomalee is one of 
its harbours, 63. m, 88. the Fr. have tranf* 
planted fome (ltoots of Cinnamon from Ceylon 
to Mauritius, 94. The Moravar’s Country 
is oppofite to Ceylon, 3 ® 4 - 
Chace, Captain, 1753, April, left in the com¬ 
mand at Trivadi, defends it at fir ft with fuc- 
cefs; but lofing a part of bis garrifon in a felly, 
is forced by the remainder to furrender, and 
dies of vexation at Pondicherry, 286, 287. _ 
Cbarmaul , garden and palace at Hyderabad, in 
which Bully and his army take poll July 1756, 

P* 433 1 

Cncvcipt tore, fort, commanding the dirt nils of 

Nadamundulum.-1756, February , taken 

by the Pulitaver and his allies, 422. April, 
abandoned to Mahomed Iffoof, 424. June 
the rofh, MaphuzeKhan and Mahomed Iffoof 
encamp there, 423. 

CU 1 CACOLE, Province, of the Decan,_ 15S. 

_ I7S3, November, Bufly obtains it for the 

French Company, 334. it is the largeft of the 
4 Northern maritime provinces, 331;. The 
Nabob Jafferally, offended at the celfion of it 
to the French, brings in an army of Morattues, 
who ravage the province, 373, 374 * 755 ’ 

January, ftiptdation in the conuiti nival treaty 
what fettlements the F.nglith and French 
fhouldbave’mthe province, 375, and 376 its 
revenues not defined, 376 
Chieftain, equivalent to Khan, 5a-. 
CHllL/iMtlARoM, C tt ILL A At famous 

Pagoda, 109. m, 112. m, 137. m, 277. B<ma- 
gerry, a fort near it, 2S0. w, 2br.—” I 753 .t 
Apr the Eng Serjeant quits ihe Pagoda lui- 
peitingthe governor of treachery, 287. the 
French take poffcilionofit, 287. April , and 
May, Morarirow before it, 288. m, 305. Au~ 
gujl, the Morattoes and Fr. rendezvous there, 

306.-1754, an Eng. party from Devi Co- 

tah make an incurfion into its diftricts, 358. 
Palam Cucah near it, 359. 

Chimunelihtm , plain, 4 m. w. of Fort of. David. 

-1746, 
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---1746 ^December 1 otb , Anwarodeap Khan’s 

army arrives there, 82, 83- a redoubt there m 

the bound hedge, 255-r 75i, Attgvfi* the 

Eng. troops, defeated at Vieravandi^ retire 

hither, 255.-1754, February, the fetjeant 

and his guard cut off by the Morattoes, 277* 

CHINAy comprehended in the Eaft Indies, r, 
— 1744, three Fr. fhips from China taken 

by Barnet’siquadron, 60.-1752. Dupleix 

keeps the failors, and mans the China fiiips 
from Pondicherry with Lafcars, 252* 

CaiNVLAfE rr, Fort, with confiderablechftri£t$, 

k* of and ne.ir the Paliar, s6t.-1752, 

S&ptember , troops coming from thence to the 
relief of Cobelong are taken by Clive, 263* 
fhmds 30 m, w. of Cobelong, 40 s. w. of Ma- 
drafs, i a m. n. of the Paliar, 264. fortified 
with judgment, 263. October, attacked by Clive, 
and furrendered the 3 r ft, 265, 266, December 9 
the Fr. prifoners at A rent confpiring, are re¬ 
moved hither, 27 5* —1753 it&dUlricte often 
l Kir raffed by neighbouring petty chiefs, 319- 

C HlTt jtPET^OVU -1750, December, Shana- 

vaze Khan efcapes thither, 157. and returns 

from thence to Mdrzatajing, 163 --175.1, 

QRobcr, a French party lent from Pondicherry 
arrive there, and from thence join FUjafaheb 
at Arcot, 197, 

Ch itte RDQi/RG f Country, adjoins on the e, 

to Canara.-1748, the Rajah with the af- 

fiftance of Chundafaheb defeats the Rajah of 
Bedrour, in, Ctumdafeheb goes from thence 
to Murzatajing, 125* 

CittfiCANi on the s. e, coniines of ludo- 
ft an, 2* 

Chou!) a harbour, and fortified city belonging 
to the Morartoes on the C. of Malabar, 410. 

--I75S* March 23d, their fleet from thence 

join Commodore James, 411, and return thi- 

ther in Aprils 414.--1756, February, their 

army marches from thence to the attack of 
Gheriab, 414, 

Choultry y a building in India, for the flicker of 
travellers, very frequent-, defertbed, 187* m y 
187. atSamiaveram, 223, 224, 225. the Eng- 
lifji party defeated at the great Choultry at Se- 
ringham, 269, 270- m, 280. the Fr, dillodged 
from that near Moorachetlinoor, 284. 

’CttucKLi-poLLAM) a village on the s* bank of 

the Gaveri, m* e. of Tritchinopoly.-- 

t 7 51, November, December. , Ch u nda faheb 

encamped there, 200,-1 7 5/7 March, April, 

Hill there, 215, 217. move from thence into 
the I, of Seringham, 21S, the Engl, encamp 
there, and crofs over into the I Hand, when 
the Tanjorines take port there, 232, mid 237, 
Chundafaheb put to death there, 241/^ 268. 

m. 313*-1 754, the Fr. encamp there, 364. 

a wuter-courfe from the rifer there, 368, m 9 


CHUNDASAHEB—~r 732 to1736, a relation 
of Doaftally, whole daughter he marries, gives 
his own to theDuan Gollam Hufleia, andad- 
mioiftera the office in his dead, 37, 38?—:— 
1736, goes with Subde rally to Pondicherry, 38. 
inveigles the Queen of Tritchinopoly and gets 
pofleffion of the city, 38, 39. lufpedfed by 
Meeraffud, 39. puts his brothers Budafuheb 
and Saduekfaheb in Mad urn and Dindigul, 39. 
yexes the Tanjorines and Myforeana, who 

invire the Morattoes, 41.-1740, takes the 

field, but delays to join Doaftally, 42, after 
whofe death, he vHhs SubderalJy at A rent, goes 
with him to Pondicherry* and leaves his wo¬ 
men and fun there, 42, 43 December, unex- 
pededlybdieged in Tritchinopoly by the Mor¬ 
tar toes, 43.-1741, his brothers defeated 

and killed, he fufrenders die city March 26th, 
and is carried prifoner to Satarah, 44. his con¬ 
nexions with Dupleix fufpe&ed by flleerafliid, 
45*--1748. (Hll a pri timer, 118. his cha¬ 

racter refpedfed ; on the death of Seid Maho¬ 
med, the chiefs in the Carnatic look up to 
him; Dupleix correfponds with him, and aids 
in obtaining his releale, 118, lig, 120, 121. 
leaves Satarah with 3000 Morattoes, is de¬ 
feated and made prifoner, but immediately re- 
leafed, gains a vi£lury for the Rajah of Chit- 
terdourg, and is at the head of 6000 men, 121. 
with which he joins Murzafajing, and per- 

fuades him to invade the Carnatic, 125,- 

1749, they approach and arc joined by troops 
from Pondicherry, 126. and July 23d, defeat 
Anwarodean at Amboor, who is killed in the 
battle, 126 to 129. Murzafajing appoints 
Chundafaheb Nabob of the Carnatic, 129. m, 
130. they fettle the government and proceed to 
Pondicherry, 131. Chtmda gives the Fr. Si 
villages in the neighbourhood, 132. his title 
reprobated by Mahomedally, 132, be marches 
with Murzafajing and the Fr. troops again ft: 
Tsinjore, fummons the fC to pay arrears of 
tribute, and inverts the city, 133, 134. 
their flay pro traded until Nazirjing ap¬ 
proaches, 135, 136. on which they march 
back to Pondicherry, bar raffed by the Mora- 
toes, 1 i /i--175°, Dupleix aids Chundafa¬ 

heb with 50,000/. and 2pop Europeans to 
ferve again# Nazi rj mg, and the Englifli, 138. 
On the mutiny of the Fr. officers and the re¬ 
treat of their troops, Murzafajing furrenders 
himfelf to Nazirjing, but Chundafaheb goes 
with the Fr. troops to Pondicherry, behaves 
gallantly in the retreat, 140, 14?, T42 Dupleix 
negotiates with Nazirjing in behalf of Murza- 
fajingt and Chundafaheb, 143, 144, 145. 
Chundafaheb with the French troops beat up 
apartdf Nazitjing’scamp, 145. ct, 146 April y 
on the retreat of Nazirjing to Arcor, the Fr. 
troops take Trivadi, In July % fkirmifhagainft 

the 
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^he EngHfliand Mahomedally. I nAngufl, with 
3000 of Ghimdafaheb's horfe, they intirely 
rout Mahomed ally's army, left by the Englifll, 
14^10 151* and take Gingee, iCt, 152, 153. 
the con (piracy of the ^nan Nabobs proceeds 
at the lame time that Dupleb is_ negotiating 
with Nazirjing, whu on r he 41 h of December is 
attacked by the hr, troops and killed by the 
Nabob of Cud'dpah, 15310156. Mahomed- 
all y dreading Chupdafahebffies, 157. joy of 
Dupleix and Chundaftheb at Pondicherry, 
1 58, i 59. December , Murzafajlng con.es there 
and declares Chundaftheb Nabob of Arcot, 

i6r.-7731* who marches with his own 

troops and 800 French from Pondicherry to 
Arcot, where he ts acknowledged Nabob, and 
even by Mortizally, 168. The officers in Ti- 
nivelly inclined to him; Allum Khan at Ma¬ 
dura declares for him, 169. March, preparing 
to march again ft T ritchi nopoly, 17 it, April, 
his troops in Verdachelmn furrender, 172, 
encounters the Englifh and Nabob's army at 
Voleondah, and gains an ad van cage over them. 
172, jyj, 174* follows them to SJtatoor, 174. 
operations between the two armies there, 174, 
175,176, 177. follows them toSeringham, and 
takes pdflemon of the great Pagoda, 180. the 
Fr. take Coiladdy, 180, 181 * They with Chmv- 
dafahebVarray croft the Caveri and encamp to 
theE.of Tritchinopoly, iSu his troops greatly 
out-number Mahomedally's, 183. September, 
4000 of his troops detached to attack Clive in 
Arcot under the command of his fon Rajah- 
faheb, 186. m, 192. In the interval beleaguers 
Tritchinopoly, 200, 201, 202. feme of his 
cavalry flrirmiffi with the party of Myforeans 
and Captain Dalton, 203. December r 200 of 
them beaten up by Iniiis Khan, 204* who prof¬ 
fers with his 500 to fland the whole of Chun- 

dnfaheVs which were 1 2,000 *p y 205.--1752, 

February i ilate of his army, which is 1 now 
equalled by Mahomedally’s, 208. m 7 209. his 
ion's troops in the Carnatic take fervice w r iih 
chiefs attached to him, 213. Moran row be¬ 
gins to treat with him, 214* March 28th, 
cannonade between the two armies on the arri¬ 
val of the reinforcement with Lawrence and 
Clive; Allum Khan killed, 214, 215, 216. 
April 1 ft, Dalton lent to furprize his camp, is 
milled, 2t 7. on which the Fr. oblige Chunda- 
faheb much again ft his own opinion to crofs 
over with them into the L of Senngham, 218* 
Morarirow quits bis correfpomience with 
Chtmdafaheb, 220* April 6th, Clive detached 
to Sami a vara m, his fucceiles on that fide the 
Coleroon until the 14th of May, 22 r to 228. 
when he cannonades the camp of Chundafa- 
heb in the illand, 228, 229. moft of whofe 
officers and troops leave him* 231. with the 
reft he goes into the Pag, of Seringham, 231, 
332. Law defpairing of fuccour, anxious for 
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the fate of Chimdafaheb, 23 3, and treats with 
Monacgee tor his efcape, 236, 237* who 
puts him fell into Monacgee's hands, and is 
made a priibner, 237, 238. difpures amongft 
the allies concerning him, 240. his army to¬ 
tally reduced and difperfed, 239. is put to 
death bv Monacgeeft order, and his head lent 
to Muhomedally, 240, 241, who treats it 
with ignominy, 241, merits of his character, 
242, JAy, the Chiefs in bis intereft in the 
Carnatic are not yet reduced, 243. the reduc¬ 
tion* of his power, an advantage 10 the Myfo- 
reams, 244. Pondicherry alarmed, but Du¬ 
pleix not deprefled at his death, 248. m % i 52. 
before Chmidaftheb’s death Bufly obtained a 
com million from Sahibadjing, appointing Du¬ 
pleix Nabob of the Carnatic, 436. Dupleix 
prod rims his fon Rajahfaheb, 253. 266. 

his talents not equalled in his ion, 274, 275. 
praifed by Dupleix, 278. his fate deters Ma¬ 
homed Comaul, 317. m, 337.- r 7 S 4 > J a ~ 

?mary , patents of his titles produced at Sadraft, 
338- m, 339. he brought Maphoze Khan 
from Am boor to Pondicherry, 346. m, 378* 
m , 381, The Moravar apologizes for having 
fided with him, 384. the Fr. alien his preten¬ 
tions to the Madura and Tinivelly countries, 
396. m, 399. w, 403. 

Clarice, Captain, 175 t• July, bis party with 
Clive’s fights a Fi% detachment at Condo re, 182. 

CLIVE.-1748, September , as Eniign, anddif- 

tinguidles himfeir before Pondicherry, 102. 

-1749, Augufi\ and at Devi Corah, 115. 

went to India in the mercantile fervice of the 
Company, is appointed Com mill ary to the 

troops, t8i.-1751. ferves in the 

fight at Voleonchh, 174. and in the detach- 
^ment which relieves Verduchelum, he and 
Pi got attacked in their return, 18 r, 1S2. 
July, is appointed a Captain, and with Captain 
Clarke bears th^ Fr. party at Con do re, 1S2. 
marches from Mad raft on the 26th of Auguji 
with 200 Europeans and ^oo Sepoys, 183. Sep¬ 
tember 1 ft, takes polled!on of the fort of Arcot, 
1S4. various operations, fiege and defence of 
the fort, and repo lie ot the florm November 
1*4, from pi 184 (0 196* November 19, L live 
takes the field, is joined by Bafinrow tic Mo¬ 
ral toe, 196, 197. they defeat Raj ah faheb at 
Ami, and get feme of his effects from the 
governor, 197, 198, 199* he inlifts 6co of 
the enemy's Sepoy?/199. December, takes the 
pagoda of Conjeveram, 199, 200. returns to 
jVIudrafs and Fort St. David, 200, m, 204. 
1752. February, takes the field from Madraft, 
209. follows and defeats the Fr. and Rajafa- 
heb at Covrepauk, 210, in, 212. marches 
to Arcor, from thence towards Velore, is re¬ 
called to Fort St. David, and deftreys the 
town of Dupleix Fateabad, 213. the extent 
of territory recovered by him in the Carnatic, 
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s 13. March, r 4th, -proceeds w i th Major Law¬ 
rence and tbe rei nforcements to T mcbinoptdy, 
ji j. oppofes the enemy's cannonade at Coii- 
addy, a 14- afitivc in the general cannonade be¬ 
tween the two armies, a 15, 216. April 6th,_ 
detached with a large force to the north of 
the Coleroon, and encamps at Sarnia vara in, 
210, 221. his detachments take Munfurpett 
and Lalguddv, 221 and 222. April 14th, 
marches to Utatoor, but returns immediately 
on D’Auteil’sretreat, 222. and is attacked in 
the night by a con fide ruble detachment of the 
Fr. army, which lie defeats after various mif- 
takes and adventures, 222 10226. is joined by 
Dalton, 227, 228. May 14th, moves, and 
on the 15th cannonades the enemy’s camp on 
the ifland, 228, 229. takes Pitcbandnh, 229, 
230. grants pail ports toChundafalieb’s swops, 
parrot whom come over to him, 211. #t, 232. 
May 27th, marches, defeats, and takes D’Au- 
tuelPs reinforcement In Volcondah, 233, 234., 
233. theFr. in Seringham having capitulated, 
Cli ve rejoins the main body on the ifland, 239. 
? r„ 240. he-timber, takes Cobelong, and beats 
a reinforcement, 261, 262, 263, 264* takes 
Chinglapct, 264. 263, a66. obliged by ill- 
nefs to quit the field, and to return to Europe, 
a66.fjr, 279. Mahomed Ifibofinlifledunder him 

in 1731, p, 347> m r 3 § f * m i 3 ® 2, P-1 7 S 5 * 

in England, appointed a Lieutenant Colonel, 
governor of Fort. St. David, andfent to Bom¬ 
bay to command, in cafe of the abfenceofCol. 
Scot, the expedition projefled a gain ft Salabad- 
jing. 406. OHoler, arrives with rhe troops at 

Bombay, 406. m, 407-- 1 7 $ 6 » February, 

commands the land forces again it Gneriah, 

414- 416- 

Cobelcvg, a fort, #1, 261* neat the fen, 20 m. s. of 
Mad raft, built by Anwarpdean, furprized by 

theFr.landing fromafliipin 262. - 

1732. September, taken by Clive, 261 to 263. 
who beats a party coming to irs relief. 264. 

OHoler, its fortifications Mown up, 266,^ 

Coes in, city on the Malabar C-oafl ; the K. of 
Travencove has extended his dominions to the 
boundaries of Cochin. 400. 

Coffee-tree, tranfplanted from Beit ul Fackih in 
Arabia, to the I. of Bourbon, 93, 

Coffrees. See CafiVcs. 

Co]h A a mu. la Khan, - I 7-t5* fr t ' nerai °1 

Nizamillmuluck, when he came into the Car¬ 
natic, appointed Nabob of Arcot, reeonducts 
tlr-‘ army to Golcondah, 5 1, is found dead on 
the night before he was to let out lor Arcot, 

3 2, is iuececded by Anivarudean Khan, 5 3 ■ 

Ceiiabby, on the Malabar C. one of Anglia’s 
tfrong holds • — 1722, attacked by Com. Ma¬ 
thew’s Squadron and u Portuguefe army from 
Goa, unfuccefifully, 410, 

Coitaddy, JCoiladdy , a fort fituated at the eaflern 
extremity of the ifland of Seringham, 177. a 
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mile e. of rhe great mound, 180. - i«r. 

Jug lift, well defended by Trufler, but aban¬ 
doned, 180, 181. aFr. party Cent from thence 

to Con do re, 182. -175 • March, the Eng- 

life line of inarch cannonaded from hence, 
2:4. April, fuppSies provifions to the enemy 
at Seringham, 221, Jpril the 26th, taken 

by Monacgee, 226.- OHober, the 

Engiife army go into cantonments there, 316. 
#1, 319. #1,320. November 26th, the firing 
at the aliauIt on Tritchinopoly heard there. 
December <d. the army return from thence, 

324,-1754, May 24th, taken by Maiffn, 

who cuts through the mound, 360. C.ipt. /of. 
Smith detached Lhither to proted the labourers 
repairing tbe mound, 371 and 372, 

Cot!ruddy, a Pagoda, 8 m, e. of Madura.- 

1733. April, the Governor of Madura re¬ 
tires thither. Colonel Heron takes the Pagoda, 
and the foldiers plunder the images, 384, 385. 
which the Collettes afterwards revenge, 9 f _ 
and 394. the Pagoda hands in the town of 
Tirambore, 423. 

Coilorepettab, a fort in the Tinivelly country, 
belonging to the Ppljfgar Condommugue, 
taken by afl’auk by Mahomed lilbof, 'June, 

1756. 4 2 S- , , 

country, bounds the country of Mo¬ 
ran row to the s. 426. 

Cot-LERIES, - 1732. February , 3000 lent by 

Tondiman to the afliftance of Mahomed.illy,_ 
208. feme contribute to dilcover the rrcafun of 
Poniapah, 348, 349 i anc | 35 2 * Atchempet- 
tah belongs to the Colleries, 363* their cha- 
rafl’er, two fleal the horfes of Col. Lawrence 
and Clive, 381, 582. not fo atrocious as de- 
feribed by Father Martin, 755 * 

May, manner in which the Col.eries of La- 
cherraig defended their place againft the Eng. 
383. deteflthe Eng. for plundering the images 
ac Coiiguddy, 385. flab a party of Eng. Se¬ 
poys aflerep, 391. attack tlie Eng. army in the 
pais of Nattam, and recover iheir gods, 393, 
394. June, fivarm abroad on the departure 
01 the Eng. army from Tinivelly, 399. The 
Pufltavev fends his Collevies abroad to plunder, 
4Q i,-1736, March, i 50 Col I erics ferving 

with Mahomed Ifibof, 4 2 3 v, 

CfjLF.Roo,\, river, bounds Tnnjorc to the s. 

!o53. ;749* ( “ e Eng- troops for thedirA 

time crofs the Coleroon, 109. At Devi Lo¬ 
tah, the river within the bar is capable or re¬ 
ceiving {hips of burthen, 1 12. the fbips lent 
again it Devi Cotah, anchor at the mouth of 
the river, 113. m, 13 3 ■ w *. ! 37 * w r m, 
169. is an arm of the Caved, and the firlt 20 
miles of their feparation forms the I. of Se- 
v.ngham, 17y, 178. fubjedf to fudden altera¬ 
tions, 179.- 1 7.5 r » \f tt by cfofled by tlie 

Eng. army retreating to Tritchtnopoly, t”9- 

t „ jg!,-1752. April, Chundaiaheb’s 

arroy 
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apny m tlie I, of Seringham encamp along 
the Coleroon, 218. May, Clive detached to 
take poft North of the Coteroon, 220, 221# 
La%uddy clofe to the Coleroon, 222. m, 222, 
m, 225, PUchandah is on the n. bank, 226. 
m, 228. a mound on the bank from Pitchan- 
dahcothc w. 228. 15 Frenchmen jump from 
the wall of Fitchandah into die river and are 
drowned, 330. m, 231, m, 232*?;/, 268* vi, 277* 
the river is near Chilkmbrum, 28 u m, 304. 
m, 316./?/, 342, m, 354. May, fome of the 
Eng, Sepoys retreating from Palamcotah, 
drowned in the Colerogn, by a fudden fwell, 
359, the mound atCoiladdy prevents it from 
running into the Caveri, 360- m , 363. 367# 
the woods of Wartorepollam extend almoft to 

the Coleroon, 306.- 1755. July the 9th, 

the Cokroon and Caveri Cwelled, 397, 

Centura bay, on the C* of Malabar, 15, m. N. 

of Severndroog-1755, Abril, the Bombay 

and Morattoe fleets anchor there, 411. 
Comorin Caps, m, 40, from Mafuhpatnam to 
C, Comorin, there is no port capable of re¬ 
ceiving a fhip of 300 tons burthen, 1 u* m, 
125. "The Subah of the Decan rules from 
Erampore to C Comorin, 158* the territory 
of Tinivelly extends to C. Comorin, 169* 
TheColleries are the inhabitants of the woods 
which extend from Tritchinopoly to C. Como¬ 
rin, 208. The ^authority of Arcot extends 
from the R. Peaarto this Cape, 245. On the 
Malabar Coaft, it terminates the kingdom of 
Travencore, 400* the Malabar Coail from C. 
Comorin to Surat is in ter feci ed by many 
Rivers, 407. 

CONAGEE AnGRIA. See AnGRIA, 
Cctiandet'ccih'i a town in the woods halfway be¬ 
tween Tritchinopoly and Tanjore.— 1753- 
July, the Eng. army halt there, 296* 
Condamnaigue, Polygar of Coilorepettab, June 
1736, made a prifoner when his place was 
ftormed by Mahomed Iftbof, 425, 

Co AT D Ji N 0 R R. See Ca N DAN ORE. 

Con DAVIE, Pruv j n ce ,- x 7 5 2 . N&vsmbcr ob - 

mined by MJkfiV' it adjoins to the dj thrifts 
of Mufulipatnam, 328 m , 334, extends be¬ 
tween the rivers Kriftna and Gundegama, 
335, its annual revenue rated at 1 80000 ru¬ 
pees, 335.——1734. The Moral toes, who 
had ravaged'C h icacole, paft through Co'ndavir 
in their return, 374. m, 376. 

Comlorc, Conde&r, a town 10 m from Tanjore. 

- l 7h T * J u h\ Captain Clatke and Clive 

defeat a Fr- party there, 182. -- 1 7 5 3, April, 

the K. of Tanjore vifits the Nabob Maho- 

medally and Major Lawrence here, 281.-- 

1756. July, the K. deputes Monacgee to vifit 
the Nabob here, 397, 

Cenjeverani) a confelentblo town and pagoda, 
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40 m. inland from Madrafr.-**7$r. Angujl 

29th, Clive marching to .Arcot pafles through 
it, 183. RajahfahcVs troops take pofl in the 
pagoda to intercept 2 eighteen pounders, going 
to Clive, but retire on the approach of a de¬ 
tachment from Arcot, 185- the Pagoda gar- 
rifcned by the French during the fiege of 
Arcot. Clive takes it in December, 199, 200. 

m , 208.-1752. January, Rajafaheb takes 

pofieinoo of it again, and repairs the walls, 

209, it Uirrenders again to Clive, 210.- 

1754. April, Maphuze Khan loitering there, 
347. until the month of July, 362- when he 
marches with the Eng. reinforcement from 
thence to Tritchinopoly, 362, 363. m, 372, 

Coolies, the carriers of burthens m Indoftan, 

79. m, 81.-1749* many of 1 hem drowned 

at J 5 ev T j>Cotah, 112. m, 115* z 7 0, m > 37 1 * 

Cooper, Lieutenant. - 1752. September, 

killed at Cobelong, 262. 

CqraGehjnasaiu An warodean Khan had 
been the governor there, 52. 

Cootaparah, $ m, n. e. of Elimifcrum, and 5 

w. of Kelli Cotah, 344.-^ 1754* February 

the 12th, the Eng. detachment with the com¬ 
pany of grenadiers cu t off, 344, 343. 

Cope, Captain* - 1 749- communis the firfi 

expedition into Tanjore, 109, 110,111, 112. 
ferves under Major Lawrence m the fecond, 
and defends Achaveram, 117, x 18——1750. 
July , commands the Eng. iorces fent to join 
Mahomed ally at Trivadi, 148, a cannonade 
with the French, 149* differs in opinion with 
Mahcmcdally concerning the operations, and 
is recalled with the troops to Fort Sr. David 
in Augujl, 149, 150. Beamier, thinks it 
hazardous 10 attack the Fr. troops returning to 
Pondicherry with the treafures of Nazirjing, 
168.——1751. fent with a detachment of 
Europeans and Sepoys to Mahomed ally at 
Tritchinopoly, 168. attacks Madura and is 
repuifed, 169, 170. fends ioq Europeans to 
join the Enghfh army, 172. December, fent to 
command the detachment at Kiflnaveram, 
206. is mortally wounded there, 207. 

COROMANDEL,CO AST OF,m, 2$. Madrafr 
the Presidency of the Englifh fettlements on 
this C\ 33, m , 34 ,71 i, 35.-— 1745. Barnet's 
fquadrOn appears on the Coail:, 60. and leaves 
it, 61. —- 1746 I)elab01*ftIon nais appea vs , 
62* m, 64. m , 65. m, 66. the Goaft dangerous 
for flaps from the 1 5th of OB&bet' to t he 20th 
o l December, 69 anti 70- the Southern monfoon 
feu in in April, 70. the rum of Delabour- 
dunnais fquadrou, the criiife of the fubfequeut 
events on the C. 73 alter the lofsoi IMadrafs, 
Fort St. David takes the rule of the Englifh 
fenlemecrs on the C. 78——1747 Feb. the 
Fr. Ships fail away to avoid the Loglifh, 8; t 
M m in the 
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the Fr- force on fhore greatly fuperior to the 
Eng, 86- 92* the voyage from Mauritius to 

theC- is made in a month from April lo OA- 

ler y 96- 97- the neareft pafiage, 98.- 

Dupleix vaunts to the princes of Coromandel, 
the repulfe of the fiege of Pondicherry, 106* 
the land near Devi Cotah the moll: fertile on 
the Coaft, 1 j 2* no port on this C+ capable of 
receiving a fliip of 300 tons, 112* boars ufed 

on the C. 113*- 1749- the fuc^efs of 

Chundafaheb and Murzafajmg miles much 
conifernation throughout the Coaft, 1x8* ef- 
pecially among# the enemies of Chundaiaheb, 
129. Fort St, David continued the Prefidency, 
131- #/, 133* The river Kriilna bounds the 
Coaft: to the north, 146, 147, The Nations 
of Coromandel admire the politicks of Du- 
pkix after the deaths of Nazirjing au r /Murza- 
tajing, 167, the harvell on the Coaft of 
Coromandel is generally divided between the 
ford of the land and the cultivator, 17 1 • 
all the rivers on this coaft fubject to hidden 
alterations, 179, m f 229, ??/, 334, m y 335.2?*, 
363, -w, 366, 3y 1 - ~ 17^-4* what the 

Eng, and Fr,-were to poftefs on this Coaft ad- 
jufted by the conditional treaty, 375, 376, 
what revenues each had added to their former 
poUeffions, during the war, 377, 405. m, 

40&, 408. 41S420, -*756, 

the Fr. influence with Salabadjing deemed 
the greateft evil to the Engliih aftairs in Coro¬ 
mandel, 434. 

COTHBED’DIN IBEK, Slave of Scheabeddln, 
who gives him the government of Delhi, 10* 
he extends the dominion, becomes indepen¬ 
dent, and dies in 1219, />, u* 

Cmtafatam, on the Sea fhore 65 m, n* of Ma¬ 
drids, belongs to Ban gar Yatchamnaigue, 417- 

Covrcfiauki fort in the road between Conjevemm 
and Arcot , — 1752. Fek battle near it 
gained by Clive, 210, 21 r, 212, fur renders 


ejo, 

tohim, 2i2. m 7 213, *&, 3.x7- m f 347, 

Citow Lieutenant, killed December ^5til at the 
Choultry in Seringhara, 271. 

C u d ap a Naboeship, underGolconduh, 15®“ 

60 leagues from Pondicherry..-- 1 7 $ t - 

Feb. Buffv and Sakbadjing marched out of 
CtiJapah/ 166. »/, 249, Maphuzc Khan re¬ 
mained there after the death of Murzafhjing^ 
346, 

Cvd a p a ir, Na bob o r*- r 7 5°* One of 

the three Pi tan Nabob?, who accompany 
Nazirjiiig into the Carnatic, andconfpirea- 
gainft him in September, 142 and 143. and 
eorrefpond with Dupleix, 145. He kills 
Nazirjing December the 4th, p , 156* appears 
fatisfied with Murzafajhg at Pondicherry, 

160--1751* attacks the rear of Murza-fa- 

jilag's army when arrived in ihe country of 
Cudapah, 163, flees wounded out of the bat* 


tie, 164. Palamcotah in the Carnatic is the 
jaghire of the Nabob of Cud a pah, 326, * 

Cud dalquEi Town belonging to the Eng, 
fituated about a mile s. of Fort St, David, de- 

feribed, 7S,-1746, December the 8th, the 

Fr. march to attack k, but retreat in cornu- 
fion, 81, 82, the 301b, another attempt fruf- 

tratedin the embarkation, 83,84.-1748* 

January i they prepare to attack it again, but 
are deterred by Major Lawrence encamping, 
88 .——June 17th, deceived by a ftratagem, 
they attack it in the night, and are repulied, 
91, m P 109, 

D* 

T}abul*> on the Coaft of Malabar, 8 iru sv 
of Severndroog, 407. which, when at¬ 
tacked by Com. James in March 1755% ex- 
pefis affiftance from Dabu- 1 , 412. April^ Se¬ 
vern droog being taken, Eamageepum propo- 
fes to Coin, James to attack Dabul, 413, 

Dal away, or Keg ext, of Mysore* 202* 
See Regent, under Mylore. 

Dahnua/s Choultry, fituated dofe to the s, bank 
of the Caveri, 6 m- h. of Tritcbmopoly.. 
Major Lawrence returning with the army 
from Tan jure arrives there Aupufl the 7 th 

1 753 ^ h * 99 -; 

Dalton, Captain-1750. March^ deputed 

with Major Lawrence to treat with Nazi rj mg. 

338, 139.- ^75 r * ¥ um * commands the 

advanced poll at the S freights of Utatoor, 
174. is attacked in his retreat, and beats off 
the Enemy, 175, 176, 177. drives the Fiv 
from a battery on the s. of the Caveri, 201* 
O Bober ^ with the company of grenadiers, ref- 
cues the wood carts, 203,7-175-2, fucceeds 
Captain Cope in the port at Xilbiaveram, and 
fends forward the My fore army, follows them, 
and arrives at Tritehmopoly February the 6th, 
207, 208. March 28rh, joins Major Lawrence 
and the reinforcement with a large detach¬ 
ment, 214, 215. aAive in the adtion of that 
day, 2 t6, April 1 fi* lent with 40a Europeans 
to attack Chundafaheb’s camp in the nighr, 
but is mi fl ed, z 1 7. April 3d, 1 afces EIi in i it - 
rum, 218, 219.,, April the 9th, takes a gun 
from the enemy on the other fide of the Ca¬ 
veri, 219, May the 9th, detached to attack 
D*Aureil at Utatoor, who engages him, i& 
beaten back, and abandons the fort, of which 
Dalton takes poirdlion, 22 6, 227, 228, joins 
Clive at Samiaveram, ferves under him ss a 
Volunteer in the cannonade of the Enemy’s 
camp, and veduct ion of Pitch andah, 228,229, 

2 30. June 3d, com mands the advanced guards 
and receives the furrenderof the Fr. troops in 
Jumbakifina, 239, appointed to command in 
Tritckiiaopoiy, 244. is prefent at ihe con¬ 
ference^ 
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Terence, when the Myfofe deputies demand 
the city of the Nabob, 244, 245, 246. force 
of;, his garrifon, 247. detefis the fchemes of 
the Myforcans to furprize the city, 257, 358. 
tries to feduce them to make an attack, 258, 

2 -q. reinforces the Pagoda of Warriore, 260. 
the Regent dtilembles civility to him, 260. 
December 23d, beats up the Regent’s camp 

under Seringham in the night, 268, 269. polls 

3 detachment of 70 Europeans, and 300 
Sepoys on the great choultry in the Hland, 
269. who are cut oft' the next day, 269, 270, 
271. turns the Myfore troops, which had been 
admitted as a guarantee, out of the city, 271. 

xa detachment puts to the fwordall 
the Myibreans in the Pagoda of Yelore, 272. 
they cut off all provlfions, 273. April toth, 
di[covers that there is no grain in the Nabob’s 
magazines and fends erprefs intelligence of 
this to Major Lawrence at Trivadi, 280, 2St. 
cannonades for feveral nights the Myfore 
camp at Facquirc’s Tope, 282, 283. m, 284. 
May, clears the Nabob when flopt by his 
troops in the city, 294. lets them go over to 
the enemy, 296. the army being at Tanjore, 
he blows up Warriore, but the explofion fails 
at Weycondah, 296. much diflrefled for pro- 
vifions, 297. difeovers the treachery of De 
Cattans, 297, 298, 299. Augujl the 9th, 
cannonades the enemy’s cavalry during the 
aflion of the convoy, 301, 302. », 304. 
Sept. 21 if, fends Sepoys from the city, who 
pick up fome of the fugitives from the battle 
•of the Sugar-loaf rock, 3 1 3. Q Bober, quits the 
command of Tritchinopoly, and returns to 
England, 316. 

Dalton's Battery , made by him in the v. w. 
gateway of Tritchinopoly, 320. w, 298. ar- 
faul ted by the Fr. in the night, Novcmb. 27th, 
175;, p, 320 to 324. 

Damalcberri, Pa fifes, into the Carnatic from the 

\V.- 1740, May 20th, the Nab. Doaftally 

killed there by the Morattoes, 41, they lye 
about 30 m. n. of Amboor, 127. 

Damerla Venkitapah, confiderable Poly- 
gar n. w. of Madrals, n. and w. of Bangar 
Yatchain’s Country.—7-1756* December, 
compounds his tributes with Mahomedally for 
sooooo Rupees, 417. 

Daniflimend Khan.-1756, Governor of Ma¬ 

dura, where Mahomed Woof finds every thing 
in diforder, 423, 424. _ . 

Darby, Ealt India Ship, taken by Angria in 
1736, p, 410. 

D’auteil, commands the troops fent to join 
Murzafajing and Chundafnheb, 126* Jttly 
33d, gains the battle of Amboor, 127, 128^ 
129.- —1750, February, joins the army of 
Murzafajing at Villanore with 2000 Euro¬ 
peans, 138. expofiulates with Major Law- 


E X. 

rencc, and cannonades the Englifli quartets, 
140. on the mutiny of the French officers, or¬ 
ders the whole battalion to return to Pondi¬ 
cherry, 140. is accompanied by Cliuudafaheb 
and attacked by the Morattoes in thevetrear, 
143. fur prizes one of the quarters of Nazir- 
jing’s camp in the night, 145- follows Buffy 
with the main body, when Buffy attacks Gin¬ 
ger 151.-1751, commands the Fr.troops 

with Chundafaheb in the fight at Volcondah, 

17- -17-53, April 14th, arrives at Utatoor 

with a reinforcement intended to join the Fr. 
troops with Mr. Law, 222. marches from 
Utatoor, but returns into the fort on the ap¬ 
proach of Clive, 222. Maytyt'ci, engages Dal¬ 
ton’s party near Utatoor, and marches away 
in the night to Volcondah, 227. advances 
again towards Utatoor, is met by Clive j re¬ 
treats to Volcondah, is defeated there, and 
fuvrenders his whole party to Clive, 233, 234, 

335. m, 256. is a pritoner in Major Law¬ 
rence's camp at Seringham, 339. 

DECAN , Territory, Soubahshif^of. Ju- 
RISDICTtOtf IN GENERAL. Moft of tile 
Blogul conquerts in the Peninfula are under 
the Subah of the Decan, 35. the Carnatic is 
one of the mod confiderable Nabublhips under 
the Decan, 37,.Ghaziodm Khan prefers the 
pofb ot captain general at Delhi to this Su- 
bufliip, 124 fix provinces comprehended in 
it, 137, 158. of which Golcondah, one, 
has 6 Nabobfhips, 138. the jurifdidUon ex¬ 
tends from B ram pa re to C. Comorin, and 
eafhvard to the Sea, 158. m, i6t. w, 165. 

-1752, Dupleix’s projedfs of acquifiti.ohs 

in the Decan, 248. OBober , Ghaziodin Khan 
approaching, 273. Tripetti, one of the moil 
famous temples in the Decan, 317. m, 328. 
the rains in the Decan between Golcondah and 
Aureugabad continue from the beginning of 
July to the end of September , 332. m, 335. m, 

336. m> 337. Mora ri row's principality de¬ 
pends on the Subahfhip, 363. ?«, 37S—— 
1755, Buffy continued by Godeheu in the 
management of the Fr. affirms in the De¬ 
can, 403. project in England to ruin the 
French influence in the Decan, 405. which, 
in the beginning of 1756, is well nigh broken 
by the rupture between Buffy and Salabadjtng, 
425. Jafteraffy, the late Nub. ofUajahimm- 
dnim, receives Jaghircs in the Decan, 426. 
Shanavaze Khan propofes to Balagerow, to 
rid the Decan of the French, 428. feveral 
Morattoe Chiefs hold feifs in the Decan on 
conditionof military fervice to the Sonbahfhip, 
431, evil confequences apprehended by the 
Englilh from the French influence in the De¬ 
can, 434. Niermcl, the mofl powerful of the 
Rajahs in the Decan, between Poni and Gol¬ 
condah, 436. 

M m m 2 DEC AN, 
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BEGUN, Sue ah, or Viceroy of. Indivi¬ 
duals. Nizamalmuluck in 1736, p , 22, 23.' 
who was preceded by bis father Gbaziodenti 
Khan, 53. and in 174.8, is fticceeded by his 
fon Nazfrjmg, 122. who is oppofed by his 
nephew Murzafn-jing, 124. who on the 4th of 
Decewb. 1750, is hail’d Subah in the field of 
battle on the death of Nazhjing, 156. -— 
1731, February, on the death of Murzafaj ing, 
Mr. Bufly proclaims Salabadjing. —-■ 1732. 
but Ghaziodin Khan, the elder brother ob¬ 
tains the commiflion at Delhi, 250. In 17 5 1 » 
June, no Subah had made his refidence at Au- 
rengabad fince the death of Nizamalmuluck, 

jj;i,-5732, on the death of Ghaziodin 

Khan, his Ion Scheabeddin is fnppofed to af- 
fert his father’s pretenfions, 274. 

De Cattans, See Cattans. 

DELABOUR DON NAIS, See BOURDON- 


NAIS. 

DELHI, the ancient kingdom Of.-1200, 

conquered by Scheabcddin, 10. ■ *219* the 

dominion extended by Gothbeddin Ibeck, who 
is fucceeded by Aramfchah, and he by I tit- 
mi fche, 11. who conquers Multan, 12. who 
dies In 1235* his fucccflbrs to 1246, are Fi- 
rouze Schah Rocneddin, the Princefs Radia- 
theddin, Bcharamfehah, Maffoodfchah Ala- 
eddin, Mahomedfchah Naficreddin, who made 
great ccnquefts in India, 12. he is iucceeded 
by Alaeddin, who was alive in 1317 : a chafm 
of 80 years in D’Herbelot: Sultan Mahmood 
reigns and is conquered by Tamerlane in 
1398, fi, 12, 13, 14. the fucceflton of thefe 
Dynafiies are given by Feritfba, 30. Error 
concerning Arabians from IWafnlipatnam giv¬ 
ing a race of kings to Delhi, 147* 

DELHI, EMPIRE OF, and Government un¬ 
der the fucceffors of Tamerlane, who are the 
prefent Dynafty of GREAT MOGULS, viz. 
Pir Mahomed, 1404,i6. Sultan Sharqch 
144ft- P , 16. after w r hom they have little in¬ 
fluence in India until Babr, who conquers 
Sultan Ibrahim Loudi in 1526. and dies 
1 c30, p, 17. Hommaion to iJS^j ! 7 * *^ c * 
bar to 1605,^, 18. Gebartgir to 1607, p ,, iS. 
Schah Gehan to 1666, p, 18. Aurengzebe to 
J7 o 7, *, 18. Bfehader Schah, lehandcrSchah, 
Furuckfhir, to 1719, p, 19* Raffish al Dirjat, 
RaP/cih al Doulat, Mahoined Schah, to 1739, 
i> "o. 21. when Thomas Kouli Khan takes 
and*facks Delhi, 22, 23. Feridbah’s hiftory 
of the Mahomedan Dynauies of Delhi ironi 
077 to 1605, d, 30- See Feritsha.— 
1T12, Dnaftally could not obtain acommiftion 
from Delhi 37. after the retreat of the Per- 
fians Nizamalmuluck is afraid of attacks from 
Delhi, 39 and 4$. of late years the Moral toes 
have frequently been ax the gates of Delhi, 40. 
In 1743, Nizamalmuluck fears nothing more 


from Delhi, his foil Ghaziodin being rp- 

po’mted Captain General there, 50,-In 

1747, the Europeans as ignorant of Arcqt, as 
of Delhi, 85. — - 1748, Invafion of the Ab- 
dalli, death of Mahoined Schah, his fon Ah¬ 
med Schah proclaimed Emperor at Delhi in 
April, 122. Ghaziodin prefers his employ¬ 
ment at Delhi to the Soubahfhip of the Decnn, 
124.— 1749,* the Englifii prefidency on the 
C. of Coromandel awed by refjjeft to the Court 

of Delhi, 132-1730, Nazirjing marching 

towards Delhi, returns to encounter Mnrzafn- 
jing, 137. wliofe pretenfions are ftipported by 
the vizir at Delhi, 158. mannersyf the Court, 

167.-1732, the head of Chundafu- 

heb laid to be fent thither to be viewed 

by the Emperor, 241.-J.7 5 1 > theMorat- 

tocs hired bv Ghaziodin Khan at Delhi to op- 
pole Salabadjing, 231. wI10 receives a Dele¬ 
gate from thence, 232 and 435.-pyy 1752, 
Ghaziodin Khan inarches from Delhi into the 
Decan, 273. accompanied from thence by De 

V 0 1 ton, t h e Mog u 1 ’s ph v ficiati, 274.-1753, 

Scheabeddin, fon or Ghaziodin Khan, takes 
great part in the dill raffed affairs of Delhi, 

336. m, 338.-1754, a fiftitious patent 

from Delhi produced by the Fr. deputies at 
Sadrafs, 340. m, 378. 

DELHI, power, and authority of the Govern¬ 
ment- no t all the Countries of Indoftan are 

ftibjefted to the throne of Delhi, but fome re¬ 
main only tributary, 33, 36. Nabobs mull be 
confirmed from Delhi, 36. 

DELHI, City, the prefent not fituated exadlly 
011 the fame fpotas the ancient, 14. the Mor- 
rattdes have of late years often been at the 
gates of Delhi, 40. In_ 1 747, Delhi little 
known to the Europeans in India, 85. a vaft 
piece of cannon fa id to be fent from Delhi to 

Arcot, 190.-1732, June, it is given out 

that Cbundafaheb’s head was fent to Delhi,. 
241. 

DELEYRIT.-175;. Governor of Pondi¬ 

cherry, a moderate man, remonftrates again ft 
the expedition of the Eng. into the Madura 
and Tinivelly Countries, 395, 396. fends 
Maiffin again ft Terriore, but orders him to 
defift from attacking Arielore, and Wariore¬ 
po! lam, 396, 397.-1-7.56, January , fends 

a large force into the field to prevent the Eng, 
from attacking Velore, 418, 

Deputy, one of the council at Madrafs feat to 
Velore, January, 1756, his tranfa&ions there, 
419, 420. 

Dt ruE Cot ah, territory contiguous to Ma- 
fulipatnam, belonging to the Fr. from which 
they drew revenues in 1734, p, 376. 

Dsn, Divi, I (land, 1754, it is agreed by the 
truce, that this I. (hall 'be equally dirided be¬ 
tween the Eng. and the Fr. 375 * 3 ?^* 

Dsn 
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Dirt CoV a n, fort and diftrict.—- r 749 ) 
je£t of the expeditions of the Englith againft 
th.i K. of Tanjore, toS. the fir ft expedition 
under the command of Capt. Cope, untuc- 
cefsful, iog to 112. advantages expectedfrom 
its port, manufactures, and foil, 112, 113. 
attacked and taken by Major Lawrence, 113 
to death of a lanjoriue ot a high calt 
there, 116, 117, ceded by the K. ofTanjore 
to the E. 1 . Company 3 its revenues, 11S. a 
garrifon left in it, 130, in. _ 181» I 7S I » 
July, becomes very commodious for the com¬ 
munication with Tritchmopoly, 1S2. Cap¬ 
tain Clarke marches from thence with a de¬ 
tachment, 18a.-1752. May, Major Law¬ 

rence orders battering cannon tram thence to 
Scringham, 23a. which are fent and arrive, 

_1/53) fome of the lick of the army 

fent thither, 283. the Serjeant at Chillumbrum 
retreats to Devi Cotah, 287. Moratirowafraid 
to join the Fr. in attacking it, 305. Augufl, 
September, a large reinforcement fent by ica 
from Madrafs to Devi Cotah, 3 ° 7 ; 1 alamco- 
tali relieved fiom hence by Lieut. Frazer, 326, 

*27. -1754, March, Captain Pigou fent 

from Madrai's with a reinforcement to Devi 
Cotah, 345, who wait therefor more troops, 
346. and for Maphuze Khan, 347. Lieut. 
Frazer returns, 358* ® fmall detachment fent 
to affift Cbillambrum, routed, 358. Capt. Pi¬ 
gou, with a Wronger relieves Palamcocah, 359. 
and marches from Devi Cotah to Tritchino- 

poly, 361.-1754, December, left to the 

Englifh by the mice, 375. 

De Volton, AvVolton. 

D’HeRBELOT, fte Herbelot. 

Diego Reys , Hland, belonging to the Fr. parti¬ 
culars concerning it in/, 92. 9 J, 96. 

Dindigui. _ 1736, Chundafaheb places his 

brother Saduckfaheb there, 39. who is routed 
and killed coming from thence tohisaiiiflance, 
44. Lachenaigue’s country lies in the road 
from Manapar to Dindigui, 381. 

DOASTALLY, Nab. of Ascot.- 1735, 

fuecceds his uncle Sadatulla, agamft the will 
of Nizamalmuluck, 37. gives one ot his 
daughters in marriage to Mortizally, and an¬ 
other to Chundafaheb, 38. whom he lets a& 

as Dean, 3S.-1736, fends his fort Subder- 

ally and Chundafaheb agaiitft Tritchinopolv, 
jSj 3g, and continues Chundafaheb in the 
government there, 39.—;— 1 7 39 - >. t ^ ie M° r * 
ratoes incited to invade him by Nizamalmu- 

luck, 39, 40.-1740,^ 20ih, encounters 

them at Amboor, is betrayed, and killed in the 
battle, 4t. 42. m, 43. had withheld the tri¬ 
bute from Nizamalmuluck, 4.5* t», 12 7. 

Dot.T jWAd, fortrefs 8 m. from Aurengabad, 
efteemed impregnable, 333. 

Dow, Alexander, hasimtiflated and pubhfhea 
the hiilury of Feritdia, a valuable work, 30* 


Dragoons, a troop with Bufly in 1756, p, 429. 
fave the Fr. Huflars, 432. 

DUAN, the officer next to the Nabob, manages 
the revenues, difburienrents, and cultoma, 
takes pofleffion for the emperor of the eflates 
of the feudatories on their death, 28. the 
word is fometimes employed bv us inftead 
of the proper name of the individual ^ hold¬ 
ing the office. The Duans mentioned in this 
Volume are — O f A a cot, 

Gulam HaiTein, m, 37* Chundafaheb, Vice 
Duan to Gulam Hafletn, in, 38. Meer Affud, 
m, 39. 42. Uncertain who, chofen bjt thie 

friends of Subderalty when they proclaimed 
his fon Seid Mahomed, Nabob, 5®* 

OF SflLASADJING, 

Seid Lalkar Khan, in, 329, 330, 331. 33 2 i 
333 > 334» 335 * Shanavase Khan, in, 426, 
427. 

DUPLEIX, Governor of PONDI¬ 
CHERRY, -1742. forms connexions with 

Chundafaheb, 43 and 45. —— 1745* prevails 
on Anwarodean to prohibit Com. Barnet from 
attacking the French on the C. of Coroman¬ 
del, 61. —1746. m, 63. has no authority 
over Mauritius and Bourbon, 64. jealous of 
Delabourdonnais, 64. m, 65. forbid by An¬ 
warodean from attacking MadraJ's, whom he 
appeaies by promiiing to give him the town, 
68, 69. OHaler, difavows the treaty of ran- 
fom for Madrafs, and thwarts all Delabour- 
donnais’ operations, 69. infills that he pro¬ 
tract the term of reftonng Madrafs, 71. fends 
one of the council of Pondicherry to govern 
ir, 71, his friends in France procured tlie irn* 
prilemment of Delabourdonnais in the Baitile, 
72. unwilling to employ hoftilities againlt 
Maphuze Khan at Madrafs, 73. his reception, 
of the Eng. Governor, 7S. recalls Paradis 
from Madrafs to command again ft Fort St. 
David, 79. December the nth, lends his troops 
agninil St. David under the command of Bury, 
who retire in confufion, 81 to 83. December 
30th, attempts another expedition to furprize 
Cuddalove, by lending the troops in boats, 

who are beat back by the furf, 83- 1 747* 

January, carries the war into the Nabob's 
country near Madrafs, in order to make him, 
withdraw his troops from the Eng. at Fort St. 
David, 84. informs the Nabob of the arrival 
of the Fr. Ships, and reprefents the_Eng. at 
Fort St, David as abandoned by their coun¬ 
trymen, 84. the Nabob orders Maphuze 
Khan to treat with 1 him. and fends back 
from Arcot his nephew Kirjean and another 
deputy, who had been made prifouers at Ma- 
drals,84. February, fends away the Fr fliips 
to avoid the return of the Eng. fcpiadron, S3, 
receives Maphuze Khan at _ Pondicherry, 
makes a treaty of peace with him, on which 
the Nabob recalls bis troops from Fort 
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St David, 8:5. »/, 86. March the ift, fends 
his army rtgainft Fort St. David, and recalls 
them on the appearance of the Eng.fquadron, 
87.——174S. January, •pra&ifes with the 
commander of the Teliichcrry Sepoys, 88. 
Jtm\ during the abfence of the Engl. lqua- 
dron, fends his troops to furprize Cuddalore, 
who are repulfed by Major Lawrence, 91. 
makes preparations to refill the armament un¬ 
der the command of Admiral Bpfcawen, 91. 
Siege of Pondicherry, 91 to 106. lings Te 
Deum, and writes letters throughout India, 
magnifying his refinance of the liege, 106. 
——1749. learns the fiate of Chunaafitheb’s 
affairs from his wife at Pondicherry, and forms 
fchemes of obtaining territories, 119, 120. 
had governed the Fr. fettlcments in Bengal, 
iso. and refolves to affilt Chundafaheb, 120. 
probably rhefe views made him thwart thofe 
of Labourdonnais, T20. guarantees the pay¬ 
ment of Chundafaheb’s ran Tom to the Morra- 
toes, 120, 121. June, July, fends D’Autucil 
with a body of troops to join Chundafaheb and 
MLirza faj in g, 12 6. on whofe fu ccefs the 1 Engl. 
cannot reproach his conduct, 130* gets intel¬ 
ligence from the catholics at St. Thome, 131. 
Augujl, receives Chundafaheb and Murznfa- 
jing, and obtains from them a grant of 8t 
villages near Pondicherry, 132. his plans fup- 
ported in France, 132. OFlobcr ,enjoins Cliun- 
dafaheb not to be Jed away from the attack of 
Tritchtnopoly, 133. who conceals from him 
his want of money, 134- is anxious at the de¬ 
tention of the army before Tatijore, 1-35.— 
1730, on the approach of Nazirjing, urges 
the attack of Tanjorc, 136. on the return of 
the army, rebukes Chundafaheb for not hav¬ 
ing proceeded direftly toTritchinnpoly, 137. 
alibis him with money and 2000 Europeans to 
oppofe Nazirjing, 138. March 20th, attempts 
to reclaim the mutinous officers by fcverity, 
139 m , 14T, notdepreffed by the mutiny and 
retreat of his army, nor by the captivity of 
Murzafajing, but orders his army to take the 
field again, and fchemes to raife Nuzirjing 
enemies in his own camp, 143, 144. treats 
with him in behalf of Chundafaheb and Mur¬ 
za faj ing, 144. and fends deputies to him, who 
eftablifh a cor refp on deuce with the Pitan Na¬ 
bobs, 144. orders D’Autueil to makefome at¬ 
tack on Nazirjing’s camp, which fucceetls, 
145. Jn'y> fends V Clip, which takes Mafuli- 
patnam, 146, 147. the Pitan Nabobs advife 
him to proceed to action. The French troops 
take Trivadi, 147, 148. rout Mahomednlly 
as foon as left by the Englifli, 150, 151. take 
Gingee, 15;*, .15^. Nazirjing fends deputies 
to treat with him, 153. and offers all he had 
a iked, j 34. Nazirjing had fent the treaty to 
him ratified, 156. Dupleix is informed by 
Chundafaheb of the victory, 0/ Nazirjing’s 
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death, and the elevation of Murzafajing, who 
refers his difpute with the Pitan Nabobs to 
Dupleix, 15S, 159. December 15, receives 
Murzafajing at Pondicherry, 159. and the 
Pitan Nabobs, 139. mediates In their differ¬ 
ences, 160. iullalls Murzafajmg_ as Subah, 
and is declared by him Governor lor the Mo¬ 
gul of all the countries S. of the Krifinn, 
Chundafaheb is declared Nabob of Arcot 
under the authority of Dupleix, t6i, Maho- 
tnedally treats with him, 162. partakes ofthe 
treafures of Nazirjing, i6z. — •— 1731. Ja¬ 
nuary , fends 300 Europeans, 2000 Sepoys, 
and 10 field pieces under the command off 
Bufiy, with Murzafajing, in to. the Decan, 163. 
acknowledges the title of Salabadjing on the 
death of Murzafajing, 166. his politics ad¬ 
mired in Coromandel, 167. the Englifh refolve 
to affift Mahomedally, left he fiiould make 
alliance with Dupleix, 168. March, Dupleix 
plants flags in token of fovercignty round the 
bounds of Fort St. David, which determines 
the Englifli to take the field, 171. The events 
o f the-war, from April 17 51, to February 1732, 
are related without mention of Dupleix, from 
p, 171, to p, 213, and may be found under 
the Englifii and French Army, and the 

officers mentioned.-1752. March, .Clive 

deftroys the town of Dupleix Fateabad, which 
Dupleix was railing on the fpot where Nazir¬ 
jing was killed, 213. he orders Law to inter¬ 
cept rite Engl, reinforcement, 214. the retreat 
of Law into the.I. ofSeringham was contrary 
to his orders, 322. be fends a reinforcement 
with D’Autueil, 222. his inveteracy to Ma¬ 
homedally, 239.^,249. his policy in taking 
pofieffion of Mafulipatunm, 230. tts, 332. 
Salubadjing- appoints him Nabob of the Carna¬ 
tic, 436. which he publiflies on the death of 
Chundafaheb, continues the war, foments the 
difeontent ofthe Myforeans,and prodaimsRa- 
jahfaheb Nabob, 252, 233. on the fuccefsof 
his troops at Vicravaudi, orders them to en¬ 
camp at Chimundelum, 255, takes 200 Swiis 
going in boats from Madrais to Fort St. Da¬ 
vid, 255. rafiily orders Kirjean to give battle, 
who is beaten, 256, 237. pratHfes to eilrange* 
the Myforeans, and to gain Morarirow, 260. 
and makes a treaty with them, 261. Septem¬ 
ber, fends a reinforcement to Chinglapett 
and Cobelong, 263. promifes toaffifttbe Re¬ 
gent, 268. 17 s 3. March,the) u infrion ofthe 

Mm-ratoes enables him to make head in the 
Carnatic, 273. Ghaziodcan Khan fends De 
Volton to him with offers, 274. difburfes his 
own money in the war, 275. offers Mortizally 
the Nabobfiiip, 275. protracts the war on the 
fea coaft, that the Myforeans might reduce 
Tritchinopoly, 277. feduces Mortizally to 
Pondicherry, and gets a fum of mouey from 
him, but permits him to return, to Velore, 

278. 
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-37 S* Jfpril) on the march of Major Lmv- 
ience to Trkchluopoly, fends troops to Se¬ 
rin ghara, 283. Mortizaliy renews h!s corre- 
fpondeaee with Dupleix and bcfieges Trmo- 
nmlee, 287, Dupleix feuds a fironger rein¬ 
forcement with 3000 Morattoes to Soring- 
ham, 288, 289, orders Bremer to employ De 
Cattarts as a i’py in Tritcbtnopoly, ag7 and 
298, June , errs in employing the reinforce¬ 
ments arrived from France againflt Verdache- 
lum, Trinomalee, and PakmcGiah, 304, 305, 
306. dmitfti fends them, with Morarirow 
and his Moractoes to Seringharu, 306, m , 307- 
threatens the K* of Tanjore, 319. fends what 
force remained at Pondicherry again ft Palam- 
cotah, 326. orders Bufly to return to the com¬ 
mand and management of affairs in the Decan, 
332, fagacity of his proye&s, 336- December y 
ftievrs indination to end the war in the Car¬ 
natic, 337.—— 1 754 * January y his commif- 
from Murzafiog, Sabbadjing and the 
Great Mogul produced at the conference at 
Sadrafs, 338. rejeftsMahomeddly’stitles, 339. 
Letter of the Mogul to him fufpicious, 339, 
340, 341. he procured the releafe of Ma- 
phnze Khan after the battle of Amboor, 346. 
Jlfrily fends troops to Palamcotah, 358,—— 
1754. the Fr. miniftry recall him without 
application from the miniftry of England, 
365, 366, dugufl 2d, Godheu arrives at 
Pondicherry, and Dupleix refigus the govern¬ 
ment to him, 366. appears in the equipage of 
his Moorifh dignities, 367* OBohr 14, iails 
for France, 377* Godeheu refufes to pay the 
money he had borrowed for the war, 377, for 
which Dupleix is preffed in France, 378, ge¬ 
neral character of his qualities and conduct, 
efteem for Bufly, 378, 379, his fucceffbr De- 
leyrit left by Godeheu with more contracted 
powers, 380. The Myforean was a dupe to 
his proitiifes, 389, m , 403. v/, 436. 

DuriFixMrs wife of Mr. Dupleix,-174S. 

correfpoads in the Malabar language with the 
interpreter of the Utc governor of Madrafs, to 
make the Tdficherry Sepoys deferr, 88,—— 
1752. correfpoDds with Morarirow, 261. 
Dupleix Fatmba&y a town, which Dupleix wns 
building on the fpot where Nazirjmg was 
killed, in commemoration of that event, de¬ 
ft royed by Clive, in JW> 175*. h * r 3 ‘ 

DU FCH, have pofleftions in the Malay iflnnds, 
5* to the coafts of New Holland, e. to Sands 

unknown, r,--1746. May , 6 Dutch Ships* 

with 430 foldiers, fail with i\lr. Boicawtu to 
t he attack of Mauritius, 92 and 96, proceed to 

Batavia, Jun& 27th, 98*-1748, the Dutch 

at Negapatam fend 120 Europeans to affilt at 
the fiege of Pondicherry, 98* Sadrafs belongs 

, to the Dutch, 537,-1732* the Morartnes 

6f Jonagce burn the Dutch feftofy at Bisrila* 
paum, 374.-1756* The King of Tm- 
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vencore gained advantages over the Dutch on 
the coaft of Malabar, 400* In 1724, the 
Dutch attack Gheriah without fucceis, 410, 
Duvelaer, 1753, 1754- deputed by the Fr. 
E- I- Company to negotiate with the Engl* 
miniftry in London concerning die affairs of 
India* 363. 


E, 

fr AST INDIA COMP ANT,\ ENG .-1745, 

" Commodore Barnet in an l we r to An ware- 
dean's prohibition, fays that he afls indepen¬ 
dently of the agents of the E* L C, 6t,. — — 
1746* the territory of Madrafs had been grant¬ 
ed by the Great Mogul to the E. L C. about: 
mo years, 65* Augujf iSth, Aftfip belong¬ 
ing to the E, I* C. attacked in Madrafs road 
by the Fr* fquadron, 66. September ipth* 
another taken when Madrafs furrenders, 68. 
the eftedts of the company there taken poffef- 
fion of by Fr.commiffaries, 68* and with part 
of the military ftores laden on board the Fr* 
Ihips, 69. bills given on the Company for the 
ranfbm of the town, 69. Fort St. David pur- 
chafed by the E. L Company about 100 years 

before, 78*-1748. one of their ihips taker* 

in fight of Bombay, 80. Eleven of their ihips 
ferve as tranfports in Mr. Bofcawerrs expe¬ 
dition, 92.-1749. the K. of Taujorecedes 

Devi Cotah to them, 118. after the lofs of 
Madrafs the E. I. C. ordered Fort Sr* David 
to be the prefidency, 131. Augwt f Mr. Bof- 
cawcn takes pofleffion of Su Thome for die 
Company, 131* their agents in India werejaot 
at this time authorised to engage in military 

operations, 132.--1750- Deputies fent to 

treat with Nnsirjing on the imerefts of the 
E, I* C. 139, a territory near Madrafs ceded 

to the E, I # C* by Mahomedally, 145.- 

1752. Junity the mercantile affairs of the Com¬ 
pany greatly diflrefied by the war of Chun- 
dafaheb, 220. the military ftores taken with 
Dhiutueil at Yukon dah teferved hr the Com¬ 
pany, 235.--1754* their diffcfefies by the 

war increafed by the rgftraint of enlarging, 
their capital, 339. the removal of Suecogee 
and the reftorauon of Monacgee dfcmiaf nr 
the Company’s mtereils, 361. the directors alk 
aflvftance of the government in England, to 
carry on the war, 365, the Eng.Company em¬ 
power Mr. Saunders, and feme other member* 
of the council of Madrafs, to treat with Mr. Gg- 
deheu, 366* the conditional treaty to be con¬ 
firmed or annulled by the two Companies in 
Europe, 375* one thoufand of the Eng. Com- 
pany’s Sepoys left with PTaphuze Klvan in the 
Southern countries, 401. the Company m 
London project an expedition from Bombay 
agamft Salbbadjing and the Fr. troops in hk 

fervice* 
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fervice, 405. reward the fen ices of Clive, 
406. theii- marine force at Ham bay, 409,——• 
1756, the misfortunes in Bengal threaten the 
gieateft danger ever incurred by their ciiates 
in the Eaft Indies, 434. 

EA ST INDIA CO MTANl\ FRENCH, See 
under FRENCH. 

EAST INDIES, what Countries and Iflandsare 
■comprehended in them, j, the Eng. commerce 
in the Eaft Indies depended on the fuccefs of 
the wars in Coromandel and Bengal, 34. m, 

qi -1749, the fquadrons under Bofcawen, 

the greateft European marine force ever feen 
in the Eaft Indies, 98. t», 365. m, 366. Du- 
pleix railed the reputation of his nation in 
the E. Indies, and probably intended to drive 
the other Europeans out of them, 378. the 
greateft danger ever incurred by the Com¬ 
pany in the E. Indies, 434. 

Elephant. Murzafajing’s, 139. Elephants em¬ 
ployed at the ftortn of Arcot to force the 
gates, 194. carry baggage, 392. 

BUrcmpenah, Polygar of, the place lies between 

Coilorepettnh and Cheveipetore.-1756, 

June, redeems his hoftages, 425- 

Elimiferum , a fortified pagoda on a rock, 3 m. 
s. E. of the French Rock, theFr, had mounted 

cannon there.-1752- March 28. Major 

Lawrence inarches between Eli mi Peru m and 
the Fr. Rock, when the two armies cannonade, 
215. m, 217. April, taken by Dalton, 218, 

219.-1753- Augttft, taken again from the 

Fr. by Monacgee, 303. Ofiober, an Eng. de¬ 
tachment left in it, 316. Cootaparah is 5 m. 

n. e. of Elimiferuin, 344.-1754. Feb, the 

garrifon at Elimifcrum march to fecure Coo¬ 
taparah during the action of the convoy and 
grenadiers, 34;. m, 35- 1 ■ Hay 23d, the 
guards withdrawn from Elimiferum, when 
the army march to l anjore, 358. July, the 
enemy change their camp feveral times be¬ 
tween Elimiferuin and the 5 rocks, *64. 
Natalpettah, 6 m. E. of ElimUefttm , 368. a 
deep water-courfe paffcs between Efmiilerura 
and the Fr. rock, which the army coming 
from Tanjorc crofs, andengnge the French and 
Myforeans, Augufi the 17th, 368. Augufi 
2’2d, Monacgee’ takes Elimiferum ar.d the Fr. 
party there, 370. 

Bloke, Province, was governed many 
years by Anwnvodean, 53. where it is erro- 

neanfly called Talon - ! 753 > November, 

obtained by Buffy for the Fr. company, 334. 
lies to rlie n. w. of Muftaphanagur, 335. - — 
1734, the Moratiocs who had invaded Rajah, 
m undrum and Cbkaeolc return through Elore, 
374. Its revenues not fpccificd 376. 

EMPEROR, EMPIRE, meaningt he MOGUL. 

-J/ja. De Volton brings Dupleix a blank 

paper, to which the great feabof the Empire 
is affixed, 274. 1756, June, Buffy afferts 
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that he held his Moorifh dignities,, not from 
Salabadjing, but the Emperor, 432, See 
Delhi; and Great Mogul, under Mogul. 

ENGLAND* N> B* the word Europe in dfew 
inftances is improperly ufed in our narrative 

iniiead of England.-1746. two fhips of 

50 guns, and 1 of 20, join Mr. Barnet’s fgua- 
dron from England who fends back one of 20 
and 1 of 6o, />. 61. The trade from Eng¬ 
land, to the C. of Coromandel, with that car¬ 
ried on from one part of India to another, had 
raifed Madrafs to opulence and reputation, 
65,-1748. January , Major Lawrence ar¬ 

rives at Fort Sr. David from England, 88. 
Aprils Admiral Griffin's fquadron reinforced 
by 3 fltips from England, 89. What fhips and 
veffels of Mr. Bolcawetfs armament belonged 

to the navy of England, 92. *- I 749* 

January , Griffin fails with a 66 and two 20 
gun flnps to England, 98- OBober 2 r(l, Mr, 
Bofcawen with the fleet fails to England, 133. 
-1751. the Englifh at Fort St. David re¬ 
frain from hoftilities again ft the French, be- 
caufe not authorifed from England, 167. 
Major Lawrence had gone from Fort St. 
David to England In the preceding OBohr 9 
167. Mr. Robins arrived from thence at Fort 
St. David about that time, 168. jfa/y, recruits 
from Europe arrived at Fort St. David, 1 Sr* 

-175^. March 15th, Major Lawrence 

arrives again at Fort Sr. David from England, 
213. two companies of Swift and other rein¬ 
forcements arrive at Madrafs from England, 
255. the recruits from England vile, 261. 

-17S3* Captain Dalton returns to Europe. 

gi6.——1754. Reinforcements arrived at 
Madrafs from Europe 362, $tpfemhcr t Madia fs 
obliged to make peace on difadvamageous 
terms, in conformity to orders from Europe, 

371-1755. January 13th, Mr. Saunders 

proceeds to England, 379. Co!* Heron lately 
arrived from England, 380. troops from Eng¬ 
land arrive at Bombay, intended for an ex¬ 
pedition projected in London, 40;. their 
number, they arrive in OBober with Clive, 

406,-17 56. the (hip Darby, coming from 

England richly laden, taken by Anglia about 
28 years ago, 410* 

ENGL IS H. THE, ex preffin g or i m ply i ng T h e 
Nation in General, or their Inte rests 
and Establishments in INDIA in general 
_„the Eng Eftablifhmems in Indoftan are 
under Bombay, Madrafs, and Calcutta, 33. 
in which the Englifh have been engaged in 
war fmee the year 174;,/, 34* their commerce 
in the E. Indies depended on the fuccefs of 
the Wars in Coromandel and Bengal, 34. 
take part in the war of Coromandel immedi- 

* ately after rhe peace of Aix la ChapeUe,^ 3 

-I74S- the Nabob Anwifodean Khan 

infills that all officers of the Eng. nation are 
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equally obliged to refpeft his authority in the 

Carnatic, 6i*--1746* Aprils the Eng* 

affairs in India threatened with danger, when 
Commodore Barnet died, 62. uietul to con¬ 
template the progrefs made by the Englijb in 
Indoftan in the fcicnce and fplrit ot war after . 

the lofs of Madnds, 68.-1748, January, 

the Medway had been the principal caufe of 
all the Englijb difgraces and mu fort a lies' in 
India, 88, Tell ic h er nr an Englifh lettle- 
mem, 87. —-1748, After the railing of the 
fiege of Pondicherry * the military charafter 
of the French regarded as greatly fuperior to 
that of the Engl 1 Hi, 106. the Englifli had 
eilablifhments in Indoflan many years before 

the French, 118, itq* - 1 7 S 2t J u h* 

pics violates the Eng* colours at fea by tak¬ 
ing 200 Swift going to Fort St* Bar id in 
boats, 255. Mrs. Dupleix in her letters to Mo- 
ran row reprefems the Engliih as a mercantile 

people unfit for war, 260*-1754, Ad- 

lercron commands the Eng* troops in India, 3.7 2 . 

ENGLISH,, The, meaningtheir Gover nment, 
Presidencies, Settlements, Factories 

on the Coast of jeo mam del •-1 746* 

the Eng* at Madrafs-call on the Nabob An- 
warodeaa to protect them from Labourdonnah* 
armament, 64* the protection of their fettle- 
ments was the principal object for which the 
fquadron was fent into India, 66* Auguji r the 
Englffh in Madrafs, garrifon included, did not 
exceed 300 men When befieged by Dehibour- 
dotitiais, 66* September the 10th, by the capi¬ 
tulation funender themfekes prifonersof war, 
68, but are permitted to refide in their houfes, 
68* ufeful from this time to contemplate the 
progrefe made by the Eng, in the feience and 
fplrit of war, 68. m f 69. 71, difpefsful 

and injurious terms inflicted by Dupldx on 
the Englifli at Madrafs, after the departure 
of Dclabourdonnais, 77, Fort St. David, an 
Englifli fettlemenr, takes the general admini- 
ftration on the lofs of Madrafs, 78. the Eng, 
there fufpeft Anwarodean Khan, and enlift 
2000 Feons, 81* December the 8th, on the 
arrival of the Nabob’s army at Chmmnde- 
lura and the retreat of the Fr* troops, fally 

with the* whole garriftm* 83* m f 84*- 1747* 

Dupleix in order to make the Nabob with¬ 
draw his a Alliance repre ferns the Eng. affairs 
as without refource, 85. their rranfattions at 
Fort St, David betrayed to Pondicherry, 88* 

-1749. employ their arms with great in- 

dHcretion, in afliiting a depufed prince of 
Tanjore, 107. having no right to interferem 
bis caufe, 108* make peace, and get the 
ceffion of Devi Cotah, but other cauies than 
their arms made the K* fubmit, 11S. Augufl, 
cannot reproach Dupleix for his ambition in 
affilling Chundafaheb and Murzafapng, 130. 
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they receive Madrafs from the French, 130, 
the priefts at St* Thome ufed to give Dupleix 
intelligence of the tranfafitions of the Englifli 
at Madrafs, 131, Bofcawen hoifts the Englifli 
flag at Se. Thome, 13 1 - The agents of the 
Englifli £. I* Company puzzled about the 
titles of Nazirjiag and Murzafajing, of Chun- 
dafaheb and Mahomedally, 132; 133* fend 
120 Europeans to Mahomedally, 133* and 
imprudently let Mr. Bofcawen fail with the 

fquadron to England, 133.-1730* *FV£. 

Nazirjing requefts a body of troops from the 
Englifli at Fort St, David, 138- who comply, 
Major Lawrence, cautious of expof- 
itig their territory, will not accompany NaZir- 
jing to Arcot, 146. for which he is much 
exafperaied again it rhem, 148. JAy t feud a 
body of troops to join Mahomedally under the 
command of Capr. Cope, 148*^—1751. the 
people of Coromandel furprized at their indo¬ 
lence, who had done nothing to interrupt 
the fucceifes of Dupleix fince the retreat of 
their army from Mabomedally in the month 
ot Augtift ot the preceding year, 167. They 
refolve to fupport Mahoinedklly, and fend 
280 Europeans to Tritchmopoly, 16S* rouzed 
by the in foie nee of Dupleix" to take the 
field, but refolve not to appear as principals 
in the war,^ 171. in which point the French 
are as cautious as the Engliih, 175* Otto* 
her % the expences of the Englifli battalion 
begin to be defrayed by the trealbry of Fore 
Sl David, 202, — — 1 752. January^ Rajah- 
faheb plunders their country houfes at St* 
Thomas*209* March % their fucceffcs 
in the Carnatic recover a large and valuable 
extent of country for Mahomedally, 213* 
May^ Mr. Law will not let Chundafaheb 
truft himfelf to the Engliih, 236* June ifl, 
Major Lawrence pmpofes to Mmiacgee that 
they ill011 Id have the care of Chundafaheb, 
and keep him a priloner in one of their 
fe11laments, 238. Junc z d,• Law demands the 
Cervices ot the Englifli in virtue of the peace, 
2 * 9 * Mon aegee con v i n e ed that they a r e his 
triends, 241, They were ignorant that the 
Nabob had promt fed Tmchinopoly to the 
Myforeans, 242* will not interfere iij the 
difpute, 244. Dupleix notwithihinding hk ill 
fuecefles nukes no propofols of accommodation 
to them, 232, who make little advantage of 
the victorj’ gained at Bahoor, 267*— ^*753* 
Suggeflions of the Myfpreans againft them 
to the King of Tanjore, 285, 286. They 
cannot fpaie troops to check the enterprises 
of Mahomed Comaui, 317. Do pi nix threatens 
the K. of Tanjore, ir he gives them any 
more affiflaqce, 319. Monacgee is repidemed 
as in ciofe connexion with them, 319. The 
King lorry he bud fhewn lb much will to 
N n n abandon 
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abandon them and the Nabob, 325. The 
Engliih admire the fa gamy of Dupleix in 
getting the northern provinces, 536. great 
efforts of valour had carried them through 
the wars of Chundafaheb, and the Myforeans, 

337. --754. the Englifh deputies 

confer with the I'r. deputies at Sadrafs, 339 
to 341. by acknowledging Salabadjing with¬ 
out rectrictions, the Englifh would have been 
fubjeft to the Fr. 338. the moderation of the 
Engliih proposals, 339. the Fr. iutend to leave 
them a very Email fhure of the Carnatic, 339. 

. TheK. of Tanjore hurt by theMorattoes fo- 
3icitous to regain thetr alliance, 341. but on 
Monacgee's viftoryover the Momtoes will not 
fend his troops to join their army, 342. the 
Regent of My fore aiks Poniapah why tlie 
Eaglijb fupport die Nabob, 351. the attach¬ 
ment of Tondiman to them, 357. his fidelity 
and attachment to their caufe, 360. the K. 
of Tanjore fenfible of his error in not affift- 
■ i tig them; they in lift on the removal of Succo- 
gee, 361. MoVarirow promifes never more to 
be an enemy to them, 363, September, Go- 
deheu, afraid of the advantages which they 
might derive from their ftjuadron, propofes 
moderate terms, 371. the allies and all places 
in which the Eng. had troops included in the 
l'ufpenlion of arms, OBlohr 1 uh, 372, 373. 
the Eng. factory at Vizagapatam encourage 
Jafferally and Vkeramrauze to oppofe the 
French authority in the Northern provinces, 
373. the Morattoes fpare this fadfory, 374. 
Poifellions allowed the Englifh by the condi¬ 
tional treaty, 373. the Englifh had 900 Fr. 
prisoners, the French only 2 50 Englifh, 376. 
the acceffions made by the Eng. to their in¬ 
comes on the C. of Coromandel, 377. they 
keep the advantage of 650 Fr. prifoners, and 
derive another by the removal of Dupleix, 

377.- J 7 SS' the Fr, inform them of the 

ic hemes of the Myforeans to get Tritchiao- 
poiy. They fend a detachment to reduce the 
Madura and Tinivelly countries, 380. Colonel 
Ileron gives the Moravar 3 Eng. flags ns a 
mark of their feieadfhip, 384. good inten¬ 
tions of the Morsvar to them, 387, Englifh 
m, 396. the prefidency perplexed about the 
affairs of Madura and Tinivelly, and the 
quarrel between Tanjore and Tondiman, 402. 
Mahomedally their ally, m, 427. Jafferally, 
who held corrcfpondence with them, promifes 
a body of their troop* to Salabadjing, if the 
French are difimfled, 428. July, the exigence 
of the Englifh on the C. of Coromandel feemed 
to depend on the removal of the French in¬ 
fluence in the Decan, 434. _ 

ENGLISH , the, when meaning, implied in, or 
applied to any of the various terms of their Euro,- 


pea n foldiery, viz. Arms. ARMY. An til i,®- 
ky. Battalion. Camp. Cannon. Cannon 
balls. Colours. Column. Commandant. 
Commissary. Convoy. Deserteks.‘De¬ 
tachment. Division. Entrenchment. 
Escorts. Field pieces, F-ac, Force. 
Garrison. Grenadiers. Guns Gun¬ 
ners. Line. Officers. Party. Platoon, 
Prisoners. Quarters. Recruits. Re¬ 
doubt. Reinforcement. Sepoys Sol¬ 
diers. Troopers. Troops. N B. This, 
article comprizes a fummary of all the military 
operations and events in which the Englifh 
forces or any part of them were engaged on the 
Grafts of Coromandel and Malabar, from the 
commencement of hoftilicies on fhore in the 
year 1746. to the period with which this 

volume concludes, i. e. July 1756.-1746. 

200 Engl, were tlte Soldiers in the garrifon of 
Madrafs when attacked by Delnbourdonnais,. 
66, December the 8th, the garrifon at Fort St.. 
David Tally, when the French army retired, 
81. the Englifli had not yet raifed Sepoys, 81.. 
1747, March , the garrifon at Fort St. David 
march out and encounter the Fr. from Pondi¬ 
cherry, 87.-1748. Augujl Sih, the Engl. 

army marches again ft Pondicherry, their force, 
98, their operations until they raife the 

liege, Offober 6th, p, 98 to 106.-1749. 

April, the expedition under the command of 
Captain Cope into Tanjore, was the firft in 
which the Engl, troops were engaged again ft 
the force? of an Indian prince, 110. attack¬ 
ing Devi Cotah, 113, 114, 11$. which they 
take, 116. an Englifh detachment takes, and- 
defends, Atcheveram, 117. Augujl , the Engl.. 
troops hear of the battle of Amboor whilft in 
the Tanjore country, and leaving a garrifon 
in Devi Cotah return to Fort St. David, 130. 
Mahomedally requefts a body of their troops 
to defend Tritcbinopoly, 132. one hundred 
and twenty are lent, 133. 20 Envgl.foldicrs 
fent from Trltchinopoly to Tanjore, when 
invefted by the French andChundafaheb, 135, 

136.-1750, March 22d, the Engl, troops 

from Tritchinopoly and. Fort Sr. David join 
Nazirj'mg, under the command of Major Law¬ 
rence, 138, 139 March 23d, cannonade be¬ 
tween the Engl. andFr. troops , 140. the Eng- 
li fh refeue the French gunners from the Mo¬ 
rattoes, 142. Major Lawrence returns wit 
the l all alien to Fort St. David, 146. July, the 
Engl, troops under Capt. Cope join M a homed- 
ally, a lkirmifh with the Fr. on the 19th, 
148. a cannonade the 21ft, 149. they return 

to Fort St. David Aug. 19th, 150.-1751. 

April , the Eng. army takes the field under the 
command of Captain Gingen, 172, take Ver- 
dachclum, 172. joined by Abdullwahab and 
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die Nabob’s troops, 172. fire the outward town 
•of Volcondah, 175. the Eng. battalion retreats 
in a panic, 173, 174- why not purfued by 
Chundafaheb, 174- retreat to Utatoor, 174, 
a {mail party of Engl* officers and troopers fur- 
rounded and well nigh cut oft, *75* J n h 
13th, retreat of the party under Dalton to the 
main body in the {freights of Utatoor, 17/- 
the army encamps on the Coleroon, 177* where 
the battalion takes pofleffioti of Pitchaudah, 

178* croffes the Coleroon and goes into the Pa¬ 
goda of Seringham, 173* is reduced 10400 
men, crofies the Gaveri and encamps under 
Tritchi nopoly, 180- July* the K* of lan- 
lore fufters both the Engl, and Fr. troops to 
oafs through his country, 182. Fight ot the 
party at Coudore, 182. notwtthihndmg the 
fern force meats, the battalion at Tritchitiopoly 
does not exceed bookmen, 183. Augujl, de- 
tachruentniarching with Clive to Arcot, 183* 
operations of this party at Arcot mentioned, 

184, 185, 186* Implied to 191. party going 
from Madrafs to reinforce Clive at Arcot 
Jharply attacked at Trivatore, 191. the defence 
of Arcot continued, 191 to 196, November 7 
Bafihrow with his Morattoes join Clive in the 
Englifh campy 196* the field pieces at the fight 
of Arni ferve well, 198. the Engl. find much 
baggage in the town of Arni, 199. take Con- 
jeveratn, 199, 200* the battalion aiTritchlno- 
poly dclpife the operations of the French, 201 * 
beat them out ot a battery of 2 guns, 201. 
the Fr. furprize the E n g\ lift en t ren chine at at the 
French rock, 201* fire cannon balls with the 
Englith mark, which had been fired by the 
Engl, ftilps at Pondicherry, 202. the essences 
of the Engl, battalion defrayed by the treafury 
of Fort Sc* David, 202, the foperior numbers 
of Chundafaheb’s army deter the E ugh troops 
from vigorous efforts, 202. the grenadiers with 
Dalton refeue the wood carts, and give a good 
opinion of the Englifli to the Myloreaiis, 
203 . they bury the Jr r. dragoons killed by the 
Morattoes of Inms Khan, 205. who prafter to 
engage the enemy’s army with the EngU bat* 
talieny 205. and reproach them for declining 
the rifque, 206* Parties fent to Khlnaveram 
to efcort the Myfore army, 207* who are 
amazed at the appearance and difciplineof the 

Efigl. tr&opSy 207.-1752* February 7 Gin- 

gen refufes MorarlroW and the My for cans to 
attack the enemy’s polls with the Engl, batta¬ 
lion until reinforced, 208.-1732. the Engl. 

troops in the province of Arcot are retired ro 
their garrifons, 209. February the 2d, take 
the field at Madrafs againfl Rajafoheb, under 
the command of Clive, 209. they fight Ra- 
jahfaheb and the French at Covrepauk, 2 10. 
when many of the Engl, gunners are kilfed, 

2 lit totally defeat the enemy, 211, 212* 
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March 15th, detachment of 400 Europeans 
and 1200 Sepoys, under the command oi Ma¬ 
jor Lawrence, and accompanied by Clive, 
march from Fort St. David to reinforce the 
army at Tritchinopofy, 213. their progrefs, 
cannonade at Coiladdy, March 28th, 214. 
joined by detachments from Tritchinopoly, 

214, 215, - March 29th, Clive advances 

with a detachment of grenadiers and artillery* 

215. a hot cannonade, the Engl, fire from 9 
pieces of cannon t 216* jSpril ift, the Engl. 
troops from their long inactivity knew little of 
the ground about Tritchinopoly, and the de¬ 
tachment font to furprize Chtmdafa hob’s camp 
is milled by the guides, 217. Dalton with 
the grenadiers takes Eliniiferum, 218, 219. 
and a gun in the ifland of Seringham, 219, 
the enemy are now imprefied with the fame 
terrors they had formerly raifed in the Englifh 
and Nabob’s army , 22a. A dimjion of the 
army fent with Clive to Sarakvaram, 220, 
221. idetachmentfiom which takes Manfur- 
pett, 221. and another party Lalguddy, 222* 
April 14th, the Fr. from Seringham attack 
the camp at Samiaveram in the night, 222, 
223. 40 Englifh dcfertcri with the French, 223* 
give rife to miftakes and confufion among ft 
the Engl. troops^ 223, 224, 225. the Engl. 

fddzcrs fiiffer by the relillance of the defer ten 
at the Pagoda, 22;. May 9th, a party from 
Mafor Lawrence’s Jinttf&n march with Dalton 
toUtatoor, fight D’AutueiPsdetachment there, 
and oblige them to retreat, 226, 227. Law 
with all the French troops crofs the Coleroon, 
the Engl, army under Clive draw our, but no 
engagement enfues, 228. May 15th, the ene¬ 
my’s camp in Seringham cannonaded by Clive 
from the mound at Pkchandah, the fire from 
whence cannot dilmount the Englifli gmssy 229. 
the troops with Clive attack Pkehandah, 230* 
their officers fare the gnrrifon from the fword 
of the Sepoys and Morattoes, 230, The 
EngUJb give their pafTporrs to Chundafaheb’s 
troops, 231. are informed by deferters of 
D’AutueiFs convoy. 233. Clive marches 
agatttft him, the Sepoys forming the van of 
the Engl, column, 234. the Engl, troops Attack 
the Fr* m the ftone fort of Yolcondah, and 
D’Autueil with his whole detachment furren- 
ders, 235. the Engl, preparing to batter the 
Pagodas in Seringham, 237. June ad, D’ Au - 
tueil in the Engl- camp, 239. Sur render of 
Law and all the Fr, troops at Seringham to 
the Engl. 2:9, 240, who had afred with much 
ability and iprf it in reducing the Fr* andChun- 
dafaheb’s army, 240. Dalton left commander 
of the Engl, gatrifon in Tritchinopoly, 244. 
Mytbrean withes for the departure ot the 
Engl, battalion from Tritchinopoly, 247. they 
march away difpirited, 247. fummon ’Volcon- 
N n n 2 dah 
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dab, 247, : 4 S - take Ac Pagoda. jrf Trivadi, 
and encamp there, 248. They march againft 
(iirtree under Major Kineir, 2; ;. are beat at 
Vicravandi, 254. retreat to Trivadi and to 
Chimurulelym, 255. Dupleix violates their 
colours on the lea by taking 200 Swift going 
in boats to Tort St. David, 25;. At/gujl, they 
defeat the French army atBahoor, the batta¬ 
lion, m , 256. the grenadiers break the enemy’s 
center, 257. the Offyforeans fchemes to fur- 
prize the Engl, gurrijon in Tritchinopoiy fru- 
iirated (257 to 259), Auguf, the recruits 
from England vile, 261. they attack, and after 
feveral panics take Cobelong, 262, 263, 264. 
and beat a Fr. party coming to furprize their 
campy 264, take Chinghipefj 265, 266. a garri- 
nw under an Engl, often- left there, 266. The 
‘main army rivtth the Nabob and Major Law¬ 
rence fnmnlon and bombard Vandivvafh 
{266, 267)* return to Trivadi, and November 
the jc-thto'Fort St. David, 267. ac Tritchi¬ 
nopoiy, the Engl, garrifon attacks the Regent’s 
camp’at Seringham in the night, 269. their 
party in the Choultry routed with great lofs, 
(269, 270, 271.) ihegarrijpsi beat up the ene¬ 
my at the Pagoda of Velore, and a body of 
cavalry on the plain,1( 272 ) but the Myforeans 
cut off their provifions, 273, the French pri- 
foners at Arcot confpirfe to overpowerthtEngl. 

garrifon there, 275.- 1753 - January, Us- 

jor Lawrence with the army and the Nabob 
"encamps at Trivadi. January 9th, encounter 
of the battalion with the enemy and Morat- 
tocs, in which the fddie.rs and artifotybehasrs 
calmly, 276. Marches of the army to Fort 
St. David ter provifions; harraffed by the Mo- 
tattoos, who, on January the 28th, loft 300 
horfes by the fire of the fold pieces, 276. the 
guard ox Chimundelum cut off by the Morat- 
toes, 277- Skirmifitcs of the Engl, battalion 
with the Morattoes, 279. April ift, adUon 
of the battalion ekonmg a large convoy of pro¬ 
vifions again ft the Fr. and Morattoes, who 
are beaten, 279, 280. a detachment retakes 
Bonaghen-y, 280. April Major Law- 
fence with rhe army match to \ ritchi nopoly, 
leaving a garrifon in frivadi, 281. detachment 
at Kifinaveram, «, 282. April, at Tritchino¬ 
poiy Dalton throws up a redoubt on the plain, 
and cannonades Verannft camp, who quits it 
283. May the 6th, the army arrives at Trit- 
chi nopoly, its force, 2S3. the_ toth, attack 
the Fr. and Myloreans in the ifland, 283 to 
285. th Q artillery, m, 284. troops, w,_28j. en¬ 
camp at Facquires tope, 28luccefsof a de¬ 
tachment at Trivadi, 286. defeat, mutiny, and 
fur render of the troops there, 2S7. the Engl, 
fenennt-and artillery men retire from Chi Ham- 
bafum, 287. April 21ft, a parry from the 
garrifd* of Arcot, with the Nabob’s troops, 
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beaten by thofe of Velore, 288. the enemy’s 
cannon plunge into the Engl, camp at the Fat- 
quires tope, 289- the army d ift re fled for pro¬ 
vifions, 290. June the 26th, battle and vic¬ 
tory at the Golden Rock, 290 to 294. bat¬ 
talion, m, 291, 292, 293. troops, 291. 294^ 
in great want of cavalry, apply to the K. of 
Tanjore, 294. Dalton with the garrifon and • 
the grenadier company refeues the Nabob from * 
his clamorous troops in the city, 294, 295. 
the tfrwy marches to Tanjore, 296, the gar ri- 
j'tut of Tritchinopoiy blow up the defences of 
"Wariore, but the explofion fails at Weycon- 
dah, 296. fcheroe of de Cattans to attack the 
EngU garters in the city with the Fr. pri- 
foiiers, 297. detedled by a Fr. foldier who 
was faithful to the Englifh, 298. Auguf the 
7 th, the army with the convoy from Tanjore,. 
arrives at Dulaway’s Choultry, 299, the 9th, 
beat.the French and their allies, wbq endea¬ 
vour to oppofe their paftiige to the city, 299 
to 303. Engl, party, m, 300. troops, m, 301. 
artillery, m, 301, 302, 303. battalion, 301. 
grenadiers revenge the death of their Cap¬ 
tain Kirk, 302. the Englifh trufied the collec¬ 
tion of the provifions to the Nabob’s officers, 
who failed in this duty, 303. the army en¬ 
camps at the 5 rocks, 303. the Engl, ought 
not to have hanged De Cattans, 304. Augnft 
34th, obliged to a£t again on the defensive, 
406. an c/cort of 100 Europeans repulfes3QQo 
Morattoe" and My fore hurfe, 306, 3 07. the 
camp moves to the Fr. rock, to receive the re¬ 
inforcement coming from Devi Cotah, 307. 
cannonade at the water courfe, 308. arrival of 
the reinforcement, 309. September 21ft, battle 
and victory at the Sugar loaf rock, 309 to 
31-3. Englifh battalion, m, 311, 312. troops , 

313. grenadiers, 312. artillery, 313, the Eng- 
lifti lofs, 314. the Engl.,/% planted on the 
Sugar loaf rock, 314, 'attack and take Wey- 
condah, 314, 315. the army encamps at the 
French ruck, 315. Qilobtr 23d, reinforces 
Tritchinopoiy, and goes into cantonments at 
Coiladdy, 316. an Engl, detachment defeats 
Mahomed Comaul near Tripetry, 318, 319.. 
the at Coiladdy, m, 320. November 27th, 
allault of Tritchinopoiy repul fed by the Engl, 
garrifon (32010 324.) November zyth, a party 
from Coiladdy reinforce the garrifon ; the army 
arrive December the 3th 324. thzcamp receive 
conveys of provifions from Tricztapoly, 326.. 
Detachment from Devi Cotah relieve Ift lam 
Cotah, 317. The K. of Tanjore, on Monac- 
gee’s victory over the Mprattoes, will not fend, 
his troops to join the Engl, arnpy, 342, Nim> 
bers of the garrifon in J ritchiuopoiy, and of 
the army In the field at the end of December , 
1753, p, 343. February i;ih, couvoyof i$o 
European3 and 1500 Sepoys deftroyed and 

taken 


> 
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t^ken by tbc Myforean and Morattoes, 345, 
the gallant company of grenadiers loft in this 
action, 345* the Sepoys fuffered to return 
to the campy the officers give their parole 
to Salabadj'agj 345 detachment fent by fea to 
DeviCotah* 345. not itrong enough to march* 
346 the K. or I anjore forbids his merchants 
to fupply the Englifh with provifions* 346, 
Mahomed Iffoof commander in chief of all 
the Sepoys 346, the enemy might eaOIy 
have cut off the provifions of the campy 347 * 
April f tome Colleries belonging to the camp 
difcover the parcel of letters* which were in¬ 
tended by Poniapah to ruin Mahomed Moot* 
348, the fequcl of Poniapah’s treachery ft 
From fa 348 to 353, in which the Regent of 
My Cure fchemes to prejudice Mahomed Iffpof 
in the minds of the Englifh* 349* the In¬ 
terpreters of the commandant at Tritchino- 
poly and of the c&mmijfary concerned* 350, 
troopers ^ 332. May 12th* a party fens with 

Calliaud to bring in a convoy of provifions, 
meet and attacks a detachment of the enemy, 
both armies move* a generalaftion enfues, ki 
which Calliand beats off the enemy, 354 to 
347* field-piecesy m f 355* 356* number of 
the army y 355, atmy, 357. troops, 336. 

art Ihryy 356. the attachment of Tondiman 
had enabled the Englifh to fhmd their ground 
at Trirchinopoly* 357. their Sepoys at KiF 
la no re diftrdfed* 3^7. May 23d, the army 
marches for Tan jure, 358. the party fent to 
Patam Cotah returns to Devi Cotah, February , 
another* fent again ft Chilhunb rum, routed; 
the officer infufficient, 358. the reinforcement 
at Devi Cotah relieve Falam Cotah, the troops 
barrafted in their return* the army ar¬ 

rives at Taujore and is joined there by the 
detachment from Devi Cotah, 361. Rehtjvree- 
meats arrived at Mad rail, 400 men in battalion 
fent to join Maphuze Khan at Conjeveram* 
363. a plat&w with Maphuze Khan's force 
take Outramaldre* 362, 363- army z 364* 
Qarrtjfm at Tritchinopoly get conmoyp irom 
the woods, 64, July 23d, Major Lawrence 
marches with the troops from Tanjore to At- 
ehempettah* where the Tunjorines join on 
the 27th, py 365* Godeheu fends back to 
Madraft the Swil's foldicrs^ which Dupleix 
had taken, 367 the detachment with Maphuze 
Khan i?ave him at Fort St. David* 367. and 
on the 14m of Angufi arrive at Arehempet- 
tub* 368, Review of rhe "army there, the 
battafibn* 1200 men* 368. Augufi 1 he 17th, 
March and action 011 the plain of Tritohmo- 
poly, 368 to 370. troop.y m r 368* llxi t w* 
569* lire of the Eng. cannoty 369. officers * 
vy 369. Ategujt 20th, Major Lawrence moves 
to the FaccjuinPs tope, 370. fome artillerymen 
with spoSepoys placed in Efimiferum* which 


Monacgeehad taken, 370. the Fr. fearing the 
Eng. intend to attack them at MootacheUinore, 
crofs over into Seringham, 370. A party with 
Jo. Smith fent to protect the labourers atCoi* 
laddy* 371. with the reinforcements^ the Eu¬ 
ropean force con lifts of 2000 men, and fu- 
peri or in quality to the French* 371. all places 
in which either nation had troops included in 
the fufpenfion of arms, 372, Adlercmn com¬ 
mands all the Eng. troops in India, 372. the 
Eng, have 900 French pr if oners f the Fr. only 
230 Englidi* 376. after the exchange have 

650 Fr. prifoners, 377.-1755. February f 

detachment with Colonel Heron fent into the 
Madura ,and Tinivelly countries, 3S0, Col¬ 
leries employed to fteal the enemy’s horfes* 
381. the Engl, officers have not teen the atro¬ 
cious cuftoms imputed by Father Martin to 
the Colleries* 382. the army attack Lachen- 
aigue*sdiftri£l, 383. take pofleffion of Madura, 
384, take Coilguddy* and plunder the temple 
of the images* 383. detachment fent again ft 
Catabomimfigue, 386. another takes Nelli 
Cotah* cruelty of the Eoglifh troops there* 
387. they drive away the Momvarft troops, 
3 87. ih zgarrifon at Tritchinopoly informed of 
the Myforean T sfchcmcs agair.lt the city* 388* 
3S9, the army before Ndiitangavillc, 390. 
Return of the or my and detachments from the 
Tinivelly country to Madura* May 23d* p f 
390, 5"9 r. May the 29th* the army Attacked 
by the Colleries in the pa ft of Na train, 591 
to 393, encamp nr Warfare pagodas, June the 
5th* 395, Foliei :e/corh the Nabob to Arcot* 

397, 398. Oft oh ay detachment commanded by 
Kilpatrick lent with the .Nabob againft the 
northern Poly gars * 398, dread of the Englifii 
troops in the Madura and Tinivelly countries* 

398. 400 and 401. troops^ m f 406. 800 Eu- 
rapeamtsnd 1000 Sepoys proceed in the fquadron 
from Bombay again ft G her hi under the com¬ 
mand of Clive, 414. they land, 416. take 
pofleffion of the fort* 416. progreft of Kil- 
jj a 1 rlck’s detachment y 417. encamp and fum- 
man Velore, 418. deterred by the approach 
of the Fr. troops* return to Arcot, 420. m f 
421. March 24th, detachment fent with Ma¬ 
homed Ifloof into the Madura and Tinivelly 
countries, 423, the EngHfli arms had left the 
Fr. no great gainers in the province of Arcot* 
428. See Eitrofeaxs m the fenrice 0/ the 
Englifb, and Euglifli Sepoys under EnglUb# 

ENGLISH SQUADRON , Ships of War.— 
1744, a fquudmn in the Indian Seas, which 
alter cruizing fuccefsfuliy in the freights of 
Sundah and Malacca* 60* arrive from Batavia on 
iheCoaftof Coromandel in July* 1745* p^ 60* 
a I a mi D upleix *61. com man tied by Com m ydore 
Burnet* leavethecoaftinOflober,6i, — 1746. 
return from Merghiand Bengal in the begin- 
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niflg of the year, are reinforced from England 
by 3 fhips, and fend back two,6i.See Barnet. 
June 25th, meet and fight Labourdounais, 
are commanded by Peyton, fail to Trincono- 
malee, 62, 63, 64. Augujl 6th, they fee La- 
hourdonnais again, and avoid the encounter, 
64. were fetor into India to procetft the Eng. 
fet dements on the C. of Coromandel. 66. 
Augujl 23d, appear off Paliacate, and fail for 
Bengal, 67. September 8th, Labourdonnais be¬ 
gging Madrafs afraid of their return, 67. 

■-ri 747, March 2d, the fquadron, now 

commanded by Admiral Griffin, arrives from 
Bengal at Fort St. David, on which the French 
■troops retire, 8.7. Rationed in fight of Pon¬ 
dicherry, 87. attempt to ride out the mon* 
foon in O Bober, 87. but moft of them forced 
to bear away to I rinconoinalee, where Mr, 
Griffin in his fhip goes in December , 88.— 
1748. January, all esccpt the Medway re¬ 
turn to Fort St, David, 88. June 29th, the 
20 gun (hip difeovers Bouvet’s fquadron, 89. 
which the Eng. follow to Madrafs, but he was 
one, 91, Force of Mr. Bofcawen’s fqua- 
ron, 91, 92. arrive at the Cape of Good 
Hope, ' m El arch and April, fail joined by 5 
Dutch fhips to Mauritius May the 8th, 92. 
■amvethere Jane 23d, 96. reeonnoitre theifland 
and leave it, June 27 th, 97 and 98. ‘July 29th, 
arrives at Fort St. David, and joins Mr. Grit- 
fin’s fquadron there, who religns the com¬ 
mand to Mr. Bofeawen, and proceeds with a 
60 gun {hip and 2 frigates to Trinconomalee, 
and from thence, in January 1749, to Eng¬ 
land, 98. Great force of the two fquadrons 
when united under Mr. Bofeawen, 98. Aug. 
8th, the fhips proceed before the army, and 
anchor two miles to the South of Pondicherry, 
99. September the 27th, they cannonade the 
town, but with little effetft. Captain Adams of 
the Harwich killed, 103, 104. O Bober, the 
failors and {lores reimbarked in the fhips which 
return to Fort St, David Qftober 6th, 104. 
leave the coaft, fome go to Atchin, fome to 

Trineonomalee, 107.-1749. January, all 

return to Fort St. David, 107. April 13th, 
the Apollo, Pembroke, and Namur loft with all 
their crews in a hurricane, 109. July, three 
•fhips of the line and three of the Company’s 
carry the artillery and ftores of the army to 
DeviCotah, 113. OBoben ift, Mr. Bofeawen 
fails with the fleet from Fort St. David for 

England, 133.-1751. Otiober, the fame 

(hot which the Engl, fliips had fired againft 
Pondicherry, fired by the Fr. againft Tritchi- 

nopoly, 202.-1754. September, Admiral 

Watfon arrives with a fquadron, which with the 
Company’s fhips bring Adlercron’s regiment, 
and 40 of the King’s artillery, 371. Godehcu 


afraid of the advantages which the Englifh 
might derive from their fquadron, 371, (J Bo¬ 
ber, Mr. Watfon proceeds with the fquadron 
from the C. of Coromandel to Bombay. In 
December, Commodore Poeock arri ves at Ma¬ 
ri rafs with a 70 and 60 gun fliip, 375. — 1 yg 5. 
January. The fquadron arrives at Fort Sr. 
David/from Bombay; able pailage, 380. the 
Nabob goes on board the Admiral’s fliip at 
Fort Sr. David, 398, their prefence on the 
C. of Coromandel awes the Fr. government, 
they depart in OBober and on the 10th of 
November arrive at Bombay, 405. m, 414, 
-—1756. proceed with the marine force 
of Bombay and troops againft Ghcriah, and 
take it, 414 to 417. return to Bombay and 
repair there in April, arrive on the 12th of 
May at Mad rafs, 417._ 

English Ships, meaning thofe belonging to 
the Eaft India Company, commonly called 

Eaft India fliips.-1746. Augujl the iSth, 

the Fr. fquadron attempt to cut one out of 
the road of Madrafs without fuccefs, 66. 
.Sept, 10th, this fliip furrenders with the town, 
68. December, another nearly taken in Madrafs 
road by the French, Sg."1747* January, 
another taken ftupidly, 86. another fails with¬ 
out landing the treafure at Fort St. David, 
but the (hip, which had efcaped from Madrafs, 
comes there, and lands 60000/. in February , 
S6.—1748. one taken in fight of Bombay, 
89. Eleven ferve as tranfpons in Mr. Bof¬ 
cawen’s armament, 92. three employed to 
tranfport the artillery and ftores for the attack 

of Devi Cotah, 113. --1751. July , the 

fliips from Europe bring recruits to Fort St. 

David, iSt.-1754- the Company’s fliips, 

with Watfon’s fquadron bring Adlercron’s 
regiment, .40 of the King's artillery, and 200 

recruits for the'Company’s troops, 371.- 

1733. Several bring a con fide rable body of 
troops to Bombay, 403. one loll on an iflnnd 
on the C. of Africa, 800 in. e. of the Cape 
of Good Hope, 406.-1736, the Darby 
taken by Angria 28 years ago, 410. 

Englijl? Deputies at Sadrafs, 337, 338. 340. 

EngUJb drums, 327. 

EngUJb flag.--1749. hoifted by Mr.Bofeawen 

at St. Thome, 131 - —— 1753- May, three 
given by Col. Heron to the Moravar, in to¬ 
ken of their friendfhip, 384. Commodore 
James, on delivering the forts of Severndroog 
to the Movattoes, takes down the Englifh 
flag, 414. 

EngUJb force.-1753, Augujl 23d, a reinforce¬ 

ment to the enemy’s army, equal to the whole 
of the Eng. force, appears on the bank of the 
Cole root), 304. 

ENGLISH Government in the ifland of 

BOMB AT, 
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EON'BAT, 4x0. See Bombay , The EngUJb 

arms there, 4x2. 

EngUJb inhabitants of Madrafs, ruined by the 
Ms of it, 1746, p, 77. 

Englijb ketches, belonging to the marine of 
Bombay, 412. 

Engl'Jhvian, 223. one, a refolute ferjeant of 
Sepoys clambers up the gate way of Wey- 
condali, 315.—-In 1756, long fince any 
Engli finnan hod feen Gheiiah, 414. 

Englijii mark on cannon balls, 202. 

Englijbmen, the brave if, cruel at the lacking of 
Nelli Corah, 387. 

EngBJb roiniftry.-1754. Dttpleix removed 

without application from them, 366. 

Emlijh prefxdency, meaning Madrafs, which fee. 
Englijb Sepoys. See SEP 02 6. 

ENGLISH SETTLEMENTS, thofe on the 
C. of Coromandel, m, 66. Dupleix th reamed 
to reduce the Engl tilt ietclements of Madrafs 
and Calcutta to their original flate of filhing 
towns, 378. 

T?.S WAR A, divinity of the Indians, 2. twtfts off 
the neck of Urania, 3. 

Etlaporum, one of die Eallern Poly gars of Tini- 
velly, 420. gave hod ages to Colonel Heron, 
in 1755, and treats for them in 1756, p, 
423. «, 425. 

EUROPE , m, 1. the rnanufailures of linen 
in India furpafs thofe of Europe, 8 777,28. m, 
60. the European troops in the Colonies of 
India are compofed of men of all the nations 
in Europe, 80. 77/, 85. the vegetables of 
Europe fucceed at Bourbon, 93. Peace in 
Europe in 1749, 130. the fufpedted priefls 
at Sf. Thome fent to Europe, 131, peace, 
167. »7, 181. rules of war in Europe not 
applicable in India, 188. a platoon in India 
as important as a regiment in Europe, 219. 
My 229. 777, 253. camps in India unlike 
thofe in Europe, 311.. meaning England, 
316, m, 337. meaning England, 362 and 
371, 777, 375,777, 376. meaning France, 377. 

Europe, flops from, 70 72. 181. 294. 

Europe, recruits and reinforcements from, 181. 
191. 309. 362. 

EUROPEANS in general, what they under¬ 
hand by the Eaft Indies, 1. improperly call 
Soubahdar, Sou bah ; and Mahomedans, 
Moors, 35.. and minor officers, Nabobs, 36, 

Europeans eitablifhed at Madrafs, 65- 

In 1746, very few had feen Arcot, and 
knew as little of it as of Delhi, 84, 85. the 
natives of Bourbon ftouter than any colony of 
Europeans between the Tropics, 93.777, 143, 
until 1751, were only aecuilomed in India 
to trade, 167. the troops of India unequal 
to the attack of fortified polls defended by 

Europeans, 208.-1753. No Europeans 

had. "ever poll died fuch a territory as the 
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French, when they obtained the northern pro¬ 
vinces, 335. their affairs in India fubjed jto 
treachery by their ignorance of the languages 
of the country, 353. 777, 364. Dupleix in¬ 
tended to have expelled all the other Eu¬ 
ropeans out of India, 378-X 7 S 5 ) at 1 ^' 1S 

time knew little of the Col!erics, 381. Sec 
European Nations. 

EUROPEANS, this term is very often ufed to 
diftinguUh the European foldicry belonging to 
whatfoever nation in India, from the native 
troops of India, entertained by that nation : 
and the term Europeans is ufed in fiend of the 
appellative of the nation to which this foldiery 
belongs, becaufe thefe troops are always com¬ 
pofed ofa variety of European nations, inllead 
of being all of the nation they ferve. Having 
detailed under the articles Englifli and French 
army, the military operations of thefe nations, 
it becomes needlefs to table the particular cir- 
cumfhnces in which the term Europeans is 
employed. We (hall neverthelefs to fatisfy ac¬ 
curate curiofity, enumerate all the mention 
that are made of thefe Europeans, diftir.guifh- 
ing them by the nation to which they belong. 
EUROPEANS, in the fcrvice of the DUTCH, 

93. 

EUROPEANS, in the fcrvice ofthe ENGLISH, 
87. 91. 104, 105. 109, 110, in. 113, 114, 
iiS> ,l6 > “y- > 33 - r 3 s - M8, 1+9, 151, 

152. 169, 170, 171, I7_2, 173, 1-4. 176.. 

180, i8r, 182, 183, t»4, 185. 1S7. 189. 

191. 195, 196. 198. 200. 206, 207, 208, 

209, 210, air, 212, 213, 214, 2x5. 219. 

221, 222, 223, 224. 226, 227. 230. 233, 

234, 235. 253, 254, 255. 259. 261. 263. 

266, 267, 168, 169. 271, ijt. 276, 277. 

279. 281. 2S3. z88, 289, 290. 295. 297. 

299. 301. 303. 306, 307, 308, 309, 310,. 

311. 316. 318, 319. 323, 324. 343. 346. 

354J 355* 35 6 ’ 357* 35 s - 3 6 '* 3 62 - 3 b 7> 

368, 369, 370, 371. 383. 385, 386 391, 

39 2 > 393* 397* 398; 405. 418. 423. 434. 

EUROPE A NS, in the lerviee of ihc l REN C H, 
81. 91. 99.. 102. 104. 126. 135. 147. 150, 
151. 155. 163. 173. xSa. 186 189. 195. 

197, 198, 199, zoo. 209. 211, ; 12. 219, 

222. 228. 230. 235. 239. 253. 255. 262, 

263, 264, 265. 268. 275, 276. 283. 286, 
287. 289. 296. 302, 503, 304, 303, 306. 

313. 320. 331, 33’. 344 35s, 356, 357. 

369.. 371. 374 396. 418. 429. 

See infra European troops. 

European allies, itrel's of the war in Coromandel 
lay on the European allies, 219. m, meaning 
the Englith, 246s m % meaning the French, 
426- 

European arms, to give a juft idea of their fupe- 
riority in India, the principal intention at 
this hiftory- ? 219. 

Europe a ; 
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European blood, B’Atftueil don't intend to fiied 
aar f 440, 

European Colonics or Settlements coutrouled by 
the Mogul government, money extorted from 
them in Bengal, 120- DupleLx intended to hate 
reduced them nil under his own authority, 378* 

European force—-—1756, Madrafs cannot fpaie 
any from the Carnatic, 421. 

European gunners, afleep when the French efca* 
laded Trite hi nopoly, 321, 

European inhmtry, io,oco Travancores difetp* 
lined in their manner 400. 

Rurcpmn manner, 400 of the natives of India 
difciplmed in their manner brought by Dete- 
bourdomrais againfi Madrafs, 67* N, B, thefe 
were probably the fir ft Sepoys employed by 
an European nation, 

European mariiTffrs, French, 67. 

-Murapean markers* Clorh very proper for them, 
made m the northern provinces ccded^to the 
French, 335* 

EUROPEAN NATION, NATIONS ; none 
ever had bad fbch a fleet in India as Bofcaw- 
en’s, q8i great advantage to that nation which 
fliould get a port on the C* of Coromandel, 

112* Dtipleix thought to get more by con- 
queft in India than any European nation had 
ever gained by trade, 120. the powers of India 
can never relift a powerful European nation 
uulefs affiiied by another, 3 73* meaning French 
and Engliili, 376, Angria’s fleet formidable to 
the fhips of ail the European nations in India, 

4 ° 9 ‘ 

European recruits, in 1752 arrive at Madrafs, 
vile, 261- See Englilh army* 

European troops, the topafies are incorporated 
with them, 80* never employed until this war 
againfl: the princes of the country, 120. See 
Englifh army, French army. 

Europem war, the enemy befteging Arcot ig¬ 
norant of the rules, 193. See Englifli army, 
French army* 

F* 

F Acqiiia es, conjefture concerning their on- 

Facpnres tope, or rhe grove of (he r acquire, 4 m* 

s, and 1 m. ;v* ot Tmchinopoly-1752. 

December ^ the My fores ns entrench a detached 
camp there, 273*'——1753. Aprils which 
Dalton obliges them to abandon, 282* May % 
the Eng. army encamps there, 285* the five 
rocks are a mile to the s. 289, September 20th, 
the Eng. army drawn up there, 309 September 
21 ft, and irfarch from hence to the battle of 

the Sugar Loaf rock, 310.-1754- Augnjt 

26th, encamp there again, September ift, move 
from thence to Wariore Pagodas, 370* 

Felix Lieut. - 1751, December ^ fhot through 

the body at Kiftnaveram, 207, 
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FEMSHTA, author of a hifiory of the Mnlio- 
medan conquerors of IcdofUn, from 977 to 
*605. It is the moll curious anti valuable 
piece of oriental hiftory hitherto translated in 
Europe- It is traoflated by Mr. Alexander 
Dow, 30. 

Firouz, Uncle of Mali mood N&fiereddin, 
affiilfinated, iz. 

FIROUZ SCHAHj Emperor of Delhi grand¬ 
father of Sultan Iviahmood, who was con¬ 
quered by Tamerlane in 1398, ft, 12. 
F1ROUZ SuHAH ROCNLDDIN, King of 
Delhi in 1235, p, 12. 

Fitschek, a partisan of fome reputation, ar¬ 
rives at Pondicherry with 600 Hu (Tars in Sep¬ 
tember 1754, p, 371. 

Five Rocks , about.! in. to the s, of Facquires 

Tope.-1753. June, the Fr. and allies 

encamp there, 289. m, 302, 

FORT ST. DAFID -i 74 6, April] Com¬ 

modore Barnet dies there, 62. December, fome 
of the inhabitants of Madrafs efcape tu Fort 
St. David; thelort deferibed; rhe Company's 
agents here take the general rule, on the lofs 
of’Madrafs, 78. December the 8th, the Fr. 
army march againfl it, and retire in confu- 
fiou on feeing Amvarodean’s, 81, 82. the 
garrifon Tally, but do not engage, 83 —— 
1747, February, Anwarodcan’sarmy, recall¬ 
ed by him, departs, 85. the place in diitrefs 
for men and money, a company’s fliip afraid 
to land its treafure; another lands hers, 86. 
March the ad, the Fr. army appeal’s again, 
but march away on the appearance of Mr. 
Griffin’s fquadron, 86, 87. OHober, which 
attempts to ride out the monfoon here, 87, 

88.-174S. January, the dilperfed (hips 

return, 88. Major Lawrence arrives com¬ 
mander in chief, 88. and encamps all the 
troops, 88. their tranfsuftions betrayed 88. 
June the 1 oth, Bouvet’s fquadron appears in 
light, 89, 90. is followed by Mr. Griffin’s 
to Madrafs, 90, 91. during the abfence 
of which, the Fr. army attempt to furprize 
Curidalorc, and are repulfed by Major Law¬ 
rence, 91. News received of Mr. Bofca wen’s 
armament, 91. which arrives July the 29th, 
98, and proceeds Aiiguft 8th, again If Pondi¬ 
cherry, 98, 99. the company’s agents ignorant 
concerning Ariancopang, 99. 0 Holer the 6th, 
the army and fleet return from Pondicherry, 

104,-1749. January, employ theirtroops 

with great indifcrcrion, in fupport of a pre¬ 
tender to the kingdom of Tanjore, 10;. 
March, the army match againfl Tanjore, 
109- April 13th, 2 ot the company’s fhips 
(Landed between Fort St. David and Juddalore 
in the hurricane, 109. the army returns with¬ 
out fuccefs from Tanjore, 112. another 
expedition lefolved, 112. proceeds under 
the command of Major Lawrence againfl 

Devi 
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De vlCotah, 11 j. the government accommodate 
with the K. of Tanjore, who cedes Devi 
Cot ah, uB. Anguji, the army returns from 
thence, 130, news received of peace con¬ 
cluded in Europe, 130. Solicitude concern¬ 
ing the revolution at Arcot, 130. Mr. Bof- 
cawen fails to receive Madrafs, 130. Fort St. 
Pmid flfill continues the Erefidency, 131. 
Gilder 31ft, Mr. Bofcawed' fails with the 
fleet for England, 133. leaves a reinforce¬ 
ment of 300 nren, 133.-—17 5 °_' March 
2ad, the army commanded by Major Law¬ 
rence, joins Nazirjing at \Valdore, 138. 
tvirh whom, he, Dalton and a member of the 
council are empowered to treat for the com¬ 
pany, 138, 139. April, Major Lawrence 
leaves Nazi rj rug, and returns with the army, 
146. Trivadi is 13 in. w. 147. 'July, the army 
commanded by Cope joins Mahomedally, 148. 
Cope inftructed not to let his communication 
with Fort St. David be cut oft', 149. Augujl 
19th, he returns with the troops, 150. Oilober 
19th, Lawrence departs for England, 167. 
Robins arrives, 168. the troops of Fort St. 
David, might have-intercepted the Fr. return¬ 
ing to Pondicherry with the treafures of Na¬ 
zar jin g, 168, rn , 169.-1751, March. Du- 

pleix plants flags round the bounds, 171. 
April, the army takes the field under the com¬ 
mand of Gingen, 171. July, a detachment 
feat with Pigot and Clive to relieve Verda- 
chelum, 181. Pigot and Clive return, 182, 
Augujl, Fort St. David left with only 100 
men, in order to fupply Clive’s detachment 
again(l Arcot, 183. recruits arrive from Eng. 
and too are lent to Madrafs, to be fent from 
thence to Clive, 191. the treafury of Fort St. 
David begins to fupply the expences of the 
Company’s troops in the field, 202* December , 
the army at Tritchinopoly expefi a reinforce¬ 
ment from thence, 206. Clive with the 
troops in the Arcot province recalled in order 
to proceed to Tritchinopoly; they arrive : 
March 15th, Major Lawrence arrives from 
England, takes the command of the detach¬ 
ment, and proceeds with them accompanied 
by Clive to Tritchinopoly, 213. June, 400 
of the Fr. prifoners taken at Seringham fent 
to Fort St. David, 243. Lawrence leaving 
the army at Trivadi, goes to St. David for 
the recovery of his health, 248. July 23d, 
expeditionunder MajorKineer again ft G ingee, 
233, Major Lawrence goes to Madrafs to dif- 
fuadeit, 253. the Fr. army encamps clofe to 
the bounds, 255. Chimundelum a redoubt In the 
bound hedge 3 miles to the w. 235. the Eng. 
troops return and encamp here, 253, two 
companies of Swifs coming from Madrafs in 
boats, taken, 253. Augujl the 16th, Major 
Lawrence arrives with another company; the 
17th, takes the field with the army, 255. 
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after the victory at Bahoor, marches again, 
from Fort St* David to Trivadi, 261- Ntwan- 
ber 15th, the army, compelled by the Mon- 

foon, return to Fort St* David, 267.- 1 75 3 * 

January 3d, 9th, the army returns to Trivadi, 
276* fcveral marches of the army to Fort St. 
David to get provt irons, 276* February ^ the 
guard at Cbimundelum, the weflern redoubt, 
cut off, 277. a company of Swifs arrive from 
Bengal, 279. April the iff, the army and a 
large convoy march to Trivadi, and are at¬ 
tacked, 279. Fort St. David drew large flip- 

plies of grain from Bonagherry, 280.- 

April the 20th, the army marches from Tri¬ 
vadi to Fon St. David, before they proceed to 
Tritchinopoly, 2S1 * the fick fent back, 283,^, 
2 86, reinforcement expedted by the army, 296. 

joins at Tanjore, 299.-1754- Auguft. 

m , 367. Maphuze Khan with his troops ar¬ 
rives at Fort St. David, 367. December t and 
isilill there, 372. m , 375*—*755* January ^ 
the fquadron arrives here from Bombay, 379. 
July^ and the Nabob from Tritchinopoly, 
397. Augufty who proceeds to Arcot, 398. in 
Juhy the fquadron fails to Madrafs, 405. Clive 
appointed Governor of Fort St, David, 406. 

FORT ST. GEORGE 9 the name given to the 
White Town of Madrafs when firil efbblifiied, 
preferred in the tufts and deeds of the Com¬ 
pany; but Mj&R , has prevailed in com¬ 
mon ii fage, See M a d r a $ $. 

FRANCE^ war declared with, in 1744, />* 35* 
Laboutdoimais worthy of the higheit com¬ 
mands in rhe navy of France, 72, —1747. 
Q&oher 3d, ftrips of force fent to Mauritius, 
88, 89, June nth, 400 foldiers with 200000/* 
in fdver fent from France, landed by Bouvet 
at Pondicherry, 90* the Fr. inhabitants of 
Mauritius, moftly natives of France, 94. Ar¬ 
maments fent in detail from France, may ren¬ 
dezvous at Mauritius unknown to the Eng. 96. 
——1748, April , ceffation of arms between 
Gr. Britain and France, 107, Dupieix did 
not think the trade of India without territory 
worthy the attention of France, 120. Peace 
between Gr. Britain and France, 130. ■ - 

1749. Dupleix’s views agreeable to the mo¬ 
narch and mimfters'of, 132*-1752* 7 *W* 

iliips front, expefted at Pondicherry with con¬ 
siderable reinforcements, 233. arrive with 
them, 252. the officer of Gingee fays he keeps 
the place for the king, 253. September ^ fo 
likewffe the officer of Cobelong, 263* the ad- 
miniftration fupport their E. India Company, 
365. but give up Dupieix, 366* the laws of 
France fuperfeded by orders of dfreft from the 
king, 367* probable confequences if the ex- 
ten five projects of Dupleix had been adequate¬ 
ly fupporred in France, 37S. Godcheu re¬ 
turns to France, 380. See French nation. 

Frazer Lieut*-x 7 53. September^ with a de- 
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fachment from Devi Cotah relieves PalamCo- 
tah, 327. and returns with them in January ^ 
* 75 ^? 35 ®*, 

Frazer Mr, original hiftories of Indoftan,andof 
Sultan Babr, brought by him in to England, 17* 
quoted, 19, has publiftied an account of the ex¬ 
pedition of Thomas Kouli Khan into Indians, 

French accounts of their own affairs. #/, 249. 

French Arms* - 1750* reputation of them 

funk after the mutiny of the officers, and the 
retreat of the battalion, 145. December > high 
after the death of Nazirjing, 167. 

FRENCH Army. Its operations. Under 
this head are included, whatibever material 
mentions are made of Artillery, Batta¬ 
lion, Camp, Convoy, Detachment, 
Dragoons, Hussars, Force, Garrison, 

Gunners, Party, Reinforcement.- 

1746, force of Labourdomiais when he at¬ 
tacked Madrafs, 67. their operations; furren- 
der of the town, 67, 68* September 27th, a 
reinforcement of 1360 men arrive at Pondi¬ 
cherry, 69. O Bober 20 th, on Delabo union- 
mis* departure, the force of Pondicherry 
amount to 3000 Europeans, 73. the Fr. gar- 
rifon defend Mad raft agamft Maphuze Khan, 
75, 74, 73. who is iiuirely defeated at St* 
Thome by Paradis with a detachment from 
Pondicherry, 76. this the fir ft victory of a 
long time gained by EuropeansovertheMoors, 
77." December, Paradis returning to Pondi¬ 
cherry with a detachment, is ha miffed by Ma- 
phuze Khan, 79* Bury, the oldeft officer in 
iodia, commands the troops fent againft St. 


David, 80* December 8, the French army 
march againft this place, 81. and retreat in 
confufiou the 10th, 82. the 30th embark in 
boars to attack Cuddalore, but are beaten back 

by the wind, S3.-'1748- January 10th, 

attack Cuddalore in the night, and are re- 
pulled by Major Lawrence, 91. Augujl, de¬ 
fend Amncoppng, 100. a Fr. trooper rakes 
major Lawrence, too* defenccof Pondicherry, 
i q 21 103,104, flrength of the garrifonandlofs 

in the fiege. 104.-—j 749 Jane, a conftdenible 

body join Murzafajing and Chundafaheb; 
ami on the 23d of July gain the buttle of 
Ambuur, in which a Fr. Coffree kills the Na¬ 
bob Anwarodean, i$6, 127, 12S, 129. troops, 
m f 132, December, are attacking Taiijorc, 
—— 3 7 t Jo. March, the Fr. battalion con¬ 
fiding of zooo Europeans under D’Autueil 
encamp at Villanore, 138 and 139. the offi¬ 
cers mutiny, 139. 140. cannonade on the 
quarters of the EngUfh, 140. the battalion 
retreats to Pondicherry, attacked by Mora- 
rirow, 142. their gunners laved by the Eng- 
lifll, 142. the army encamp again, 143. 
Dupleix fays, he ordered the Fr. troops to re¬ 
treat, 144. arms, m. 144. ///, 146. Jufyi the 
Fr, t£ke Trivadi^i^fc.the 19th, are encamped 
on the Pannar, 8 m. e. of Trivadt, 14S* en¬ 


trench there, and cannonade the Englijb com¬ 
manded by Cope, 148, 149, Anguft 2 1 ft, 
entirely defeat MahomedalJy as ibon as the 
EnglHh leave him, 150, i;i t beat the fugi¬ 
tives again at Gingee* and take their artillery f 
151. take Gingee, led by Buffy, 152, m, 154- 
Becember 4th, attack Nazirjmg’s camp, who 
is killed, 15^, iq6. Dupleix offers a body of 
French troops to Murzafajing, 1 62.™ 1751. 
January, a detachment under the command of 
Eli fly proceeds with Murza faying into the De¬ 
can, 163. and contributes much to the rout 
of the Pit am Nabobs, 164, 165, Fcbruay, 
Soo Europeans march with Chundafaheb from 
Pondicherry to Arcor, 168* July, with Chun- 
dafaheb’s army, they cannonade the Eng. 
troops from the fort at Volcondah, and drive 
them from the field, 173. follow them to 
Utatoor, 174, 17;. and in A&guft to Serin g- 
ium, 180. they take Coihddy, rco, 1 Si. en¬ 
camp to the e, of Tritchinopoly, rSi . fend a 
detachment from CoUaddy, which is beaten 
by Clarke and Clive at Coadore, 1S1. their 
battalion yoo men, 183. Septmber 23, 150 
of their Europeans arrive with Rajahfaheb 
at Arcot, ib6. September 24th, cannonade in 
the lireets there, 187. batter the fort, 190, 20 
Europeans and 2 of their field pieces detached 
with Rajaftheb’s troops, attack Lieu tenant 
lumps party at Trivatore, 191. during the 
afiauft of the breaches at Arcot the French 
look on at a difbmce, 195. they encamp with 
Rajah ft heb at Velore, and beat up Bazin row’s 
camp, 196. march with Rajuhftheb to Atari* 
and are joined there by another party from 
Pondicherry, 197* are defeated by Clive at 
Ami, 197, 19S, cruelty of the garrifon and 
illiberality of r he office rat the pagoda of Coi> 
jeveram, 201. who after fome refinance ahan~ 
don the pagoda to Clive, 201* 202. Ineffec¬ 
tual operations of their battalion agai n ft 
Tritchinopolyv 201, 202. the Fr. dragoons 
beat off in a fkirmilh by the Eng. grenadiers, 
203* they bombard Tritchinapoly until the 
end of November 203* December , all their 
dragoons cut off by innis Khan, 204, 205^ 
who defpifes their battalion. 206. their de¬ 
tachment at Kifhtaveram flops the My fore 
army, and repuife the Eng. detachment, 206, 

207. is recalled, 208.-1752- January r 

400 of the Fr. troops with Rajahfaheb’s army 
near Madraft, their motions, 209, 210. are 
entirely defeated by Clive at Cov-rcpauk, 210 
to 2t2. and recalled to Pondicherry, 213* 
March 29th, a hot cannonade between the Fr* 
and Eng- on the arrival of the reinforcemenc 
.with Lawrence and Clive at TritchinopeJy* 
215, z 16, 2 17, April 2d, their pofb ilrongly 
fortified, 21 7, they quit their encampment at 
Chucklypollam, crofs into the if land oi Se- 
ringhain ranch again ft the opinion of Chun- 
d&faheb, and take poll in the pagoda ot Jum- 

NtkUba* 
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bakillna, 2*iS, April 14th, D’Autueil’s con- 
*vov and reinforcement arrive at Utatoor, 222. 
the night attack of the Eng. polls at Samia- 
■v^ram, 223 to 22G» A /ay 9th, D Autucilnt- 

tacked by Dalton atUtaWor, retreats to Vol- 
condah, 227. Law crofles the Coteroon with 
all his force, Clive meets him, but neither 
chufe to give battle, 228. the garrifon in Pit- 
chanda fully on the Engl, artillery and are 
beaten back, 230. Pitchandah taken, 230. the 
Fr. battalion with 2000 Sepoys Unit themfelves 
up in Jumbakiftpa, 212. irrdblutioh of their 
councils j how they might have eicaped, 2 32. 
re in force it ten ts from France expedted in the 
end of June, 333. May 7, D’AutueiPs party 
advancing is met, followed, attacked, and 
taken by Clive at Volcondah, 333, 234, 235. 
June ift, 2d and 3d, furrender of Law and 
all theFr, troops at Seringham toMajorLaw¬ 
rence, 237, 238, 239, 240. ignorance and 
irrefolutiou of their conduct in this campaign, 
240.-17-51. February, the Fr. troops un¬ 

der the command of Bully, quit the country 
of Ciidapah with Salabadjing, 24S, 249. 
March 15th, and take CanouI by florin, 249. 
having palled the Kriftna, are oppofed by Ba¬ 
la gerrnv, 230. April 2d, arrive at Golcon* 
dab, high pay allowed by Salabadjing to the 
officers and foldiers, 2 30,' proceed and remain 

with him at Aurengabad, 250, 231, 252.- 

1732, April, carry the war with Salabadjing 
into the Morattoe country towards Poni, 435. 
ftrvice of their inufketry and artillery in this 
campaign, 433, 436. peace made with Bala- 
gerow, inarch to Golcondah, in the way de¬ 
feat 1 he armies of che R ajahs headed by the Ra¬ 
jah of Niermd, 436, July , the troops of 
Pondicherry defeat the Eng. at Vicravaudi, 
254, 255. are reinforced and encamp near 
Fort St. David, 255. their motions near Pon¬ 
dicherry, 233, 236.- are inti rely defeated at 
Bahoor by Major Lawrence, 236, 237. 
which flops the Myforeau from declaring for 
them, 237. and Innis Khan who was coming 
with 3000 Morattoes to join them, 261. 50 
Europeans fent to Velore, encourage the Fr. 
prifouers at Arcot to rife, 275.-3733. 
January , the Fr. troops joined by Morarirow 
with 4000 Morattoes, entrench on the banks 
of the Pannar, and fail to fupport the Mo¬ 
rattoes in l'everal attacks on the Engl, line, 276, 
277. and 279. April the ift, attack with 
them, and are put to flight, 280. a party from 
Pondicherry with the Morattoes take Eona- 
ghe'rry, but abandon it on the approach of an 
Eng, detachment, 280. April , on the march 
of the Eng. army from Trivadi to Tritchino- 
poly, Dupleix detaches 200 Europeans and 
500 Sepoys to the Myforeans at Seringham, 
283. where they are attacked by Major Law- 
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rence on the 10th of May, and their com¬ 
mander Aflruc adls with ability, 283, 2S4. 
283. theFr. troops at Trivadi, twice repulfed 
in their attack of the village, 286. Trivadi 
furrenders to them, 286, 287* dieir detach¬ 
ment at Velore, with Mortiznlly's forces, 
defeat Abdulhvahab with a detachment of the 
Eng. garrifon at Arcot, 286, 287. a reinforce - 
ment with 3000 Morattoes arrive at Sering- 
hara ; amount of the whole force there, 289- 
their motions to intercept the provilions of 
the Eng. army, 290. June 26th, are entirely 
defeated by Major Lawrence at the battle of 
the Golden rod, 290 to 294. febeme to fur- 
prize Tritchinopoly. De Cattails employed 
in this fervice is dete&ed, 297, 298, 299. 
Augvft the 9th, oppofe the Eng. army return¬ 
ing with the convoy from Tanjorc, and are 
routed, 299 to 303. encamp in a ftrong fitua- 
tion at Wcycondah, 303. Elimiferum, where 
theyhadafmall force, taken by Monacgee, 303. 
ftronger reinforcements of Europeans and Se¬ 
poys, with Morarirow, 3000 Morattoes, and 
others of his troops, arrive to them at Sering¬ 
ham, 304. encamp with their allies at the 5 
rocks, 306. move to the Sugar loaf rock, op- 
poiite to the Eng. encamped at the French 
rock, 307. the 2 camps remain 18 days within 
2 miles of each other, 308. September 19th, 
cannonade on the day the Eng. reinforcement 
arrives, 309. September 21ft, Major Lawrence 
totally defeats them, and their allies at the Su¬ 
gar loaf rock, 309 to 314. Weypondiih taken 
by the Eng. 314, 315. November, the Fr, re¬ 
ceive another reinforcement, 320, on the 27th 
aflault Tritchinopoly by furprize in the night, 
and fail with great!ofi, 324, In Q Holer, 1752, 
the Fr. with Salabadjing, march with him 
from Golcondah, again ft Balagerow and Ra- 
gogecBonfalo, repul fe the Morattoe cavalry in 
l'everal (kirn fifties: Peace made at Calberga 
In November 1 they gain advantages over Ra- 
gogee, who had renewed the war, 328, 329. in 
January, 1733. BulTy going for the recovery 
of his health to Mai'ulipatnam, leaveth the 
French troops at Golcondah, 330. where they 
are diftreffed by the artifices of the Duan, 

330, 331, 332. only a fmall detachment of 
them accompany Salabadjing to Aurengabad, 

331, Mr. BufTy returns to Golcondah, and 
proceeds with the whole force to Aurengabad, 

332, 333, 334. obtains the 4 northern pro¬ 
vinces for the maintenance of his army, the 
Fr. troops as before are to guard the perfoti of 
Sallabadjing, 334. February, 400 with 7 field 
pieces march from Seringham with the Morat- 
toes and Myforeans to intercept the convoy 
coming from Cooraparah, 344. and lave many 
of the Eng. troops from the fword of their 
allies, 344, 345. May 12th, a party way lay 
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Calliaud’sdetachment andconvoy; both armies 
move to the lupporc of their detachments, and 
the French and their allies are routed, 354, 
356. they ravage Tondiman’s country, 
take Ki llano rc, and Kelli Cotah, 356. the 
garrifon at Chilkmbrimi defeat an Eng. parry 
from Devi Cotah, 358. in April a party front 
Pondicherry attack Talara Cotah, which is re¬ 
lieved by a detachment from Devi Cotah, 358, 
3$9. hUy the 24th, the allied army take 
Coiladdy, and cut through the mound, 360. 
Jugufl '17th, oppofe the Eitgllfh returning 
from"Tnnjore; but the French had orders 
to avoid a general engagement, 368 to 370. 
Eli mi fe rum with a fmall garrifon furrenders 
again to Monacgee, 370. the Fr. troops en¬ 
camp at Moota Chellinoor, and retreat to Se¬ 
ri ugh am, 370, 37 Jl September, at Pondicherry 
receive a fciniorcerocii-t from France of 600 
hu liars and 600 infantry, can bring 2000 Eu¬ 
ropeans into the field, 371. adetachmcnt lent 
from Seringham to cannonade the labourers 
repairin'* the mound at Coiladdy, kepj of! by 
captain Jofeph Smith, 372. Huffy with theFr. 
troops and Salabadjing take the field agmnit 
R agogee Bonfola,they advance as far'as Napgore 
in the middle of Berar, and make peace theie 
in April, no details of this campaign publiflied, 
3 72 , 373. troops belonging to Mafuhpatnavn, 
5 7join Vizeramrauze’s army in Chtca- 
cole, and are encountered by the Morattoes, 

. who give way to the Fr. artillery, 37 +' 7 u b ?> 
Buffv goes from Hyderabad to Mafulipatnain, 
and from thence into the ceded provinces, 
374. 0 Bober, truce, conditional treaty and 

exchange of pnToners in the Carnatic, 3 / C ■ 
after which 650 Fr. prifonersremain with the 

Englifo, 377*- J 75 S* the My- 

iprean vvifhes the French troops at Seringham 
would retire to Pondicherry, and leave him 
to purfuc his fchemes agamfl Tritchiuopuly 
with his own means, 380. of which fchemes 
the Fr. commander informs the Eug. garrifon, 
agg. the Fr. troops during the war had over¬ 
run Terriore, depofed the Rheddy, and ap¬ 
pointed another, 396- J u ’ tr > My'iiin with a 
confidcrable force marches to Terriore, and re¬ 
in ftates the former Rheddy, 396. lie fum- 
lnoneth Arielore and Wiwiorepolluin, but is 
recalled on the interpofition of the EnghJ.i 
goveiume nt, 396, 3 97. and 40 ;. B« ffy re main s 
to the end of the year 1754 fettling and Re¬ 
ducing the ceded provinces, 404.——In Ja¬ 
nuary 1755- he returns to Hyderabad, 4p4.the 
Fr troops under his command are obliged to 
afiift S-dlabadjing againft all enemies, 404. 
march with Salabadjing into My fore, 404. 
as farasSeringapatnum^oj. the army returns 
to Hyderabad in July., and remains there the 
reft of the year, 405. The company m Eng. 


land folitttous to remove the’French troops 
from Salabadjing, 405, 406. the meutioi/of 
this body of troops bad been fhuiioufly avoided 
in the conditional treaty, 406.—17562 Ja¬ 
nuary, 700 Europeans and 2000 Sepoys take 
the field to prevent the Engl, from attacking 
Vdore, 418. both retire, 420. February, Bufly 
with the French troops marches with Salabad¬ 
jing and his army ugaiiift Savanore, 426. makes 
the peace there, 427, 428. which accelerates 
the rupture with Salabadjing’s miniitry, and 
Mr. Bu ffy with all theFr, troops are dll mi fled 
from his iervice, 42S. -E.i Inge row makes pro- 
pofals to take them into his, 429. and detaches 
Mnlargee fiolcar to efcorr them in their retreat, 
429. the amount of their force, 429. progrefs 
to Hyderabad where they arrive on the 10m 
of June, 430. June 30th, the iutflars routed 
by the Morattoes, and laved by the dragoons, 
432. M. Bufly with the whole army takes 
poft in Charmaul, 432, 433. See Euro¬ 
peans, See Serovs. See French cftablilh- 
ments. 

French Artillery, m f 164,205, 2to. 313,374. 
See French Army. 

French attack upon Tanjore, m, 135. 

French Battalion, m, 129. 131. 134, 1:7. 119. 

141. 143. 147* 1 S 7 * * 6 4 > i 6 S- *i»» 1 7 ~- 

206. 214, 21?, zi6. 232. 250, 252. 256. 

280. 29T. 308. 312, 313- 343 « 35 & * 3 6 9 - 

See French Army. 

French Caffres, at, 87. See Caffres. 

French Camp, m, 149, 313. See French A rmy, 

French Commandant, >n, 135. 

FRENCH COMMERCE. in India, perpetu¬ 
ally interrupted by the Englifh, no. 

FRENCH COMPANY, See French Kail India 
Company, 

French, Caption, 314. 

Fr£kch Councils.—— 1735 moderation of 
them after the conditional treaty, 405, 

French Deputies.—— t/ 5 6, March, fent to 

treat with Nazlrjing, 144 and 145.7- 1 754 * 

at Sadrafs, conferring wit it the EnglUh on 
peace, 337, 338, 339, 340, 341. 

Fiit.NXH Detachment.- 1751. January, 

under the command of Buffy accompanies 
Murzafajing into the Decan, 163. For other 
particulars, concerning this and ocher detach¬ 
ments, See Bufly, and French Army. 

French Dragoons.-1751. 0 Bober, at Tritchi- 

nopoly, fkirmifliing agamil: the Eng, grena¬ 
diers, 203. December, cut off b.y Innis Khan, 

204.-1756, a troop ferving with Bufly, 

42ij, June 30, they fave the huffars from the 
Morattoes, 432. 

FRENCH EAST INDIA COMPANY, or of 

FRANCE, >n, 64.-i? 49 ‘ Miirzatajiug 

and Chundafiiheb offerconfiderable advantages 
to the Fi. E. I. Company, if Dupleix will 

affiR 
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afiift their projects, 126. Angufi, and give 
fcr villages in the neighbourhood ot Pondi¬ 
cherry, 132. December 31ft, theK.ot Tan- 
iore cedes 81 villages dependent on Karieal, 

x j6.-1750. February, Dupleix employs 

their treafures in aflifting Murzafajing and 
Chundafaheb, 138._ Murzafaj ing had prom 1 led 
to give them Mafulipatnatn, 146 nt, 147. De¬ 
cember, Advantages from the cefiions ol Mur- 
zatajing and Ch u ndaiaheb, 161. Murza filing 
pavs ;ooooX* into their treafury, 162.—— 
lyja. Auguft , Major Lawrence _ inftrudted 
not to carry the war into the ancient limits 
of the French company’s territory at Pondi¬ 
cherry; which was the bound hedge, 246. 
miffed by the reprefentations of _ Dupleix, 
fend no money from France to maintain the 

war 2-;._i-1754. The adminiftration of 

France lupport the company in the war of 
Coromandel, 36 4, O Bober, Godcheu refers the 
accounts of Dupleix to the divefiors in France, 

377,-1755. Salabadjing had given the 4 

northern provinces to the Fr. Company on 
condition that their troops with BuiTy fhould 

afliil him agajnft all enemies, 404.- 1 75^* 

are indebted to Montrirow, who at Sava rune, 
gives up their bond to Mr. Bufly, 4 2 / • Bala- 
gerow, when inviting Mr. Bully to join him 
with the Fr, troops, offers as great advantages 
to the Company, as had been granted by Sala- 
badjing, 429. 

French encampment, near Trivadi, JAy, 1 75 °» 
^,148. 

French, entrenclmient, at Trivadi, 149 and 
287. at the Sugar-loaf rock, 311. See French 
Army. 

FRENCH, Establishments, Govern¬ 

ment, Possessions, Settlements, and 
Territories in Coromandel, the Carnatic, 

and the Decan.- 1 74 s* l ^ e . An- 

warodean Khan promiies to oblige the _Fr. to 
obferve the fame neutrality in the life of their 
marine force as hehadenjoined theEnglifh, 64. 
1746, Augujl, the Englifh call on him to ful¬ 
fil Ins promife of re ft raining the French, 64. 
September the 27th, the Fr. force at Pondi¬ 
cherry fufiicient to have conquered all the 
Englifir fetdements in Indoftan, 69. OBober , 
the Fr. inhabitants of Pondicherry requeft^ 
Dupleix to annul Delabourdonnais's treaty of 

rimfotn for Madrid's, 77.- 1747 . February, 

they make peace with Anwarodean Khan, 85* 
their force greatly fuperior to the Englifir, 

g6. - 1748. 'January , the commander of 

the Tcilicherry Sepoys fchemes to defert to 
the French, S8.—-1749. employ their force 
in the Carnatic with the utmoft ambition, 107. 
fuppurt Chundafaheb, 127. the Catholicks at 
St. Thome attach'd to them, 132, Mahonicd- 
ally fuppofes the Iingiiib will be convinced 
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cf the neceffity of flopping their progrefs, 
T32. OBohr , they derive great advantages 
from Mr. Bofcaw&’s departure, 13*. th ^ 
Fr. eflabltflied themfehes at. Kancal, and 
built a fort there in 1736* again® the will of 
the £. of Tanjore, 136. deputies fem to 
Naziijidg, 144. return to Pondicherry* * 45 * 
-—1750. Stpimbtr, Nazirjing treats with 
them, 153. and proffers to grant their own 
terms* 154* Dsttmber^ value of the celhons 
made by Murzafojing, 161. aflertions con¬ 
cerning Mahomedally, 361-- 1 75 1 * 

bruaty, their inf ereft ]ikelv to be much affected 
by the death of Murzahying, 165 . the Ehg, 
afraid to engage in avowed hoflilities again® 
them without orders from Europe, 167* 
and they are as cautious as the Eng* of appear¬ 
ing principals tn the war* 175. Karkai, a Fr* 

fertlemetit, 238*- 1753. Jmt 2d, Law 

propofes to Lawrence, ihat the Englifh fhould 
facilitate his retreat imm Scringhani to the 
Fr. fettiements, 239. their accounts of the re¬ 
venues of Adoni, Cudapah and Canoul* 349* 
- 1752* Jugufl^ they violate die Eng, co¬ 
lours atTea by taking the Swifs in boats* 253*- 
Auguft^ the Myforeans about to declare for 
them, 257. they took pofieilion of Clvmglapett 
in the beginning of 171 t, 263. their tfS&ref* 
after the capture at beringmm, 275*’-— 
1753* No^ftmbn\ their force much impa : red 

in the atfaultof Tritchmopoly, 324,-1753. 

Dccc?nber y they fend a party oi' Morattoes to 
ravage TTanjore, 325 their acqui Titian of the 
northern provinces* 334, the Eng* not able to 
make head again® them both at Golcondah 

and Tlitchi nopoly* 336.- T 7>4* Jauuary r 

French deputies lent to Sadrafs to confer on 
peace* 337, 338* 339, 340. their papers 
produced at the eongrets ftnpedled of forgery, 
340, their pretenfiom, pleas* and difptites iit 
the conference at Sadrafs* 337 to 341. the re¬ 
gent of My fore knows, that they want to 
get the city of Tritchmopoly for ihemfelves, 
and will not truft them with his own fchemes* 
351. they co I left a very large harveft of rice 
atChiltambrum, 338. the French territories to 
the northward invaded by the Morattoes, 374. 
OBabcr r their poffeffions adjufted by the con¬ 
ditional treaty, 373. revenue of the territories 
which they had acquired during the war* 376* 
377. December % they advife the My for cans 
to return to their own country* 3So*, the My- 
fore an was ■ perfuaded by Morarirow to affift 
them, 389. the Myforeans when they retreated 
from Tritchmopoly left the Fr* government 
the mprefentatives of ail their rights and pre¬ 
tentions in the Carnatic* 396.— 1 tbdr 
pretenfioas to Terri ore valid, 396* to Arte- 
lore and Wario'repollam not admitted^ 396, 
397. take pofleffion of diftttdls near Car an- 
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goly and Ou translate, 403. the appearance 
of the Eng. fquadron produced the moderation 
which prevailed in their councils after thecon- 
dkional treaty, 405 . derive great advantages by 
their accj-gifitioM from Salabadjing, 40 s* who 

is attached to them, 406, - x 756, feared 

that they may intercept the letters troth Bom- 
bay, 407, 418. take the fieid ro proteftVe- 
lore, 4:8. Jane, the Eng. averfe to draw 
them again into the field, 425, Shanavaze 
Khan had as much concealed averiion to the 
Fr. interefts as his predeceflor Seid L&fkar 
Khan, 426 They had never fupplied money 
to Sahihadjing from the government of Arcot, 
427. and were no great gainers by their titu¬ 
lar acqu Union of the province, 428. 

French field pieces, their fervice in the attack of 
Nazirjing’s camp, 137* other mentions are 
compreliended under French Army. 

French Force* —1746. September, at Pon¬ 
dicherry, after the capture at Madials, fufii- 
cient to have conquered the reft of the Eng. 
fettlements in ludoftan, 69*——1747. Ja¬ 
nuary, greatly fuperior to the Eng, 86. — - 

1748, Junej at Mauritius, 9 7,- 1 7 5 3 ■ ~ 

member, greatly impaired by the unfuccefsful 
a 11aLilt of Tritcliinopoly, 324- See French 
army. 

French garrifon.-1748. Augnft, at Pondi¬ 

cherry, when attacked by the Englifli army 
with Bofcawen, 104. great detriments would 
haveariien to Madrafs by the eftablifhment of 

a Fr. garriftm at St. Thome, 131.-1754* 

February, operations of the Fr* garrifon at 
Chillambrum, 358. Set French army. 

French Government, 396. See French Eftablifh- 
ments, 

French gunners-1750. March, preferred by 

the Eng. troops from the (word of the Morat- 
toes, 142. 

French guns.-1751, September 21 at Ar- 

cor, the Eng. detachment ioffers in attempting 
to carry them off, 187. 

French Jesuits. -x754., Father Lavaur, 

Superior of all in India, 337. 

French infantry, m, 210. See French Army. 

Fr rnch Influence. -1756, 411 the Decan 

deemed baneful to the Engltfli interefts, 434. 

French inhabitants at Pondicherry, m , 77.377* 

French Inter eft s.-1756* Shanavaze Khan 

averfe to them, 426. 

FRENCH KING. See France. 

French Laws, fuperfeded by mandates from the 
king, 367. 

Frenchmen, meaning fold!ers* m, 212. 224, 225, 
fifteen drowned at Pitchandah, 230. pretend¬ 
ing ficknefs, get poffeilion of Cobelong, 261. 
delire of the Eng. foldiers to fight them, 291. 

FRENCH NATION in General.——1744, 
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take part in the contentions of the Carnatic, 

35,-*749' Dupleix, governor genefat of 

the Fr, nation in India, 1 19, obliged by the 
treaty of Ab: la Chapelle to deliver Ma¬ 
drafs, 130* Dupleix fpares no expence' in his 
reception of Murzafajhig, to raife in him a 
high opinion of the grandeur and magnifi¬ 
cence of die French nation, 131.-1751. 
February, Sabbudjmg agrees to give flill greater 
advantages to the Fr, nation than they had re¬ 
ceived from Murzafajing, 166, —— 1752, 
Augufl , Duplcix vaunts the martial genius of 
the French to Morarirow, 260, events of 
great coniequence to the Fr. nation happen at 
Goleondah and in the northern provinces, 328, 
the extent df Mr, Buffy^s demands for the Fr. 
nation revolt Seid Lafkar Khan, 330. See 
France. 

Fr b nch Officers. - 1750. March, 13, mu¬ 

tiny, 140. *», 182, illiberality of the officer at 

Conjevevam, 199, m , 263, 264.- 1753. 

Thole at Goleondah, when diftrefled by the 
Duan, behaved with honour, 33T. 

French papers.- -1754, January, rhofe pro¬ 

duced at Sadrafs fufpeiied of forgery, 340. 

French party. m 4 197. for the operations of all 
the French parties, lee French army, 

French polls. m, 149, 217. 

Fr zn c h I* a iso ner s.-1752. 7 un *i 4ooof 

thole taken at Seringhan, lent to Fort St, Da¬ 
vid, 243, the Myforean hopes to take the city 
with the aid of thole in TritehinopoJy, 259. 
December, thofe at Arcot confpifing are re¬ 
moved to Chinglapett, 2.7$* -1753. Jane, 

De Cattans tampers with thofe in Tritchi no¬ 
poly, 298. - i/ S4. propofols concerning them 

at the conference of Sadrafi, 338, 339.-- 

1 755 *' January, exchanged on the conditional 
treaty, when 650 Fr. piifoners itill remain 
with the Engliih, 376. 

French quarters, 311. 

French Rock, m, 200 * 201. 204, it is 3 ni. 
N. of the Sugar loaf rock, 214. ^, 215,216, 
217.300’. 307,308,309. 314, 315, 36s, 
369, 370. 

FR ENCFI SEPOYS. See SEPOYS. 

French ferjeant at Chillambruin. 1754. February^ 
furprizes and routs an Eng. parry from Devi 
Cotah, 358. 

French letdement, fettlements. Karical, 238. 
1754. June, Law pretends that the Engiifh 
ought to facilitate the retreat of the Fr. troops 
from Seringham to the Fr. fettlements, 239. 
See Feench cfhbl ill invents. 

French fliips, (hips from France, 1744. Five 
taken by Barnet’s fquadron in the freights 
of Sundah, Malacca, and at Achin, 60.—— 

1745. feveraltaken in Bala fore road, 61.- 

1747, j 748. the fliips of which Bouvet’s 

fquadron 
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fquadron was compofed, 88, 89. m* 90-- 

1)52, May , fliips from France with reinforce¬ 
ments expected at Pondicherry, 233* Jutfe* 
arrive with them, 252, See French fquadron* 

French fliot, 140. 

French ioldier, one enfnares de Cattails, 298. 

French foldiers, encouraged at the battle of 
Amboor by the hopes of plunder, 127. 

FRENCH SQUADRON, in 1745, no French 

fquadron in India, 60.-1746, June 25th, 

Delabourdonnats* equipped, (battered, refitted, 
arrives and fights Peyton’s, 62, 63* Attgujl 
6th, offers baule again, 64. Augujl 18th, 
cannonade Madrafs, but cannot cut an Englifli 
fidp out of the road, 66, September 3d, land 
the army for die fiegc of Madrafs, 67- CbVo- 
ber 2d, ruined by a hurricane there, 70* the 
20th depart, 72, four fail to Achin,the rell to 
Mauritius, 72,—-1 747* Janaary the gth, the 
four ftiips from Achin return to Pondicherry, 
8 th, failed to Goa, 85* from thence 
to Mauritius* In OB&ber^ are joined there by 
three from France, two of which had taken an 
Eng* Eaft India ihip near Bombay, 89* —— 
1748. June % Bouvet arrives with a fquadron 
from Mauritius, eludes the Englifli, lands 
troops and treafures at Madrafs,,and returns, 
89, 90, 91 *-1749. January , Bouvet re¬ 

turns with the lame fquadron, and again lands 
reinforcements and money at Madrafs, 107* 

French fictions, in 1750, Gingce, Waldure, 
Trivadi, 149* 

French territories, meaning the Northern pro¬ 
vinces, invaded by the Morratoes in 1754* 
P * 3 /-f* 

French troops* See French army. 

French tumbrils, one blows up during the fight 
at Volcondah, 173. 

FURRUCKSIR, MahomedFurruckfir, Great 
Mogul, the date of his accefuon not certain, 
f 9- —— I 7 1 9* February the 16th, depofed 
and murdered by Abdalla Khan and Hollan 
Ally Khan, 20, 

G. 

G AIATHEDDUST, 3d of the Gaurid e em¬ 
perors, 10* 

Gallivats deferibed, 409* 

Ganthleu , River, pa lies n ear Tri vadi ,279* 
GANGES* R iver, croifed by Tamerlane at Tog- 
1 ipore; its fources, and entrance into Indaftan, 
14, 15* Tamerlane repaffes it, 15, his em¬ 
pire extended from Smyrna to the Ganges* 

1 5, "the road of Balufiore at the entrance of the 
liver; Fr. fliips taken there in 1743* 6r* 

—— 1 746* June, one or L a bourdon nai s' ftii pft 
proceeds to the Ganges, 63. 

Garden boufc at Fort St. David, 1 746* December 
93h, the French troops halt there, and retreat 


in confufion on the appearance of the Na¬ 
bob’s army, commanded by his foils Maphuze 
Khan and iVlahomcdaliy, 81, 82, 83- 

Gauderow, uncle to the K. of Tanjore.— —- 
1 753* December , fent with a body of troops 
to Tricatopuly, unfit for the command, amufed 
by the Morratoes, who pafs him and ravage the 
Taojore country, 325, 326. and-341 T—. 
i754*^^»«ry,removedand fuceeedcd by Mo- 
naegee, 341.21/07, reinftated alter Monacgee ? s 
fuccefs, and innrely defeated by Moralirow, 
360, 361. m 7 363* 

GJUR y Province, n* of Gazna, gives Its 
name to the Dynaffyjofthe Ga&Jl u*E$ t and 
to the founder Httifam Gann, 9* 

GAUR!DES\ Dynasty of, founded by Huf- 
fain Gauri in 1 137, p 9 9. fucceed the Gaz- 
navides, and make Gnzna their capital, g, io t 
the 2d Emperor wanting: Gaiaiheddin the 3d; 
Scheabbedm, the 4th : Mahomed the 5th, 
with whom the Dynafty ends in 1212. p> 10, 
Indian dominions of the G amides, 11* 

GAZNA 7 Cjty, Province, s. of Gaur, gives 
name to the Gaznavjde Dynafty, 9* the 
Gaurides likewife make Gazna their capital, 
10* the government given by Scheabbeddin to 
Tageddm lidiz, 10. In 1214 taken by Maho¬ 
med the Khowarafmian, 10. who is driven 
out in 1218 by Ginghifchan; and his fun Gela- 
laddin likewife in 1221,/* n, Pir Moham> 
ined Gehanguir, in 1397, 1398, marches from 
Gazna againll Multan, 13* and from Gazna 
rules the conquefts of Tamerlane in India tm- 
til 1404,/, 16* 

GAZJsfAFIDES^ Dynafty of, r 3 Emperors 
from Mahmood the firft, to Kofrou Schah the 
hift, from the year 1002 ro 1157, maintain 
the conquefts made by Mahmood in India, 9* 
and mrikc Gazna their capital, 10. the hiftory 
of this Dynafty is written by Ferirfha, 30* 

Gehan guie, Pir Mohammed, See PirMohnm- 
med Gehanguir. 

GEHANGUIR, N* B * that the Great Mogul 
whom we write jehanguir, is by many written 
Gehanguir, 

GEHAN SCHAH, Great Mogul, p 7 18. 
See Schah Gehan. 

GELALADDIN, fon of Mohammed tbeKowa- 
rafminn, makes head in Gazin* againft Gingif- 
chan, in 1221 flies before him, is defeated by 
him on the Indus, fwims the river, remains 
in Multan until 1224, Is killed in 1231, in 
Mesopotamia, 11 * m 9 13- 

Ghazxodin Khan, father of Nizamalmuluck r 
was Subah of Guzerat, appointed An ware- 
dean Khan to a poll in the government of 
Surat, 53* 

GHA 2 I- 0 -DINKHAN,erdeftfonofNizamaK 

mu luck,- 1 74 3, is Captain General at Delhi* 

50,-1749* Nazirjiog his brother gives ouc 

this 
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rl.at Ghazi-o-diiihad ceded to him the Subah- 
il lpof the Southern provinces, 124..-1750. 

■ but marches towards. Delhi to up pole him, 

136.- I 7S 1, Ghazi-o-din employs Balaje- 

vow to op pole his brother Salakn jmg, N 0 . 
obtains the comiiiiflion for the Subaiiihip ot 
the Decati, and gives out that he is lending ar 
arroy to Brani pour, 250. Salabaujing uffcfts ■ w 

di {believe his appointment, 251.-17^2. 

Gh*azi*o din again encourages Balajerow to 
attack Salabadjiug, 43 '. October, ar rives with 
a great army at /.urengabad, and {ends for¬ 
ward J )e Volton with proffers to Dupleix, 273, 
274. is poifoned at Aurangabad, 274. jw, 328. 
1733. is fucceedeu In the command of the 
army nt Delhi by his fon Scheabbeddin, 336. 
his patents to Mahomedally, produced, 338. 

Ghbriah, in 1724, attacked by a Dutch arma¬ 
ment without luccefs, 410. is the capital and 
if range ll: port of Angria, 414.-1756, re¬ 

con cohered by Commodore James in the Pro¬ 
testor, 414.-delcribed, 414,413. February 

the 1 1 ch, 12th, arid 13th, attacked and taken 
by the Eng. fqiiadran commanded by Admiral 
Wat fon, the troops'by Clive, and an army of 
Morratoes who did nothing, 414, 4x5,416, 
4 * 7 - 

G iu« altar, Glieira prefumed to be as ftrong 

G i nuke, ft mated 33 m. u. w. of Pondicherry. 
——1750. Marc6, Nazirjing’s army aflem- 
blitig there, 13S and 139. July , the Fr. have 
a Station there, 149. formerly the capital ofa 
Morratoe kingdom,Sevagee is erroneoufly fup- 
poi'ed to be born at Gingee, 131. deferibed, 
edeemed the ftrongeit fortrefs in the Carnatic, 
151. Auguji, taken by the Fr. led by Bully, 
1; 1, 132. September, Nazi tj mg’s army flopped 
by the rains between 2 rivers, 16 miles from 
thence, 153. December, the French troops^t 
Gingee fummoned by the’Pitan Nabobs tpat- 
tack him, 154. the 4th, they'march, 155. the 
action called, although erroneoufly, the battle 

of Gingee, 162.-1751. November, Rajah- 

falieb retreats thither alter he is defeated at 
Ami, 199. m, 247.-1752. J v b> the Eng¬ 

lish troops at the requgft of Mahomedally 
march againil Gingee, and find it too ftrong, 
253, 254. it is furroutided by mountains, 253. 

Vandivjafb is 20 m. N. 266 -1753. Du- 

pleix’s authority confined to the diftridts be¬ 
tween Pondicherry and Gingee, 275.- 

17 54. the Fr. troops at Gingee march againil 
jMaphuze Khan, take Outramolore, aban¬ 
don it, and return, 363. 

Gingen, Captain,- 1751, commands the 

Eng. army, 171, Verdaehelum furrenders to 
him, 171,172,1s joined by 1 he Nabob’s troops, 
■yz. burns the luburbs of Volcondah, 173. 
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encounters the Fr, and . Chundafabeb there?--, 
1 73 » a 74 * endeavours m vam to rally ^lie 
troops, 174. retreats to Utatoor, 174. tallies 
with a finall party, and is well nigh c #< off, 
} 7 $- See Engliili army, lor the retreat to 
i 1 iichinopoly. August, train whence Gingen 
detaches Trufler to take Cuihiddy, if -,, his 
military character, 201. his caution row ne- 
ceflhry 201. concerts with lnnis F.tnin the 
ambutcade, which cuts oft’the Fr. dragoons, 
204. 1752. February, determines not to 

attack the enemy’s perils til! reinforced, 208. 
his cautiondifpleafes the Myforesms and Mor- 
rutocs, 213. il larch 28111 and 29th, feijiis- 
Iiirge detachmentsrojoin Lawrenceafid’Ctire 
advancing with die reinforcement, 214. July, 
May 6th, commands the army at Trivadi 
during the abfence of Lawrence, 248. 
GiNGIS KKAN, 1218, conquers and expels 
tli6 I^hovvarafjiiiiin^ 1 1 , m , i 2 2 1 ■ 

defeats his fon . Gelaladdin on the banks of the 
Ipdus, 11. J unnecherin Chan delcended 
from him, 1 1. m , 13. 

Glass i.nfign.--— 1731. September 24th, ferves 
well with Clive in the fully at Arcot, 187. is 
crippled by a fall, 189. taken with Revel by 
the Fr. garrifon at Conjeveram, and ill ufed 
there, 199. 

GOA. ui, 9. 18. 88. 407. 41c. Set Portugal, 

Portuguese. 

Goa, fort, on the main land, oppofito to Se¬ 
ver ndroog, taken by Coni, Janies, April 2d* 
i 7 S^ > j A 412. 

God aver 1, River, Southern boundary of the 
1W. of Chicacole, 335, puffed at a ford by 

° f j3n °§ ee in - 1 7 54 . P, 374 - 
Gy i-JJ-l 1 i-L,-1 754. appointed in France to 

let t ie the peace i n Coromandel, arrives Att. 
gujl the ift at Pondicherry, when Dupleix re- 
ligtis the government to him, 366. corre¬ 
sponds wirh M. Saunders, and fends back the 
Swifs foldiers, 367. they agree to :i fufpenfion 
ol arms, 371, 372. }1Q d conclude a con.di- 
mmal treaty, 375, 376, 377. G ode hen refers 
Unpleix s accounts to the company in France, 
377 ; “ *.7 55 * February , returns to France, 

h<.v ing limited the power of the governor of 
Pondicherry in future, 380. w, 396. but con¬ 
tinued to Bufly the authorities wh ich had been 
given to him by Dupleix, 403. m , 406. 
Golcosdah, Province op, comprehends the 
Nabobihips of Arcot, Canoul, Cudapa, Ra- 
j a manary, and Chicacole, 1 58. TV. J?. a com- 

prehetuh more, in. 162.-1753. Oclober, in- 

vaded by Balagerowand Ragogee Bonfola, 273. 
GOLCONDAH, was formerly a City, and the 
Capital of the Province, and flood at 
the toot of the tuck and fortreis of the fame 
name; but the city has long fince been de- 

ierted; 











